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than he finds."’

2Between Two fires<

By ANTHONY HOPE

‘A wise man will make more opportunities
—Francis Bacon.

—_—————

CHAPTER IX.—{Continued.)

I had nothing left to say, 1 fell back
fn my chair, and gazed at the Colonel.
At the same moment a sound of rapid
wheels struck on my ears. Then I heard
the sweet, clear voice I knew so well
Baying:

“I'1 just disturb him for a moment, Mr.
Jones, 1 want him to tear himself from
work for a day, and come for a ride.,”

She opened my door, and came swiftly
In. On seeing the Colonel she took in
the position, and said to that gentleman:

“Have you toll him?"”

“1 have just done so, Signorina,” he re-
plied.

1 had not energy enough to greet her;
go she also sat down uninvited, and took
off her gloves—not lazily, {ike the Colonel,
but with an nir as though she would, if
a man, take off lLer coat, to meet the
erisis more energetically.

At last T said, with conviction:

“He's a wonderful man! How did you
find it ont, (tolonel?"

“Had Johnny Carr to dine," sald that
worthy.

“You don't mean he trasted Johnny?"

“Odd, isn't it?" said the Colonel. “With
his experience, too. He might have
known Johnny was an idiot. 1 suppose
there was no one else.”

“He know,” said the Signorina, "any-
ofie else in the place would betray him:
e knew Jolinny woulda't if he could
help it.  He uoaoderrated your powers,
Colonel.”

“Well,"” said I, I ean't help it, can
I? My directors will lose. The bond-
liolders will lose, But how does it hurt
me "

The Colonel and the Signorina both
smijed gently.

“You do it yvery well, Martin," said the
former, “but it will save time if 1 state
that hoth Signorina Nugent and mysell
are possessed of the details regarding
the——" (the Colonel paused, and strok-
ed his mustmche).

“The second loan," said the Signorina.

I was less surprised at this, recollect-
fng certain conversations,

“Ah, and how did you find that ont?"
I nsked.

“She told me,” said the Colonel, Indi-
cating his fair neighbor.

“And may I ask how you found it out,
Signoring ¥

“The President
lady.

“Well, as yon both know all about it,
it's no good keeping up pretenses. It's
very kind of you to come and warn me.”

"You dear good Mr., Martin,” said the
Signorina, “our motives are not purely
those of friendship.”

“Why, how does It matter to you?”

“Simply this," said she, “the bank and
its excellent manager own most of the
debt, The Colonel and I own the rest.
If it is repudiated, the bank loses: yes,
but the manager and the Colonel and the
Signorina Nugent are lost!"
= "I didn't know this,” 1 said, rather be-
wilderad,

“Yes," gaid the Colonel, “when the first
loan was raised I lent him $100,000, We
were thick then, and I did it in return for
my rank and my seat in the Chamber.
Since then I've bought up some more
shares,"

“You got them cheap, I
said 1.

“Yes" he replied, “I avernged them at
about 75 cents the five-dollar shave.”

“And what do you hold now, nominal?"

“Three hundred thousand dollars,” said
he, shortly.

“I understand your interest in the mat-
ter, Dt yon, Signorina?"

The Signorina appeared a little em-
barrassed., But at last she broke out:

“I don't eare if 1 do tell you. When
1 devided to stay heve I had 850,000, He
persuaded me to put it all into his horrid
debt,  Oh! wasn't it mean, Mr. Mar
tin?"

The President had certainly combined
busingss and pleasure in this matter.

“Disgraceful I" I remarked,

“And If that goes, 1 am penniless—
penniless,  And there's poor aunt. What
wil she do?"

"Never mind your aunt,” said the Colo-
nel, vather rudely. “Well," he went on,
“you see we're in the same boat with you,
Martin,"

“Yes: and we shall soon be in the same
doep water," maid I

“Not at all,” sald the Colonel. “Finan-
cial probity is the backbone of a country.
Are we to stand by and see Aureatalznd
enter on the shnmeful path of repudia-
tion¥"

“Never !" eried the Signorina, leaping
up with sparkling eyes. “Never[”

She looked enchanting. But business
18 business; and I said again:

*What are you going to do?"

