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C H A P T E R  X X IV .

H ackleye greeted Joh nson ’s rap with 
a nervous "C om e in," and exchanged 
wan sm ile fo r  Johnny friendly saluta 
tion. He had been writing and the 1a 
ble was strew n with piles o f  closely  
written m anuscript. Johnny ’s eyes fell 
upon the pages, and riveted there. That 
they were the w ork o f  H a ck ley e ’s pen 
w as evident, and-------

T he w riting w as absolutely  unlik 
that in the letters found addressed to 
C erisse W ayn e!

"W ritin g  a b o o k ? "  asked Johnny, as 
he sat down with an effort to be com  
posed.

“ No, m erely som e instruction s as to 
w h$t I w ant done with m y estate, in 
case anyth ing happens to m e," answ  ?r 
ed H ackleye. “ It ’s on accou n t o f the 
children , you know ."

“ D on ’t let m e bother you ,"  politely 
su ggested  Johnny, " if  I interrupt I’ll 
g o .”

"O n the con tra ry  I’m glad to have 
you ,”  replied H ackleye, “ I’ ve had 
m ournfu l m orning, spending it am ong 
reliquaries. W ou ld  you like to see 
som e o f  m y m em en toes?"

H e pulled out a deep draw er from  
the side o f the table and began lifting 
out treasure a fter  treasure. F olded In 
so ftest parchm ent was a long  caressing 
curl o f  rust red hair, only too evident 
$y cut from  the head o f his dead wife, 
Then  there were p ictures o f her from  
babyhood  to m aturity. And letters 
love notes— all in the sam e handw rit 
ing. T here w ere odd gloves, delicate 
ly perfum ed, w ith the strange odo 
that had perm eated the D esterle hom e 
that w retched  m orn ing o f tragedy and 
w oe, cobw ebb y  lace handkerchiefs, and 
a bunch o f faded flowers.

"H ere  is her w edding bonnet," mus 
ed H ackleye. "See, here Is a program  
o f  an exhibition  day in the convent 
w here she played and sang. She had a 
vo ice  like m elted crystal. I w orshipped 
her, m ade an idol o f her. and I paid 
the penalty. 1 hope that death has 
brought her peace— life  never could 
have done so. M y w ife, by beloved 
w ife !"

‘H ack leye," said Johnny, p lacing  his 
hand on the bow ed head, "you  didn ’ t 
kill her. I know  it. H elp  us to find 
the man who did ."

H ackleye looked up. "Y ou ’ re the first 
one w h o ’s had any fa ith  in m e," he an 
sw ered, "excep t F rancis, L e M alheu- 
reux as you call him, her brother, you 
know . F rancis and I have tried to save 
her nam e."

"W h y ,"  questioned Johnny, strik ing 
w hile the iron was hot, "w h y  does 
M alheureux ever walk am ong men 
thus veiled and con cea led ?"

H ackleye shot Johnny a gasp  o f  ter­
ror. "A s  you w ould not in jure the gen 
tiest soul that ever w alked," he p lead ­
ed. "try , never try to probe that m ys 
tery. F or you r ow n peace o f mind 
leave Le M alheureux a lone."

"I spied on you last n ight," con fess 
ed Johnny, "I fo llow ed  you into that 
c loset there, w here you have all those 
im ages o f your w ife. I w ant to a p o lo ­
g ize  fo r  doing it."

"Y ou  needn’ t," returned H ackleye 
"W orsh ip  her loveliness any tim e you 
w ish, as I do a lw ays ."

"D o  you know  H arcou rt," abruptly 
questioned  the A m erican .

"N o, I’ ve never met h im ," answ ered 
H ackleye. "I never knew w ho the man 
w as that had stolen m y w ife ’s heart 
from  me. C erisse w as clevei and sh 
covered  her path well. I do know, 
though, that tow ards the end she seem  
ed to grow  tired o f  him. He waxed 
insanely  jea lous o f  her tow ards th 
end. I think she w as planning to leav 
him  at the last.

"W h o  do you  think killed h er?"  
queried Johnny, “ or  do you k n ow ?"

“ I did not lease that house at 04 
B riarsw eet p lace— the one w here the 
passage w ay w as fhund you  know ."

“ W hy, I saw  you, saw  you go  through 
the passage w ay m yself, the m orning 
a fter  the m urder," cried  Johnny.

"Y es, I know  you did ," adm itted 
H ackleye. “T h at w as my second  visit 
there. I was In there the m orning that 
they found the body. I had follow ed 
Le M alheureux there up through the 
hole In the wall. Mrs. D esterle saw  me 
there when she burst in the door. Le 
M auheureux and 1 had gone up to see 
Cerisse. Le M alheureux had been there 
before. He had traced her out and tol l 
m e w here she was. I went expecting 
to find the liv ing w om an— I found. dea*] 
clay. W hen the policem an and Mrs 
D esterle 's husband w ere carry in g  her 
back to her bedroom . 1 walked down 
the stairs and aw ay from  the house. 
W hen 1 reached my lodgings, where 1 
was stopp ing under an assum ed name.
1 d iscovered  1 had lost one o f my g a r ­
ters. I went back that night and fo r c ­
ed an entrance to the Flanders house, 
and clim bed  back Into the bedroom  
through the hole In the wall. I looked 
for  the gurter but cou ldn 't find It  1 
wanted It for  sentim ent’s sake, and lot 
because I was afra id  o f  any in crim in a­
tion that m ight result from  It. as for 
years I have been practica lly  unknown 
in civ ilized  countries. A nd," with a 
w him sical sm ile, #,I was frightened 
aw ay, and In my haste to leave the 
F landers house. I lose the m ate to It 
out o f  my pocket."

