
TAFT’S DELIVERED
President Recommends Tariff Reforms 

and Parcels Post, and Urges 
Ship Subsidy Measure.

Tne year has been notable as witnessing 1 tion In the country, has worked well. The 
the pacific sett lement of two Important in- tax has been easily collected. Its prompt 
ternatlonal controversies before the perma- payment Indicates that the Incidence o f  the 
pent court o f  The Hague. The arbitration tax has not been heavy. It offers, more- 
o f  the fisheries dispute between the United over, an opportunity fo r  knowledge by the 
States and Great Britain, which has been Government of the general condition and 
the source o f  nearly continuous diplomatic business of all corporations and that means 
correspondence « ¡m e  the fisheries conven- by far the most important part o f  the busi 
tion of 1818, has given an award which is m s*  o f  the country. In the original act pro- 
aatisfactory to both parties. vision was made for the publication of re-

The tribunal constituted at The Hague turns. This provision was subsequently 
by the governments of the United States | amended by Congress and the matter  left
and Venezuela has completed its de l ibera­
tions and has rendered an award In the j 
case of the Orinoco Steamship Company 
against Venezuela.

The United States proposed that the In­
ternational prize court, when established, j 
should be endowed with the functions or 
an arbitral court of Justice und- r and pur- i 
suant to the recommendation adopted by 
the last Hague conference. The replies re 
celved from the various powers to this pro- i 
posai inspire the hope that thla aiao n ay  
be accomplished within the reasonably near 
future.

Congress at its last session passed a law 
provid ing fo r the appointment o f  a  com­
mission of live members for the purpose of 
limit ing the armaments of the nations of 
the world by international agreement. 1 
have not yet made appointments to this 
commission because I have invited and am 
await ing the expressions of foreign govern­
ments as to their willingness to co-operate 
with us in the appointment of s imilar com 
missions.

Several Important treaties have been ne­
gotiated with Great Britain In the past 12 
months. A prel iminary dip lomatic agree­
ment has been reached regarding the arbi­
tration of pecuniary claims which each g o v ­
ernment has against the other. The  con­
vention, concluded January 11, 11)09, be­
tween the United States and Great Britain, 
provid ing fo r the settlement of International 
differences between the United States and 
Canada. Including the apportionment be­
tween the two countries o f  certain of the 
baundary waters and the appointment of 
commissioners to adjust certain other ques­
tions, has been ratified by both governments 
and proclaimed.

In November last the monarchy o f  P o r ­
tugal was overthrown, a provisional repub­
lic was proclaimed and there was set up a 
de facto  government which was promptly 
recognized by the United States fo r pur­
poses of ordinary Intercourse pending fo r­
mal recognition by this and other powers. 
The new kingdom o f  Montenegro also was 
recognized.

The negotiations which have been under­
taken for the amelioration of the condi­
tions found in Liber ia by the American com­
mission are being brought to conclusion.

Relations with a l l  L a t in - A m e r i c a  are 
satisfactory, their co rd ia l i t y  b e in g  m an i­
fested by the re cep t ions  acco rded  to spe­
cial E m bass ies  cen t  to the cen tenn ia l  
celebrations o f  A r g e n t in a ,  C h i l e  and 
Mexico. The In t e rn a t ion a l  Bureau  of 
American Rep ub l ics  is do ing  a broad and 
useful work. Tho successfu l m ed ia t ion  
of the dispute b e tw een  Peru  and Ecuador  
has proven the v a lu e  o f  co rd ia l  c o -op e ra ­
tion.

Negotiations re ga rd in g  the r e fu n d in g  o f  
the bonded d eb t  o f  H onduras  have  been 
under way for m ore  than a year ,  and It 
is now con f iden t ly  be l ie ved ,  he says, that 
a short time w i l l  suf fice to conc lud e  an 
arrangement w h ic h  w i l l  bo sa t is fa c to ry  
to foreign c red i to rs  and e m in e n t l y  a d ­
vantageous to Honduras .

The P res id en t  then r e v ie w s  the rebe l ­
lion in N ic a r a g u a  and “ the unw arran ted  
ex ecu t ion  o f  tw o  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z ens  who 
had r e g u la r ly  en l is ted  in the ran ks  of 
the re vo lu t ion is ts , ”  w h ich  In v o l v e d  the 
b r e a k in g  o f f  o f  a l l  d ip lo m a t ic  re la t ions  
with the  Z e l a y a  go ve rnm en t ,  and  adds: 

The  moderation and concil iatory spirit 
shown by the various factions g ive  ground 
fo r  the confident hope that Nicaragua will 
soon take its rightful place among the law- 
abiding and progressive countries o f  the 
world.

I t  gratif ies me exceedingly to announce 
that the Argentine Republic some months 
ago  placed with American manufacturers 
a contract fo r  the construction o f  two batt le­
ships and certain additional naval equip­
ment. The extent o f  this work and Its Im­
portance to the Argentine Republic  make 
the placing o f  tho bid an earnest o f  fr iendly 
feeling toward the United States.

U n iv e rsa l  app l ica t ion  has been g iv en  
by nego t ia t ion ,  f o l l o w e d  by 134 proc la ­
mations “ e m b ra c in g  tho en t l ro  c o m m e r ­
c ia l  wor ld , ”  to the m in im u m  ta r i f f  clause.  
T h e  m essage  cont inues :

Marked advantages to the commerce of 
the United States were obtained through 
these tariff settlements. Fore ign nations 
are fully cognizant of the fact that under 
section two of tho tariff act the 1'resldsnt 
Is required, whenever  he Is satisfied that 
the treatment accorded by them to the 
products of the United States Is not such 
as to entitle them to tire benefits of the 
min imum tarifT of tho United States. to 
withdraw those benefits by proclamation, 
giv ing 90 days' notice, a fter whir h the 
maximum tariff wil l apply to their dutiable 
products entering the United States. In Its 
general opinion this section of the tariff  law 
has thus far proved a guaranty of contin­
ued commercial peace, although there are, 
however, unfortunately. Instances where 
fo re ign governments deal arbitrari ly  with 
American Interests within this Jurisdiction 
in a manner injurious and Inequitable.

The  policy of broader and closer trade 
relations with the Dominion of Canada, 
which was initiated in tho adjustment of 
the maximum and minimum provisions of 
the tarifT act of August. 190». has proved 
mutually beneficial. It Justifies further  e f ­
fo rts fo r the readjustment of the commer­
cial relations of the two countries, h o  that 
their commerce may fo llow the channels 
natural to contiguous countries and be com­
mensurate with the steady expansion of 
trade and Industry on both sides of the 
boundary line.

The Argentine battleship contracts, like 
the subsequent important one fo r Argentine 
ra ilway equipment and those fo r Cuban 
government vessels, were secured for our 
manufacturers largely through the good o f ­
fices of the Department of State.

The efforts o f  that department to secure 
fo r  eltlsens of the United State» equal op­
portunities in tile markets o f  the world and 
to expand Amer ican commerce have been 
most successful. I h o  volume of business 
obtained In new fields of competition and 
upon new lines Is already very great, and 
Congress Is urged to continue to support 
the Department of State in its endeavors 
fo r further trade expansion.

I cannot leave this subject without cm 
phasiztng the necessity of such legislation 
as will make possible and convenient the 
establishment of American banks and 
branches o f  American banks In foreign 
countries, especially in Latin-America .

