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Sermon by
CHARLES T.
RUSSELL,

Pastor  Brooklyn
Tabernacle,
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Bunday, Dec, O Pastor Hussell had
®n Inrge nttendance today st the Brook
Iyn Tnbernacle, He took for his text
the words of the Bavior, “No mnn Liay
Ing gt bis bapd to the plow, and look
g ek, s At for the Kingdom of
Giond" (Luke Ix, 02, The discourse fol
Jowns

The Great Tencher did not use the
methods of modern revivallats to e
cure o followlong, He dld not ask the
mwnlthtades 1o raise thelr hand If they
would prefer to go to bheaven at death
il then publish them as converts
Christians, Judeed hin methods were
the very reverse of this, avolding all
kitids of setnsational appeals to pride
pellinliness, vaulty, ete. e wet forth
In plain terms the diteultion to be ox
Ml iy ndl these who eapouse his
Crose nmd beeome Ws disciples,  1le
forwaroed them (hnt It would menn
1l|" taking up of & cross and the Twar
Ig of It In his footsteps In the nar

row way of self sacrifice
“Marvel npot, If the
world hinte you. Ye kpow that T bated
e before it hnted you, If ye were of
the world, the world would love his

l'il'ﬂl‘ “aving

oW, but because ye are pot of the
waorld, but | have chosen you out of
the world, therefore the world linteth
yout (1 Jobu 13 John xv, 18, 1)

Instend of trying to produce nn ex
cltement which would over:bnlance this
Juillgment of his hsarers snd Jead them
to profess what they subseqguently
would wot be able or willing to prag
thee, the Great Teswcher, on the con
treary, sald 1o those contemplatiog dis
cipleship, "8t down tirst and count the
cont.” Iostend of attempting to swa)
the multitudes, our Lord teok n dif-
ferent course nod attempied to make
disciples of only o specinl class—uot
the poor, vol the rich, not the learned,
uot the lgnormut, bul, lrrespective of
these class loes and distioctions, bis
coll was to wll those who loved right
vousness and hatea Infquity, All those
who were weury and heavy-laden, op-
pressed by slo and its peoalty to thew
seives and thelr frieuds--these be
called to learn of hlm apd fod rest of
soul

Theoceforth that ciass, having been
brought In touch with the Redeetoer,
cnli wake further progress ooly
through falth o Wi aod subuilssion
to his guldence Into all Truth aud luto
fellowship with the Fatber, The class
thus Induenced we belleve o be small
as cotnpared to humanity as a8 whole
ouly thut portion which in bonesty of
benrt deplores sin nod  longs  for
rlghtecusoess pud fellowship with God,
These, like the remnindet of the race,
are by uature fallen, lmperfect, sinful,

cobdetmiied, but I these still persists |

goie tenee of the lmage of God, o
the perfection of which father Adam
wis crenfedd. It Is this trace or strain
of the Igvine character represented
by cousclets and falth which loads
them to recognize thelr fallen and sin

ivipe stundard of perfection, and this
becotmies the busls of thelt calling or
drawing of God, thelr “ear,” “He thst
both an enr, let bim bear” (Revelntion
i % It will be vbservidd that we are
uot specially blnming or condemning
thuse who bave pot the heariug oar,
On the contrary we remember the
gracions words of SBeripture, that In
God's due thoue, “All the blind eyes
shiall be opened; all the deaf ears shall
be unstopped” (Isalah xxxv, 5, We
are glod of this promise of God that
withuately all shall see and all shall
besr ol all shall know Him, from the
lenst to the greatest,. We rejolee, too,
that when they know Him truly, they
will reloley, even as do we pow, That
will be thelr tme of responsibility,
thelr time of trinl or Judgment for e
of death eterunl on the earthly plane,
The Kingdem eof God,

Our text speaks of the Kingdom of
Gl And It s lmportaot that we
test of all notlee that these words have
Iy the Sceiptures a two-fold siguli.
vihee For lustance, our Lord Jesus
tughit thnt we shoulid pray to the Fa
ther, “Thy Kingdom ecome; thy will
be done on earth as It s dobe In
heaven.” The reference of this prayer
s to the Milleunlanl relgn o guvern
went of Cheist, which st Paul de
clires will begin ot the Second Colns
Ing of our Lord, nod eoutioue uotlhl he
shinll have put down hll lnnulu-ralh'm
tlouw, all sin, everythiing contrary w
oy b ehrneter and Law, It wlll be
thie Wiongdom of God which whl sl

e ol thldnges, 1t will bhe the Isvingdom

o Cewed b=t mwi ]'l‘l'll'!"l'll wlien |
Wil things shanll have heen sulwducd
A when Chelst's wedintorinl King

ddoin shadl e sl the eusd of the MU
lendilurg, deliverod ek o Gk, oveud
the Pathiar, God's Singdom will haye
fully cone In the enrth.  God's will
then will be j"u~h“lh‘ ol !h'null!|l||'~h
ment by wwen, because all will bave
yenchiod peefection; nud Chelst's medin
tortan! Kinedom will end bocause | will
be we louger uecossary, 10 will have
gecolnpisliel  the  great purpose for
which It was Intonded.