"A n d  I found it right by the door to 
the house that H am ley H ackleye was 
supposed to have leased." said Joh n ­
ny. “ W as the M an-A perllla  In the 
room  when you  and I ê M alheureux 
w ere?"  cam e Joh nn y 's  final question.

"I know  o f  no such an im al." said 
H ackleye. “ And now . Mr. Johnson. I 
am  tired. The strain  o f m onths is te ll­
ing on me. do you m ind If 1 beg to be 
'x c u s e d ? "

C H A P T K R  X X V .
T here w as no delay In the trial Ju t- 

d ee  had w aited sufficiently long and 
dem anded an a irin g  Im m ediately T he 
cru sh  In the cou rtroom  was fearfu l and 
a Jury was polled before  noon.

T he crux o f  the exam ination cam e at 
last. They sent for  Mrs. H arcourt and 
brough t her In. fo rc in g  her to keep her 
veil dow n till she was d irectly  In front 
o f  the prisoner. Then her fa ce  was 
bared.

H a ck leye fell forw ard  as If shot to 
the heart. "C e r isse ’ " he exclaim ed. 
••Cerisse. m y w ife, and a liv e !"

T h e  cou rt-room  rang with r io t  V a in ­
ly did the Judicial gavel rap for order.

and the bailiffs seek to e ject  the most 
unruly. T he public nerve had been at 
too high a tension fo r  too long. W ith 
lia ck ley e ’s return to se lf-con tro l, c o m ­
parative calm  was restored. Mrs. H ar- 
ourt approached  him  very gently, and 

spoke fo r  the first time, “ Are you  not 
m istaken : A re you  not m istaken ?"
<he asked. "L ook  again . I never saw  
your w ife when she w as alive, but I 
believe w e are very like each other."

A t the sound o f her voice, H ack leye 
was him self again.

"N o, you ’ re not the sam e," he assen t­
ed. "B u t it is strange, m iraculous. W h o
are y o u ? "

“ I am  the w om an w ho m arried H a r ­
old H arcourt," she replied , rather sadly, 
and at a sign from  the Judge left the
room.

They brought H a rcou rt in next and 
asked H ackleye if he knew him.

"I never saw  him  before ,” replied the 
defendant. "W h o  is h e?"

"T ell him ," said the Judge.
H arcourt, crin g in g  and fearfu l, 

stam m ered out his name. H ack leye 
gripped the w itness ch a ir  hard. "Y o u ’d 
better go  aw ay from  m e," he said, p e ­
culiarly. “ I have not com m itted  m ur­
der yet, for  m y ch ildren ’s sake, but I 
m ight."

“ T hat Is all, you r honor," said the 
prosecution , "w e  are through w ith the 
w itness."

Mrs. H arcourt took the stand. H er 
testim ony divulged nothing new. M ark 
S. Flanders, who leased the house to 
the supposed H am ley H ackleye, assert­
ed he had never seen his tenant, that 
the w hole operation had been by le t­
ter, accom pan ied  by N ew Y ork  e x ­
change to cover the rent for  three 
m onths, and that the lease when s ig n ­
ed in duplicated by "H am ley  H a ck ­
leye," had never been seen by him, 
Flanders, till a fter his return from  E u ­
rope.

H a ck leye was reca lled  to the stand. 
"Y ou  say that F rancis W ayne, b ro th ­

er o f  the m urdered wom an. w hose 
w hereabouts you declare you do not 
know, had visited  the room  previously  
to the m orn ing o f her death ?"

‘So I understood," answ ered H a ck ­
leye.

"W h y ? "
"W ell, he called upon me at m y lo d g ­

ings and said that he knew where C e ­
risse was, and that if I w ished to see 
her he would show  me how  to get to 
her. On num erous other occa sion s I 
had m et up with her, but she a lw ays 
declined to see me. F rancis took me 
over to the street know n as B riarsw eet 
place. He had a latchkey to the front 
door—at No 94 I think it was a sk e l­
eton key, but he is an artificer o f  u n ­
com m on skill, so I do not know. He 
le* me In. There seem ed to be no one 
at hom e, In the Flauiders house. W e 
went Into the library, and he lifted  
down a brass plaque from  the wall. W e 
had great difficulty in craw ling through 
the hole, as the panel stuck. W hen we 
got In there we found my w ife  dead. 
It was evident too. that she had not 
occupied  the room  alone."

'Could F rancis W ayne have leased 
this house in your n a m e?" asked the 
Court.

I hardly think so ."  replied H a m ­
ley. “ In fact, I um p ositive he did
not.”

"D o  you think he killed his s is ter?"  
asked the Court again.

"I am positive he did not."
'W hat reason had he for  su rrep ti­

tiously fo llow in g  his sister. W as he 
afraid you would kill her?"

"1 do not know as to that. I think 
his ob je ct  was to try and persuade her 
to return hom e to her children ."