Another Instrumentality Indispensable to 
the unhampered and natural development 
o f  American commerce Is merchant marine. 
All  maritime and commercial nations, our 
competitors. Jealously foster their merchant 
marine. Perhaps nowhere Is the need for 
rapid and direct mall, passenger and freight 
communication quite so urgent as between 
the United States and Latin-America. We 
can secure In no other quarter of the world 
such Immediate benefits In friendship and 
commerce as would flow from the establish­
ment o f  direct lines o f  communication with 
the countries of Latin-America.

to the regulation of the President. 1 have
directed the issue of the needed regulations 
and have made It possible fo r the public 
genera lly to know from an examination of
the record, the returns o f  all corporations, 
the stock o f  which is listed on any public 
stock exchange or Is o ffered fo r sale to the 
general public. The  returns of those co r ­
porations whose slock is not so o ffered for 
sale are directed to be open to the Inspec­
tion and examination of creditors and stock­
holders o f  the corporation whose record is 
sought.

T h e  P r e s id e n t  r e v i e w s  the  c rea t ion  o f  
tho Tar i fT  Comm iss ion ,  c r ea te d  In the 
hope “ that  tho quest ion  o f  the  ra te  o f  
a  duty imposed sha l l  become m o re  o f  a 
business quest ion  and less o f  a  po l i t ica l  
quest ion »  to be a scer ta ined  by  exper ts  
o f  l o n g  t r a in in g  and accura te  k n o w l ­
edge . "  H e  indicates  that  the B oa rd  w i l l  
not  be ab le  to repor t  a t  this session , but 
he hopes to be ab le  t o  p resen t  resu lts  
a t  the op en ing  o f  the new Congress .  H e  
renew s  bis a d v o c a c y  o f  the plan, o f  which  
he says;

I t  faci li tates the removal o f  noteworthy 
defects in an important law without disturb­
ance o f  business prosperity, which Is even 
more important to the happiness and the 
comfort of the people than the elimination 
of instances of injustice in the tariff.

Whether or not the proti-c tlvu policy is 
to be continued and the degree of protection 
to be uccorded to our hopie Industries, are 
questions which the peo| le must decide 
through their chosen repi vsentatlves, but 
whatever policy Is adopted, it Is clear that 
the necessary legislation should be based 
on an impart ial, thorough and continuous 
study o f  the facts.

T h e  m essage  fuvors  the passage o f  the 
hi ll  a m e n d in g  tlie V o lu n tee r  act, and 
prov is ion  f o r  a com m iss ion  to d e t e rm in e  
a com p reh ens iv e  p o l i c y  f o r  the o r g a n i z a ­
t ion o f  the R e g u la r  A r m y ,  the o r ga n iz e d  
m i l i t ia  and the v o lu n t e e r  fo rces.  M o re  
com pe ten t  o f ficers o f  the rank  o f  Cap- 
la in  a r e  n eed ed  to  t ea ch  the  n e w  A r m y ,  
that  i t  m a y  be p r e p a re d  in  t im e  o f  
em erg ency .  A n o t h e r  bill, the ad op t ion  
o f  w h ich  Is urged, is the o n e  p rov id in g  
f o r  60 m o re  A r m y  E ng ineers .  “ T h e  sh or t ­
ness o f  supply  o f  such off icers,”  the  m e s ­
sage  says , “ d e la y s  Im p o r ta n t '  r i v e r  and 
harbor  w ork  and Im p o r tan t  fo r t i f i ca t ion  
work.  I e a rn es t ly  r e com m en d  the pas- 
l l g c  o f  t i i ¡h hill wh ich  passed tlie House 
at t l ie  last  session and Is n ow  p e n d in g  
in the S e n a te . ”

O f  fo rt i f ica t ions,  the m essage  says :
I have directed that the estimates for ap ­

propriation fo r the Improvement o f  coast 
defenses In tho United States should be re ­
duced to a minimum, while those fo r the 
completion o f  tho needed forti ficat ions at 
Corregldor, In tho Philippine Islands, and 
at Pearl Harbor, in the Hawaiian Islands, 
should bo expedited as much as possible. 
The proposition to make Olongapo and 
Hublg Bay the naval base of the Pacific  was 
given up, und It Is to be treated merely -s  
¡i supply station, while  the forti fications In 
the Philippines are to be largely confined 
to Corregldor Island and the adjacent isl­
ands which command entrance to Manila 
Bay, and Which are being rendered Impreg­
nable from land and sea attack.

Tho Pac if ic  naval base has been trans­
ferred to Pearl Harbor, in the Hawaiian Is l ­
ands. This necessitates the heavy fo r t i f i ­
cation o f  the harbor and the establishment 
of an important mil itary  station near Hono­
lulu. 1 urge that all the estimates made 
by the W ar Department fo r these purposes 
bo approved by Congressional appropriation.

C o m p le t io n  o f  the  Pu n a in a  Can a l  w i th ­
in the t im e set, Ja nu a ry  1, 1915, and w i t h ­
in the es t im ated  cost, f375.000.000, is a s ­
sured. T h o  s l ides repor ted  in the Cule-  
bra  cut  a re  duo to d is in t e g r a t io n  o f  
Igneous  rock  in exposure  to the a i r  and 
wil l  requ ire  add i t iona l  a l l ow a n ce  o f  10,- 
000,000 ya rds  o f  m a t e r ia l  to  be removed .  
T h is  o f fe rs  n o 's e r io u s  obstacle, but would 
huvo been so g ru vo  In the case o f  a 
sea le v e l  canal  as to h av e  “ t a x ed  the 
pa t ience o f  the A m e r i c a n  peop le . ”  T h e  
P r e s id e n t  r e i t e ra t e s  his op in ion  tha t  the 
canal  shou ld be fo rt i f ied .

On the  sub jec t  o f  to l ls  to be charged ,  
lie quotes  the op in ion  o f  an e x p e r t  that 
“ a d o l la r  a net ton w ou ld  not  d r i v e  busi­
ness a w a y  f r om  the canal, but that  a 
h igher  ra te  would do  so.”  H e  adds:

In determining what the tolls should be 
we certainly ought not to Insist that for 
A gOOff many years to come they should 
amount to enough to pay tho interest on 
tho Investment of $100,000,090 which the 
United Elutes has made In the construction 
of the canal. Wo ought not do this at 
tlrst, because the beneilts to be derived by 
the United Htates for tills expenditure are 
not to be measured solely by a return upon 
Iho Investment. I f  It were, then the con­
struction might well have been left to pr i­
vate enterprise. It was because an adequate 
return upon the money Invested could not 
be expected Immediately, or in the near 
future, and because there were peculiar po­
litical advantages to he der ived from the 
construction of the canal, that it neces­
sarily fell  to the Government to advance 
the money and perform tho work.

in addition to the benefit to our naval 
strength, the canal greatly Increases tne 
trade facilities of the United Htates. It 
will undoubtedly cheapen the rates o f  trans­
portation In all fr e ight between the eastern 
and western seaboard and It will greatly 
Incroase that trade by reason of the reduc­
tion In Its cost. Then. If we are to have 
a world canal, and If we are anxious that 
the routes of tho world s trade shall be 
through the Panama Canal, we must rec­
ognize that we have an active  competitor 
in the Sues Canal. Then, too, there are 
other means o f  crossing tho Isthmus— by 
the Tehauntepce railroad and by other ra i l ­
roads and freight routes In Central A m e r ­
ica to the Atlantic side.

