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DALLAS CLUB ON RECORD.

Plan Favored to Validate Titles to
Rich Timber Lands.

Dallas—At a meeting of the Dallas
Commercial club, the organization
went on record as favoring action by
congress looking to the validating of
titles to rich timber lands held in this
county by innocent persons from the
railroad company. A resolution to
this effect was drafted, and it was or-
dered that a copy of the same be sent
to each of the Oregon representatives
and senators in congress.

There are billions of feet of stand-
ing timber of first grade quality upon
these lands, the title to which is now
in dispute, and the lumber industry is
being seriously handicapped by reason
of this contention over these titles.
It is understood that the Spaulding
Logging company owns a great deal of
this land, and in case title is perfected
by act of congress, this company will
sell a part of its holdings west of here,
and that a new mill will go in at
Dallas. Inasmuch as the use of the
LaCreole river for logging purpcses
has been stopped by order of the
court, the logging of this timber west
of here, and on the upper branches of
this river, will necessitate the con-
struction of another railroad line from
this ecity into that territory.

RAINBOW MINE PROSPERS,

Large Stamp Mill Will Be Installed
ae First Improvements.

Baker—So successful has been the
first year of ownership of the Rain-
bow mine by the United Smelting &
Refining company that extensive im-
provements are planned. One of
them will be a large stamp mill.

A party of the company’s officials,
including Frederick Lyon, vice-presi-
dent; C. F Moore, chief engineer; A.
P. Anderson, chief field engineer and
Howard S. Lee, engineer in charge of
the Rainbow, were here in consultation
with officials of the Humboldt Consol-
idated Gold Mining company, wiich
controls the Humboldt mine and with
Assistant Manager Wright, of the
Oregon-ldaho Light & Power com-
pany, in regard to getting power for
these and other mines in the Mormon
Basin country. It is reported that
the United States company has already
ordered three hoilers of large capacity
for the mill, which means one of the
most beneficial steps to the mining
industry in recent years.

PUBLIC DANCES MAY GO,

Albany Council Considers
Them Under Ban.

Albany—Public dances will be ab-
solutely prohibited in Albany if an or-
dinance introduced at the meeting of
the councity council thia week passes.
This proposed law not only abrogates
public dances, but provides for the
supervision of private dances as well.

This ordinance makes it unlawful
for any person to hold a public dance
or for the owner of any building to
rent it for a public dance. A public
dance is defined by this ordinance as
cne #hat is advertised through the
press or by posters or folders or other
advertising schemes.

The ordinance recites that nothing
in the law shall be construed to pre-
vent private dancing parties but that
these shal! be held under the super-
vision of two or more patronesses, ap-
proved by the mayor in writing. For
violatien of any of the provisions of
the proposed law a fine of from £10 to
$60 or imprisonment of from five to
256 days is provided.

Putting

Wool Sale Dates Announced.
La Grande -The secretary of the
Oregon  Woolgrowers'  association,
John G. Hoke, of Medical Springs,
states that prospects are bright and
the outlook unusually good for a fine
wool clip this year, and the announce-
ment of sales dates in Eastern Oregon
has been made, The dates are:
Echo, May 256; Pehdleton, May 30 and
June 10; Pilot Rock, May 31 and June
10; Heppner, June 4, 6 and 17; Shan-
iko, June 6 and 21; Baker, June 8 and
July 8; Ontario, June 10; Vale, June
1; Metolius, June 24 and July 16;
Enterprise and Wallowa, June 235 and
29,

Indians’ Protest Heard.

Pendleton—The small band of In-
dians which has been attempting to
keep the City of Pendleton from ac-
quiring the Thorne Hollow springs as
n source of water supply have eaused
another delay. The land in question
is unalloted for the reason it is con-
sidered worthless, but aecording to a
resolution adopted by the city council
und forwarded to Washington, the ae-
quistion of the land is absolutely
neécessary in  order to  keep the
aprings free from possible contamina-
tion,

Chann«l Survey Shown.

Oregon City—M. D. Latourette, sec-
retary of the Commercial club, re-
eeived from Senator Bourne a copy of
the report of Major J. F. Mecindoe,
corps of engineers, on the preliminary
examination and survey of the Wil
lamette river between Portland and
Oregon City. Maps accompany the
report. The report is now before the
rivers and harbors committee. The
plan provides for a channel 12 feet
deep st low water to Oswego, and a
minimum depth of three and one-half
feet from that point to Oregon City.