Mrs. Dr. Fothergill then testified. 
"T h e  m orn ing a fter I had exam ined 

Mrs. H arcourt at the hospital and 
noted w hat seem ed to me to be in d ica ­
tions o f  this particu lar form  o f  loco  
poisoning, I obtained perm ission to 
visit the room  form erly  occu pied  by 
Mrs. W ayne. It was practica lly  u n ­
touched, and a glass stood  on the w ash- 
stand. I took It aw ay with me. g iv in g  
the police  due notification  that I haul 
done so, and when at hom e rinsed It 
thoroughly with w ater and a slight 
percentage o f alcohol, as his latter 
solvent has a m arked affinity fo r  loco  
In any form  T he analysis o f this so lu ­
tion show ed It to be highly charged  
with pow dered loco root. On m ere w om ­
an ’s intuition and my ow n Initiative, I 
sou gin  further. U ndoubtedly the loco  
root was dropped into tho g lass o f 
w ater and later Mrs. W ayn e either w it­
tingly or  unwittingly drank it."

W ill you tell the court, ypur d ia g n o ­
sis o f the alim ent o f  Mrs, H arcourt."

A bad ease o f  pnlsontn’g  from  the 
m ale loco  blossom s. H er present state 
o f health is attributable only to the 
rigorous treatm ent o f  m orphine am i 
fem ale loco  b lossom s w hich she was 
su bjected  T he pow ders In evidence 
were dispensed to her dally by her 
husband, so she eluiins, in fact em p loy ­

ât the hotel saw him  give them  to 
lier m ore than once. They are tho 

entra ted essence or the m ale btos- 
slm o f this noxious plant. I should say 
that she had been kept under the Infiu- 

nco o f  this drug about five years. 
Those tw o  parchm ent bags filled with 
white pow der there, contain  m ore o f 
he sam e drug. T hey w ere d iscovered  

In Mr. H arcourt'a luggage."
And your opinion then is ? "
My op inion Is." s low ly  stated Dr. 

Fothergill. "and I deduce It from  s c ie n ­
tific fa cts  and analyses, that Harold 
H arcourt not only kept his w ife under 
the influence o f  loco  for  years, but that 
he em ployes this pestilential product 

a m eans to kill N arcisse W ayne 
H ackleye."

C H A P T K R  X X V I.
T he second m orning a fter  the critica l 

tiay when l)r. F othergill had m ade her 
tartltng statem ents about the lo co  root 

found the case  at a standstill. Each 
side was w aiting for the other, and for  

half hour a fter  court had opened 
there w as nothing doing save a pother 

m ong the attorneys 
'Y our honor," It spoke, "I am F ran- 

1» W ayne, the brother o f  the dead 
wom an whose death you  are try in g  to 
probe."

L e M alh eu reu x !" excla im ed J oh n ­
son and I^arry M orris in a breath. T he 
figure bow ed to them  and turned again
to the judge.

'I f  you r honor please.** said Le M a l­
heureux, “ w ith all ap o log ies fo r  my

tardiness and for m y sett, 1 would like
to tell m y story . In this w *llet are  the
docum ents o f  proof.

“My story  is my father's sham s. I lls  
name w as John F ra n cis  W ayns, sod  
he was the son o f  T h om as Jam es 
W ayne, on ce  bishop  o f  the d iocese  o f 
Georgia. A m on g the slavss  my grand 
father ow n ed  was a fine fellow  nam ed 
Ben, w ho had been stolen  from  the 
Gold Coast. He had a son, a lso  named 
Ben, and the fa th er o f  the A frican  B e- 
noni that you  have Just throw n Into 
jail, becau se he has kept silence out o f 
respect for  m y infirm ity. H is son Ben 
and m y fa th er grew  up in that re la ­
tionship that, once existed  in the South 
between boy -m a ster  and boy-s lave. 
Ben’s fa th er had told his son how their 
people were kings in m id -A frica , and 
o f  the enorm ous wealth they held there, 
all vested  in diam ond mines. The 
black lad and the w hite one were ad 
venturous youths, and planned from  
boyhood up to sail to A fr ica  as soon 
as they w ere grow n to m anhood. Ben 
was to be restored to his ancestral 
pow er and m y father w as to be en rich ­
ed with ha lf the wealth o f  the k in g ­
dom  and to return here to A m erica to 
live. Father wanted to be a physician, 
so his parents sent him  to G erm any 
and later to France to study. Ben. the 
slave, w ent with him  as his valet, 
though they were m ore like foster 
brothers, and with good  reason, as 
Ben’s m other had been m y fa th er’s wet 
nurse. Ben was bright, and to fit h im ­
self to rule over his people and to head 
his dream s o f a vast A frican  co lon iz a ­
tion he studied side by side with my 
father. T h ey  saved their m oney, did 
these tw o boys, and when they were 
m atriculated m ade ready to go  to A f ­
rica. H overing  around Paris before 
their departure m y fa th er m et the 
beautiful twin daughters o f a French 
man o f  rank and wealth, the M adem ol • 
selles Desiree and M arie De La R oux 
They were like as tw o peas, and o f  e x ­
ceptional grace and charm , and for  a 
long while father did not know  w hich 
to choose. He loved them  both. F i­
nally he decided upon Desiree, p ro ­
posed. was accepted and m arried w ith ­
in a fortn ight. As the tw o sisters had 
never been separated M arie a c c o m ­
panied the new ly w edded pair to A f ­
rica Shortly  after their arrival in *he 
ancient kingdom  o f B en’ s father, a 
journey accom plished  on ly  after terr i­
ble hardships. Ben m arried Tyoga . th#» 
m other o f  Benoni. and the foster m oth ­
er o f Meta, now  B enon l’s wife. The 
natives gave them short shrift at first 
Had not m y father’s really m arvelous 
know ledge o f  electricity  and his clever 
acquaintance with black art as It was 
then practiced  In som e portions o f  G er­
m any stood them  In good  stead, their 
lives would not have been worth much. 
As It w as the barbarians considered 
m y father a terrible sorcerer, and e x ­
alted him to be their ruler. Shortly 
afterw ards Ben and fa th er quarreled 
and father had the fa ith fu l slave ex e ­
cuted with terrible torture, for  the sight 
o f  the wealth In this A frican  kingdom  
and Its alm ost lim itless diam ond fields 
had disclosed  all the avariciou s q u a li­
ties o f m y father’s nature, and he felt 
no affection  except for  the g littering 
Jewels that his thousands o f  serfs piled 
up at his feet T yoga rem ained staunch 
to her lonely youn g m istress even a fter 
the fearful death o f  Ben. her husband.