In all these cases the question whether 
the Panama ('anal  Is to bo used and Its 
tonnage Increased would be determined later 
by the charge fo r Its use. My own impres 
sion is that the tolls ought not to exceed 
$1 per net ton. On January 1, 1911, the 
tolls In the Sues Canal are to he 7 francs 
and IV» centimes fo r one net ton by Suez 
t'anai measurement, which Is a modifies 
lion of Danube measurement. A  dollar a 
ton wil l secure, under the figures above.

final Judgment. Under present conditions, 
the poor man le at a woeful disadvantage 
in a legal contest with a corporation or 
rich opponent. The necessity fo r the reform 
exists both In the United States Courts and 
in all state courts. In order to bring It 
about, however. It naturally fa lls  to the 
General Government by Its example to fu r ­
nish a model to all states. A  leg islative 
commission appointed -by Joint resolution of 
Congress to revise the procedure In the 
United States Courts has as yet made no 
report.

Under the law the Supreme Court of the 
United States has the power and Is given the 
duty to frame the equity rules o f  procedure 
which are to obtain In the Federal Courts of 
tlrst Instance. In view  o f  the heavy burden 
on pressing litigation which that court 
has had to carry, with one or two of its 
members incapacitated through ill health, 
it has not been able to take up problems of 
Improving the equity procedure, which has 
practically remained the same since the or­
ganization o f  the court In 1789. I t  Is rea­
sonable to expect that with all the vacancies 
upon the court filled. It will take ud the 
question of cheapening and simplifying the 
procedure in equity rules in the courts of 
the United States. The equity business Is 
much more Important In the Federal  Courts, 
and I may add. much the more expensive.
I am strongly convinced that the best meth­
od o f  improving Judicial procedure at law Is 
to empower the Supreme Court to do it 
through the medium o f  the rules o f  the 
court, as in equity. This is the way in
which it has been done in England and thor­
oughly done. The simplicity and expedition 
of procedure In the English court today 
make a model for the re form o f  other sys­
tems.

No man ought have as a matter of right 
a review o f  his case by the Supreme Court, 
lls should be satisfied by one hearing be­
fore a court o f  first Instance and one re­
view by a court o f  appeals. The proper and
hlef usefulness of the Supreme Court, and 

especially o f  the Supreme Court o f  the 
United States Is. In the cases which come 
before It, so to expound the law and es­
pecially the fundamental  l a w — the Constitu­
tion— as to furnish precedents fo r  the in fe ­
rior courts In future lit igation and for the 
executive officers In the construction o f  
statutes and the performance o f  their legal 
duties. Therefore, any provisions fo r re ­
view o f  cases by the Supreme Court that cast 
upon that court the duty of passing on ques­
tions o f  evidence and the construction of 
particular forms of Instruments, like indict­
ments, or wills, or contracts, decisions not 
of general application or lmportat.ee, merely 
burden the court and render more difficult 
its higher function. The Supreme Court 1» 
now carrying an unnecessary burden o f  ap­
peals o f  this kind, and I earnest ly urge that 
it be removed.

I wish to renew my urgent recommenda­
tion made In. my last annual message in 
favor of the passage o f  a law which shall 
regulate the Issuing o f  injunctions In equity 
without notice In accordance with the best 
practice now In vogue in the courts o f  the 
United States. I regard this of especial im ­
portance, first because it has been promised, 
and second because It will deprive those 
who now complain o f  certain alleged abuses 
In the Improper Issuing o f  injunctions with­
out notice of any real ground for further 
amendment and will take away all sem­
blance o f  support fo r the ex tremely  radical 
legislation they propose, which will be moat 
pernicious If  adopted, wil l sap the founda­
tions of Judicial power, and legalize that 
.■ruel social instrument, the secondary boy­
cott.

I further recommend to Congress the pass­
age o f  the bill now pending for the Increase 
In salaries of the Federal Judges. The cost 
of living Is such, especially in the large 
cities, that even the salaries fixed In the pro­
posed bill will enable the IncumbentB to ac­
cumulate little, If anything, to support their 
families after  their death.

T h e  posta l sa v in gs  bank s y s t em  wil l 
be ex tend ed  g rad u a l ly .  T h e  app l ica t ion  
o f  business p r inc ip les  has resulted in the 
re turn  o f  $11,500,000 o f  the $17,500,000 ap­
propr ia ted  to  c o v e r  the  e s t im a ted  de- 
licit. T h e  P o s tm a s t e r -G e n e ra l ’s es t i ­
mates  fo r  the  present y e a r  a r e  so  low  as 
to be w ith in  the  e xp ec ted  revenue .

F irst , second and th ird -c lass  p os tm as ­
ters should be p laced  in the clattdiled  
serv ice .  T h e  m essage  adds:

It is more logical to do this than to class­
ify the fourth-class postmasters, fo r the 
reason that the fourth-class postoffices are 
usually small  and the postmasters are neces­
sarily men who must combine other busi­
ness with the postmastership, whereas, the 
flrBt, second and third-class postmasters are 
paid a sufficient amount to Justify the re­
quirement that they shall have no other 
business and that they shall devote their 
attention to their postof fice duties. To  
classify first, second and third-class post­
masters would require the passage o f  an 
act changing the method o f  their appoint­
ment so as to take away the necessity for 
tho advice and consent o f  the Senate.

I am aware that this is Inviting from the 
Senate a concession in respect to Its quasi- 
executive powers that is considerable, but I 
believe it to be In the Interest o f  good ad­
ministration and ef fic iency o f  service. To  
make this change would take the post­
masters out of politics; would relieve Con­
gressmen who are now burdened with the 
necessity o f  making recommendations for 
the places o f  a responsibility that must be 
irksome and can create nothing but trouble; 
and It would result in securing greater a t ­
tention to business, greater fide l ity  and con­
sequently greater economy and ef ficiency 
in the postof fices which they conduct.

The unrestricted manner In which the 
franking privilege Is now being used by 
the several Federal  services and by Con­
gress has laid It open to serious abuses. 
While it has been Impossible without a bet­
ter control o f  franking to determine the ac- 
tual expense to the Government of this 
practice, there can be no doubt that It an­
nually reaches Into the millions. As the 
first step in the direction of reforms, special 
stamps and stamped envelopes have been 
provided fo r use Instead o f  franks In the 
free transmission of the o f f ic ia l mail re ­
sulting from the business o f  the new postal 
»livings system. By  properly recording the 
iHsuance of such stamps and envelopes, ac­
curate records can be kept o f  the cost to 
the Government o f  handling the postal sav­
ings mail, which is certain to become an 
Important Item o f  expense and one that 
should be separate ly determined.

n my last message I Invited the atten­
tion of Congress to the Inadequacy o f  the 
postal rate Imposed upon second-class mall 
matter  insofar as that includes magazines, 
and showed by figures prepared by experts 
o f  the Postof fice Department that the Gov­
ernment would be rendering a service to 
the magazines, costing many millions In ex ­
cess o f  the compensation paid. An answer 
was attempted to this by the representatives 
of the magazines, and a reply was filed to 
this answer by the Postof fice Department. 
The utter Inadequacy o f  the answer, con­
sidered In the light of the reply o f  the Post- 
of fice Department, I think, must appeal to 
any fulr-inlnd^d person. Whether  the an­
swer was all that could be said In behalf 
of the magazines Is another question. I 
agree that tho question Is one o f  fact ; but

Insist that if the fact Is as the experts 
f the Postof flce Department show, that we 

are furnishing to the owners o f  magaxlnes 
service worth millions more than they 

pay for It, then Justice requires that the rate 
should be Increased. The Increase in the 
receipts o f  the department resulting from 
this change may be devoted to Increasing 
the usefulness o f  the department In estab­
lishing a parcels post and In reducing the 
cost o f  first-class postage to 1 cent. It has 
been said by the Postmaster-General  thnt a 
fair adjustment might be made under which 
the advertising part o f  the magazine should 
be charged for at a di ff erent and higher 
rate than that from the reading matter. 
This would relieve many useful magaxlnes 
that are not circulated at a profit, and 
would not shut them out from the use ofgross Income from the Panama Canal of I , .  .. , . ..