“We are going, with your help, Mar-
tin, to prevent this national disgrace, We
are golnug"—he lowered his voice, useless-
Iy, for the Bignorina struck in, In a high
merry tone, waving her gloves over her
head, with these remarkable words:

“Hurrah for the Revolution ! Ilip! hip!
hureah !”

The Signorina looked like a Goddess of
Freedom in high spivita and a Paris bon-
net. She broke forth into the “Marseil-
laise,"”

“Ior merey's sake, he quiet " said Me-
Gregor, in a hoarse whisper. “If they
hear you! Stop, 1 tell you, Christina !"

“Kindly unfold your plan, Colonel," 1
egald, “I am aware that out here you
think little of revolautions, but to a new-
comer they appear to be matters requir-
jng some management., You see we are

ouly three.”

told me,” said that

suppose?”’

“T have the army with me,” said he,
grandly,

“In the outer office?” asked I, indulg-
ing in a sneer ot the dimensions of the
Aurentaland forces,

“Look here, Martin," he said, scowlng,
“if you're coming in with us, keep your
jokes to yourself.,”

‘Don’t quarrel, gentlemen,” sald the
Signorina, “It's n wuste of time, Tell
him the plan, Colonel.”

I saw the wisdom of this adviee, so 1
sald:

“Your pardon, Colonel. But won't this
repudintion be popular with the army?
If he lets the debt slide, he can pay
them."

“Exaetly,” sald he, "“Ience we must
get at them before that aspect of the
cuse strikes them. They are liverally
starving, and for ten dollars a man they
would make Satan uimself President,
Have you got any money, Martin?'

“Yes," said I, “a Hrtle,”

“How much?"

“Ten thousand,” T replied;
keeping it for the interest.”

“Al, you won't want it now."

“Indeed 1 shall—for the second loan,
you know."

“Look here, Martin; give me that ten
thousand for the troops. Stand in with
as, and the day 1 become President I'l
give you back your §300,000. Just look
where you stand now, 1 don't want to be
rude, but isn't it a case of g

“Some emergeney ? said I, thoughtful-
ly. *Yes, it is, But where do you sup-
pose you're going to get $300,000, to say
nothing of your own shares?"

He drew his chair closer to mine, and,
leaning forward, said:

“IHe's never spent the money. Ie's got
it somewhere; much the greater part, at
least,”

“Did Carr tell you that?"”

“He didu't know for certnin; but he
told me enongh to make it aimost certain.
Besides" he added, *we have other rea-
sons for suspecting it. Give me the ten
thousand, You shall have your loan back,
and, if you like, you shall be minister of
finance. We practically know the money's
there, don't we, Signorina?”

She nodded nssent.

“If we fall?" said I.

Ile drew a neat little revolver from his
pocket, placed it for a moment against
his ear, and repocketed it.

“Most lucidly explained, Colonel,” said
. “Will you give me half an hour to
think it over?"

“Yes,” he sald.  ‘You'll excuse me if
I stay in the outer office? Of course 1
trust you, Martin, but in this sort of
thing: "

“All right, I see,” said I.
Signorina ¥"

“I'Il wait, too,” she said,

They both rose and went out, and 1
heard them in conversation with Jones.
I sat still, thinking hard. But searcely
a moment had passed, when I heard the
door behind me open, It was the Sig-
norina. She came in, stood behind my
chair, and, leaning over, put her arms
round my neck. I looked up, and saw her
face full of mischief.

“swvhat about the
askad.

DBewlldered with delight, and believing
I had won her, 1 said:

“Your soldier till death, Signorina,”

“Bother death !" said she, sauecily. “No-
body's going to die. We shall win, and
then i

“And then,” said I, eagerly, “you'll
marry me, sweost?"

She quietly stonped down and kissed my
lips. Then, stroking my hair, she said:

“You're a nice boy, Jack."

“Christing, you won't marry him?"

“Him?"

"MeGregor,” said L

“Jack,” said she, whispering now, “I
hate him!"

“so do 1" T answered promptly, “And
if it's to win you, I'll npset a dozen presi-
dents."

“Then you'll do It for me? I like to
think you'll do it for me, and not for the
money.”