“Then B enoni and I were born— w ith ­
in a m onth o f each other, when the 
first year o f  the sojourn  on A frican soil 
was barely ended. T yoga  consecrated 
Benoni to m y serv ice  at his birth, and 
he has been m ore fa ith fu l and loyal 
than a brother ever since. W ithin the 
next year m y sister C erisse was born.
In appearance I was like m y father, 
but I had m y m other’s d isposition  
Cerisse w as the Image o f  our m other 
and o f our Aunt M arie, but ler nature 
was that o f  our father. Intensely vain, 
selfish and overbearing C erisse would 
have been hated by all around the c a s ­
tle but for her exceptional beauty She 
was barely tw o years old when a young 
captain In the French arm y, Raoul de

E nclose, stationed In cam p a few 
rods from  our dem esne, met m y Aunt 
Marie. T hey  fell violently  In love with 
each other, and despite m y fa th er’s op - 
position w ere m arried by the old 
French Cure w ho had accom pan ied  the 
party on Its m igration Into the A frican 
wilderness. Father was wild with a n ­
ger about the m arriage He forbade 
my aunt and her husband tho house, 
and returned to my Aunt M arie her 
half o f the Joint fortune that she and 
her sister had brought with them to 
Africa, only  because he 'eared  that 
Capt. de L ’E nclos m ight Invoke an In­
vestigation o f the W ayn e desm ene by 
the French governm ent. M y aunt wn* 
by now thoroughly  enraptured with 
life  In the tropics, w hich was but nat­
ural, as the De La R oux had originally 
com e from  M artinique. A frica  was 
barred to them , because both she and 
her husband feared my fa th er's  v in d ic ­
tiveness.

(T o  he continued.)

CURRENT EVENTS 
OF THE WEEK

Ooings of the World at Large 
Told in Briet

E A R T H  T R U L Y  O L D .

H E SCARED TH EM  A W A Y .

S h o t  a t  K l . f  M e n  . . i d  In  t h r  M n r n -  
I n ,  A l l  W f r f  l . n n r  H u t  F o u r .

Ople Head told this one long ago. 
says the Detroit News-Tribune:

"Old Lem Harkins of Possum Trot 
had come Into the country judge', 
office. The Judge said:

“ 'Why, hello, Lem.’
*■ 'Howdy. Jedge?'

‘Anything goiu' on over at Possum 
Trot?’

"'Nuthln' wuth dividin'.’
’’ 'That so?'
“ ‘Yep; nuthln' wuth dividin'.' Then, 

after a pause. 'Me an' thivn Hlgh- 
towehs ain't been glttln' along right 
for a spell.'

” No?'
’’ 'Nah. not right good.' After an­

other long expectoration punctured 
pause the old man leisurely continued' 
'T'other night about chicken roostin' 
time I was a-settln' In th' house a 
readln' uv my Bible when I ha* is 
some shootln' outside Th' old woman 
waa out thah a feedin’ th' chickens. 
I ain't paid no ‘tentton t' that th.ih 
shootln'. Putty soon th' old woman 
comes In, lookin' kind o' pale *n' 
nahvous.

......What's th’ matter, ol’ woman?"
I  say*.

......A lot o' them Hlghtowehs Is ,ut
thah a-shootln' at me,” she says.

’* 'Now, I don't like that, jedge, 
shootln' round about my house an' 
skeerln' up all th' chickens when they 
orto be a-gotn' t' rost an' ¿neybe kill­
in' a calf rrltteh or somethin'. So I 
lays down my Bible an' I goes ovah In 
th’ cohneh an' picks up my Wmchestch 
an' I look out th' wlndeh. Thah 
stands five o' them Hlghtowehs out­
side my fence with theh guns. I Jes' 
draps a few bullets amongst 'em an' 
goes back t' my readln’.’

”  ‘Next raohrnln' I goes out an’ looks 
whah them five Hlghtowehs had been 
a «landin' an' they waa all gons but 
U f ,m

General Re sum e o f  Im portant Events 

Pre sented  In C ond e n sed  Fo rm  

fo r  O u r  B u sy  Readore.

Tacoma is having a big legal fight 
with its streetcar company.

Bryan was deposed as a Democratic 
leader by the state convention of Ne­
braska.

The steel business of the country has 
increased many millions over the same 
period last year.

Alaska census enumerators did much 
of their work when the mercury was 
70 degrees below zero.