It was nol, howevor, respecting that
Millenninl  relgo,  that
Klogdom, that onr Lord spoke In our

He warned |

wodbntorinl |
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Unfit For the
Kingdom.

“No Man Having Put His Hand
to the Plow and Looking Back, Iy
Fit For the Kingdom of God”  (Luke
i, 62).

0 00 O
teal, nor did he refer to the perfect
Iingdom, ne it will be turned over Lo
the Futher atl the and of the Millen
pivim wind will last forever, Cur Lovd
[ uned the words, “Not gt for the King
Gum of God,” nw be did In many oth
erd of Lils disconrsen—in respect (o e
Chinrch class now called of the Fothier
o be the “Kingdom," lu the seuse of
belug the kings and priests of that
Kingdom-the royalty of that King
doti=the relgulng famlly - the Queen
Ilhu- Lavl's W I, mmnochited with the
Henveuly Bridegroom, King of bkilogs
l and Lord of lords, In his rule of n
thotusand years.

Not Fit For the Kingdom.

I We now have before our minds the |

|t ways ln which the expression,

Kingdom of God, s used and we cau

resdily wmew Lthat owr lord could not

refer to the Milenninl Kiugdom nnd

iy that any would be tou degroded 1o

e 1t for the lnttoences of his Millen
| winl Kingdom, because thint Klogdom
| in ddesignml for the very purpose of
deallpg with the unit sud gradunlly
during the thousand years of its relgn
of righteouspess apilfting wen out of
sin nnd denth conditlons, If they will,
te the full human perfection which
| Adam lest, which Jesus redeemed, and
| which In to be restored 1o the willing
and obedient, an Bt 'eler dedures

tActs L 1021, It follows, then, thnt
lt-ur Lord must have referred to those
enlied of the Fatber nud accepted by
bliself o be chilseled and polishied
to e taught In the Bchool of Christ
Lapd eventuully W become his Brioe
Land Joluthelr In the Millenninl King
dom. No mun wil be esteemed Ot for
# share o that Milleunlal Kingdow
tnless he nttalns 1o the glortoas guall
tiow of ebarncter, selntsbip, which the
Beriptures set forth as the Divipe
standard-"Coples of God's dear Bon”
(Howanas vilL 2 .

“Fit for the Klugdom!™ Let us think
for o motent what these words signl-
fy. First of all we recogulze that, as
sinners, we  were  nost  thoroughly
unfit for any favor of Uod, much less
this greatest of all favors, jolot-helr-
ship with his Son and “partnkers of
the Divine patare” (11 Peter |, 40, But
thut ditealty bas sl been overcome
with those who have come unto Gad
through Cheist and been made partak-
ers of his holy Spirit of adoption, OF
such we read, "It Is God that Just)
Oeth' Who s be that condemoeth”
(Romnne vill, 3584 It Is Christ that
died for our sins and who now Is our
Advovate Who could In apy wise
coe between us and our Savior aml
our Heaveuly Father?

But this justiieation s vot enough
If we were perfect actually instead of
werely reckonedly we would not be fir
| far the Kinglom of Gad-we would

ot e Ht te govern others—to e

“Klogs npd prlests unto God and to
! relgn on the earth” (Revelation xx, th
We should still e wutllt to be the
]I:l".:r'! uf the h”rll', ns the Ni'f'lll!lll'l'h
declure that we saying.
|‘I\'uuu ye pot that the saluts shall
Judge the workd™ (1 Cortnthilans vi, 2y
our  Heavenly Father In

shall b,

hringing

| any sons uuto glory made the Cap
ful conditblon, ns compared with the |

i of thelr saivation (Jesus) perfect
through sufferings, Sboulkl we think
It strange that we, his youtiger breth-
regg Justified throngh his bload, shonid
[ be reguired, vot werely to wake a pro
fession of Godliness, holiness, but also
o approve or attest that sentiiment to
e o part of our very character! Is
not whst we ns the Chareh of Christ
experience very reasonsble  iodeed
who woulil be prepared o teach the
world meekness, patience, brotherly -
kindness, long-suffering, love, without
trst of all developlug these varfous
gquadities of character In Wimself? And
bow could he develop these nid e
tested except under just such schooling
nnd diseiplining Influences us now are
fupon the Church of Chelst, with a
view to mnking us fit for the glorious
position of our bigh calling of God In
Clirist Jesus?