„ . . „r lv  I7.ci00.000. T h .  co .t  of m a ln t »n »nc »  " ' <\ mall> b y  14 Prohibitory rale, 
and operation Is estimated to exceed $3.- ^  Ith respect to tho parcels post, I re-
ooo.ooo. ult imately, of course, with tho spectfully recommend Its adoption on all
normal Increase In trade, the Income will 
approximate the Interest charges upon the 
investment.

On the whole, I should recommend that 
within certain limits the President bo au 
thorlsed to fix the tolls o f  the canal and 
adjust them to what seems to be co m ­
mercial necessity.

T h e  m a in tenan ce  o f  tho com p le ted  cana l  
Is discussed a t  length. Mr. T a f t  wou ld

rural del ivery routes, and thnt 11 poundt 
the International l imit— be made the limit of 
carr iage in such post, and this with a view 
to Its general extension when the Income 
of the postofflce will permit It and the pos­
tal savings bank shall have been fully estab­
lished. The same argument Is made against 
the parcels post that was made against the 

•cgs bank -that  It is introducing

it, should support the institution o f  such 
a government.

I have been asked to recommend that the 
credit o f  the Government be extended to 
aid the construction of railroads In Alaski 
I am not ready now to do so. A  great 
many millions of dollars have been already 
expended in the construction o f  at least 
two railroads, and If laws be passed pro 
vlding fo r the proper development o f  the 
resource* of Alaska, especially fo r the open 
Ing up o f  the coal lands, I believe that the 
capita l already Invested will Induce the 
investment o f  more capital, sufficient ti 
complete the railroads building, and to fur 
nish cheap coal not only to Alaska but to 
the whole Pacific Coast. T h e  passage of a 
law permit t ing the leasing o f  Government 
coal lands in Alaska a fter public competl 
tion and the appointment fo r  the govern 
ment of the territory o f  a commlsson with 
enabling powers to meet the local needs 
will lead to an Improvement In A laska and 
the development o f  her resources that 1* 
likely to surprise the country.

1 have already referred to the forests of 
the United States and their extent, 
have urged, u  I do again, the removal ol 
the limitat ion of the power upon the Ex 
ecutlve to reserve tracts o f  land In six 
Western States In which withdrawal fo r this 
purpose is now forbidden. The Secretary ol 
Agr iculture gives a very full description of 
the disastrous fires that occurred during tht 
last Summer in the National forests. The 
Secretary estimates that standing timber 
o f  the value o f  $25,000.000 was destroyed. 
Seventy-six persons In the employ o f  the 
Forest Service were kil led and many more 
Injured, and I regret to say that there is r  
provision In the law by which the expenses 
for their hospital treatment or of their In- 

j terment could be met out of public funds. 
Tho Red Cross contributed $1000 and tht 

remainder was made up by pr ivate contribu­
tion, principally by the Forest Service and 
its officials. I recommend that suitable 
legisla tion be adopted to enable the secre­
tary o f  Agr iculture to meet the obligation 
o f  the Government In this respect.

Proper protection necessitates, as the Sec­
retary points out, the expenditure c f  a good 
deal more money in the development of 
roads and trails In the forests, the establish 
ment o f  lookout stations and telephone con 
nectlon between them and places where an 
slstance can be secured.

The amount o f  reforestat ion shown In the 
report of the Forest Service— only about 
15,900 acres as compared with the 150,000,- 
000 acres of National forests— seems small, 
and I am glad to note that In this regard 
the Secretary of Agr iculture and the chief ot 
the Forest  Servlcp are looking together to 
the further  forestatiou of Government land.

Progress has been made in learning by ex ­
periment the best methods of reforestation. 
Congress is appealed to now by the Secre­
tary o f  Agriculture to make the appropria­
tion needed for the en larging o f  the Fo est 
Service in this regard. I hope that Con­
gress will  approve and adopt the estimate of 
the Secretary fo r  this purpose.

The taking o f  the census has proceeded 
with promptness and efficiency. I concur 
with the Secretary In that It will be more 
thorough and accurate than any census 
whch has heretofore been taken, but It Is 
not perfect. The  motive that prompts men 
with a false civic pride to Induce the pad­
ding of census returns In order to increase 
the population of a particular city has been 
strong enough to lead to fraud in respect 
to a few  cities In this country, and I have 
directed the Attorney-Genera l to proceed 
with all the v igor possible against those 
who are responsible fo r  these frauds.

They  have been discovered and they will 
not In terfere with the accuracy o f  the cen­
sus, but it Is o f  the highest Importance 
that official inquiry of this sort should not 
be embarrassed by fraudulent conspiracies 
in some private or local interest.

The Commissioner of Corporations has 
Just completed the first part  of a report on 
the lumber Industry In the United States. 
This part does not treat of the question 
o f  a trust or combination In the manufac­
ture of lumber, a subject to be dealt with 
later. The Commissioner does Und, however, 
a change In the ownership o f  the standing 
limber o f  the United States other than the 
Government timber, that calls fo r serious a t ­
tention.

The direct Investigation made by the Com 
mlssioner covered an area which contains 
SO pei cent of the pr ivate ly  owned t im­
ber of the country. His report shows that 
one-half o f  the timber In this area is owned 
by 290 Individuals and corporations; that 
14 per cent is owned by three corporations 
and that there Is very extensive inter- 
ownershlp o f  stock, as well as other  cir­
cumstances, all pointing to fr iendly re la ­
tions among those who own a majo rity  of 
this timber, a relationship which might 
lead to a combination for the maintenance 
nf a price that would be very detr imental 
to the public interest and would create 
the necessity of removing all tari ff ob­
stacles to the free lumber Importation from 
other countries.