“1 don't mind the money coming in," I
began,

“Morcenary wretch {"
didn't kiss yon, did 12"

“No," I replied. “You said you would
in a minute, when I consented.”

“Very neat, Juck,” she sald, But she
went and opened the door and ealled to
MeGregor, “Mr. Martin sees no objection
to the arrangement, and he will come to
dinner to-night, as you suggest, and talk
over the details., We're all going to make
our fortunes, Mr, Jones,” she went on,
without waiting for any acceptance of her
implied invitation, "and when we've made
ours, we'll think about yon and Mrs.
Jones."

1 heard Jones make some noise inco-
herently suggestive of gratifieation, for
Lie was as bad as any of us about the Sig-
norina, and then 1 was left to my reflee-
tions, These were less somber than the
reader would, perhaps, anticipate. True,
| was putting my head into A nooss; and
If the President’s hands ever found thelr
wny to the end of the rope, 1 fancied he
would pull it pretty tight. Dut, again, 1
wos lmmensely in love, and equally In
debt. To a young man, life without love
isn't worth much; to a man of any nge,
in my opinfon, life without money lsn't
worth much: it becomes worth still less
when he is held to account for money he
ought to have. 8o I cheerfully entered
upon my biggest gamble, holding the stake
of life well risked. My pleasure In the

“1 was

“And you,

rose, Jack?' she

she crled. “I

alfair was only marred by the enforced
partnership of MoGregor, There was no
help for this, bur 1 knew he wasu't much
fouder of me than 1 of him, and 1 found
myself gently queditating on the friction
likely to arise botween the new President
and his minister of Hoance, in case our
plans suceeeded, Still the Bignorina hat-
od him, and by all signs she loved me, So
I lay back in my chair, and recalled my

{ charmer's prosence by whistling the hymn

of liberty until it was time to go to lunch.

CHAPTER X,

The morning meeting had heen dovoted
to principles and to the awakening of
enthusinsm ; in the evening the conspira-
tors condescended upon details, and we
held a prolonged and anxious conference
at the Signorina’s. Mrs. Careington was
commanded to have a beadache after din-
ner, and retived with it to bed: and from
ten till one we sat and conspired. The
result of our deliberations was a pretty
plan, of which the main outlines were ns
follows :

This was Tuesday. On Friday night,
the Colonel, with twenty determined ruf-
finms (or resolute patriots) previonsly
bound to him, body and soul, by a donn-
tion of no less than fifty dollars a man,
was to surprise the Golden House, seize
the person of the President and all cash
and securities on the premises; no killing
if 0t eould be avoided, but on the other
hnnd no shilly-shally. MeGrogor wanted
to put the President out of the way at
once, as A precantionary measure, but I
strongly opposed this proposal, and, find-
ing the Signorina wis aboslutely inflex-
itle on the same side, he yielded,

I had a strong desire to be present at
this midnight surprise, but another duty
called for my presence,  There wns a
gala sopper at the barracks that even-
ing, to commemorate some incident or oth-
er in the national history, and I was to be
present and to reply to the togst of “The
Commerce of Aureataland My task
was, at all hazards, to keep this party go-
ing till the Colonel's job was done, when
he would appear at the soldiers' quarters,
bribe in hand, and demand their alle-
ginnee, Our knowledge of the character
of the troops made us regnrd the resnlt
a8 a certainty, if once the President were
n prisoner and the dollars before their
pyes, The Colonel and the troops were
to surround the officers’ messroom. and
offer them life and money, or death and
destruction. Here again we anticipated
their chojce with eomposure. The army
was then to be paraded In the Piazan, the
town overawed or converted, and, behold,
the Revolution was accomplished!

The success of this design entirely de-
pended on its existence remaining a dead
soeret from the one man we feared, and
on that one man being found alone and
unguarded at 12 o'clock on Friday night,
If he discovered the plot, we were lost.
If he took it into his head to attend the
supper, our difficulties would be greatly
increasad. At this point we turned to the
signorina, and T said, briefly :

“This appears to be where you ecome in,
Signorina. Permit me to inyite you to
dine with his excellency on Friday exen-
Ing at 8 precisely.”

