B8YNOPSIS.

Howard Jeffries, banker's son, under
the evil Influence of Hobert Underwood.
tellow-student at Yale, leads a life of dis-
pipation, marries the daughter of a gam-
bler who died In prison, and is disowned
by his father. He Is out of work and In
fesperate stralts, Underwood, who had
pnce been engaged to Howard's step-
mother, Allcla, Is apparently in prosper-
us clrcumstances, aking advantage of
ﬂll intimacy with Allcla, he becomes a
sort of socinl highwayman, Discovering
his true character, Allcla denles him the
hquse. He sends her a note threatening
silcide. Art dealers for whom he acted
as commissioner, demand an accounting
Ho cannot make good. Howard calls at
his apartments In an Intoxlcated condl-
tion to request a loan of §2,000 to enable
him to I:Le up a business proposition.
Howard drinks himself Into a maudlin
condition, and goes to sleep on a divan.
A caller {8 announced and Underwood
Araws @& screen around the drunken
slgeper. Allcla enters. She demands na
romise from Underwood that he will not
ake his life. He refuses unless she will
renew her patronage. This she refuses,
nd takes her leave. Undorwood kills
Thae report of the pistol awa-
He finds Underwood dead.
Hee
rutnl
Hownrd

himself.
kens Hownrd.
Howard is turned over fto the
Capt. Clinton, notorfous for his
treatment of prisoners, puts

through the third degree, and finally gets
an alleged confession from the harassed
Annle, Howard's wife, declares her

man.
bellef In her husband's Innocence, and
calls on Jeffrles, Br. He refuses to help
unless she will consent to a divorce, To

save Howard she consents, but when she
finds that the elder Jeffries does not In-
tend to stand by his son, except finan-
elally, she scorns his help. Annie appeals
to Judge Brewster, attorney for Jeffries,

., to take Hownrd's case, He declines
It |s reported that Annie is going on the
stage, The banker and his wife call on
Judge Brewster to find some way to pre-
vent It. Annle agaln pleads with Brew-
ster to defend Howard, He consents.

CHAPTER XVI.—Continued.

“Ah! T begin to understand. You
knew Robert Underwood? Howard
knows your volce—he heard you—talk-
ing to him— Oh, Mrs. Jeffrles! Are
you the woman who visited his apart-
ments that night?”

The banker's wife bowed her head
and collapsed on a chalr.

“Yes," she murmured In a low tone.

Annle looked at her In amazement.

“Why didn't you come forward at
once?" ghe ecried. “Think of the paln
which you might have spared us!"™

Allela covered her face with her
handkerchlef. She was crylng now.

‘‘The disgrace—the disgrace!™ she
monaned.

*Diggrace!” echoed Annle, stupe-
fled. Indignantly, she went on: “Dis-
grace—to you? But what of me and
Howard "’

“Can’t you reallze what It means to
be assoclated with such a crime?” she
walled,

“Disgrace!” cried Annle contemptu-
ously. “What ls disgrace when a hu-
man life 1s at stake?"”

“It geemad 8o useless,” moaned Al-
fela—"a useless sacrifice in the face
of tHoward's confesslon. Of course
=it I'd known—If I'd suspected what
you tell me—I'd have come forward
and told everything—no matter at
what cost.” ‘Tearfully she added:
“Surely you reallze the position it
puts me in?"

A new light shone In Annle’s eyes.
What was this woman's misery to
her? Her duty was to the poor fel-
low who was counting the houra until
ghe could set him free. His stepmoth-
er deserved no mercy. Utterly self-
{sh, devold of a spark of humanity,
she would have left them both to
perish in order to protect herself from
shame and ridicule. Her face was set
and determined as she sald ealmly:

“It must be done now."

“Yes,” murmured Alicla In a low
tone that sounded llke a sob, “it must
be done now! Oh, If I'd only done it
befdre—If 1I'd only told Mr. Jeffries
the whole truth! You speak of How-
ard’'s sufferings. If he didn't do it,
he has at least the consclousgness of
his own {nnocence, but 1-—the con-
gtant fear of belng found out ls worse
than any hell the Imagination can con-
Jure up. 1 dreaded it—I dread it now
—It means disgrace—soclal ostraclsm
—my husband must know—the whole
world will know."