T h e  m a k in g  o f  m a tch es  f r om  phos­
phorus should  be d iscou rag ed  by  the im ­
posit ion o f  a h ea vy  f e d e ra l  tax ,  the 
P r es id en t  be l ieves ,  because o f  the  f r i g h t ­
fu l d iseases in c ident to the process, and 
because matches  can be m ad e  o f  m a ­
ter ia ls  w ho l ly  innocuousi 

T h e  m e ssa ge  re com m en d s  a la w  pro ­
v id in g  that  no la borer  o r  m echan ic  do ing  
any  p a r t  o f  the w ork  con tem p la ted  In a 
con trac t  o f  the  Un ited  S ta tes  f o r  a 
co n t rac to r  o r  any  subcon tractor  sha l l  be 
requ ired  o r  pe rm it ted  to w ork  m o re  than 
e igh t  hours in  a n y  one  ca len da r  day.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  d e c la r e s  th a t  I m m i g r a ­
t ion  in to  th is  c o u n t r y  is  in c r e a s in g  
each  y e a r .  H e  d e p r e c a t e s  th e  p r op o s e d  
e n la r g e m e n t  o f  the  bu i ld ings  at E l l i s  
I s l a n d  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  p e r m i t t i n g  
th e  e x a m in a t i o n  o f  m o r e  Im m ig r a n t s  
a  d a y  th a n  a r e  n o w  e x a m in e d .  “ I f , ”  
he says ,  " i t  is  u n d e rs to od  th a t  no  m o r e  
im m ig r a n t s  can  be t a k e n  in a t  N e w  
Y o r k  than  a r e  n o w  t a k e n  in a n d  the 
s t e a m s h ip  c o m p a n ie s  thus  a r e  g i v e n  a 
reason  and  a m o t i v e  f o r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  
i m m i g r a n t s  to  o th e r  p o r ts ,  w e  can  be 
c o n f i d e n t  th a t  th e y  w i l l  be  b e t t e r  d i s ­
t r ib u te d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t r y .  Every- ,  
t h i n g  w h ic h  tends  to  sen d  th e  i m m i ­
g ran ts  w e s t  and south  Into rura l  l i f e  
h e lps  th e  co u n t ry .

" T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  the  S e c r e ­
t a r y  In w h ic h  he u r g e s  th a t  th e  l a w  
m a y  be a m e n d e d  so  as  to  d i s c o u r a g e  the  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s  is, I  th in k ,  a 
g o o d  o n e . "

T h e  P r es id en t  says  that  the  Im p o r t ­
ance o f  the C iv i l  S e rv ic e  law  is In c r eas ­
in g  and re com m en ds  that  p o w e r  be g iv en  
h im  to  e x tend  its op e ra t io n  to all local  
o f f i c e r s  under  th e  T r e a s u ry  D ep a r tm en t ,  
the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Justice, the  P o s t o f -  
f i c j  D ep a r tm en t ,  the In t e r io r  D e p a r t ­
ment and the D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m erc e  
and Labor.  C e r t a in t y  o f  tenure,  he b e ­
lieves . would  result  in b e t t e r  serv ice . A  
b e t t e r  sys tem  o f  p rom ot ions  ought  to be 
dev ised.

T h e  m essage  com m ents  upon the d i f ­
fe r e n c e  be tw een  the a d m in is t ra t i v e  e f f i ­
c i e n c y  o f  the w o rk  o f  the  G o ve rn m e n t  
and tha t  o f  a  p r iv a te  corpora t ion .  H e  
adds:

The president of a pr ivate corporation 
doing so vart u business as the Government 
transacts would, through competent spe­
cia lis t» maintain the closest scrutiny on the 
comparat ive efficiency and the comparat ive 
cost In each division or department o f  busi­
ness. He would know precisely what the 
duties and the activit ies o f  each bureau or 
division are In order to prevent overlapping. 
No adequate machinery at present exists 
for supplying the President of the Untied 
Slates «  i»h such Information respecting the 
business for which he Is responsible.

Unless drompt action b<> taken t h «  _  -  ,  .... .  .
pletion of the Panama (. anal wil l find this | eQdtpment fac i l i t ie s  fo r  fur*

tant in
raring popmint It>n neces-
aval r»‘S**rve nr where
M| <>f w;xr. ttin trann-
vt'ssels >slthoiut whtch

a without a bi til y? For
mot too ■tronigl y urge
1«  pannage o f  a measure

other subvent lon ade-
the estât»llnhrr nt and

o f  an A meric 1 mer-

cial nation unable t< 
all Itself o f  this g r o t  contribution to th« 

means o f  the world ’s commercial Inter 
course.

Quite aside from the commercial aspect 
unless we create a me 
can we find the seaf 
sary as a natural ni 
could we find. In c 
ports and subsidiary 
a naval fleet Is arm 
many reasons I car 
upon the C«»ngreat th 
by mall subsidy 
quate to guarant 
rapid davelopmen 
chant marine, the restoration o f  the Am er i ­
can f lag  to Its ancient place upon the seas.

T h e  ex tens ion  o f  c i v i l  xc rv ic e  ru les to 
the Consuls and the g radua l  acquis it ion 
of d ip lo m a t ic  res idences  abroud a re  a d ­
vised.

Every effort has been made by e (ch de- 
partment ch ief  to reduce the estimated j 
o f  his department for the ensuing 
year ending June 30. 1913. These es-tlt 
present the smallest sum which wil l i 
tain the departments, bureaus and c 
o f  the Government and meet Its 
obligations under existing law. and i 
o f  these estimates would result In ernbai 
ing the executive branch of the Govern 
In the performance of ite duties. 1 hi 
mark doee not apply to the rivers and 
bors estimate, except to those fo r r % i  
o f  maintenance and the meeting o f  oi 
tlone. under authorised contracts, n* 
apply to the public buildings LIU 
Navy  building programme 

T h e  President says  that “ a* 
com  e -p rod uc ing  measure  the 
tariff bill n e v e r  has been exce- 
a n y  customs bi l l  In the h is tory  
country.” He continues:

The corporation excise tax. mro| 
to ths net lacome o f  svery  business

Japs Predict Struggle. 
Victoria, B. C.—Japanese newspa­

pers comment at length on the expedi­
tion of arrangements for a Chinese

the Government Into a business that ought constitution and Opening o f 8 parlia-
ment in 1918. The constitution will

a great plant and a great organisation, and. be declared in July, 1911, and 8 gen-
wlth this machinery. It Is able to do a great . « i p<.*son  w ; i l  t a k e  nlttCG t h e  f o l l o w -  many things economically that If a new ewi election w i l l  i w e  p l a c e  m g  l o u o w
organisation were necessary it would be im - 1  ing May. The Japanese newspapers

, ^ r b,v ;:«d*l.^ ih.our ^ r* w " n«,hr r . ^ i  • * « » > ■ • • / he *imo to
this reference to the canal | savings bank can bo carried on at a small apprehensions engendered by the

‘ .....  ' « 5 J W S T J ?  Russo-Jsp.nese.lh.nce and the .n-
parcels post in the rural delivery nexation of Coraa. Japanese newspa- 
A general parcels post will In
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n lsh in g  dryddek, fuel , repa irs  and supply 
fa c i l i t i e s  to th© trade o f  the  wor ld . T h is  
should be undertaken  by  the G ove rn m e n t  
ra th e r  than by p r iv a te  enterpr ise ,  Mr.
T u f t  b e l ie ves .  H e  add 

1 cannot c l
with mit suggesting as a wise addition to I additional coat, 
the Interstate commerce law a provision Incorporate at 
prohibiting interstate commerce railroads pense 
from owning or controlling ships engaged I »>stem 
In trade through the Panama Canal. I be­
lieve such a provision Is needed to i « v i 
the people o f  the United States the benefits 
of the competition tn trade between ths 
eastern and western seaboards which this 
canal wil l bs constructed to secure.