A range war between cattlemen and 
sheep men has broken out in Montana 
and serious trouble is expected.

The 0. R. & N. will reduce grain 
rates to compete with the Northern 
Pacific in hauling grain to the Sound.

The mayor of Toledo, 0 ., was ar­
rested for breaking the speed limit in 
his automobile, but was released when 
he made himself known.

Five inmates of the criminal ward of 
the Oregon state insane asylum es 
caped. Three were recaptured im­
mediately but the other two are still 
at large.

The skeleton of a young woman was 
found in a sack half buried in the sand 
on the beach at Newport., Or. It is 
believed the woman was murdered and 
has been dead many years.

The conductor of a Northern Pacific 
switching crew, was run over by cars 
at Tacoma and had both legs severed 
below the knee. As he lay on the 
ground waiting for an ambulance he 
coolly gave orders for the work of the 
crew for the rest of the day and chat­
ted with the men.

The Chicago grain market is flooded 
with orders to buy corn.

Official census returns give Oklaho­
ma City a population of 64,205.

Saskatchewan, Manitoba, expects to 
harvest a wheat crop of 60,000,000 
bushels.

Rock Springs, Wyoming, was ser­
iously jarred by several shocks of 
earthquake.

The Indiana National guard is held 
in readiness for action in the Grand 
Trunk strike situation in Indiana.

A gale reaching 60 miles an hour did 
much damage in St. Louis and put the 
street cars and telephones out of busi­
ness.

A shortage in the accounts of Irwin 
Wilder, assistant cashier of the Russo- 
Chinese bank of New York City, 
amounts to $600,000.

Three occupants of an automobile 
were inBtantly killed and the other two 
badly injured while racing with a rail­
road train for a crossing.

Much graft evidence is expected to 
develop at the inquest over the body of 
Ira G. Rawn, late president of the 
great Monon railway lines.

Crops in Kansas, Missouri, Oklaho­
ma and Arkansas are shriveling under 
a burning sun. Corn, cotton and 
peaches especially, are being injured.

By the giving way of a window screen 
a 4-year-old child was thrown from a

Not L e ss  Than  6 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Years, 
,la New  Estimate.

Washington—Old Mother Earth, like 
femininity through all time, but with 
far greater success than moat of her 
sex, has defied man to learn her age. 
Scientists still admit their defeat. 
Their latest estimate credits her with 
‘ ‘ not above 70,000,000 years or below
55.000. 000 years.”

This estimate, to which official sanc­
tion is given through publication by 
the Smithsonian Institution, is the re­
sult of studies by Frank Wigglesworth 
Clark and George F. Becker, of the 
United States Geological Survey.

Professor Clark in a paper entitled 
“ A Preliminary Study of Chemical De 
nudation, ”  presents a review of avail 
able data from a chemical point of 
view. Mr. Becker discussed the ques 
tion in a paper on "The Age of the 
Earth”  from a more philosophical point 
of view.

The age of the earth has always been 
a subject for discussion among men of 
science and largely without any definite 
agreement among the representatives 
of the different branches of studies on 
account of the different points of at­
tack.

Briefly, the more recent discussion 
as to the earth’s age has placed time 
as follows:

Lord Kelvin, in 1862, 20,000,000 to
400.000. 000 years, with a probable 98,- 
000,000 years.

Clarence King and Carl Baras, in 
1893, 24,000,000 years.

Lord Kelvin in 1897 revised his fig­
ures to 20,000,000 to 40,000,000 years.

Da Lapparent, in 1890, 67,000,000 
to 90,000,000 years.

Charles D. Walcott, secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, in 1893, max 
imum age 70,000,000 years.

J. J. Jolly, in 1899, age of the ocean
80.000. 000 to 90,000,000 years.

W. J. Sollas, in 1909, age of the
ocean, 80,000,000 to 150,000,000 years.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
PROGRESS OF OUR HOME STATE

F IN E  T IM B E R  B U R N IN G .

F o re sts  Ablaze in Yellow  Pine S e c ­
tion Near M edfo rd .

Medford—A forest fire is raging 
about nine miles out of Butte Falls, 
and about three miles square of |yellow 
pine timber is said to be burned over. 
The timber is said to be valuable, av­
eraging 4,000,000 feet to the quarter 
section.

The fire originated in the embers of 
the small fire on Fourbit creek inside 
the national forest. A stiff breeze is 
fanning the flames and driving the 
flames westward.

A force of 25 men under the direc­
tion of John Holst, ranger, is fighting 
the flames and a call has been sent to 
Medford for more men. The Iowa 
Lumber company, on whose land the 
fire is burning, organized a force of 
fire fighters at Butte Falls and sent it 
to help the government forces.

Manager Hafer, of the lumber com­
pany, says that the fire will do but 
little damage as long as it is in the 
yellow pine, which is not brushy, but 
fears are entertained that the fire will 
reach the Douglas fir belt, a short dis 
tance to the west, where the fire will 
be more disastrous, [as that kind of 
timber is very brushy.

There are no settlers in the burned 
area.

P E A R Y  Q U IT S  T A L K .

Lecture P latform  P ro ve s O the r Than 
B ig  Succe ss.

New York — Commander Robert E. 
Peary is done with the lecture plat­
form, at least as far as America is 
concerned, and he probably will never 
deliver another address on a box-office- 
receipt basis in any country in the 
world.