When the Beriptures refer to the
Church as belug e for the Kingdom
and as bong the Yovercomers” for
whom the Kingdom s propaved, amd
who shull share s glorles and honors,
Discinse “thiey are worthy™ tievelntion
Ul 4y, we e to understand this wol
Plsbiesg mud Bipess, pot that they were
| orlglundly »o, but thut by God's grice,
thivough Chvist, o transformation work
will eventunlly birlog sowe to this glors
ous postilon where God Wimselt will ps
tewrrn thionn sronthp (o by eolled his chil
deen, ml to be Jolotbeles with  his
.:inu, the Gredt King.

Various Kinds of Filness.

There I8 cve ceftnln stindanl of fi-

ney for the Kipgdom amd nobe other

will h
| ploty of colgitions wihk Wt o o i

o there iy be gulle o vi

Lt for the Iningadown, One of Gl |
e YN
e abiding In Wlm™ ol John W, 0

He would be untit for the hangdom
This would oot slgulfy, however, thit
|nu.- who bhod once beon a murderer
mlght not, by o sound conversion wid
by falthifuluess In the Sehool of Christ,
hocomme o wember of the Bingdoim
closs. But the word morder bers sl
hus o broader tpellning than s genor
nlly attaehed o lt=the weaniog which
8, Jabn gave to Lthe wond whoen e
sl thett whosoevbe hateth his brother
{8 n wurderer (1 John L 1, Wae

Iarderer ot etery

tnow, then, that no brother-hater |a
it for the Kiugdom. Bul, some may
have lwen  brother-haters sod have
been  washed, clenpmsl, sipetiffed,
brought  nte  beartoreintionship with
the Lord aud lnto love of the brethren.
If s, the hinplication Is that they bave
lost the wptrlt of murder from thelr
hearits and are brother-haters no long-
er. The Beriptures tell us aiso that It
will be possibile for a wan who has
beon Nguratively washed from bis for-
mer condition of sin-defilement and
who has been clothed of the Lord
symbolically in & robe of righteous-
ness and who had bLeen begotten of
the holy Spirit of Jove lo turn from
this boly commundment of jloye—io
turn from the way of righteouspess, (o
his former condition of sin<defflement,
The Apostle glves the lustration of
the sow that wan washed returning to
her wallowing In the wire (11 Peter ),
220, But the cnse of such |s bopedess |f
the mtep be taken with foll luteation
nnd dellberation <if the rturn (o =
murdercus comdition of beart<<brother-
hatlog—be with the full cotsent of 1 be
beart. The Apostle, however, does Lut)
mite that up to o certaln polot there
is hope of recovery and lbence he
urges all of the falthful to nasist these,
saylng, “He that converteth & sinuer
(onee n brothers from the error of s
ways shall save n soul from death.”

Agnin we read, “No drookard shall
enter luto the Kingdom of God” (l
Corinthians vi, th. He surely wookd
b untlt, This does not, however, lo-
ply that all total abstainers from o
toxlennt Hguors are 0t for the King-
dom, Nelther does It dmply that o
devunkard might pnot reform and thus
cvase (o be a drunkard, and by the
Lord's grave, become Ot for the Klng.
dom. Moreover the word druskard o
the Bible s frequently used In n g
urntive sense. 1t represents an addied
condition of the mind; as for fnsianee,
we rend, that Nabylon's cup wade all
the ootlops drunk (Revelntion Xy,
2. This sigolites thet fellowship
with fulse doctrines hns permented,
Influenced, bewlldered the world i
goenernl God's people partaking of
Clrist's cup of sulfering are sald to
receive “rthe spirlt of a sound mind™ -
clearness of understatudlog respectivg
the Divine charneter and Plan aod the
principles of righteousuess, All who
will be it for the Kingdom wmay be
expected to bave comsiderable clear
ness of understanding respecting DI-
viune things. ‘Lhey are to know God,
and by recelving his Spirit, they are
to have muher\tmulmg of “the deep
things of God,” Which the patural wan
enunotl understamd (1 Corinthinus |,
10-145. Of this onr Lord spoke, saying,
“This Is life eternnl, that they might
kpow thee the ouly true God, aod Je-
sus Christ, whow thou hast seut.”