“You mean,” she sald slowly, “that I
am to keep him at home on Friday?”

“Yes," snid 1. “Is there any difficnlty?"

“I do not think there is great difficul-
ty,” she said, “but I don't like it; It
looks so treacherous.”

Of course it did. T didn’t like her do-
ing it myself, but how else was the Fres-
ident to be secured?

“Rather late to think of that, Isn't
it? asked MeGiregor, with a sneer. “&
revolution won't run on high emotional
wheels."

“Think how he jockeyed you about the
money,” said I, assuming the part of the
tempter.

“By the way,” said MeGregor, “it's nn-
dorstood the Signorina enters Into pos-
seasion of the Preyident’s country villa,
isn't it?"

Now my poor Signorina had a longing
for that choiee little retreat, and between
resentment for her lost money and a de-
sire for the pretty houss, she was sore
hesot, Left to herself, 1 believe she would
have yielded to her better feelings and
dpoiled the plot,

“I'Il ao it, if you'll swear not to—to
hurt him,” she said.

“I've promised already,” replled the
Colonel, sullenly; *1 won't touch him, un-
less he brings it on himself. If he tries
to kill me, T suppose I needn't bare my
brenst to the blow?"

“Nn, no,”" 1 interposed; “I have a re-
wnrd for his exeellency, but we must nof
let our feelings betray us into wenkness.
e must be taken—nlive and well, if
possible—but in the last resort, dead or
alive

“Come, that's more like sense,’ said
the Colonel, approvingly.

The Signorinn sighed, but opposed us
no longer.

Returning to ways and means, wo ar-
ranged for communieation in ease of need
during the next three days without the
necessity of meeting. My position as the
eenter of finanein]l business in Whitting-
ham made this easy; the passage of bank
messengers to and fro would excite little
remark, and the messages conld easily be
80 expressed as to reveal nothing to an
uninstructed eye, It wos further agreed
that on the smullest hint of danger reach-
ing any one of us, the word should at
once be passed to the others, and we
shonld  rendozvous at the Colonel's
“ranch,” which lay some seven miles from
the town. Thence, In this lamentuble
case, eseape would be more possible.

“And now,” said the Colonel, “if Mar-
tin will hand over the dollars, I think
that's about all"

(To be continued.)

The Hent She Needed.

“Yes," sald Mra. Popley, “I'm going
to tnke the children away to the coun-
try for a month or so.”

“You'll take your servant girls with
you, of course,” sald Mrs, Nexdore,

“Most gssuredly not! I need a rest
myself"—Phlladelphla Press

Bilnekberry Vinegar,
Put the blackberries luto a stone ves-

seloand mwash thew to o pulp. Add
clder vinegar enough to cover 1t well,
stand In the sun twelve hours and all
might In the ¢ellar, stie well occaslon-

ally during this time, stealn and put |

a3 many fresh berrdes In the jar as you
took out; pour the stralned vinegar
over them ; wash and set In the sun all
tuy, To each quart of this julee, allow
one pint of water and five and one-half
pounds of sugnr to three pints of the
wingled Julee and water. lace over
n gentle fire and stly untll the sugar Is
tissolveil,  Heat slowly to bolling, skim-
ming off the seum, and as it falely
bolls take off the strain. Bottle while
warm and seal the corks with sealing
wax, or beeswax and rosin,

Gooseberey Marmnlade,

Four pounds of gooseberries, four
oranges, Julee of all and rind of two—
four pounds of sugar, two pounmds of
seeded  raisins, Stem goosebereies,
squeeze Julee of oranges and cook skin
of two (or the skin of four If fluyvor
of orange 1s Hked) in water until ten-
der. Draln and serape out the white
purt, Put the gooseberries into a gran-
Ite kettle, heat slowly to boiling and
cook twenty minutes (add a Httle wa-
ter If necessary to keep from sticking).
Then add the sugar, orange julee and
rind ecut fine, and ralsins; cook slowly
until thick. Seal while hot.