His tour in the United States, fol­
lowing his return from the North Pole, 
proved disastrous both financially and 
in amount of enthusiasm he awakened.

It cost the Civic Forum thousands of 
dollars, and the explorer didn’t get 
anywhere near ,the amount of money 
he expected.

When he left for England a few 
months ago he said he would never 
lecture here again. "Peary has a 
right to be sore at American people,”  
his friends say. "They paid their 
money for a gold brick, but wouldn’ t 
subscribe to the genuine article."

Cook made a clean-up, some say as 
much as $75,000, in his few lectures 
here before his story was attacked.

It was in the South where Peary re­
ceived the worst frost. He was booked 
for six cities, but two of these were 
cancelled because of poor business, 
while the other engagements showed a 
deficit.

T R A IN W R E C K  A T T E M P T E D .

G rand T run k  Eng inee r is  W arned 
and He S lo w s  Down.

Toronto, Ont. — An attempt was 
made to derail a Grand Trunk local 
passenger train near Brockville, but 
the engineer received warning and 
slowed down in time to pass safely 
over the spot where spikes had been

• , . . T pulled and rails loosened. Troops havewindow 35 feet to the ground at Los i r . . D ..“  1 been sent to Brockville to replace the
militia there.Angeles, but was picked up laughing 

and apparently unhurt.
The president’s yacht, with Taft on 

board, was forced by fog to put to sea 
instead of making a landing, as no 
shore lights could be sighted. They 
remained at sea all nighL

President Taft received a sprained 
ankle while playing golf.

Logged-off lands are being exten-

Superintendent Brownlee said the 
company would be prepared to accept 
any amount of freight in a day or two. 
On all divisions there was a good 
movement of freight.

President Garretson, of the Order of 
Railway Conductors, arrived here from 
Cedar Rapids, la., and President Lee. 
o f the Trainmen, from Cleveland. Both 
declared they are not here to draw up [

U S E  C U R R E N T  M O T O R S .

M a lheu r County Fa rm e rs  O rgan ize  to 
Irrigate 12 ,000  Acre s.

Ontario—The Snake River Irrigation 
district, limited, ¡b a new corporation 
organized in Malheur county for the 
purpose of irrigating the lands com­
prising 12,000 acres located between 
Malheur Butte, two miles west of On­
tario, and on the north side of the Mal­
heur river, and west of the Snake riv­
er, and extending to a point opposite 
Weiser, including the famous Dead 
Ox flat.

These lands are to be irrigated by 
means of current wheels to be installed 
in the Snake river, the wheels to be 
run by the pewer of the water. This 
is a new plan of pumping for irriga­
tion purposes in Oregon and Idaho. 
This plan has been tried out at Pasco 
on the Columbia river, where water 
for irrigation purposes has been suc­
cessfully lifted 220 feet.

The plan of the Snake River Irriga­
tion district is to install two of these 
pumping wheels in the Snake river, 
one of which will be at the mouth of 
Jacobsen’s gulch, five miles north of 
Ontario. One of these plants will lift 
the water 46 feet above the river. 
The other plant will lift the water 103 
feet above the river.

Work on the first lift has been com­
menced and it is expected to have this 
finished within 90 days. Thirty 
are at work.

F R U IT  IN  J E O P A R D Y .

D ecision in Peacock  M ills  C a se  M ay 
S top  Water.

Walla Walla—Attorney C. M. Rader 
of Walla Walla, discussing the decis­
ion of Judge Bean at Pendelton, in the 
famous Peacock Mills water case, said 
that several hundred acres of land 
now irrigated in the Milton-Freewater 
section, will be deprived of water un­
less the decision is overruled by the 
Supreme court of Oregon. The case 
has been in the courts for five years, 
and involves a water right arrange­
ment in which priority in water right 
acquisition enables a holder to deprive 
a more recent securer of a water right 
of his water in times of drouth.

O dd  Fe llow s Tem ple, $41 ,000 .
Klamath Falls—The contract for the 

construction of the Odd Fellows’ tem­
ple has been let to R. E. Wattenburg. 
The structure will be built of brick, 
and the cost is to be $41,250 complete. 
The contract calls for the completion 
of the structure by January 1. The 
building will be 68 feet on Main |street 
and 106 feet on Fifth street. There is 
to be a full basement. The second 
floor will contain 22 offices. The third

E X P E C T  2 6 .0 0 0  D E L E G A T E S .

Portlai d P lans to Entertain Natlona 
W o o lg ro w e rs ' Convention.

Portland—That Portland will reap 
fully $2,000,000 as a result of the Na­
tional Wool Growers’ convention and 
the National Sheep show January 4, 5, 
6 and 7, 1911, is the belief of persons 
prominently identified with commercial 
activity in the city.

The National Wool Growers’ Con­
vention and Sheep Show, the first 
ever held in Oregon, is expected to 
bring into Portland fully 25,000 dele­
gates and persons interested in the 
sheep and wool business.

Members of the Portland Commer­
cial club and Oregon Wool Growers’ 
association met with George S. Walk­
er, secretary of the National Wool 
Growers’ association, and formulated 
plans for the largest convention and 
show ever held in the history of the 
sheep or wool industry in the United 
States.

A number of innovations are to be 
introduced at the Portland show. 
Among these will be an exhibition of 
collie and shepherd dogs, of which the 
Northwest ha3 many breeders and fan­
ciers. This exhibition will be for both 
exhibition and "working”  animals. 
The latter will be “ worked”  as on a 
sheep range for the edification of the 
visitors.