Early Plum Blossoams Are Out,

Cottage Grove — The earliest plum
hlossoms ever seen in this section of
the valley were brought into the ecity
Monday by Horace Cochran. There
are many who fear a frost and great
attendant damage to the precious fruit
trees. Garden peas are also in blos-
som.

To Have Postal Savings Bank,
Toledo — Toledo is soon to have a
postal savings bank. Postmaster Ar.
nold received notice that this office
has been chosbn. The bank will be
opened for business March 7.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
PROGRESS OF OUR HOME STATE

GRADE OF APPLES HIGH.
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Hood River Has 70 Per Cent of
Crop Extra Fancy.

Hood River—Showing the crop to
be 70 per cent extra fancy, statistics
have just been compiled on the returns
so far received from the 1911 apple
output of the Hood River valley, for
the fruit sold up to February 1 of this
year. A statement of the prices f. o.
b. Hood River, giving the averages of
the two averages of the Hood River
Apple Growers' union and the David-
son Fruit company, has been made
public as follows by the Commercial
club in a folder just issued:

““Extra Fancy,'’ 70 per cent; ‘‘Fan-
ey,” 256 per cent, and *‘C Grade' b
per cent.

Yellow Newtown Pippin, extra fan-
cy, $1.99 per box.

Arkansas Black, extra fancy, $2.12;
fancy, $1.75; C grade, $1.35.

Black Twigs, one grade, $1.42.

Red Cheek Pippins, §1.62.

Winter Bananas, extra fancy, $2.40.

Baldwin, one grade, $1.30.

Spitzenberg, extra fancy, $2.14.

Wagner, one grade, $1.60,

Ortley, extra fancy, $2.05.

Strawberries, 60,000 crates, or 100
ears, at an average of $2.25 a crate.

Pears, 25 cars; Bartletts, $1.256 per
box, and D'Anjou, §$1.92 per box.

The average of the Yellow New-
towns will be materially increased
when the full returns are received in
the late spring. The greater part of
the Newtown crop is as yet unsold.

The principal markets of the Hood
River apple are shown to be London,
Liverpool, Hamburg, New York City,
Chicago, Milwaukee, Minneapolis,
Rockford and other cities contiguous
to the above. An increasing demand
during the past two years has been
showing itself in the Middle West and
Southern states. Several carloads of
Hood River apples have been disposed
of in Tennessee and Arkansas within
the past few months. Texas also con-
sumes & great quantity of the fruit
and is demnndlng more.

DEFICIENCY NOT GRAVE.

West Says Institutions Will Not Be
Behind at Year's End.

Salem—The figures as shown in the
statement prepared by Seecretary Ol-
cott, indicating that somewof the state
institutions are behind, as far as their
maintenance appropriations are con-
cerned, do not indicte that the insti-
tutions will show a deficiency at the
end of the year, says Governor West,

“We announced early that there
would be no deficiencies, and there
will be none,’” said the governor.
‘““The figures for the year, while on
the face they would indicate that the
institutions are in some instances far
behind, are perhaps a little mislead-
ing. and do not show the entire status
of the institutions,

““For instance, at the state school
for the feeble-minded, where the fig-
ures indicate that the maintenance of
1912 has been used to a certain ex-
tent. However, thousands of dollars’
worth of supplies'are on hand and con-
sequently the institution will be able
to run for some time on these sup-
plies. 1 am assured by Superintend-
ent Smith, of that institution, that he
will close the year without a defi-
ciency."’

WANT COOLING STATION.

Agent Promises One Provided Build-
ing Can Be Obtained.

Freewater — At a meeting in the
offices of the Milton-Freewater Fruit
Growers' union, there were a large
number of the fruit growers present
to discuss the advisability of erecting
a pre-cooling station. D. F. Pratt, of
the department of agriculture, was
present and announced that if a proper
building could be secured the govern-
ment would establish a pre-cooling
atation here for experimental purposes,
The great waste in shipping fruit is
due to the fact that the fruit goes into
the cars in a heated condition and the
consumption of ice, while the fruit is
in transit, is heavy. The precooled
fruit would go to the cars held at the
same temperature, thus insuring the
fruit reaching ita destination in a
much better condition. The directors
will take up the matter and come to a
decision in a meeting to be held soon.
If the pre-cooler is established it will
mean much to the cities of Milton and
Freewater in the way of advertising
and will be of untold benefit to the
ranchers.