T h e  du t ies  o f  the  D epar tm en t  o f  Jus­
tice h av e  been g r ea t ly  Increased by l e g ­
is lat ion enacted  “ In the  In terest o f  the  
genera l  w e l f a r e  o f  the peop le  and e x ­
tend ing  Its a c t i v i t i e s  Into  aven u es  p la in ­
ly w ith in  the  cons ti tu t iona l  jurisd ict ion, 

cost | hut w h ic h  It haa n o t  been  t h o u g h t  w is e  
ates I or neceaaary  f o r  the G en e ra l  G overn m en t  
lain- h e re to fo re  to  o ccu py ,”  T h e  o rgan iza t ion  
rices hAa been  ao Improved  that a vast  amount 
ther I o f  buPtnea»  has been disposed of.  I ’ ar-  

Icular attent ion  la ca l led  to  p rosecutions 
f  “ bucke t  shops,”  f rauds  which  have 

| misused the m a i l in g  p r iv i l e g e  aJid v io ­
lations* o f  the ant i- trust  law.

R e c om m en d a t ion  o f  a  fed era l  In c o rp o r ­
at ion  ac t  la renewed . Gongresa  la urged 

p t l y  Just c l a im s  a g a in s t  the  
d e l a y «  In  th e  p a y m e n t  o f  

s the reputa t ion  o f  the G ov -  
an honeat debtor. S im p ler  
r t u r «  \m advised. T h e  m e »-

. IV .  .  much , r . . t « r  outlay. P*™ predict .  struggle to the death be-
w ith  re ference to the government of twetn Manchu and Chinese.

Alaska I have nothing to add to the rw om -
mendatlona I made In my last message, Aviator Hit* Tree.
on the subject. I am convinced that the 
migratory character  of the population. Its 
unequal distribution and Its 
number, which the n 
about jvo 000, In relat l

New Orle.n. Augustus Post, the 
n.lin«w ■( .viator, fell 60 feet in his Curtiss bi- 

c.nau. ih .iw* to ».• p |g n e  the City Park race track here
the enormous *uvv. Ill rriatutu 1» cuoi iiivu.- , » 1 •

expanse of te r r i to ry  make u altogether im and w a s  p a i n f u l l y  bruised. In m a k i n g  
practicable to g ive to those people who are a tu rn ,  he SWOOped tOO n e a r  the 
in Alaska today and may not be there a, , • T. . • . »
year hence the power to elect a Legislature g r o u n d ,  the tail of fits m a c h i n «  catch- 
to imn i.n io  t . r r i to r r  to which ing in a t r e e  and « e n d i n g  the areoplane

headlong the to earth. Post was tak-

raee- 01

they have a relation so li t t le  permanc 
It Is far better fo r the development o f  the 
territory that it be committed to a co m ­
mission. «0 be appointed by the Executive, 
with limited legis lative powers sufficiently 
broad to meet the local need*, than to con­
tinue__the present Insufficient government

r do. *  It 
nor the

to p a y  p rom
G o v e rn m e n t .

an in- w h ich  In ju re
e x is t in g ernm en t  as
eded by Judicial proc<

o f  the « g o  Mtya:
One a real c

portioned Is rheapenlng
corpora pl l fy lng Judie

Tying need tn the United States i 
he coat of litigation  by elm | 
I procedure and eaped itlng

with a few retineiltai power*, or to 1nake a
populi• r go-tern ment wherei there Is not
prope r foun datiIon on which to rest It.

Th*> su«g >n that the appo intntent of
s cornniissiti»n will lead tit the

sein
tro l of

the g 0 venniKent by rorporati• or sh and
•ip lolItlng 1nteirests has no1 th e silightest

at ion In fact. *uch a «o\e rnntent
w ork<!>d wel 1 tn1 the Uhlltpp Ines and would
work well in Alaska, and thate  w ho are
really Inter«»stet1 In the pros»er d opment
o f  t ftat te rrttory for the ben«>nt o f  the
peoph» who ID e in It anti the benefit of
th« t>>eop!e of the United 8tates . who own

en to a hotel. The machine was badly 
wrecked. loiter Post was reported to 
be almost recovered from hia in­
juries.

Russian Diet, Aged 106,
New York—Joaeph Zeitlln, a Rus- 

sian, who died in Brooklyn Saturday, 
was 106 year. old. He »pent most of 
his life in Moacow and said he saw Na­
poleon when he invaded Russia in 
1812. He smoked and drank and said

CH APTER XXL
Thomas J.lT.r.on Gordon. Bachelor 

of Science, and on. of th. six prize­
men In his class, was expected homo 
on the first day of July; and It waa re­
marked as a coincidence by the curlou. 
that Deer T r u e  manor-house was 
closed for the summer no more than a 
week before the return of the Oordon 
black sheep.

That Tom was a black sheep, a hopo- 
leas and incorrigible social Iconoclast, 
was po  longer a matter of doubt In the 
minds of any. Something may be for­
given a promising young man who has 
been unhappy enough, or Imprudent 
enough, to begin to make history for 
tlmself In the Irresponsible ’teens; but 
also the act of oblivion may be repeal­
ed. When It became noised about that 
here were two children Instead of one 

'n the old dog-keeper’s cabin In the 
lien, Mountain View avenue waa Justly 
Indignant, and even the lenient Gor- 
donlans scowled and shook tbelr head, 
it  the mention of the young boss' 
name.

To such an atmosphere of potential 
,oclal ostracism Tom returned after the 
Anal scholastic triumph In Boston; and 
for the first few days he escaped as­
phyxiation chiefly because the affairs 
of Gordon & Gordon and the Chlawas- 
aee Consolidated gave him no time to 
lest Its quality.

But after the flrst week he began to 
breathe It unmistakably. One evening 
he called on the Farnsworths; the la­
dles were not at home to him. The 
next night he saddled Saladln and rode 
over to Falrmount; the Misses Harri­
son were also unable to see him, and 
he butler conveyed a deftly-wordod tn- 
Imatlon pointing to future Invisibilities 

on the part of his mistress. The even­
ing being still young, Tom tried Rock- 
wood and the Dell, suspicion settling 
Into conviction when the trim maid­
servant at the Stanley villa went near 
to shutting the door tn his face. At the 
Dell he fared a little better. The 
Young-Dlcksons were going out for an 
after-dinner call on one of the neigh­
bors, and Tom met them at the gate ns 
he was dismounting. There were re­
grets apparently hearty; but In recast­
ing the Incident later, Tom remembered 
that It was the husband who did the 
talking, and that Mrs. Young-Dlckson 
stood In the shadow of the gate tree, 
frigidly silent and with her face avert­
ed.

“Once more, old boy, and then we'll 
quit,” he said to Saladln at the re­
mounting, and the Anal reln-drawtng 
was at ths stone-pillared gates of Rook 
Hill. Again the ladles were not at 
home, but Mr. Vancourt Hennlker came 
out and smoked a cigar with his cus­
tomer on the plasza. The talk was 
pointedly of business, and the banker 
was urbanely gracious—and mildly In­
quisitive. Would there be a consolida­
tion of the allied Iron Industries of Gor- 
donla whtn the Farleys should return T 
Mr. Hennlker thought It would be un­
deniably profitable to all concerned, 
ind offered his services as financiering 
promoter and Intermediary. Would Mr. 
Gordon come and talk It over with him 

at the bank?
Tom found his father on the pictur­

esque veranda at Woodlawn when he 
reached home. For a time there was 
such silence as stands for communion 
between men of one blood, and waa the 
father who first broke It  

“Been out callin’, sonT”  he asked, 
marking the Tuxedo and the white ex­
panse of shirt front

“No, I reckon not” was the reply, 
punctuated by a short laugh. “The ave­
nue seems to be depopulated.”