Annle was not lHstening. Still be.
wildered, she gazed with the utmost
astonlgshment at her companion. To
think that this mysterfous woman
they had been seeking was Howard's
stepmother.

“8o0 you're the missing witness we
have all been hunting for!" she sald;
“l ecan't belleve It even now., How
did it happen?”

“He and I were once engaged. |
broke It off when I found him out.
After I married Mr. Jeffries | met Un-
derwood again. Foollshly, 1 allowed
the old Intimacy to be renewed. He
took advantage and preyed on my
friends. 1 forbade him my house,
He wrote me a letter In which he
threatened to kill himself. I was
afrald he meant it—! wanted to pre
vent him. 1 went to his rooms that
night. 1—didn't tell Mr, Jeffries.
When the truth Is known and [ ac
knowledge that 1 visited thls man—
can you ses what It means?—what a
fuss there’ll be. Everybody will put
the worst construction onm ft—"

“Trust them for that!™ sald Annle
grimly. Bhe was sorry for the wom-
An's distreas, yet, belng only human,
she felt a certaln sense of satlsfaction
In seeing her suffer a little of what
she had been made to suffer,

“They'll say that 1—God knows
what they'll say!"” went on Allela dis-
tractedly. “My husband will be
dragged through the mire of another
publie scandal—his social prestige will
—oh, | dare not think of {t—| know—
my duty 1s to that unfortunate boy., 1
mustn’t think of myself.”

“Have you the letter that Mr. Un-
derwood wrote you?" demanded her
companion.

“Yes—I've never been able to de
stroy It. I don't know why [ Rapt it,
but thank God | have it!" Moaning,
she went on:
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“The dlsgrace!—the dilsgrace!—It's
ruln—degradation! It's the end of
everything!—the end of everything!"

Annle regarded with contempt this
poor, weak, walling creature who
lacked the moral courage to do what
was merely right. Her volce was not
imkind as she sald:

ruin you. But what am | to do—tell
me, what am I to do?

“l don't know,” moaned her com-
panion helplessly,

“Howard must be saved."

“Yes."

“Will you tell Judge Brewster or
shall 17"

“Judge Drewster! Why should he
know?" cried Allela, startled. More
composedly and as if resigned to the
inevitable, she went on: “Yes, | sup-
pose he must know sooncr or later,
but, —*

She broke down agaln and burst In-
to tears. Annle watched her In sl
lence

“It's tough—Ilsn’t 1t?" she sald sym-
pathetically.

“Yes," eobbed Alleia through her
tears, “It's—It's tough!” Rising, she
dried her eyes and sald hastily: “Don't
say anything now. Glve me a few
hours. Then | can think what Is best
to be done.”

Annle was about to reply when the
oflfice door suddenly opened and Judge
Brewster entered. Addressing Alicla,
he sald:

“Pardon me, Mrs. Jeflries, 1 hope 1

mlﬂl&
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haven't kept you walting." Notlecing
her agltation and traces of tears, he
looked surprised. e made no com-
ment but turned to Annle:

“l have been talking to Dr, Bern-
steln over the ‘phone.”

Annle approached him softly and
sald In a whisper:

“I've told Mrs, Jeffries that you have
undertaken Howard's defense.”

Judge Drewster smiled at hls
wealthy client, almost apologetically,
Annle thought. Then addressing her,
he sald:

"Yes, I've been quite busy since I
saw you. | have put three of the best
detectives we have on the trail of the
woman who visited Underwood that
night. 1 don't think the pollce have
been trylng very hard to find her.

Each Waa Absorbed

They're satlsfied with Howard's con-
fesslon. But we want her and we'll
get her—"

“Oh!" gasped Allcia,

The judge was proceeding to tell of
other steps he had taken when the
door opened and the head clerk en-
tered, followed by Mr. Jeffries,

“I told Mr. Jeffries that Mrs, Jef-
friea was here,” sald the clerk.

