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"CHRISTMAS AND

mnke his appearance at about the hour
fixed iu his letter of acveptance of her
invitation to spend the Christmas holl
days In Oriskany

e hnd pletured It all g0 minutely
Qhe wonld be at the station to meet
B hie, nod together thoy would walk

lelsurely to her father's house, That
| house wonld be agleam with Hghts, and

By GEORGE P. CARD holly wreaths would hang In every
[Copyright, 1800 by American Press Amsso: | 410w Of course there wonld be
S tion.) migtletoe suspended from the hall Hght

IT had stopped snowing, but the | 450 as they passed beneath It

wind stili blew a hurricane. The All off schedule now, postponed In
eun wase shining, but the alr was | definltely by the streas of weather

so filled with the drift that the  The reallzation was sickening. but—
"“Want to go over this afternoon?™

oulxide worid was hidden from those
Fearing saw bhefore him an over

who tried to peor Iuto It nn:nu.;h rr-rvf. crown Doy of shEtee. & SNook &F ved
od windowpanes, Ayles Fearing had halr 1'-".'1';‘,,' low upon his forehend, his
been trying to penetrate the shimmer -
Ing mist, but he fnally gave up the
attempt In disgust.

“How long nm 1 likely to be held up
in this infermnal place!™ he wondered
eudibly,

“Reckon ye'll have a chance to hang
up yer socks In that thar cbhimiley,”
consoled his host, the proprietor of
the comfortless lttle publle houso In
which be had taken refuge from the
storm when the stage which had
brought him thus far had succumbed
to the Inevitable. *“There won't be
anythin' leavin’ here ‘fore mornln’,
anyways, and mebbe not then. Bet |
ter make up yer mind to stay here |
overnlght. Sandy Clawa is the only
feller llkely to do any travelln' fer
some time In these parts” !

Fearing did not take kindly to the
proposition. [His knitted brows did
not relax, and he dmmmed viclously
against the frosted windowpuane.

“For two cents,” he threatened, “I'd |
cross the lake on foot™ |

Mine host shifted his quid and looked |
properly serfous, “1 wouldn't—npot even |
to spite the meanest life Ilnsurance
company In Ameriky. Seventeen mlles | dark eyes agleam with Interest.
and a balf to Oriskany as the crow | *“Pap sez yer anxious to git to Oris
flles and a good thirty-eight around the | kany.™ he continued.
lake road—! reckon ye'd Dbetter take “He basn't suggested any way to do

WOULD HAVE MADRE A BIND ENVIOUS

pot lock with us™ . it, has he? Fearing returnad glamly.
With this wholesome advice he left | “Kin yeo skote? :
the room. | “Never had a patr of skatea on my

There seemed to be no help for It, | feet™
and the weather tricked young man “Too bad. By sundown the fee ‘1 be
fiung his six feet of batlled humanity | ps eclean as A wax floor and rwice pa
into a big splint bottom armchalr and | slippery. The northeast wind ts sweeps
procecded to lose himself 1o a far from | in* all the snow on t'other side of the
ngreenble reverie. He really had abun- | 1ake™
dant reason to resent his unexpected | *“Then I'll foot it! Seventeen miles
captivity. Just ncross the lnke in the | lsn't much of a tramp" Fearing de-
snow enveloped village of Oriskany, as | clared. with a sudden revival of en
be knew perfectly well, & certaln young | €TRY.
woman for whose good opinlon be
would have risked anything capable of | provingly. “If ye've got to cross.” he
belng risked was trying to comvince | #ald, lowering his volee and movin:
herself—all against her better judg- | pearer to Pearing. “I ean put ve on to
ment—that he was a hero quite supe ! somethin® better—that s, If ye've got
rior to ordinary, everyday beroes; that | the nerve and—and a lttle somethiy”
by sowe clever maneuver possible only | to make it interestin’ to me.” he ndded
to ldea! heroes he might circumvent | With a mysterious pantomlme thar
the evident design of fute to prevent | Fearing understood perfectly
him from keeping bis engagement and | “T've plenty of both™ he declared.

