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AND ANNA KAMINSKI

The Bulletin

Ray Shields was walking 
through the parking lot of the 
Safeway on Bend’s east side Sun-
day, Aug. 28, to buy a macaroni 
and cheese dinner when the 
rattle of gunfire filled his ears. 
The 62-year-old Bend resident, 
who walks with crutches due to 
his osteoarthritis, spun around 
and fled when a man nearby 
screamed: “Live shooter.”

Shields could hear the words 
of his Marine Corps drill in-
structor in his head from de-
cades ago, screaming and swear-
ing at him to run faster, faster. 
Shields picked up his crutches 
and sprinted maybe 30 feet be-
fore his hips gave out. He 
collapsed to the asphalt and 
started to crawl.

Shields is among the wit-
nesses to the shooting at Safe-
way who are trying to compre-
hend what happened when a 
gunman entered the store and 
opened fire on shoppers with 
an AR-15-style rifle, killing two 
people and injuring two others.

Some witnesses stayed awake 
through the night, scrolling 
through the news articles and 
internet threads and reading the 
rumors, trying to find some way 
to make sense of the violence. 
Others returned to the scene 
Aug. 29, wanting to speak to po-
lice, journalists and anyone who 
would just stop and listen. Some 
still bear the physical and emo-
tional marks that come with the 
traumatic event. 

“Nothing justifies this. That’s 
it,” Travis Connor, a 31-year-old 
employee at a local solar com-
pany said. 

“If we give him the wrong 
type of attention, it’s just going 
to inspire more people.”

Connor was approaching the 
Safeway when he saw Shields 
running in a zig-zag pattern, ap-
parently trying to avoid bullets 
flying through the air. Nearby, 
Connor saw Safeway employees 
pouring out of the grocery store. 
Connor took off his noise-can-
celing headphones when 
another burst of gunshots 
rang out. He leaned down to 
Shields and said: “Don’t hate 
me for this.”

Connor threw Shields over 
his shoulder and sprinted down 
the street. They ran nearly 
100 yards before they ducked 
behind the tires of a parked 
Ford F-150.

NEIGHBORS SHELTER 
FLEEING SURVIVORS

A woman, speaking loud 
and urgent orders in Spanish, 
pulled Connor and Shields into 
an apartment, where nearly 
a dozen more people stacked 
chairs and mattresses against 
the doors and walls as a sense 
of terror and foreboding filled 
the room.

Inside, a woman in her late 
teens told the group the shooter 

had pointed his AR-15 style ri-
fle directly at her. She repeated 
to them again and again: “He 
pointed the gun directly in my 
face.” Then, she began to vomit 
in the bathroom.

“There’s no amount of ther-
apy that can fix that,” Shields 
reflected. “She’s going to be 
messed up for life … When she 
closes her eyes, that’s all she’s 
gonna see.”

Another man was in the 
apartment with his wife, his 
2-year-old daughter and his 
4-year-old son. He panicked 
that they were now trapped in 
the apartment and their only 
exit, the front door, was blocked. 
Connor and Shields opened the 
window for the man, took the 
screen out and helped his 
children out of the apartment, 
and they ran.

The group kept the lights 
off in the apartment as the sun 
went down and the light faded. 
As the night wore on, they were 
able to exit the apartment. But 
the next day, Shields and Con-
nor came back to the scene, 
arriving in different parts of 
the shopping center, hoping to 
speak with someone. 

“We had never met before in 
our lives, but we became very 
good friends. We got each oth-

er’s phone numbers and ev-
erything,” Shields said, adding: 
“When you’re over someone’s 
shoulder and running from a 
live-fire situation, you get to be 
friends real quick.”

For Connor, he knows it was 
actually Shields who saved his 
life. Without seeing Shields 
running away, it’s possible his 
noise-canceling headphones 
would have prevented him from 
hearing the gunshots, sending 
him directly into the line of fire.

But Aug. 29, standing near the 
caution tape outside the Safeway, 
what stuck in Connor’s head was 
not running across the street 
with Shields over his shoulder. 
It was the sound of the wom-
an’s voice in the apartment as 
she told them, again and again, 
about the man who aimed the 
gun directly at her face. 

SHOPPER WAS ARMED 
AND READY

Molly Taroli, 40, had been 
shopping with her husband for 
about 10 minutes before the 
shooting started. They were 
walking down the store’s front 
aisle, behind the registers, when 
they heard shots, followed by a 
woman’s scream.

Taroli bolted for the back of 
the store while her husband 

ran out the front, to get his own 
weapon from his truck. As she 
went, Taroli gripped the gun 
she kept in her purse. She said 
she’s been carrying it for the 
past several years.

“This is the exact reason 
why,” Taroli said. “It’s because 
we live in a very unsafe, unpre-
dictable world.”

As the shooting continued, 
Taroli heard it moving closer. 
When she felt the vibration of a 
round near her, Taroli said she 
threw her shopping cart to the 
side in the hope of distracting 
the shooter for enough time to 
get away. When she got to 
the back of the store, Taroli 
stood behind an open door to 
the store, holding her gun 
in case the shooter came in 
that direction.