Sixteen Hundred Take Short Course

Corvallisa — Registrar H. M. Ten-
nant, of the Oregon Agricultural col-
lege, estimates the total enrollment in
the winter short course, farmers’
week and poultry show as something
aver 1,600, although the final figures
have pot been turned in by all depart-
ments of instruction. **There were 842
students registered in the regular short
courses, " he says, “‘and a conservative
estimate places the number that at-
tended the poultry lectures and dem
onstrations at 761, making a total of
1,603 people benefited by the courses,

Logging Camps to Start,

Astoria —All the companies owning
logging camps in the Grays and Deep
River distriets have small erews of
men at work repairing the railroad
tracks or extending the lines and
probably all of them will begin cut-
ting timber by the first of March.
The North Shore Logging company is
establishing a camp in a tract of tim-
ber which it has purchased a short dis-
tance from Knappton and the Camp-
bell Logging company, which complet-
ed operations on Deep River last fall,
will operate on Grays River,

Linn Road Supervisors Meet,

Albany —Every one of the 33 road
supervisors of Linn county attended s
convention of the supervisors in this
eity. The supervisors discussed meth-
ods of road building and exchanged
ideas and consulted with the County
court regarding plans for road work
this year. County Judge Duncan pre-

| sided at the convention.

AVIATDR LOST ON ICE,

Disaster On Laka Erie ard
Escapes By Chance.

Meets

Erie, Pa.—Earl Sandt, a youthful :
aviator, the first birdman to fly over

the Great Lakesa from the United
States to Canada, came to grief ten
miles out on Lake Erie from North-
east, Pa., when attempting a return
flight to the American shore.

While high in the air and 20 miles
west of his course, the engine of his
biplane stopped. For a while he
glided, but suddenly the machine over-
turned and he was buried unconscious
in the wreckage on the ice. How
long he remained in this condition
Sandt does not know. When he re-
covered he was saturated with blood
from many cuts,

Aided by a pocket compass, Sandt
walked ten miles to the American
shore, landing at Northeast at 10
o'clock at night. He was found stag-
gering along the shore by boys who
were skating and was carried to a ho-
tel Word then was telephoned to
this eity.

Sandt is not injured seriously, He
was brought here from Northeast at
midnight in a special car. Thousands
of persons, a brass band and loud
blasts from shop whistles greeted him.

MEXICAN FEDERALS WIN.

Rout 2000 Rebels in Fierce Batile
With Heavy Loss.

Mexico City—Aecording to a report
received here, 900 Federals attacked
2,000 rebels near Cuernavaca, routing
the revolutionists. The Federals have
regained control of Cruz de Piedra,
Santa Carla and Huististlae. The
rebels were commanded by a brother
of Emilio Zapata. It is unofficially
reported that B0 men were killed in
the engagement,

The town of Aladama, ChihGahua,
surrendered to the Vasquistas, with-
out resistance. Forly conspirators
were captured.

According to dispatches, Genersl
Robles, in command of the Federal
forces, led an attack on Zapatistas en-
trenched in and around Santa Maria.
He used artillery freely and drove the
rebels from their positions. No esti-
mate of easualties is given. A report
says that the rebels also were defeat-
ed in a flerce fight near San Pedro,
north of Torreon.

El Paso, Texas—In spite of his re-
ported loyalty to President Francisco
I. Madero, of Mexico, Vasquistas at
Casas Grande has issued a manifesto
naming General Pasceual Orozeo, com-
mander-in-chief of the revolutionists,
No recent word has been received here
from Orozeo, who at present is in
Chihuahua.

Reports from Juarez say that a doz-
en arrestsa have been made there of
persons charged with inciting mutiny.

Another report says that hundreds
of rebels are now operating near Jua-
rez and an attack upon the city is
feared.

Y M, C. A Indorses Pool.

Walla Walla—That the college stu-
dents may not have to frequent pool
halls in order to play the game, the Y.
M. C. A. of Whitman has taken up a
movement to have billiard and pool
tables put in the Billings Hall dormi-
tory for the use of the boys. This
movement i3 finding & hearty response
and it is believed there will be no op-
position. Local men are donating
money for the purpose.