The red beaded youth sniffod dlsan |

“and am ready to use them to the best

“Goee™ the other ejncunlnted “Ye

advantage. If you doubt It try me| piust ‘s’ wanted to glt to Orisknny

nnd see,

“Oh, yor're all eight.,” the lad admit.
ted, with an appreciative gleam In his
oyes,  “Now, Hsten, Right fu that shed
at the bottom of this here ot there's
an leebont belongin® to a elty chap that
comes out here every summer.  He'li
be here after Christimas to sall his
boat, and "m goln’ to help him Now,
whit's to provent we amd you from
takin' a skl over to Oriskany?  Just
to see If the thing's in good runnin’ or
der, you know," he added, with a sug
gestive squint of his left eye

Fearing di! not stop to go into the
mworal conslileration of the situntion
The prospect of getting to Oriskany
wans too attractive for that Iils e
gerness o peeapt the proposition was
g0 great that he could handly walt un
til the youthful orviginstor of the
pelicie was ready o put 1T Into exeo
tion Townrd nightfall the preclous
palr made thelr way through the drifts
to the boathouse, and half an hour Inter
the makish looking craft was veady o
business

As the Inndlon!'s son had presticted,
the frogen surfuee of the lnke was as
ree from stew as 1 I bad i swdpt,
The force of 1] wind hnd alse lessen
ed greatly, but soongh remadoned to
mnke the voyage a daring venture. It
was a tleklish business to put on full
safl in such o breese, but Fearing
would be satlsfed with nothing less,
aud his reckiess companion was ouly
too willlng to have It so. Almost be-
fore the self appointed crew of two
conld adjust (tself the machine wnde a
leap for the open roadway and before
the first half mile was completed was
speeding at a rate that would bave
made a bird envious,

Luck!ily there was nothing to oppose
its progress e e was o prime
condition and as smooth ns crystal.
All the Intrepld navigators had to do

was to keep the emft in position and |

hang on for dear [ife. Fearing was
sport enough to enjoy the risky busi
ness even divested of it ultimate ob-
ject, and the Ind was too escited to
remember the finanelal end of the
matter. The seventeen miles nand a
half were traversed with a speed that
must have made o new record In fee
yachting had it been noted. Almost
too soon the lights of Oriskany ad-

monished them that It was time to |
lower the canvas and make ready the

drmg. Five minutes later they were
once again on terra firma, the yacht's
neck buried tn an {mmense snowdrift
that rose like n fortifiention along the

| shore,

“That was dend easy,” sald the lad.
“The hardestr joh's to come. ['ve got
to get this concern back, and--and
probably I'Il have to explain how It all
happened.*

“T'll keep the secret,” Fearing prom-
i#ed laughingly, “and here s some-

"thing to help pay the damages,” he
added, banding him a brand new twen- |

ty dollar bllL

mighty bad'

A Httle Inter, when Fearing and the
il for whom he bhad accopted a dos-
perite ehinnee stood ander the mistie
toe, e D Bor pepioachs hhnself for
what bhe had done

Christmas Chimes In Many Climes.

Christings s always n season of
good wishes and wving kindness

In Amerten mlimest ol Hitle ehiidren
himng up thely stockings on Christins
eve, o be filed by kind old Sania
Clans In Germnny they make more
of Chreistins than we de 1o Amerlen
Everywhere the Chrelstinas  tree s
TETRY

Ir n fatlly Is o poar to have s
whole tree, n slngle braneh only will
gtutnd In A consplévous  place, huang
with the few sl wifts

A week before Chivlstinns 8t Nieho

Ins visits the ehildren to And out whoe
have beey ool «
gifts the Christ O

1wh 1o recelve the
d will bring them
on Uhristimns evy

It Is o very usual thing to see on a
German Christmns tree, way yp In the
YOry toprost bmrcln o lnmge or doll
ropresenting the Christ Child, while
helow  are sometlmes  placed other
lmages ropresenting angels with out
sprend wings,