The Importance of Fidelity.

Pride Is soother quality of the beart
whivh would repder lis possessor un-
0t for the Rhipgdom of Gud. We read
that the Lord “resisteth the proud and
giveth grace to the humble™ (1 Peter v,
0. Pride Is one of the things which
God bates, It s a foe to righteous
ness in general and leads captive
many loto sin. When we read that
God shows his favor 1o the humbile,
we tnay be sure that the favor of
Jolpt-helrship with the Hedeemer s
for the bumble alone, With what
carefulness this should lead us to
soarch our hearts and put nway every.
thing In the unture of pride, self-con
celt. Love Is the fultiliug of the Law
Love I1s the Law of the New CUreation
and pride Is n foe to love, 1t is related
to seltishiness, which s a0 deep sented

| foe of every grace of the holy Bpirlt,

The Lord wighes us to see that the
Ieavenly Father s pot merely calling
for those who huve generally gowl in
tentions and who would ratbher de
right than do wrong, We may rejolce
with such that they are better than
thelr peighbors, but they are not it for
the hingdom of Gud, unless thelr love
for righteousness, far Truth, for the
will of G, be 50 Urmly establisbed
that they nre rendy and willing to Yen-
dure hardness us good soldiers of Jesus
Christ™ und o “llght & good Nght” to
the vid of the course, laying hold upon
cternul Hfe and glory and hwnoertall-
ty. Oue of God's objects in permit-
ting the world and the flesh and the
Adversary (o bave the power which
they now possess to counteract and to
fght agninst our good Intentlons and
good resviutions s expluined fo the
Seriptures. We read “Llie Lord your
God proveth you, o know whether
ye love the Lord your Ged with all
your heprt aud with all your soul™
(Deuteronomy xill, 8), M love of sin
or love of self or love of any eurthly
thing cau overbalanee our love*to the
Lovd smd to his ‘Troth aud his people,
we are not worthy of o pluce in the
Kingdom=tot it for the Kingdom.
‘ot miersly good professions, but faith-
fulness puto death, Axity of characs
ter, are requited of the Lond of snch
ns he would bouor with & shinve iu the
Kingdow,

An Abundant Entrance,

Haoving votleed that lnek of love,
lack of zenl, ek ofscoustancy, lnek of
devotlon would untit for the Kingdom,
let us potlee some of the characteris-
tles necessary to a place i the King-
dom—sowe of the qualities, therefore,
which swe st cach culthvate in our
own hearts, whieh we must cach des
yelop dn Bis ow i Pl Ajross
tle explalns s

Wbl
d urges the mals

e thus Al ot o fudth foriitude;
wuld to fortionde konow!ledge: sl 1o
oo lasdgee 0 pperriinee; i o temjer-

waee peatleney bl b patlenee god)ls
ness; and to godliness brotherly Blnds
pess: ol o rotherly Rlindness love,
For I these things be o yon and
aboumd, they ke you that ye shall
nelther e bafeen uor unfraltful in the
Knowledge of o Lol Jesus C'hirlst. ..
for If ye do these things, yo shall nevs
or fall; for so ancentrones shall be
ministered uute you abuamdantly into
the everlusting Klugdom of our Lord
aud Savier Jesns Christ” (11 Peter |,
11

Servants of
Santa Claus

By JAMES A. EDCERTON,
[Coprright, 104, by American FPress Asso-

clation.
HE wsual conception of Bania
Claus is that of a rather lnno-
cent, unsophisticated., though

bepevolent old geutleman who
visita all the bousesa In Christendom
the night of Dee¢. 24 and leaves pres
ents for all good ehildren and even re-
members some who are nol so good
Bot this idea falls to do the busy old
saint full justice. As a matter of faet,
Be bas to be quite up to date to nttend
his numerous customers. He & a0
much a man of affuirs that It s noces-
sary for him to mdopt modern meth-
ods. Nowadays It Is essential for
every large business to be carried out
through an army of assistunts amd
deputies, and whe, pray, has a lorger
busitiess than Banta Claus? When be
first started In the Christmas line [t
might bave been possible for him to
make a personal visit to all the homes
where his gifts were expected, Lot
now all that Is changed. 8o Le drufts
the expressman, the messenger bhaoy,

BANTA DHAFTS THE EXPKRESSMAN,
the postroan, the delivery mun and a
whole lot of otbher folks Into his sery
ice,