“You might have told him that there
were two Mra, Jeffries here,” laughed
the judge.

The clerk retired and the banker,
completely ignoring the presence of
his daughter-in-law, turned to his wife
and eald:

“1 regret, my dear, that you should
be subjected to these family annoy-
ances."

Judge Nrewster came forward and
cleared his throat as if prellminary to
something important he had to say
Addressing the banker, he sald bold-
Iy:

“Mr. Jeffries, 1 have declded to un-
dertake Howard's defense.”

Hls arilstocratic cllent was taken
completely by surprise. For a mo
ment he could say nothing, but sim-
ply stared at the lawyer as if un-
able to belleve his ears. With an ef-
fort, he at last exclaimed:

“Indeed!—then you will please con-
slder our business relations to have
ceased from this moment.™

The lawyer bowed.

“As you please,” he sald suavely.

The banker turned to his wife,

“Alecla—come.”

He offered his arm and turned to
ward the door Allela, In distresa,
looked back at Annle, who nodded
reassuringly to her. Judge Brewster
rose and, going to the door, opened

It. The banker bowed stifly and sald:

“I don’t want to disgrace you—or |

“Pray don't trouble. Good morning,
sir.”
As Allicla followed her husband out,

“Come and see me at my home."”
When ehe had disappeared

sat down at his desk.

she turned and whlﬁ[)?fﬂd to Annle: _Tllﬂklnﬂ an untrue confession.
- |

the z
judge came back Into the room andr

| At any rate It was worth trying

“Well, that's done!"” he exclalmed
| with a sigh of rellef. Rummaging for
A moment among his papers, he|
looked up and sald with an encoura-
ging smile:

“Now, I you please, we will go over
that evidence—bit by bit.”

CHAPTER XVII.

The news that Judge Brewster
would appear for the defendant at the
approaching trial of Howard Jeffries
went through the town llke wildfire,
and caused an immediate revival In
the public Interest, which was begln-
ning to slacken for want of hourly
stimulation. Rumor said that there
had been a complete reconclliation In
the Jeffrles family, that the banker
was now convinced of his son's inno-
cence, and was determined to spend
|a fortune, if necessary, to save him.
This and other reports of similar
nature were all untrue, but the judge
let them pass without contradiction.
They were harmless, he chuckled, and
If anything, helped Howard's cause.

Meantime he himself had not been
fdle. When once he made up his
mind to do a thing he was not con-

In His

Own Thoughts.

tent with half measures. Night and
day he worked on the case, preparing
evidence, seelng wlitnesses and ex-
perts, until he had gradually bullt
up a bulwark of defense which the
police would find difficult . to tear
down, Yet he was not wholly reas-
sured as to the outcome until Annfe,
the day following the interview In his
office, Informed him breathlessly that
she had found the mysterlous woman.
The judge was duly elated; now 1t
was plain salling, indeed! There had
always been the possibility that How-
ard's confession to the pollce was
true, that he had really killed Under-
wood. But now they had found the
one important witness, the myster!
ous woman who was In the apart
ment a few minutes before the shoot-
ing and who was In possession of a
letter in which Underwood declared
his intention of shooting himself,
doubt was no longer possible. Acquit-

That Price Has Been Demanded for
Drawing by the Famous
Leonardo da Vinel
Lot no one say that art does not
pay, when right in Fifth avenue it 1a
offered at $8600 the square inch, which
fa conslderably more than the lots
that front in that exclusive thorough-

fare would bring.

