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CHRISTMAS
IN FICTION.

By GEORGE N. PICARD

[Copyright, 1002, by American Preas Asso-

clation. ] )

OT until the Orst
balf of the last
century was well
spent did the spe
clea of lrerature
which has come to
be known as Christ-
mas fiction effect a
permanent lod g |
ment {n the hearts
of English speak-
ing mankind, The
anclent parable
plays and the
rthymed boliday
legends of the mid-

IRYING. dle ages are still lo
use on the econfinent. but the more
secnlar minded English had only the
rude Yuletide jingles and the guaint
carols of beef eating antiquity.

Contrary to the prevalllng notion, the
inventor of the tale with a distinctive
Iy Christmas flavor was an American
It is likely that it would occur to few
Americans and to no Englishman to
dissent If it were asserted In thelr
presence that Charles Dickens origl
nated the Christmas story. Hils name
is so inseparably conpected with so
much of the holiday literature en-
shrined In the popular heart that it is
small wonder the mention of Christ.
mas suggests him. The eredit of the
“literary find.” however, must be given
to another, a8 man who was at the end
of his thirties when Dickens was born,
who had been at Malta when Nelson's
fleet salled away to Trafalgar, who had
visited Bir Walter at Abbotsford and
had captivated him and who was aft
erwarnd secretary to the United States
legation In England. Thit, of course,
means Washington-Irving.

Irving's first book. “The Sketch-Book
of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent..” had pleased
everybody, so much so. Indeed, that it
was republished by John Murray in
London and transiated into several con-
tinental languages. Both the publish-
ers and the public were urging him to
do something equally meritorions. No-
body reallzed more keenly than did the
author of the exquisite work the diffi- |
eculty of producing its mate, and be
was not a man to be driven into medi- l
ocrity. Three vears later he published
“Bracebridge Hall,” and the ehapter of |
that masterplece of literary workman- |
ship en:itied “Christmas at Bracebridge |
Hall" was the ploneer hollday tale of
English literature and has furnished a
model for subsequent Betionists which
bas seldom been equaled and never
excelled. Its ensy grace and felicity of
expression were a revelation to every-

mortal restrivoons In regard to loeomo
tion that come to us when we bid them
nud vanish politely when we are weary
of thelr presence,

Brot Harte never made a seeret of
his admimtion for the creator of Little
Nell and Tom Ploeh,  Like Paul at
the feet of Gamaliel, he wns content to
recelve his lesson from the man he
acknowledged to be his master Not
untll after Dickens had Anished his

| work did the young lterary lght who

stood revenled in the tar western firma-
ment learn that his model had seen
that exquisite elegy “Dickens In
Camp” and bad been heard to express
bis admiration of It In the wost gen-
erous terms, The dying novellst de
clared that the work of the new Amer
lean writer contalned soch subtle
strokes of workmanship as no other
writer In the language bnd yet ex |
hibited. And then be asked, with a
humorous gleam In his weary eyes, |
“Don't you think that his manner Is
very like my own?

Like Dickens. Harte had a genuine
fondness for the dolngs of Yuletide.
One who knew him best says that up

' to the last day of his life “he thought

much of the Christmas season and to
the Inat kept up the fond and foollsh ,
eustom of sending generous presepts
to his friends.” Retter appreciated In
England than in bhis native country,
Harte spent the later years of his life
abroad, but his stories were to the last
distinetively American. In that ad-
mirable performance entitled “How
Santa Clans Came to Simpson’s Bar"
there Is no flavor of the old world
Christmas, and Johnny, e¢lothed In the
stars and stripes, is n young American
of the most unmistakable sort.