Neither Taroli nor her hus-
band, who she found safe at the 
front of the store when police 
arrived, fired any shots at the 
shooter, who police said took his 
own life. She pointed to mental 

health systems lacking resources 
and being too forgiving, and not 
the shooter’s apparent access to 
guns, as the cause of the shoot-
ing, alluding to unconfirmed 
rumors that Ethan Blair Miller, 
20, had posted disturbing jour-
nal entries for months leading 
up to the shooting.

She also lauded the bravery of 
first responders who ran 
onto the scene.

“It made me appreciate even 
more those whose duty is to 
protect and serve,” Taroll said. 
“This is what they do every day.”

DELIVERY DRIVER HEARD 
SHOTS FROM PARKING LOT

Minutes before Taroli reached 
for her gun, Jordan Campbell, 
34, walked out of the same en-
trance the gunman used to en-
ter the store.

Campbell said the scene re-
minded him of his experience 
near a 2017 mass shooting. He 
lived in Las Vegas at the time 
and was working at a Verizon 

Wireless store, just 2 miles from 
where a gunman shot and killed 
60 people at a music festival 
in what became the country’s 
deadliest mass shooting. Had 
Campbell taken his 
normal route home the day 
of that shooting, he would 
have been right in its path, 
Campbell remembered.

“It’s just crazy to me person-
ally that this is the second one 
I’ve been so close to, I guess,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell on Aug. 28 had 
been filling an Instacart order 
at Safeway, where he said he 
usually shops. He’d parked in a 
different spot than usual — far-
ther away from the store than 
his typical spot — and went 
through the self-checkout lane 
since the other lanes were busy.

By the time he walked past 
the shopping cart return, 
he heard the first few shots 
ring out from behind him, in-
side the store.

“That’s when I heard what I 
thought was fireworks,” Camp-
bell said. “I started thinking to 
myself, ‘No way, that can’t be 
fireworks from inside the store.’”

By the time he got to his 
car, Campbell heard a “barrage 
of shots.”

“Then people started spill-
ing out of both entrances there,” 
Campbell remembered.

He stayed at the edge of the 
parking lot as people continued 
rushing from the store and as the 
scene lit up with the lights from 
dozens of emergency vehicles.

Campbell said the shoot-
ing in Las Vegas five years ago 
heightened his awareness in 
public places.

“From that first instance in 
Vegas, it’s not paranoia, but it’s 
being super aware of all the ex-
its, all the entryways, how to get 
away if something were to hap-
pen,” Campbell said.

The Safeway shooting 
heightened that awareness 
even further.

“I’m looking around way 
more. Today it’s been more 
paranoia, like now it can happen 
again,” Campbell said, speak-
ing to a Bulletin reporter on the 
phone after having just finished 
a shopping trip at Target with 
his 4-year-old son Monday. “I 
just feel like I’m looking over 
my shoulder a lot more today, 
and it’s definitely directly 
related to yesterday.”

BY JOHN TILLMAN

Hermiston Herald

Fire kicked up again Saturday, 
Aug. 27, at the Grain Craft flour 
mill in Pendleton, sending black 
smoke steaming into the sky.

Pendleton Fire Chief Jim 
Critchley said there are a few 
reasons why the fire continues 
after the blaze that tore through 
the structure on Aug. 10.

Multiple hot spots remain 
that are inaccessible, he said, 
particularly in the basement. 
Wind often causes the hot spot 
to flare up, which is what hap-
pened Aug. 27.

Firefighters are trying to put 
out those deep-seated embers, 
he said, but they probably will 
remain hot until the building 
comes down and crews can ac-
cess the basement.

The basement’s dirt floor is 
another problem. Critchley said 
the water seeps through, so the 
room does not fill up. All 
firefighters are doing then, 
he said, is sending water back 
to the aquifer.

He also said Grain Craft’s 
insurance company and the 
Oregon State Fire Marshal are 
investigating the fire, and he an-
ticipates receiving a report in a 
couple of weeks.

“I’m pretty sure the cause of 
the fire is going to be undeter-
mined,” he said.

Fire kicks 
up again at 
Pendleton 
flour mill

Witnesses to Bend shooting describe chaos, fear

Ryan Brennecke/The Bulletin

Emergency personnel respond to the shooting at The Forum Shopping Center in east Bend on Sunday, Aug. 28, 2022.

CONCEALED CARRY 
PERMIT CLASS

MULTI-STATE

Multi-State $80
Oregon Included No Fee

Oregon Only $45

PERMIT CLASS

Valid 35-States, including Washington

Shaun Curtain   360-921-2071
or email: ShaunCurtain@gmail.com | www.ShaunCurtain.com.com

Shaun Curtain   360-921-2071
or email: ShaunCurtain@gmail.com | www.ShaunCurtain.com.com

Shaun Curtain   360-921-2071
or email: ShaunCurtain@gmail.com | www.ShaunCurtain.com.com

Shaun Curtain   360-921-2071
or email: ShaunCurtain@gmail.com | www.ShaunCurtain.com.com

SEPTEMBER 17TH • 9AM

Hermiston Ranch-&-Home

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E
 N

ATIO
N

’S

 
 
 
 
G

U

T
T

E R  G U
A

R
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here