"80? I hadn't heard of anybody go- 
tn’ away,”  said Caleb the literal.

“Nor X.” said Tom, curtly; and the 
conversation paused until the Iron­
master said;

“Arde# thinks a heap o’ you, and If 
you could Jest *vo made out to keep 
from gettln’ so tangled with that gal o' 
Tlks—" he stopped abruptly, but not 
quite soon enough, and the word was 
as ths fllok of s whip on a wound al­
ready mads raw by ths abrasion of the 
closed doors

"So that miserable story has got 
around to you at last, has ItT” said 
Tom. In fine acorn. ”1 did hope they’d 
spare you and mother.”

She's spared yet, 10 far as I know,” 
said the father, with a backward nod 
to indicate th» antecedent of the pro­
noun. Following which, he aald what 
lay uppermoat In hla mind. "I been al- 
owln’ maybe you’d come back this time 
with your hu d  sot on lsttln’ that gal 
alone, son."

You’ve believed all you've heard, 
have you T—-condemned me before I 
could »ay a word In my own defenaeT 
That's what they’ve all dona”

"I don’t say that, ion." Then, with a 
not# of fatherly yearning In hla voice. 
I’m waitin’ to hear that word right 

now. Buddy—or at much of It as ye 
can aay honeatly."

“You’ll never hear It from me— never 
In thla world or another. Now tell me 
who told you!"

"Why. It’s In mighty near evar'body’s 
mouth, son!” aald Caleb, In mild sur­
prise. "You certmtn’y didn't take any 
palna to cover It up.”

"Didn’t take any pains? Why should 
IT”  Tom buret out After whloh he 
tramped heavily to the farther end of 
the veranda, glooming over at the 
darkened windows of Deer Trace and 
letting bitter anger and disappointment 
work thslr will on him. And when, he 
Anally turned and tramped back It waa 
only to say an abrupt "Oood-night." 
and to pass Into ths house and up to 
him room.

Hs thought he was alons In the 
moon-lighted dusk of ths upper cham­
ber when he closed ths door and began 
to pace s rageful sentry-beat bark and 
forth between the windows But ell 
unknown to him one of the three fell 
slaters, she of the Implacable front and 
deep-set burning eyea. had entered 
with him to pace evenly as he pared, 
and to lay a maddening finger on hla 
soul.

Without vowing a row and confirm­
ing It with an oath, hs had partly turn­
ed a new life-leaf on the night of heav­
enly comfort when Arden had sent him 
forth to tramp the pike rrlth her klsa 
of sisterly love still caressing him. Bs- 
>ond ths nseds of ths moment, the re­
call of Norman and ths dstsrmlnatlon 
tn turn hla bach on ths world struggle 
for the time being, he had not gone In 
that first fsrvor of ths uplifting im­
pulse. But later on there had been 
ether steps: s growing hunger for suc­
cess with self-respect kept whole; a 
4'iiitne of tho sharp sdgs of his hatred

for the Farleys; a meliorating of his 
fierce contempt for all the hypocrites, 
conscious and subconscious.

And now • • • w ith  Alecto’s
maddening finger pressed on the soul- 
hurt, no man Is responsible. After the 
furious storm of upbubbllng curses had 
spent Itself there was a little calm, not 
of surceaae but of vacuity, since even 
the cursing vocabulary has Its Umlta 
tlons. Then a grouping of words long 
forgotten arrayed Itseif before him, 
like the handwriting on the wall of 
Belahazzer’s banqueting ball.

“When the unclean spirit Is gone out 
of a man, he walketh through dry 
places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 
Then he salth, I will return Into my 
house from whence I came out; and 
when he Is come, he findeth It empty, 
swept .and garnished. Then goeth he, 
and taketh with himself seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself, and 
they enter In and dwell there: and the 
last state of that man Is worse than 
the flrst."

He put his hands before his face to 
shut out the sight of the words. Far­
ther on. he felt his way across the 
room to stand at the window where he 
could look across to the gray, shadowy 
bulk of the manor-house, to the house 
and to the window of the upper room 
which wag Ardea’s.

"They’ve got me down,” he whisper­
ed. as If the words might reach her 
ear. “The devils have come back, Ar- 
dea, my love; but you can cast them 
out again, If you will. Ah. girl, girl! 
Vincent Farley will never need you as 
I  need you this night!”

CH APTER XXII.
During the flrst half of the year 1894, 

with Norman too busy at the pipe 
foundry to worry him, and the Iron­
master president too deeply engrossed 
In matters mechanical, Mr. Henry 
Dyckman, still bookkeeper and cashier 
for Chlawassee Consolidated, had fewer 
nightmares; and by the time he had 
been a month In undisputed command 
at the general office he had given over 
searching for a certain packet of pa­
pers which had mysteriously disap­
peared from a secret compartment In 
his desk.

Later, when the time for the return 
of the younger Gordon drew near, there 
was encouraging news from Europe. 
Dyckman had not failed to keep the 
malls warm with reports of the Gordon 
& Gordon success; with urglngs for 
the return of the exiled dynasty; and 
late In May he had nows of the home­
coming Intention. From that on there 
were alternating chills and fever. If 
Colonel Duxbury should arrive and re­
sume the reins of management before 
Tom Gordon should reappear, all might 
yet be well. I f not— the alternative 
Impaired the bookkeeper’s appetite, and 
there wore hot nights In June when he 
slept badly.

When Tom's advent preceded the 
earliest date named by Mr. Farley by a 
broad fortnight or more, the bookkeep­
er missed other of his meals, and one 
night /ear and a sharp premonition of 
close-pressing disaster laid cold hands 
on him; and 9 o'clock found him skulk­
ing In the great train shed at the rail­
way station, a ticket to Canada In his 
pocket, a goodly sum of the company’s 
money tightly buckled In a safety-belt 
next to his skin—all things ready for 
flight save one, the courage requisite 
to the final step-taking.

The following morning the promlnl- 
tlon became a certainty. In the Gor- 
donla mall there was a note from tho 
younger Gordon, directing him to come 
to the office of the pipe foundry, bring­
ing the cash-book and ledger for a year 
whose number was written out In let­
ters of fire In the bookkeeper’s brain. 
He went, again lacking the courage 
either to refuse or to disappear, and 
found Gordon waiting for him. There 
were no preliminaries.

“Good-morning, Dyckman." said the 
tyrant, pushing aside the papers on nls 
desk. "You have brought the books? 
Sit down at that table and open the 
ledger at the company's expense ac­
count for the year. I wish to make a 
few comparisons,” and he took a thick 
packet of papers from a pigeonhole of 
the small Iron safe behind his chair.

Dyckman was unbuckling the shawl- 
strap In which he had carried the two 
heavy books, but at the significant 
command he desisted, went swiftly to 
the door opening Into the stenograph­
er's room, satisfied himself that there 
were no listeners, and resumed his 
chair.

"You have cut out some of the pre­
face, Mr. Gordon; I'll cut out the re­
mainder,”  he said, moistening his dry 
lips. "You have the true record of tho 
expense account In that package. I’m 
down and out; what Is It you want?”

"1 want a written confession of Just 
what you did. and what you did It for.” 
waa the direct reply. "You'll find Miss 
Ackerman's typewriter In the other 
room; I'll wait while you put It In 
type."