Banann Fritters,

Cut peeled  bananas  into halves
lengthwise, then across, and dip In feit-
ter batter. Fry in deep hot fat and
serve with a lemon sauce. The sauce
for fritters should always be clear,
and generally no thickening is used, or
else a Httle arrowroot Is taken, which
makes transparent thickening, Make
a slrup by cooking one cup of sugar
with five tablespoons of water for elght
minutes, and be sure not to cook It
longer, for ten or twelve minutes will
make It thread. Add one and one-lalf
tablespoons of lemon julee and a round-
Ing teaspoon of butter,

Seoitech Bread,

This sort of bread, or, more correct-
Iy speaking, cake, Is plch, and must be
kept several days or a week to be at
its best. Work one cup of butter and
one-half eup of soft light brown sugnr
together, then knead or mix In one-halt
poumd of bread tlour, which will be
about two cups. Set In the lee box to
chill, and roll one-third of an Inch
thick. Cut In squares, scatter some
caraway seeds over the top and press
In lightly, then bake In o slow oven.
If preferred, the caraway seeds can
be soattered through the dough, or they
may be omltted.

Rice and Peas,

To take the place of meat there is
nothing more satisfactory than rice and
peas.  Both are bolled separately and
then the two are put together and
cooked with a bit of perk, butter and
pepper,  An entlre dihner may be made
of curried chicken If it Is served after
the West and East Indian mode, A
Httle grated fresh cocoanut, a blf of
thinly sliced smoked salmon, gherkins,
chutney and pleked beet root give n
distinet flavor and relish to It and take
the place of vegetables and salad,

Sponge Layer Cnke.

Beat the yolks and whites of five
eggs separately, stireing Into the yolk
a copful of powdered sugar and a
smnll teacupful of prepared flour, Beat
for twenty minutes, then add two tea-
spoonfuls of lemon Julee and the stiff-
ened whites, stirring these last In very
lightly. "Turn Into greased layer-cake
tins and bake In a steady oven.

Sponge CUnke.

One seant cup of sugar, two eggs,
whites and yolks beaten separately, one
cup of flour sifted with two teaspoon-
fuls of baking powder; a half cup of
boiling  water. Beat the yolks
for fifteen minutes with the sugar;
then add the whites, the flour, and, last
of all, the water, Bake In a loaf tin,

Spleed Peaches,

Peel and slice peaches and welgh
them, To flve pounds of frult allow
two pounds of granulated sugam and a
small cup of vinegar, with two ounces
each of whole cloves and broken stick
clnnamon. Put over the fire and boil
until very thick. Put Into heated Jelly
glasses and seal.

Grape Ple,

Wash and stem ripe, acld grapes. To
two cups of the frult add a cup of
granulated sugar, mix well and put
into n ple plate lined with puff paste.
i on an upper crust and bake. Serve
cold with sugar strewn over the top
of the ple.

Apple Tafly.
Boll together a pound of granulated
sugar and a teacupful of cold water

until a little dropped into cold water !

is brittle. Wipe each apple, run a
skewer through 1t, dip In the sealding

sirup and lay on waxed paper to dry.

‘and a hall.
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Ceneral Debility

Day In and day otk thore s that feellng
of woenkness that maless o burden of itsells

Food does not strengthen,

Sleep does not refresh,

It 1s hard to do, hard to bear, what
ahould be ensy,—vitallty Is on the ebb, and
the whole system sulfers,

For this condition take

Hood’s Sarsaparilla

It vitalizes the blood and glves vigor and
tone to all the organs and functions,

In usual Mquid form or in chocolnted
tablets known us Sarsatabs, 100 doses 1,

Advertisemoents,

The first newspaper advertlsement
appenred In Great Breitaln 1o 1642, In
Gireece ndvertising was done by publle
eriers, The fivst printed ndvertisement
In Knglnna was got up by the celebrat-
ed printer Caxton, It announeced the
completion of a book enlled “The Pyer
of Baullsbury.”

The anclent Egyptlans, Greeks and
Romang vere the first to use bill-
posters, some of which were found on
the walls of bulldings In 'ompell, It
was not until the eigliteenth century
that magazine and newspaper ndver-
tlsing becnme the recognized mediom
between manuf'm-tlilrer and buyer,

Mothers will find Mr+, Winalow's Soothing
Byrup the best remedy touse for thelr children
during the teething perlod,

Curbing Hisx Haptore,

Ardent Lover—DBlanchs, you nare the
loveliest ‘givl in the world!