Stroll imto the new galleries at
638, and In a dingy little frame, with
several other patches, you will see a
drawing by Leonardo da Vinel in red
chalk. It |s only 3% Inches square,
and, taking out the trimming of Its
upper corners, it contains ten square
inches

The price 1s $6,000. It 1s entitled
“The Head of a Young Man'™ and,
small as it 1s, the skill of the Itallan
palnter inspires every line of the tiny
masterplece,

There is not far mway a small draw-

Linl by Rembrandt,, which Is there

| Judge Insisted, also, that to this meet

Art at $600 a S_q_uare Inch

tal was a foregone conclusion. Me|
pleased was the judge at Amnie's find
that he did not Insist on knowing tne
woman's name. He saw that Annle
preferred, for some reason, not to give
{t—even to her legal adviser—and he
let her have her way, exacting only
that the woman should be produced
the Instant he needed her. The young
woman readily assented. Of course,
there remained the "confession,” but
that had been obtalped unfalrly, 1l
legally, fraudulently. The next ilmpor
tant step was to arrange a meeting at
the judge’'s house at which Dr. Dern
gtein, the hypnotle expert, would be
present and to which should be Invi
ted both Capt. Clinton and Howard's
father. In front of all these witnesses
the judge would accuse the police cap
tain of browbeating hils prisoner Into
Per
haps the captain could be argued intc
admitiing the possibility of a mistake
having been made. If, further, he could
be convinced of the existence of doe
umentary evidence showing that Un
derwood really committed suicide he
might be willing to recede
position In order to protect

from bis
himsel!

The

1

ing the mysterlous woman witn
should also come, to be produced al
such a moment as the lawyer might
consider opportune., Annle merely de
manded a few hours' time so she could
make the appointment and soon re
turned with a solemn promlse that
the woman would attend the meet
ing and come forward at whatever
moment called upon,

Three evenings later there was an
impressive gathering at Judge Drew
ster's residence. In the handsomely
appointed Hbrary on the second ifloor
were seated Dr., Bernstein, Mr, Jef
frles and the judge. KEach was ab
sorbed In his own thoughts. Dr. Bern
steln was puffing at a blg black clgar;
the banker stared vacantly into space
The judge, at his desk, examined some
legal papers. Not a word was spo
ken., They seemed to be waiting for
a fourth man who had not yet ar
rived, Presently Judge Drewster
looked up and sald:

“Gentlemen, | expect Capt. Clintor
in a few minutes, and the matter wil
be placed before you."

Mr. Jeffries frowned. It was great
ly agalnst his wish that he had beer
dragged to this conference. Peevish
ly, he sald:

“I've no wish to be present at the
meeting. You know that and yet
you sent for me”

Judge DBrewster looked up at him
quickly and sald quietly yet de
cisively:

“Mr. Jeffrles, It is absolutely nec
essary that you be present when )
tell Capt. Clinton that he has either
willfully or lgnorantly forced your son
to confess to having committed @
erime of which [ am persuaded he ls
absolutely innocent.”

The banker shrugged his shouldara

“If 1 can be of service, of course
I—I am only too glad—but what can
I say—what can 1 do?"

“Nothing,” replled the judge curtly.
“But the moral effect of your presence
Is invaluable.,” More amiably he went
on: “Belleve me, Jeffries, I wouldn'{
have taken this step unless [ was ab
solutely sure of my position. I have
been Informed that Underwood com
mitted sulclde, and to-night evidenoce
confirming this statement ls to be
placed In my hands. The woman whe
pald him that mysterious wvisit jusi
before his death has promised to come
here and tell us what she knows. Now
If Capt. Clinton can be got to admil
the possibility of his being mistaker
it means that your son will be free
In a few days.”

“Who has given you this Informa
tion?" demanded the banker skeptic
ally.

“Howard's wlife,” answered the
judge quietly. The banker started and
the lawyer went on: “She knows whe
the woman is, and has promised tc
bring her here to-night with docu
mentary proof of Underwood’'s sul
clde.”

“You are depending on
sneered.

“Why not?" demanded the judge
“She has more at stake than any ol
us, She has worked day and nighi
on this case. It was she who arousec
Dr. Bernstein’s Interest and persuad
ed him to colleet the evidence agalnsi
Capt. Clinton.”

The banker frowned.

“She I8 the cause of the whole mls
erable business,” he growled.