Two of the most strikingly dissiml-
lar Christmas stories ever written are |
Hawthorne's,
“Christmas Ban-
quet” and Miss
Mitford's “Christ-
mas Party.'
There Is little of |
Christmas o
Hawthoroe's
grewsome tale.|
The joyous festi-
val is only a Iit-]
erary makeshift
around which Is
woven a welrd
psrchological study that drives all re-
membrance of the bhlessad season from
the mind. Jts ghosts are not the so- |
clable and easlly banished spooks of
Dickens. They are formless and
ereepy and all pervading. They are the
fearsome specters that rise In the frig-
id vapors of German mysticlsm, and
they are made lcler stlll with a strong
admixture of New England transcen-
dentallsm. It is a masterplece o cob-
ception and In treatment—oo question
at all about that—but it does not muke
the Yule log glow more brightly or
lend a better flavor to the steaming
bowl.

Mary Russell Mitford does not deal
fn ghosts. All of her Christmas char-
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acters are Qesh and blood peopde. amd
they are not of the sort that “will not
stay dead when they dle™ Her “Christ-
mas Party” s ae dainty In its work-
manship as anrthing which ever came
from her careful pen, aid (hat s say-
ing much. It I ax =estful and nons
suggestive as a pastoral, and its Infyg-
ence Ix as soothing as the delleate
pavor which escapes when the cover
of a potpourrl jar Is lifted or the
drawer of an old time cabluet I8 open-
ed—the falnt, pereasive odor of crush.
«l rose leaves and dried Iavender,

THE RATIONAL
CHRISTMAS.

By ELLIS FTRAME
[Copyright, 188, by American FPress Asso-

alation.)
“Lot us give In reason this year,” she
sugEeated;
“Not merely for the sake of giving
thiogs.

It's the spirit, not the money Invested,
Lot us, therefore, turn from foolish
squanderings,
Lot the gifts we give be things that may
be needed
Instead of trash soon to be cast aside” |
“My dariing, your suggestion shall be
heeded,

For there is wisdom In It,"”" he replied.

She 44 her shopping early, being gulded
By lessons learned from much experi-
ence.
She would show her lord and master, she
dec

How excellent & thing was common
senne.

For their baby boy she purchased a
French corset

And an oriental rug that caught her
oye.

“Though the darling longed to have =&
rocking horse, it

Waan't sensible.”” she murmured, with &

algh.
They had promised not to buy things for
sach other.
They would merely get a few thinge for
the child.
She would sacrifice bher sister and her
mother,
And It gladdened her to see the way he
amiled
As he sald his people, too, ahould be omit-

ted.
S0 the wise and winsome woman, day

by A
From shop to shop. with saweet emotion,

fittad,
Having dry goods bound up and sent
aWAYy. |
]
He bought a plpe and splendid smoking
Jacket |
To give their darling glee on Christmas |
morn |
Whh these the child could make no such
a racket
As might have been produced with drum
and horn

He also got the works, unexpurgated,
Of old Boccacclo and Rabelals,

80 that thelr little one might be slated
And long have glad remembrance of the |
day

On Christmas when their presenta waere
displayed
They sat upon the sofa side by side,
And while thelr ehild looked up at them,
dismayed,
@ had a culpTit's
eried.

manner, and ahe

A Merry Christmas

They PacKed Their Grips

CHRISTMAS, NEW YEARS, and the WEDDINGS

THEN THEY WENT ON THEIR WAY REJOICING.
YOU WOULD BE SURPRISED TO SEE WHAT AN
ASSORTMENT WE GOT IN THE WAY OF CHRIST-
MAS BOOKLETS, POST CARDS, STATIONERY, FAN.
CY BOXES, SCENERY, ART AND SCENIC NOVEL
TIES, PHOTO AND POST CARD ALBUMS, SOFA
PILLOWS AND CALENDARS, BURNED NOVELTIES,
PYROGRAPHIC OUTFITS, MATERIALS AND
PARTS. IN FACT, THEY MUST BE SEEN TO BE
APPRECIATED. ITIS APLEASURE TO SHOW OUR
GOODS.

See our $50 Violin for $25.

THE ART STUDIO

FranK Hull, Proprietor

MEDFORD, OREGON. ROOM 3, SECOND FLOOR

It’s an old one. Ask for free Coupons.
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body in those days, and the wonder
and the charm are potent still.