George Cole, student manager, who
last year was expelled from the Meth-
odist econference for dancing and up-
holding card playing, but who was
later reinstated, is at the head of the
movement for the billiard and pool
tables, He is a senior, chairman of
the managerial board, one of the best
athletes in school and one of the most
popula men of the institution.

Chinese Brigands’ Beheaded.

Tientsin -— The town of Macheng,
some distance in the interior, is be-
sieged by brigands,. Strong armed
bodies are able to get in and out, but
except when accompanied by escorts
running into the thousands, the citi-
zens dare not venture outside the walls
and are compelled to be continually on
the alert to prevent the brigands from
breaking in. In the various attempts
that have been made to stamp out the
outlawry, the authorities have lately
captured and beheaded nearly 1,000 of
the outlawas.

Dictagraph Evidence Held Valid.

Columbus— Rodney Dieygle, former
sergeant-at-arms in the state senate,
must serve three years in the peniten-
tiary for complicity in legislative
briberies. This was made certain
when the State Supreme court affirmed
his conviction, thereby holding wvalid
the use of the dictagraph in securing
evidence. This decision opens the
way for trials of other members of the
legislature against whom Detective
William J. Burna is said to have se-
cured evidence through the use of the
dictagraph.

Freight to Be Checked.

San Francisco —Attorneys represent-
ing 35 railronds have agreed before
the State Railroad commission to
meet the demand of shippers for the
issuance of “‘clean bills of lading.”
Heretofore the railroads have refused
te be accountable for shortages in
freight where the carrier’s agents had
not checked personally the goods to be
shipped. Shipping interests insisted
that all freight should be sc checked,
and this demand has been acceded to,

Investigate High Cost of Living.

New York Magistrate Murphy an-
nounces that he will inquire into the
high cost of necessities. Distriet At-
orney Whitman probably will prose-
cute eriminally & number of specu-
lators in butter, eggs, vegetables and
meats, The proceedings were first
centered on butter and eggs. 1t is be-
lieved there will be 160 defendants in
eriminal actions as a result of the
probe.

Morse on Way to Recovery.

Atlanta, Ga. Charles W. Morse,
the former banker, recently pardoned
for wrecking a New York bank, after
serving two years of a 15-year sen-
tence, will recover sufficiently to again
enter Wall street activities, according
to Dr. A. L. Fowler, Morse's personal
physician.
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ondition. He asks

CHAPTER V!|.—Continued.

He helped himsell to another drink,
his hand shaking =o that he could
bardly hold the decanter. He was
last approaching the state of complete
imtoxicadion.  Underwood made no at-

tempt to interfere Why should he
care if the young lool made a sot of
hmgelf? The sconer he drank bim-
fell Insensible the quicker he would
get rid of him
“No, Howard,”

he sald; "you'd never

make a decent member of soclety,”
“Pr'aps not,” hiccoughed Howard.
“How does Annle take her soclal

ostracism?” Inguired Underwood.
“Lidke a brick. She's a thorough-

bred, all right. She's all to the good.”

"All the same, I'm sorry | ever in-
troduced you to ber,” replied Under-
wood. "1 never thought you'd make
such a fool of yourself as to marry—"

Howard shook his head in a maud-
lin manner, as he replied:

“l don't know whether | made a
fool of mysell or not, but she's all
right. She’s got in her the makings
of a great woman—very crude, but
still the makings. The only thing |
object to is, she insists on going back
to work, just as If I'd permit such a
thing. Do you know what | sald on
our wedding day? ‘Mrs. Howard Jefl-
rles, you are entering one of the old-
est families In Amerlea. Nature has
fitted you for social leadership. You'll
be a petted, pampered member of that
select few called the "400," " and now,
damn it all, how can | ask her to go
back to work? Iiut If you'll let me
have that $2,000—

By this time Howard was ht‘glﬂnll‘lg
to get drowsy. Lying back on the
sofa, he proceeded to make himself
comfortable.

“Two thousand dollars!” laughed
Underwood. *“Why, man, I'm in debt
up to my eyes."

As far as his condition enabled him,
Howard gave a start of surprise,

“Hard up!™ he exclaimed. Pointing
around the room, he sald: “What's
all this—a bluff?”