Arrangements are being made by C. 
B. Mintsn, secretary of the show, for 
a monster exhibition of Angora goats 
simultaneously with the sheep show. 
Always heretofore at the annual show 
this feature has been neglected, but 
at the January show it is planned to 
make this a stellar attraction. “ The 
brand of mohair grown in Oregon ex­
ceeds that of any part of the United 
States,”  said Mr. Minton, “ and us the 
industry is much followed in Oregon, 
we hope to have fully 1,000 thorough­
bred Angora goats at the exhibition.”

Not only will awards be given to 
prize sheep, but the fat stock and 
mutton will have a special department 
with cash swards. This is also an in­
novation.

Negotiations have been opened to 
obtain the armory for the sheep show 
and the convention sessions.

Bar Shows Twenty-Three Feet. 
Marshfield — Soundings, the results 

of which were highly gratifying to the 
people, were made on the bar of the 
Coquille river when the steamer Fifield 
left Bandon on her last trip to San 
Francisco. It was found that with only 
seven feet of tide there was 23 feet of 
water on the bar. The government ap­
propriation of $56,000 which has been 
made is to be used entirely inside the 
bar. Some of the snags and shoals in 
the river will be removed so that boats 
crossing in at Bandon can go up the 
river to Coquille.

I.OOO-Acre Ranch Sold. 
Klamath Falls—One of the biggest 

real estate deals made here for a long 
time was closed up recently when the 
Klamath Development company took 
over what is known as the Altamont 
ranch. This place lies just outside the 
city on the southwest and contains 
about 1,000 acres. It was owned by 
Circuit Judge George Noland, J. D. 
Carroll and the heirs of W. G. Smith. 
It is one of the finest ranches in the 
county, every foot of it being tillable.

sively used by Coast farmers for graz- any new programme and that the fight i floor will contain two lodge rooms, a
banquet hall and kitchen and an abund­
ance of locker and paraphernalia rooms.

ing purposes.
A carload of immigrants about to 

start West were held up at the landing
at Weehawken, N. J.

King George, of England, seeks to 
establish and maintain peace among 
the different political parties.

Forest fires rage around the town of 
Rainy River, Ontario, and there is 
little hope of saving the town.

A delirious typhoid fever patient in 
Spokane hospital leaped from a 

fourth-story window and was instant­
ly killed.

It is now believed that President 
Rawn, of the Monon railway, com­
mitted suicide to escape gigantic graft 
exposures which he knew would soon 
occur.

August Ropke, bookkeeper of the 
Fidelity Trust company, of Louisville, 
Ky., is believed to have embezzled the 
entire surplus of the corporation, 
amounting to $1,400,000.

A salmon was caught at Astoria, 
Ore., with a fish hook of foreign make 
embedded in its mouth. It is believed 
to have come from the Southern Cali­
fornia or Mexico coaat, as no hooks of 
this kind are made or used in this 
country.

against the Grand Trunk was now 
to the finish.

M agnate’s S o n  Dead Hero. 
Chicago — Frank Biegler, Jr., was

Doubt Thrown on Merger, 
Sumpter—The incorporation of the

burned to death here in attempting to i Sampson company, the $7,000,000 con- 
rescue F. M. Kempt, a laborer, from a I cern which has announced its purpose 

| fire that destroyed the factory of the I °* acquiring seven of the largest 
Biegler Tar £  Roofing company. The 
dead youth was the son of the president 
of the roofing company and was work­
ing in the offices at the plant when j 
the fire occurred. Kempt was prob­
ably fatally burned. Mrs. Antoa Arm- 
bruster and Mrs. Annie Ditter were 
severley burned, while trying to aid 
young Biegler. Captain Charles Pot-

mines in the Bourne district, has been 
the cause of considerable speculation.

, Two of the most important properties 
named in the plans for the merger are 
the Colnmbia mine and the North Pole. 
Manager F. S. Baillie, o f the Columbia 
mine, says no option is out for the pur­
chase of the property.

ter, of the fire department, was hurL

Prison  Re sto re s Reason.
Denver—Imprisonment in a railroad 

culvert for a week without food or 
water appears to have restored the 

i  reason of Mrs. Catherine Krouse, aged 
| 60 years, of this city, who wandered 
from the home of her daughter a week 
ago and was found by a train crew. 
The woman was found tightly wedged 
between two planka in the culvert. 
Her body was covered with braises, 
but as she was carried into the home 
of her daughter she talked coherently 
for the first time in months, but could 
not remember leaving her home.

Hot winds are 
Oklahoma.

destroying crops in

Norway's recognition of the Madrix 
blockade has aroused indignation at I
Washington.

Flour will soon advanae 20 cents a 
barrel.

Rainfall ha* checked the forest fires 
in many localities on the Pacific CoaaL

Eleven men were killed in a prema­
ture explosion of a 12-inch gun at 
Fortreaa Monroe, Virginia.

It is said false reports of gold strike 
at Iditarod, Alaska, have filled that 
camp with hundreda of destitute men.

A bitter fued between John D. 
Rockefeller and his brother Frank, of 
many years standing, has been amic- 

I ably settled.