"You’re not giving me a ahow, Mr. 
Gordon; the poor ahow a common mur­
derer would have In any court of law. 
You are asking me to convict myself."

Goldon held up the packet of paper»
"Here Is your conviction, Mr. Dyck­

man— the original leaves taken from 
those books when you had them re­
bound. I need your statement of the 
facts for quite another purpose."

"And if I refus.' to make ItT A cor­
nered rat will fight for hla life, Mr. 
Gordon."

" I f  you refuse I shall be reluctantly 
compelled to hand these papers over to 
our attorneys— reluctantly. I aay. be­
cause you can serve me better Just n»w 
out of Jail than In It.”

"It ’s an unfair advantage you're tak­
ing; at the worst. 1 am only an acces­
sory. My principals will be here ht a 
few days, and----- ”

"Precisely." was the cold rejoinder. 
"It Is because your principals are com­
ing home, and because they are not yet 
here, that 1 want your statement 
Oblige me. If you please; my time la 
limited thla morning."

There waa no help for I t  or none ap­
parent to the fear-stricken: and for 
the twenty succeeding minutes the 
typewriter clicked monotously In the 
small ante-room. Dyckman could he\r 
hla persecutor pacing the floor of the 
private office, and once he found him­
self looking about him for a weapon. 
But at the end of the writing Interval 
he was handing the freshly-typed sheet 
to a man who was yet alive and un­
hurt.

(Jordon sat down at his desk to read

| I t  and again tne roving eyes or ths
bookkeeper swept the Interior of the 

I larger rooms for the means to an end:
| sought and found not

The eye-search was not fully con­
cluded when Gordon pressed the elec­
tric-button which summoned the young 
man who kept the local books of tho 
Chlawassee plant across the way. Whllo 
he waited he saw the conclusion of the 
eye-aearch and smiled rather grimly.

"You’ll not flr.d I t  Dyckman.” ha 
said, divining the desperate purpose of 
the other; adding, aa an after-though*.: 
"and If you should, you wouldn’t have 
the courage to use It  That Is the fa­
tal lack In your make-up. It la what 

| kept you from taking the train last 
night with the money belt which you 
emptied this morning. You’ll never 
make a successful criminal; It takes a 
good deal more nerve than It does to bo 
an honest man.”

Hereupon the young man from tho 
office across the pike came in. and 
Gordon handed a pen to Dyckman.

“I want you to witness Mr. Dyck- 
man's signature to this paper, Dillard.” 
he said, folding the confession so that 
It could not be read by the witness; 
and when the thing was done, the 
young man appended his notarial at­
testation and went back to his duties.

“Well?”  said Dyckman. when they 
were once more alone together.

’’That’s all,” said Gordon, curtly. “ As 
long as you are discreet, you needn t 
lose any sleep over this. I f you don t 
mind hurrying a little, you can make 
the 10 :40  back to town."

Dyckman restrapped his books and 
made a show of hastening. But before 
he closed the office door behind him he 
had aeen Gordon place the typewritten 
sheet, neatly folded, on top of the thick 
packet, snapping an elastic band over 
the whole and returning It to Its pig­
eonhole In the small safe.

(T o  be continued.)

NEW KINO W ILL  HAVE HIS WAY.

G e m  a #  V .  H a s  I m b i b e d  H i g h  I d e a s  
o f  a  R u l e r ’s » ’u n c t io n s .

George V. will not hesitate to make 
himself the permanent advlser-ln-chlef 
to his ministers. He will not strain 
the constitution In doing so. His lata 
father and his Illustrious grandmother 
did not live up to figurehead theory 
of their function and England will 
acquiesce In the tory attitude of the 
new king. For no error could be so 
egregious as that which, disseminated 
In this country ever since Edward 
died, Inspired the average American 
with the notion that a British sover­
eign Is without power, says Current 
Literature. The English themselves, 
taking their cue from the leading Lon­
don dailies, have lost whatever wish 
they may have had for a phantom 
potentate. It  was only by degrees, as 
Prof. J. H. B. Masterman of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, points out, that 
Englishmen learned how very strongly 
the Influence of the late Queen Vic­
toria affected the course of English 
politics. The accession of the late Ed­
ward V II. might be said to mark the 
revival of the political importance of 
the British monarch. During the nine 
years that the late sovereign sat upon 
the throne everything tended to dem­
onstrate the right of the king to as­
sert his authority and Influence far 
more strongly than had been the case 
when Victoria was newly come to the 
crown. George V. was reared by his 
father In no such theory of the royal 
authority as makes It out a shadow. 
In this sense he Is a tory— in the sense 
that the constitution bestows upon him 
many definite political functions. Some 
weeks before the death of the late Ed­
ward the Paris Figaro predicted that 
his successor would "assert himself,”  
and of the truth of the prediction there 
Is little doubt tn Europe.

Stee l  S u p e r s e d i n g  W o o d .
The substitution of steel for wood 

goes steadily on. Beginning with 
January 1, or thereabouts, the Na­
tional Lead Company will pack Its 
white lead in steel kegs, having de­
cided to abandon the use of wooden 
kegs. This Innovation Is made be­
cause the company has concluded that 
steel kegs w ill have many advantages 
over the wooden kegs. In the flrst 
place, the steel package does not ab­
sorb the oil from the lead as porous 
wooden packages do, and there Is. 
therefore, no drying and caking of 
the lead around the edges, making it 
possible to remove every particle of 
white lead easily from the steel keg. 
The new steel kegs also will be much 
lighter, as well as being stronger than 
the wooden ones, and this will effect 
_ saving In freight rates. Taking up 
less room than the wooden kegs, tho 
new steel packages also will save stor­
age space.

T h e  S h a h ' .  H i g h w a y .
It Is true we have some bad roads, 

but most of our highways compared 
with those of Persia would be as a 
paved street to a plowed field, says a 
correspondent of Harper's Weekly.

You would think that the keeping of 
the shah's highway would be one of 
the flrst cares of a state, yet so little 
attention has been given to this sub­
ject by the Persian government that 
there are not a dozen good wagon 
roads throughout the whole country.

The caravan routes are, except In 
a very few cases, merely trails. Not 
only are the wagon roads bad as well 
as scarce, but it Is an astonishing 
fact that although Persia is one of 
the oldest of civilized states, a count- 
try comprising an area of 628,000 
square miles and a population of 
9,000,000, she has but six miles of.ra il­
way.

R e d u c i n g  t h e  H i p .  w i t h  T o o t h p i c k . .
One of the newest and cleverest flesh 

reducing methods Includes only tooth­
picks— and a teacup as Its apparatus.
Stand close up to the wall some­

where," directs the exponent of th's 
method, "first making sure that there 
Is a high mantel shelf or other shelf 
so far above your head that the uplift­
ed hand can just touch i t  The tooth­
picks— fifty of them— are to be thrown 
on the floor just In front o f the toes, 
and with one sweep of the body a 
toothpick Is pkked up and placed by a 
stretching of the arm. In the teacup 
which stands on the high shelf. This 
motion brings In the bending of tho 
body at the walat, which reduces th* 
abdomen, and the twtatlng of the torso, 
which snakee the waist supple and slen­
der and reduces the hlpa an Inch •  
week.

One of the moat lngentoua French 
aviators Is trying oat a combined d ll' 
Iglble balloon and aeroplane, a cigar 
shaped gas bag helping to ralM and
support the maehlOA