The door opened and the butler, en
tering, handed his master a card.

“Ah!" ejaculated the judge, “Here's
our man! Show him up.”

When the servant had disappeared
Mr. Jeffrles turned to his host. Witk
a show of Irritation he sald:

“l think you put too much falth In
that woman, but you'll find out—you'l
find out.™

Judge Brewster smiled.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

her?” he

through the courtesy of the new own-
er, who bought it for $15,000 before
the dealers had a chance to hang it
and has permitted it to remain in ll’ml
show. The drawing, partly in sepia|
and here and there with a touch ofll
crayon, was intended as a study for|
a painting and is entitled “Christ and |
the Two Apostles.” It is elght by tem |
inches.—New York Herald

In the Year 2,000

Translent—Who's that prosperow
looking fellow over there?

Natlve—That's Squire Shuvvell, the
millionalre ditch-digger. Everybody |
laughed at him years ago when he re
fused to become a doctor or a lawyer,
and even turned down the com!
spondence schools’ offer to make him|
a window dresser or an electrical ep-|
gineer. Time proved his wisdom, and
today, as the only unskilled laborer in |
this sectlon, he can command almost
tabulous prices.—Puck

| ed the idea.

Rebels |Charge Americans, But Bold
Front Stops Them.

At the Boundary Camp of American
Troops Near Fabens, Tex.—The cool
judgment of an American army lieu-
tenant and the aggressive stand of
two Texas rangers in the face of 200
Mexican rebels advanecing on the
American boundary line prevented
serious complications early Wednes-
day between the United States and
Mexico.

‘““Death to them!"" cried the Mexi-
cans, and a shot rang out as they
spurred their horses, drew their car-
bines from their saddle slots and
charged forward to a wagon road
where Lieutenant C. A. Dougherty
and 35 men of Troop B, Fourth Uni-
ted BStates cavalry, had stationed
themselves, their rifles pointing to-
ward Mexico. C. E. Wasster and
Charles Moore, of the Texas rangers,
who have been accompanying the
American troops on the border patrol,
dashed forward.

“If you dare to come across this
wagon road we'll arrest your whole
army,’’ shouted Wasster. Lieutenant
Dougherty, thinking perhaps he had
miscalculated the boundary line, gave
the Mexicans the benefit of the doubt
and drew his men back a few yards,
under cover of some sage and mes-
quite, ordering them under no circum-
stances to fire until so commanded.

““This wagon road is the line,”
Wasster continued to call in Spanish
to the advancing rebels who formed
into a fighting line, demanding at
the same time that they send out their
chiefs for parley. Colonels Jose Cor-
doba and Carlos Bustamente, in com-
mand of the rebels, who were moving
on Guadalupe, dismounted and crossed
the Sandy road. The Mexicans de-
clared they mistook the rangers for
two men for whom they had been
searching.

Lieutenant Dougherty came forward
and defined what he believed to be the
American line. The rebel leaders
soon turned their troops away and
headed eastward toward Guadalupe.

ARTIST, 86, IN POORHOUSE.

Sitting Among Many Failures, He Re-
flects on Past Fame.

San' Francisco—Deserted and left
penniless at 86 years old, Joseph
Paudle, an artizsan who is almost an
artist, is now an inmate of the City
and County Relief Home, where with
bowed head and trembling chin, he sits
among a erowd of other old men who
are mostly failures, while he had con-
quered fame as the man whose handi-
work had cast the statue of Liberty on
Washington capitol.

Distressed by poverty and old age,
he has existed for the past few years
on the charity of a few friends, but
now, alone, he has come to pass his
last days in the poorhouse.

Paudler is chiefly known to San
Franciscans for his work on the Me-
chanies” monument on Market street
and the statue of General U, 8. Grant
in Golden Gate park, as well as that
in Washington square. Trembling
with age, the white-haired old man
described how the fire of 1906 took all
his possessions. For three years he
worked on the figure of Liberty,
which now adorns the cupola on the
capitol at Washington, a work often
interrupted by the stirring events of
the Civil war.