After the tree = llighted the family
gather round It nud sing a Christuas
hymy

In England almost every one who
enn do so has a fawmlly party on
Christmons eve. Young and old join in
the games, many of which belong
especially to Christmas thne,

From the ecelling of one of the rooms
& large buneh of mistletoe Is hung, 1f
any Ittle mald s caught standing
under It the one who catches her has
n right to take a Kiss from her rosy
lips

In Holland the lttle Duteh glel puts
her wooden shoe In the chimney place
ready for gifts, just as the ttle Awer
fean girl hangs up her stocking

Aud so In some way all over the
Christian  world on the eve of the
twoenty-tufth day of Decomber the
birth of our Lord Jesos Chreist s cole-
hirntes] Everywhere the Christmas
chimes are ringlug oul the message
the ange!s brought to Hethlebem—
“Peace on earth, gooad will to men,*

Substantial Merits.

“But,” ‘sald the lwpecunious forelgn
fortune hunter, "y dear Miss Goldl-
locks, why shiould you prefer another
to me? 1 amw a won of ttles”

“S0 Is your preferred rival” smied
the womau,

“He Is pothing bat a plaln American
commoner,” sovered the uvblémnn

“Indeed, he I3 n wman of titles, too”
returned the beiress. “And wy father
has bud all bis Utles examinesd by o
competent trust company, Your titles
are but words; his are deeds and to
some of the best property o the state.™
—~Baltimore American,

Holiday Suggestions

2

BOOKS &2 pos e soys ond

Girls and for the Babies.

Pictures

Fine Stationery
Whitman’s Candies
Christmas Cards, Etc.

A general line of Books, Stationery, Magazines, Office and School Supplies,
Post Cards and Confectionery, will be carried.
134 W. MAIN STREET WITH SHERMAN, CLAY & CO.

Sherman Clay & Co.

134 West Main Street,
Our Pianos

STEINWAY EVERETT
EKURTMAN
EMERSON

WELLINGTON

PLAYER

EUPHONA
CECILIAN

A B. CHASE

ESTEY PIPE ORGAN

Reliability.

One price to all.

Superior quality of goods.

A square deal to everybody.

Easy terms,

Our prices are the same in Medford as in Port-
land, Ban Francisco, Seattle, Spokane and all

PACEARD
CONOVER
CABLE

CONOVER

ORGANS

VICTOR TALKING MACHINES

OUR POLICY

our other stores.

any man.,

134 WEST MAIN STREET

A P————— r—

Medford, Ore.

ESTEY

A. B. CHASE
LUDWIG

KINGSBURY

PIANOS

PACKARD

KINGSBURY

CAROLA

CHICAGO COTTAGE

To offer an expensive article today at one
price, tomorrow at another, and later at half
price, indicates an enormous profit,

SHERMAN, CLAY & CO.

shuns such methods. A child can buy a piano
as safely and as cheaply from us as the most ex-

perienced business man,

The fundamental prineiple upon which SHER MAN, CLAY & CO. is operating is honesty, be-
lieving *“To thine own self be true and it must follow as the night the day thou canst not he false to
A number of second-hand Pianos an ! Organs, taken in exchange, on hand.

SHERMAN CLAY & CO.

MEDFORD, OREGON

Beginning

Saturday, Dec. 25

CONTINUING INDEFINITLY

, AINTRODUCING ARTISTS OF WORLD WIDE FAME, SUCH AN CARU.
S0, CALVE, MELBA, SCHUMAN-HEINK, SCOTTI, "TETRAZZINI,

EAMES AND SCORES OF OTHERS NO LESS FAMOUS, WHO MAY BE
HEARD

In Every Home

WHERE THERE IS A VICTOR Ok EDISON MACHINE,
SEASON TICKETS--Can be procured at 134 W, Main street by buying one
of these wonderful machines. Call and hear them and get prices,

Whetsel Music Co.