Raid  on B a n k s  Planned.
Wallace, Idaho— A well laid plot to 

rob the Wallace banks of $2,000,000 
deposits has been perfected, is the re­
port following the capture of Bud Rog­
ers, self-confessed train robber, at 
Boise. According to a confession said 

. to have been made by Rogers, hi» three 
| pals, still at large, have perfected a 
1 plan to loot the banka at Wallace at an 
early date. Official» of the bank are 
keeping loaded guns in easy reach and 
will uae them if attacked.

W a sco  Out o f  Debt.
The Dalle*—Wasco county is prac­

tically out of debt and has $41,095 in 
its general fund with which to meet 
current expenses, according to the 
semi-annual report of the county treas­
urer just published. During the past 
six months it expended $23,714.70 on 
roads and highways, which was its 
heaviest expense. Its next heaviest 
expense was its state tax, the half-, 
yearly payment being $12,441.18.

Booth -Ke lly  Lan d s Burned.
Eugene— The Booth-Kelly Lumber 

company’s logged-off land above Wend- 
ling is being swept by fire, which has 
been burning now several days. So 
far the company has been able to keep 
the fire out of the standing timber, but 
the mill was forced to close down on 
account of a shortage of logs.

Forest Fire Gets Fresh Start. 
Klamath Falls— Instead of being un­

der control, as reported, the timber fire 
on the North Fork of Sprague river 
now presents a much more serious as­
pect than ever. Although the rain of 
a few days ago put a slight check on 
the blaze, it has broken out afresh. 
More than 50 men are fighting it, but 
the fire is reaching over new territory 
and now threatens to do a large amount 
of damage. An extra crew of men 
went out from this city to assist in 
trying to get the blaze under subjec­
tion.

P O R T L A N D  M A R K E T S .

Wheat— Blues tern, 94095c; club, 86 
©87c; red Russian, 85c; valley, 860 
87c.

Barley—Feed and brewing, $24 ton. 
Hay—Track prices: Timothy, Wil­

lamette valley, $18019 per ton; East­
ern Oregon, $20022; alfalfa, new, 
$130114.

Corn—Whole, $32: cracked, $33 ton. 
Oats -N o. 1 white, $28028.50 ton. 
Butter—City creamery, extras, 33c; 

fancy outside creamery, 31033c per 
pound; store, 23c; butter fat, 33c.

Eggs—Oregon candled, 26,^@27c; 
Eastern, 24025 '.¡c per dozen.

Poultry—Hens, 170118c; springs, 19 
0  20c; ducks, 15c; geese, 10011c; tur­
keys, live, 180,20c; dressed 22^@25c; 
q labs, $3 per dozen.

Pork—Fancy, 12t^@13c per pound. 
Veal—Fancy, 12012'-¡c per pound. 
Green Fruits— Apples, new, $1.250: 

2 per box; Lambert cherries, 12015c 
per poifnd; apricots, 5Oc0$1.5O per 
box; plums, 5Oc0$1.25; pears, $2.25; 
peaches, 4Oc0$1.25; loganberries, $1
01.25 per crate; blackberries, $1.400) 
1.50 per box; watermelons, $10)1.26 
per hundred; cantaloupes, $2.7503.50 
per crate.

Vegetables — Artichokes, 60075c 
per dozen; beans, 305c per pound; 
cabbage, 2 t40 '2 '..c; cauliflower, $1.50 
per dozen; celery, 90c; cucumbers, 50c 
per box; egg plant, 12‘ ac per pound; 
green onions, 15c per dozen; peas, 5c 
per pound; peppers, 10012 >ec; rad­
ishes, 15020c per dozen; carrots, $1@
1.25 per sack; beets, $1.50; parsnips, 
$101.25; turnips, $1.

Potatoes— New, l^4c per pound. 
Onions — Walla Walla, $2.50 per

Forbidden Orug is Found.
SL Louis—The third raid of Chinese 

restaurants within three weeks result­
ed in the seisure of opium worth $18,- 
750 at retail by revenue officers, who 
believe SL Louis it the headquarters
for the Middle West for the 
tion o f the forbidden drug.

New  B lock  at K lam ath Falls.
Klamath Falls—The two story build­

ing which L. F. Willis is to erect on 
the lot where the Masonic hall now 
stands will be 50x106 feet, and will 
have two store rooms on the main floor 
and office rooms on the second floor. 
The entire front of the building will 
be of plate glass.

Vale Le t* C ontracts.
Vale—The contract for the construc­

tion of the Vale water and sewer sys- 
tema has been let to the American 
Light A Water company, of Kansas 
City, for $63,490. The city has been

diatribu- bonded for $75,000. Work 
completed in four months.

must be

sack; Hood River, *2.25 per sack.
Cattle—Beef steers, good to choice, 

$5.2506; fair to medium, $4.2504.75; 
cowa. and heifers, good to choice, 
$4.250^4.50; fair to meadium, $3.500 
4; bulls, $303.75; stags, *2.5004.50; 
calves, light, *5.750 6.75; heavy. 
*3.5005.

Hogs — Top. *10010.25; fair to 
medium. $8.600 8.75.

Sheep — Best wethers, $404.25; 
fair to good, $308.60; best ewes, *30: 
3.50; lambs, choice, $.5006; fair. 
$4.7505.25.

Hops— 1909 crop, 10013c; olds, 
nominal; 1910 contracts. 13c.

Wool— Eastern Oregon. 13017c per 
pound; valley, 16.>,0i8c; mohair.

: choice, 32033c.