Underwood nodded.

“A bluff, that’s it. Not a plcture,
not a vase, not a stick belongs to
me. You'll have to go to your fa-
ther.”

“Never,” sald Howard despondently.
The suggestion was evidently too
much for him, because he stretched
out his hand for his whisky glass. “Fa-
ther's done with me,” he eald dole-
fully,

“He'll
wood.

Howard shook his head drowsily.
Touching his brow, he sald:

“Too much brains, too much up
here.” Placing his hand on his heart,
he went on: “Too little down here.
Once he gets an idea, he never lets it
g0, he holds on. Obstinate, One
fdea—stick to It. Gee, but I've made
a mess of things, haven't 17"

Underwood looked at bim with con-
tempt.

“You've made a mess of your life,”
he sald bitterly, “yet you've had some
measure of bappiness. You, at least,
married the woman you love. Drunk-
en beast as you are, 1 envy you. The
woman | wanted married some one
else, damn her!”™

Howard was so drowsy from the
effects of the whisky that he was al-
most asleep. As he lay back on the
sofa, he gurgled:

“Say, old man; | didn't come here
to listen to hard-luck stories.
to tell one.”

relent,” suggested Under-

1
In maudlin fashion he began to sing,

*Oh, listen to my tale of woe,” while
Underwood sat glaring at him, won-
dering how he could put him out

As he reached the last verse his
head began to nod. The words came
thickly from his llps and he sank
sleeplly back among the soft divan|
pillows,

Just at that moment the telephone

bell rang. Underwood quickly picked
n the recelver.
Who's that?™ he asked. As

weard the answer his face lit up aund
he replied eagerly: “Mra. Jeffries—
yes. I'll come down, No, tell her to
come up.”

Hanging up the receiver, he hastily
went over to the divan and shook
Howard.

“Howard, wake up! confound you!
You've got to get out—there's some
body coming.”

He shook him roughly, but his old
clasemate made no attempt to move.

“Quick, do you hear!™ exclaimed
Underwood impatiently. “Wake up—

me one's coming.”

Howard sleeplly half opened his

s, He had forgotten entirely

where he waz and belleved he was |

on the train, for he answered:
“Sure, I'm sleepy. Say—porter,
make up my bed’
His patlence exhausted, Underwood
was aboul to pull hiw trom the sofa
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by force, when there was a ring at
the front door.

Bending quickly over his compan-
fon, Underwook saw that he was fast
asleep, There was no time to awaken
him and get him out of the way, so,
quickly, he took a big screen and ar-
ranged it around the divan so that
Howard could not be seen. Then he
burried to the f{ront door and
opened it

Alicia entered.

CHAPTER VI

For a few moments Underwood was
too much overcome by emotion to
speak. Alieia brushed by in haughty
gllence, not delgning to look at him.
All he heard was the soft rustle of
her clinging sllk gown as it swept
along the floor, She was incensed
with him, of course, but she had
ceme. That was all he asked. She
had come in time to save him, He
would talk to her and explain every-
thing and she would understand.
S8he would help him in this crisis as
she bad In the past. Their Ilong
friendship, all these years of intimacy,
could not end like this. There was
still hope for him. The situation was
not as desperate as he feared., He
might yet avert the shameful end of
the suicide. Advancing toward her,
he said in a hoarse whisper:

':Oh. this is good of you, you've
come—this is the answer to my let-
ter.”

Aliela Ignored his extended hand
and took a seat. Then, turning on
him, she exclaimed Indignantly:

“The answer should be a horse
whip. How dare you send me such
a message?' Drawing from her bag
the letter received from him that
evening, she demanded:

“What do you expect to gain by
this threat?”

“Don‘t be angry, Alicia.”

Underwood spoke soothingly, trying
w0 conclliate her., Well he knew the
seductlve power of his volce. Often
he had used it and mot In vain, but

to-night it fell on cold, Indifferent
ears,

“Don't call me by that name,” she
snapped.

Underwood made no answer. He
| turned slightly paler and, folding his
| arms, just looked at her, in sllence
| There was an awkward pause,

At last she sald:

“] hope you understand that every
| thing's over between us. Our ac
guaintance {s at an end.”