Willlam AMakepeace Thackerny, mas-
ter of a reallsm that is the wonder and
the despair of those who have followed
him, needed wpo
model and chose
none. His "M
Perkins’ Ball" re
sembles nothing
ever cotcelved In
the mind of any
other man., The
public was pleased 9
with I, but oever
80 much as was
Thackeray hlmself,
Most amazing of all, the eothor of the
tale professed to beileve that it was
“Mrs, Perkins' Ball” that bad made
his reputation—that, too, In the face of
the fact that "Vanity Falr'' bad just |
been published. This perversion -of
Thackeray in regard to the literary
value of bls wares and his lack of faith
fn his masterplece—he had so lttle
confidence In the success of “Vanlty
Falr” that after it appeared he applied
for s small government position—are
proof sufficlent that the man who cre-
ates a masterplece may bave a dim
conception of artistie values,

All the makers of great fiction are
more or less under the spell of thelr
immediate surrouvndings, but few have
made It more apparent than Charles
Dickens. Those who knew the clreom-
stances saw plaloly that he had put
bimself and his sad childbood Into |
many of his pathetic sbhort stories, |
This 1s especlally true of “The Ghost |
In Master B.'s Room,” which I8 an ac-
count of things which happened t.o|
himw (o his troubled boyhood. As a |
child he was a firin bellever ln ghosts, *
and it Is probable that bhe never entire- ‘

|
|

ly abandoned his falth In spectral ap-
ces. Many of his tales are peo-
pled with disembodied spirits, and they
are llke the ghosts of no other writer.
They are the spooks that sppeal to one
and make ope belleve In thelr genulne-
ness. They are frequently more real |
than the living characters who consort
with them. Although they are dead, |
they conduct themselves like living en-
tities, '
Dickens' Christias ghosts are unique
in the realm of literature. Of all the
slient shapes that
bave been sum- |
mwoned from the
upper and nether
worlds to lend en-
chantment to the
Christmas tnle
his alone have
become ncclimat-
ed. There I8 nev-
er anything re-
pulslve abount
them. They are
the most compan:
loaable spooks ever Invented. They
are seldom sepulehrnl, but are fre-
quently cheerful. They are oot the
haunting, sleep kllling and never to be
exorcised phantoms of the falry tales,
but actual personslities, fread from all |

|

e B F="

wrong to endanger their
set their clothes or
warning.
itis the perfect nursery
turn it on or off at will
“fire proof." Moreover

atmosphere,

Rogue River

With Electricity there

/= NURSERY LIGHT

Where there are small children in the home
the light without an open flamae Is essential.

Itis
lives by a light that might

playthings afire without .

is no danger. 4§

light. The little ones can

. It makes the nursery

. it does not vitiate the

*Phone us for further informgtion.

Electric Co. @
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present.
Fancy Home Slippers for
would be more appreciat

and see if the satisfaction

eep Your Eyes
On Our Store

Don't pass us up when selecting that Christmas
Our store is full of suitable, appropriate
gifts, such as Indian Moccasins, Dolge Felt Slippers,

Don't you think a gift of this kind is sensible and

less gifts? Try giving a fine pair of shoes or slippers

more than the usual pleasure,

men, women and children,

«l than many almost use-

it gives does not give vou
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The Greatest Assortment

of
Xinas

Goods

ever shown in Southern

Ladies' Desks,

Oregon,

Dressing Cases, Library
Tables, Rockers, Bivds-

eve, Cireassian Walnut,
Oak Suites,
Brass and Iron Beds,

“I'til'ntllll

Here is where we ghine, Oriental, Velvet Axmin-
ster Rugs; all styles and sizes; and don’t forget to
register for Christmas souvenir.

Something for everybody,
Wishing vou a merry Xmas and happy New Year,

We have our Novelties in China, Glassware, ete,,

now on display; all the latest designs and patterns,

Don't miss going through this It's

department,
worth vour while,

Medford Furniture Co.

Complete Housefurnishers