““Abrgham Lincoln,'" said the old
man, ‘‘took a great interest in my
work, and often he would stop and
speak to me.”’

He did most of the brass and bronze
work in this city for 20 years.

Amateur Aviator Killed.

Xenia, Ohio.—Fred J. Southard, of
Minneapolis, Minn., an aviator, fell
100 feet at the Wright aviation field
near Osborne and was instantly killed.
Southard, who was 40 years old, had
just bought the saeroplan® from the
Wright brothers. He obtained the
keys to the hangar after he had been
refused permission to take the aero-
plane out without further experience.
He fell just six minutes after he had
begun the first flight alone. His body
was badly crushed.

War Footing Increased.

Berlin—The Reichstag has passed
the third reading of the bills increas-
ing the German army and navy. The
navy bill provides for an extra battle
squadron, for which three additional
battleships and two cruisers are to be
constructed before 1920. The esti-
mated additional cost is $24,250,000
this year, $31,750,000 next year and
$28,500,000' yearly afterward. The
army bill provides for an incease of
29,000 men, excluding officers and non-
commissioned officers and other details
in the peace footing in the army.

Denver Tries New Deal.

Denver—Demoerat ‘and Republican
headquarters concede the election of
Henry J. Arnold mayor and practical-
ly the entire citizens' ticket. Early
returns showed that the citzens' ticket
had carried each of the 76 precincts
reported, by such a wide margin that
the scratched ballots would not
change the result. This seemed to in-
sure the re-election of Ben B. Lindsey
as judge of the juvenile court. The
campaign was fought on loeal issues.

Plan Monument for “ul}ﬁilnt.

Paris — A movement is well under
way here for the erection of a monu-
ment to the memory of the hero musi-
cians who stood playing ‘*Nearer, My
God, To Thee,’” as the liner Tilanic
disappeared in the waters of the At-
lantie. The Association Sportive des
Astirtes Musicians de France originat-
A concert will be given,
the proceeds from which will form the
nucelus of the fund.

Haldane Goes to Berlin,
London—Viscount Haldane, British
secretary of war, left for Berlin Wed-
nesday. He will continue his mission,
begun in the early spring, of prepar-
ing the ground for a movement to-
ward the restriction of armaments and

iof improving international relations.
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UNIFORM SALARIES IS AIM.

Governor West Drafts Bill to Equal-
ize Officials’ Pay.

Salem—A bill to make salaries in
every county of the state on a more
equal basis than under the present
system, and provide for an automatic
adjustment every two or four years
when a new apportionment is made, is
being worked out by Governor West.

The system will be prepared care-
fully, and will be submitted to mem-
bers of the legislature before January
so that each one will have an oppor-
tunity to study whatever merits or de-
merits it may have.

‘““Salaries to county officials
throughout the state,’” said Governor
West, ‘‘are made without relation to
each other. One county, for instance,
may pay its county judge $300, while
another county may pay itsa judge
$1200, though the counties may not
vary any or but little in their respec-
tive populations, area or assessed val-
uation of property. Again, a county
clerk may be getting more salary than
a county judge or another official may
be drawing more than a county clerk.
There should be a uniform basis for
salaries,

““Whenever the legislature con-
venes, friends of some officials in a
county, who are elected, come in with
bills to boost these officials’ salaries,
Officials without friends in the legis-
lature do not get any of the raises. A
score of bills to raise salaries were in-
troduced at the last legislature, but I
vetoed them all.

‘“‘Salaries should be equalized and
reduced by some system. What I pro-
pose to do is this: I will prepare a
statement showing the salaries of
each county official in every county in
the state. These statements for each
county will then be submitted to
Granges and other organizations as
well as prominent individuals in each
county, and they will be asked to re-
turn to me an estimate of what they
think their county should pay out in
salaries. Out of all that are submit-
ted, an average will be struck for
each county and a total secured for
the state. Each county will then be
apportioned a share of this total ac-
cording to area, population and assess-
ed valuation.