“My feelings toward you can neves
.nange,” replled Underwood earnest
ly. *1 love you—I shall always love
Alicla gave a little shrug of her:
shoulders, expressive of utter Indiffer |

* she exclalmed mockingly
“You love no one but yoursell.'
‘I Underwood advanced nearer to her
| and there was a tremor In his volce
(as he sald:
|  “You have no right to say that. You
remember what we once were. Whose
fault is it that | am where | am to |
day? When you broke our enguge
nt and married old Jeffries to &
your social ambition, you ruined my |
life. You didn’t destroy my love—you
couldn’t ktll that. You may forbid me
everything—to see you—to speak to

you—even to think of you, but | can
never forget that you are the only
woman | ever cared for. If you had

married me, | might have been a dif-
feremt man. And now, just when |
want you most, you deny me even your
friendship. What have | done to de
serve such treatment? s it falr? Is
| it Just?™
| Allcia had listened with growing im.
| patlence. It was only with difficulty
that she contained herself. Now she
mterrupted him hotly:

“1 broke my engagement with you
| because 1 found that you were decelv-
ing me—just as you deceived others.™
l “It's & le'” broke in Underwood. *]
may have trifled with others, but 1
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never decelved you.'

Sank Sleepily Back Among t:e Soft Divan Pillows.

Allela rose and, crossing the room,
carelessly inspected one of the ple-
tures on the wall, a study of the nude
by Bouguereau,

“We need not go into that,” she sald
haughtily. “That is all over now. |
came to ask you what this letter—this
threat—means. What do you expect
to gain by taking your life unless |
continue to be your friend? How can
I be a friend to a man ke you? You
know what your friendship for a wom-
an means. It means that you would
drag her down to your own level and
disgrace her as well as yourself.
Thank God, my eyes are now opened
to your true character. No self-re.
specting woman could afford to allow
her name to be assoclated with yours.
You are as incapable of disinterested
friendshlp as you are of common hon-
esty.” Coldly she added: | hope you
quite understand that henceforth my
house is closed to you. If we happen
to meet in public, it must be as stran-
gers.”

Underwood did not speak. Words
seemed to fall him. His face was set
and white. A nervous twitching about
the mouth showed the terrible mental
etrain which the man was under, In
the excitement he had forgotten about
Howard's presence on the divan be-
hind the screen, A listener might have
detected the heavy breathing of the

sleeper, but even Alicla herself was |

too preoccupled to notice it. Under-
wood extended his arms pleadingly:

“Allcla—for the sake of auld lang
syne!”

“Auld lang syne,”
want to forget the past. The old mem-
orles are distasteful. My only object
in coming here to-night was to make
the situation plain to you and to ask
you to promise me not to—carry out
your threat to kill yourself. Why
should you kill yourself? Only cowards
do that. Because you are in trouble?
That is the coward's way out. Leave

she retorted. *“1

New York. Go where you are ot

known. You are still young. B._..u
life over again, somewhere else.” Ad-
vancing toward him, she went on:
“If you will do this I will help you.
I never want to see you again, but I'll
try not to think of you unkindly. DBut
you must promise me solemnly not to
make any attempt against your life.”

“] promise nothing,” muttered Un-
derwood doggedly.

“But you must,” she Insisted. "It
would be a terrible crime, not only
agalnst yourself, but against others
You must give me your word."

Underwood shook his head.

“1 promise nothing.”

“But you must,” persisted Alicia. *I
won't stir from here untll | have your

promise.”

He looked at her curlously.

“If my life has no interest for you,
why should you care?” he asked

There was & note of scorn In his
:vclce which aroused his visltor's
| wrath., Crumpling up his letter in her
hand, she confronted him angrily.

“Shall [ tell you why | care?” she
cried. “Because you accuse me in this

letter of being the cause of your death
—], who have been your friend In
spite of your dishonesty. Oh! It's des-
pleable, contemptible! Above all, it's
a lle—"

Underwood shrugged his shoulders.
Cyulecally he replied:

“So it wasn't so much concern for
me as for yoursgelf that brought you
here."

Alicia’'s eyes flashed as
swered:

“Yes, 1 wished to spare myeself this
indignity, the shame of being nsso-
clated in any way with a sulcide, I
was afrald you meant what you sald.”

".A!rnld," fnterrupted Ugderwood
| bitterly, “that some of the scandal
|mlghl reach as far as the nriamclatlc
| Mrs, Howard Jeffries, Sr.!’