His Intollectunl Sweethenrt—While 1
realize that such a remark as that Ger-
&ld, is based on inadequate knowledge, 1
am disposed to regard it a8 indicating the
full meagure and scope of your nequaint-
ence with the world thus far, and as such
I aecept It and hesten to express my
grateful apprecintion,

Father and Son,

“Father,” sald the college man, on
his return to the farm, 1 belleve 1'11
not remaln at home during vaecation
perlod, but seek some secluded glade
and rest my weary braln where the
wooilbine twineth."”

“Son,” returned the prosnle father,
“ye'll stay right here an' git all th' se-
clooghun 'at's necessary, an' y' ¢'n rest
them ther tlred bralns euten th' har-
vest fleld, where the good twine bind-
eth,"—Toledo Blade,

fiTs

erve Hestorer, Bend for FRER 82 1elal bottle and
trentise, Dr 10 BL Ko, Lade 030 Arch St Plils, Pa

Bt, Vitun' Dance and mll Nervous Disrases
rmanently cured by Dre. Kline's Gireat
1

Necessnrlly.

Dinglebats—The oculist charged you $3
for taking a grain of sand out of your
ere? That's pretty steep, lsn't it?

Himpaley—1 thought so, till 1 looked
over his hill. It was for ‘removing a
foreign substanee from the cornen,’ and of
course that costs more,

Unsollelted Testimoninl,

“Stelln engaged herself to five or alx
young men at that summer resort,” snid
the girl with the blue earrings, I don't
think that was right, do you?"

“Maybe not,” answered the girl with
the ready made complexlon, “but poor,
dear Stelln was dotermined they shouldn’t
all of them eseape her this time."

$100 Reward, $100,

The readers of this Yuwr will be pleased to
lenrn that there is at least one dreaded disense
that sclence has been able to curs in all its
stnyges, and that is Catarrh, Hall's Catarrh
Cure latheonly positive cure known to the
maedices] fraternity. Catarrh being n constitu.
tlonal disease, requires & constitutional treat-

I ment. Hall's Catarrh Curelstaken internally,

neting directly upon the blood and mueous
suriaces of the system, Lharrh()' destroylng the
foundation of the disease, and glying the pa-
tient gtrength by bullding up the constitution
and assieting nature in deing {8 work. The

| propriators have so much faith in {ta curative
"mwerl that they offer One Hundred Dollnrg

l.;l' an cuuitliml.lt falls to oure. Send for list
of testimoninls,
Address. ¥, J. CHENEY & €O., Toledo, Ov
Bold by drugiints, Tbe.

Hall's Family Pills are the best,

An the Boy Views It.

“My son,” sald the strlet mother at
the end of a moral lecture, “I want you
to be exceedingly ecnreful about your
conduet. Never, under any elreums-
stances, do anything which you would
be ashamed to have the whole world
gee you do."

The small boy turned n handspring
with a whoop of delight.

“What In the world 18 the matter
with you? Are you cruzy?” demanded
the mother,

“No'm,” was the answer. “I'm jes'
go glad that you don't epec me to tnke
no baths never any more,"

TIRED BACKS,

The kidneys bave a great work to do
in keeping the blood pure. When they
get ont of order it cavses backache,

” headaches, dizziness,
languor and distress-
ing urinary troubles.
Keep the kidneys well
 and all these suffer-
ings will besaved yon,
Mra, 8. A. Moore,
proprietor of a res-
taurant at Waterville,
Me., says: ‘‘Before
using Doan’s Kidney
Pille [ suffered every-
thing from kidney troubles for a year
I bad pain in the  back
and head, an aimost continuous in the
loine and felt weary all the time. A
few doses of Doan’s Kidney Pills bronght

! great relief, and I kept on taking them

until in a short time I was cured, I
thin.r. Doan’s Kidney Pills are wonder-

for eale by all dealers. 50 cents a
lux, Foster-Milbura Qo., Buffalo, N, ¥,




