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BY ANTONIO ARREDONDO

Hermiston Herald
Oregon U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden 

on Thursday, July 7, swung 
through Umatilla County, as he 
visited the Hermiston Hispanic 
Advisory Committee and learned 
more about the Pendleton Un-
manned Aerial Systems Range.

It was a busy day for Wyden 
in Eastern Oregon. His day be-
gan at 8:30 a.m. with a meeting 
with the Hermiston Hispanic 
Advisory Council at the Herm-
iston Public Library.

“There’s a lot of hate in the 
world towards immigrants right 
now,” City Councilor Maria 
Duron told Wyden. “About how 
we’re here to take other people’s 
jobs. I would like for that to turn 
around.”

Wyden used the meeting as 
one to build ideas, aiming to 
work with the committee to 
solve problems. He suggested 
designating Duron as someone 
who could find immigrant suc-
cess stories to tell.

Other issues also arose.
Some Hermiston Latino resi-

dents may not understand how 
to file taxes and delegate that 
task to their children.

“The children end up edu-
cating their parents and play a 
third parent role,” City Coun-
cilor Roy Barron said, “We want 
the next generation to be suc-
cessful and balance those roles.”

Mark Gomolski, vice-chair 
of the committee as well as the 
executive director for Agape 
House food bank, raised con-
cerns about food access. While 

Agape House receives food 
from several vendors, it gets 
very little Hispanic food. Go-
molski often has to travel to 
fields to distribute what little 
rice and beans he has.

Wyden agreed with most of 
the points made and challenged 
the group to take the next step.

“We need to start talking 
about what the legislative steps 
are,” Wyden said. “I don’t think 
we can recreate a big bill right 
now, I don’t think we can, but 
we ought to get started.”

After an hour, Wyden closed 
the meeting with the commit-
tee by offering his support. As 
a child of immigrant parents 
who escaped the Nazis from 
Germany, he related to many 
of the issues that the Hermis-
ton Latino community is still 

dealing with today, including 
Duron’s point made at the be-
ginning of the discussion.

“A lot of people are angry 
about immigration, but they 
forget where they come from, 
“Wyden said. “Unless you are 
Native American, you are part 
of the immigrant experience 
like the Wyden family.”

SENATOR MAKES MORE  STOPS
Wyden held a press confer-

ence in the morning at the Or-
egon National Guard Aviation 
Facility at the airport in Pendle-
ton to discuss the VA’s Asset and 
Infrastructure Review Commis-
sion’s proposals to reclassify the 
Walla Walla veterans facility as 
a community-based outpatient 
clinic and move its 31-bed resi-
dential rehabilitation treatment 

program 180 miles north of 
Walla Walla to Spokane. That 
proposal would have caused 
Eastern Oregon veterans to have 
to drive 180 miles to Spokane 
for other care.

“I’m also a veteran,” Pend-
leton Mayor John Turner said, 
“and I use the VA in Walla Walla 
all the time, and I know that 
there are hundreds of veterans 
in Oregon who do the same.”

Wyden recently held town 
halls for Eastern Oregon vet-
erans, their families and vet-
erans service providers to ask 
top VA officials about the pro-
posals to change the Jonathan 
M. Wainwright Memorial VA 
Medical Center in Walla Walla. 
In the end, a bipartisan Senate 
committee, including Wyden, 
blocked the commission, secur-

ing the Walla Walla center for 
years to come.

Ken McCormack, chair for 
the Veterans Advisory Council 
in La Grande, covered some of 
the staffing issues the VA has 
faced, a problem Wyden said he 
would look into.

“I want to pledge today that I 
will keep watchdogging this is-
sue on behalf of rural veterans,” 
Wyden said, “because I know 
that there are a lot of questions.” 

PENDLETON UAS RANGE
Wyden headed to the nearby 

Eastern Oregon Regional Air-
port for a meeting to discuss 
drone testing and its economic 
impact on the airport.

Wyden remarked he was 
shocked when driving in, noting 
the newly-built Radisson Hotel. 
It’s certainly a far cry from what 
the airport used to be, a senti-
ment Steve Chrisman, Pend-
leton economic development 
director and interim airport 
manager, agreed with.

“The airport was dying, there 
was no hope in generating oper-

ations,” Chrisman said.
Chrisman estimates Pend-

leton’s UAS range is one of the 
best in the nation, and the bur-
geoning work at the range is 
driving the construction of the 
Raddison and more.

The drone tech is something 
that interests Wyden.

“I am a privacy hawk,” he 
said, “I think we’ve seen the 
needs for some of that recently, 
but part of privacy policy is not 
freezing technology out, but 
about how we use technology.”

The technology not only has 
increased airport revenue, it 
also increased interest. Sitting 
next to the senator and local 
officials were four interns — re-
cent Pendleton High graduates 
interested in the program.

With all that interest comes 
some complication.

“It’s all about the red tape,” 
UAS pilot and instructor Mi-
chael Avery said. ”If it wasn’t 
for the (certificates of waiver 
or authorization) with the 
UAS, we wouldn’t be able to 
get off the ground.” 

Senator drops into Hermiston, Pendleton
Wyden visits 
Umatilla County, 
discusses Latino 
issues, veteran 
affairs, drone testing
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U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, center, addresses the Hermiston Hispanic Advisory Committee before a discussion 

Thursday, July 7, 2020, at the Hermiston Public Library in Hermiston.
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U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden speaks Thursday, July 7, 2022, at the Oregon Na-

tional Guard Aviation Facility in Pendleton.
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
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1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

People with HIV
are our neighbors.

More than half of Oregonians with HIV
 live outside Portland, often in suburbs or 

small towns like this one.

But with today’s advances, HIV isn’t what it used to be. 

People with HIV are living longer, healthier lives, with the 

help of medication. By talking about HIV, we can support 

our community. Testing and early treatment protect you 

and your partner. Help is available if you’re HIV+. 

Learn more and find free testing at endhivoregon.org