Her face flushed with anger, Allela
paced up and down the room. The
man's taunts stung her to the quick.
In a way, she felt that he wus right.
She ought to have guessed his charae-
ter long ago and had nothing to do
with him. He seemed desperate
enough to do anything, yet she doubt-
ed if he had the courage to kill him-
gelf. She thought she would try more
conclliatory methods, so, stopplng
short, she sald more gently:

“You know my husband has suffered
through the wretched marriage of hias
only son. You kunow how deeply we
b(l.ih feel this disgrace, and yet you
would add—"

Underwood laughed mockingly.

“Why should | consider your hus-
band's feelings?” he cried. “He didn't
consider mine when he married you."
Suddenly bending forward, every
nerve tense, he continued hoarsely:
“Allecia, 1 tell you I'm desperate. I'm
hemmed in on all sides by creditors.
You know what your friendship—your
patronage means? If you drop me
now, your friends will follow—they're
a lot of sheep led by you—and when
my creditors hear of me they'll be
down on me like a flock of wolves.
I'm not able to make a settlement.
Prison stares me in the face.”

Glancing around at the handsome
furnishings, Allcla replied carelessly:

“I'm not responsible for your wrong-
doing. 1 want to protect my friendas.
If they are a lot of sheep, as you say,
that is precisely why | should warn
them. They have impliclt confidence
in me. You have borrowed their mon-
ey, cheated them at cards, stolen from
them. Your acquaintance with me has
glven them the opportunity. DBut now
I've found you out. | refuse any long-
er to sacrifice my friends, my self-re-
pect, my sense of decency.” Angrily
she continued: “You thought you could
bluff me. You've adopted this cow-
ard’'s way of forcing me to receive
you agalnst my will. Well, you've
fafled. 1 will not sanction your rob-
bing my friends. 1 will not allow you
to sell them any more of your high-
priced rubbish, or permit you to cheat
them at cards.”

Underwood listened in silence. He
stood motionless, watching her flushed
face as she heaped reproaches on him.
S8he was practically pronouncing his
death sentence, yet he could not help
thinking how pretty she looked. When

e had finished he sald nothing, but,
going to his desk, he opened a smal)
drawer and took out a revolver.

Allcla recolled, frightened,

“What are you going to do?” she
cried.

Underwood smiled bitterly.

“0Oh, don't be afraid. [ wouldn't do
it while you are here. In splte of all
you've sald to me, | still think too
much of you for that.” Replacing the
pistol In the drawer, he added: “Alicla,
{f you desert me now, you'll be sorry

she an-

to the day of your death.”
His visitor looked at him in sllence,
Then, contemptuously, she sald:
(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Came as Pleasant Change

Hand-Written Business Letter Ap
pealed to the Man of Old-
Fashioned ldeas.

“Yesterday,” sald an old-fashlioned
man, “l received a handwritten letter,
the first | had recelved In a long time,
and do you know | was much im-
pressed by it? Much

“You kmow that for a long time now
almost all business letters have been
typewritten, dictated. With the wvast
multiplieity of letters to be written,
we could no longer find time to write
our letters bty hand. That hand-writ-
ten letter that | got yesterday did
please me.

“There was a man who in answer to
mine had sat down and actually writ
ten me a letter, and there wWas a sense
of personal attention In that that
pleased me very much, and [ think
there might still be found profit in the
handwritten letter. Many such letters
that we used to get we couldn't read,
or we deciphered only with much Ia

bor; certainly the typewritten letter
Is a great convenlence and comfort,
and still I do think that it would pay
a business man occasionally to write
a letter with his own hand. It would
| please his customer, I do believe, to
recelve such a letter that was obvi
ously a personal communleation. [
know that such a letter pleased me.”

Sameness,

“There 18 & certaln sameness about
natural scenery,” said the man who
looks bored.

“Do you mean to compare a mag-
pificent mountain with the broad ex-
panse of the sea?”

“Yes. Wherever you find a spot of
exceptional beauty somebody ls sure
10 decorate it with sardine tins and
| biscuit boxes.”"—Washington Star.

Uncle Ezra Says:
“Don't forgit thet jedgment day s
ev'ry day on the part uv your sharp
eyed neighbor."—loston Herald.
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