‘“As the state grows, a new appor-
tionment would automatically adjust
the salaries of the county officials.”’

MINERAL BULLETIN OFF PRESS

Book on Economic Geological Re-

sources of Oregon Issued.

Oregon Agricultural College, Cor-
vallis—The new bulletin on ‘‘The Ee-
onomie Geological Resources of Ore-
gon,”’ extension series No. B, issued
by the Oregon State bureau of mines
at the Oregon Agricultural college, of
which Prof. H. H. Parks is director,
ia just off the press. Itis a book of
120 pages illustrated by 21 fine cuts,
and is sent free upon request to all
residents of the state who are inter-
ested in the subject.

““Washington, on the north, spends
annually $28,760 through her State
Geological Survey investigating her
mineral resouces. Her mineral pro-
duction is approximately $17,000,000
annually,’” says Prof. Parks in intro-
duction. ‘‘California, on the south,
spends annually $30,000 through her
state bureau of mines investigating
her mineral resources, and the value
of her mineral production annually is
$86,000,000. Both these states have
maintained their bureaus of investi-
gation for many years.

““Oregon has spent about $1,200
through the state bureau of mines in-
vestigating her mineral resources, and
has an annual mineral production of
approximately $4,000,000. 1Is it il-
logical to think that some relation
exists between the mineral production
of a state and the funds spent in in-
vestigation of the same? Is it pos-
sible that Mother Nature discriminated
against the state of Oregon by cutting
off the minersl resources at a political

are

boundary line?

Timely Rains Save Timber,
Seaside — Timely rains will save
thousands of feet of valuable timber

from foresg fires, which have been
raging for the past week in the vicin-
ity of Humbug mountain. Large areas
have been burned over and many fam-
ilies made homeless. Damage up to
the present time has not been esti-
mated but will reach a large sum.
The two little stations of Hamlet and
Necanicum were in the path of the fire
and were destroyed. These fires were
some distance south of here and did
not cause the recent fire here.

Storm Drenches Pendleton,
Pendleton—Commencing early Mon-
day afternoon, a heavy rain visited
Pendleton and Umatilla county gener-

FARMERS EXPECT BIG CROP,

After Three _Years of Poor Yields,
Growers Say Success Assured,
Pendleton—After three years of al-

most total crop failures Morrow coun-

ty wheat growers are already prepar-
ing to harvest what promises to be
one of the best erops in the history of
the county, according to County Judge

Patterson, of Heppner, and J. B. Hud-

dleston, station agent for the 0.-W.

R. & N. at the same point. These

men say farmers report the ground

wet four feet, and with the splendid
start which the grain has it is believed
nothing can prevent the harvesting of

a bumper yield.

Some of the growers say there have
been years in the past when the grow-
ing grain looked as promising as at
present, but that it did not have the
moisture in the ground to back it up,
so that the lack of later rains caused a
near-failure.

The growers of alfalfa along Willow
and Ray creeks are looking forward to
heavier crops than usual. They are
always assured of a good first crop,
but the lack of sufficient snow in the
mountains has often caused the
streams to dry up so early that sum-
mer irrigation has been almost out of
the question. This year there is an
unusual amount of snow in the hills
and the streams are all running bank
full at the present time, with the
prospect of a good supply of water for
six or eight weeks to come.

BUMPER CROP OF APPLES.

Yield to Be From [,000,000 to |,-
250,000 Boxes,

" The apple crop of Hood River this
year will be from 1,000,000 to 1,250,-
000 boxes, according to prediction
made by President Charles N. Clarke,
of the Hood River Commercial club, to
Professor Charles H. Lane, agricul-
tural expert from Washington, who
spent a day touring the famous valley.

Mr. Clarke based his estimate on
the heaviness of bloom and generally
favorable conditions, which give
promise of a crop from five to six
times as large as the harvest of 200,-
000 boxes last year.

It was found that Hood River peo-
ple were growing more strawberries
this year than ever before. There are
some 4000 acres in newly planted
o s and 3000 in bearing orchards,

pple bloom, which a week before
hag® been
bigeht out and nenrly'retﬁed by the
warm days that followed the visit of
the Press club to Hood River a week
or so before.