For example, he appoints as depu- |
ties at least half & wildon extra ex-
pressiuen lo the United States alone
Ordinarily the express companles have
about that pumber of employees, but
during the two weeks before Christ- |
mas, when Santa calls on tbhem to car
ry mo many of his packages, they have
to double thelr forces. To gnio an idea
of the immensity of the burdens the
old gentleman lwposes on them a few
figures are necessary. The Christmas
packages delivered by the express
companies o the clty of New York
alone amount to over two wmilllons, in
Chicago and Philadelphia about a mil-
Hon avd a balf eacl, In Baston over o
millon and In other citles a propor.
tlonute number. When it Is reflected
thnt this Is an sverage of nearly one
package for every man, woman and
child and that there are something
over elghty milllons of men, women
and cllldren In Uncle Sam's dowmaln,
the stupendous proportions of this
Christmas business can be reallzed
On account of the expense of sending
packages by expross it I8 estimated
that few If any of these Christmns
buidles are worth less than $2, yhlle
sotpe of them are valued at hundreds
of dotmes. 1t Is thus seen that the
Christmas business haudled by the ex-
press companles alone repreéseats a
value of bundreds of willlons,

This does not take into account the
great mumber of buundies carried by
the messenger boys, o the four eitles
above mentioned these nmouut to near-
Iy & balf millon in suwber, The jo-
vial old salnt could scarcely get along
without their help.

In addition, it Is pecessary for Santa
Claus to enlist the services of an army
of extra store clerks, dellvery wagons
and tenmsters. It can readily be seen
that for a couple of weeks be Is about
the biggest busiuess wan oo earth, If
his army were one of war rather than
peace he could conquer the workd,

Then he musters in a lnrge army of |
Balvation Army and Volunteer lads

THE SAINT AND THE MEssENGER DOY.

nnd lnsses o gather amwl cook Chrlst
s dinners for the poor and to belp
distribute bis prescents in f e te e meut
distriets. e never forgets e needy,
Hut amobg his great array of depu
tes et us not forget the postman,
Who bns sot secn the falthful servant |
staggering umder his great londs on
Christmus  mornlng? The business
dutie by Unele Sam's postottice for the
two wieks bDefouge Christmns Iw jllﬂl
nbout double what It 18 at ondinary
timos.  All this is because of Banty
Claus, 80 the extra clerks and postman
needed must be credited up to him,

PAGE FENCE

SCORES OF STYLES FOR EVERY PURPOSE, BOTH
REGULAR AND SPECIAL.

Our Business

RANCHES FENCED COMPLETE.
ESTIMATES FURNISHED.

WE FURNISH MAN AND TOOLS AND ASSIST IN
THE ERECTION OF EVERY ROD OF PAGE FENCE
WITHOUT EXTRA COST.

AGE FENC

IS CHEAPEST IN PRICE AND HIGHEST IN QUAL-
ITY. CALL AND INVESTIGATE AND GET OUR
PRICES. IT WILL PAY YOU. CORRESPONDENCE
SOLICITED.

Fencing is

“The Page Fence Men”

SOUTHERN OREGON — NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

MAIN

OFFICE:

134 Riverside Avenue, North MEDFORD, OREGON

PHONE MAIN 2681.

| GADDIS & DIXON

~Is Assured

TO THOSE WHO SIT IN OUR CHAIRS, WRITE
ON OUR DESKS, EAT FROM OUR TABLES:
SEE US FOR ANYTHING IN THE MISSION

FURNITURE LINE.

MISSION FURNITURE
WORKS

COR. EIGHTH AND HOLLY.

LOOKING OUT FOR SANTY,

By GERALD PRIME.
My mamma, when we build our
house,
Wants plenty closets in it.
She says she'll tell the architeck
That's how he must begin it.

My papa says he doesn't care
A fig for big elothespresses,

But what he wants is plenty room,
And that he'll have, he guesses.

But I don't care how little "tis,
A palace or a shanty,

I want a chimney big enough
To let in dear old Santy!

If you cannot reach us in person, you can reach us by

Phone 3272.

ALL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED.
PHONE US YOUR ORDERS. -

1=rnetion

It is a gaod habit,

It is a rapidly growing habit with all Med-

It i= au habit by which thousands save in their daily and

thiv and

el the ofle

the store, its

vearly expenditures. It is a habit that becomes

ner ]u,'u[lll' h"ll\' here.

People are satisficd with our groceries.

autisfied with our prices. People are satislied with the

nauners and wethods,

Aud the broad reason is sat-
nre

wove of

WHY PAY 35¢c FOR A 5 POUND PACKAGE OF DATS WHEN

WE HAVE THEM FOR 30c?

Rex Grocery
“One Price to Everybody”