GRANGERS URGE REFORMS.

Legislative Committee Favors Second
Choice Voting.

Roseburg—The second day of the
State Grange meeting in this city
dawned fine and cool. The various
committees began to bring in their re-
ports, the committee on legislation re-
porting favorably on second choice
voting in state and county elections,
on changing the time when nominat
ing petitions shall be filed to 30 days
previous to the primary election, and
on authorizing the county clerk to
send every voter a sample ballot 10
days previous to the election. It also
recommended a revision of the elee-
tion laws so that no candidate or other
persons in behalf of a candidate shall
spend altogether more than 15 per
cent of the first year’s salary except
that the minimum limit shall be §100.

Freewater Expects Big Crop.

Freewater — That crop prospects in
this vicinity were never better than
now is the report from every section
of the valley. On the foothills the
wheat is almost a foot high, and the
excessive rain has deepened the root-
ing of the wheat, insuring the biggest
crop ever harvested. In the valley
proper wheat in many sections is al-
ready heading out and harvesting this
year will be early. Local strawberries
have appeared, the first crate coming
from Art Isley. It was shipped to
Boise, Idaho.

Marshfield Starts Plant.

Marshfield—The contract let by the
C. A. Smith Lumber & Manufacturing
company for the new electric power
plant here is the largest of the kind
ever awarded in this part of the state.
The cost of the plant will be more
than $100,000. C. C. Moore & Com-
pany, of San Francisco, have the con-
tract, and the machinery is to be fur-
nished by the General Electric com-
pany. The plant will be at the Smith
mill and will furnish power for log-
ging, running the sawmill and the pulp
mill to be built to consume the waste.

Farmers Planning Fairs.
Astoria—Stockholders of the Lower
Columbia River Agricultural company

ally with a high wind rising toward
evening, which did considerable dam-

age to electric wires between this city |

and Walla Walla, A live wire was
blown down on Jefferson street and a
cab horse was eloctrocuted. All high-
power lines were cut earlier in the
day. Other live wires were blown
down, but repaired before any seri-

ous damage resulted. Many telephone |

lines were disabled.

Cable Laid Under River,

held a meeting Saturday and organ-
ized, electing G. L. Rees president,
Robert C. Kinney, vice president, and
C. §. Dow secretary. They also elect-
ed a board of seven directors. This is

| the company organized by the farmers

of the ecounty for the purpose of hold-
ing annual fairs. A committee was
appointed to ascertain where fairs
shall be held.

Duckling Has Four Legs.
Otegon City—A fpur-legged duck

Hood River—The Pacifie Telephone ' made its appearance ai* the home of

& Telegraph company has finished
making connections on each side of
the Columbia river with the huge
cable laid under the river two months
ago, and Hood River and White Sal-
mon are now connected by eable line,
The former telephone connections be-
tween the two cities were made by an
aerial line, crossing from the high
point of Stanley Rock, on this side of
the river.

Marion Prune Crop to Be Gead.

Salem—That the prune crop south
of the city will be as large as last
yenr, when the crop was excellent, is
the statement made by several of the
leading prune men who have been in-
vestigating reports that the crop
promises to be small.

!of the freak of nature.

'Mr. and Nrs. Joseph Robinson, of
' Canemah, Sunday, and the little fel-

\low is thriving, although it has been
taken from the mother hen. Mrs.
Robinson intends taking special care
Two of the
{duckling’s legs are in normal position,
while the ‘‘extra’’ two are farther
back and kept close to the body.

Elgin to Observe Fourth,

| Elgin—At a citizens’ meeting Fri-
day evening it was decided that Elgin
shall hold a three days’ celebration on
July 4, 5 and 6. A finance committee
of three was appointed, who had al-
ready solicited funds for the carrying
on of the celebration, and reported
there would be between $800 and
| $1000 with which to meet expenses.

barely visible, had been

-




