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BY ERICK PETERSON
Hermiston Herald
Sen. Jeff Merkley on Friday, June 17,

advocated for using the federal govern-

ment to find solutions to local prob-
lems in the wake of the pandemic.

“It’s been a tough two years,” he told
the crowd after he stepped onstage
during the second day of the 2022
Eastern Oregon Economic Summit in
Hermiston.

Sen. Ron Wyden and US. Rep.
Cliff Bentz also participated, but they
streamed in via video.

Merkely spoke of the difficulty of
the pandemic years, the pains of lock-
downs and the struggles of school
children who suffered isolation. He
also mentioned the recent flooding in
Echo, which he was planning to visit
later in the day, as well as supply chain
problems, inflation and global warm-
ing.

Still, he maintained, there were
solutions to our problems. Rising gas
prices, for example could be addressed
by reducing “our addiction to oil” By
opening more ports, we can fix supply
chain woes. And earmarking govern-
ment funds for various government
projects also can help.

Merkley said we are planning for a
brighter future.

The Eastern Oregon Women's Coa-
lition organized the event June 16 and
17 in Hermiston. The general session
was June 17 at Hermiston High School
and open to the public.

Following his speech, Merkley re-
tired to a classroom at the school,

EASTERN OREGON ECONOMIC SUMMIT

Merkley sees federal role in solving local issues

Yasser Marte/Hermiston Herald

Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley talks to city officials at the East Oregon Economic Summit on Friday morning June 17, 2022.

where he met with individuals and
talked more.

“Economic development is on ev-
erybody’s minds, as well as the imme-
diate economic issues of gas prices,
food prices and drug prices,” he said.

He called it “shocking” that hous-
ing and gas prices have risen quickly.
Drugs, too, are expensive, he said,
which worries people. He said he is

fighting in Congress for solutions, in-
cluding for a windfall profits tax.
“Thope we'll be in a better place in a
year; he said.
Merkley also said he was aware
of issues in Umatilla and Morrow
counties. He said he helped secure a
$500,000 community-initiated project
grant for Echo for water infrastructure
and was visiting the town later June 17

to see flooding damage.

“What I'm anticipating is that they’re
going to need a lot of repair work that
will involve the Corps of Engineers,”
he said. “T'll be looking to their guid-
ance, but if they are seeking to apply,
Sen. Wyden and I, and I'm sure Cliff
Bentz, will advocate to get help from
the Corps of Engineers and hopefully
funding to improve their protection
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“Economic development is
on everybody’s minds, as
well as the immediate
economic issues of gas
prices, food prices and drug

— U.S. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore.

from the next big rain impact”

Merkley also discussed groundwater
pollution in Morrow County.

“It’s a very big deal,” he said. “Nitrate
pollution has a lot of health implica-
tions”

Merkley said he was planning to
meet with Morrow County Commis-
sioner Jim Doherty, who has been get-
ting surveys of wells in his county and
has been discovering dangerous levels
of nitrates in well water.

Merkley called this a problem that
has been known for decades. It is only
now, he said, that local officials are tak-
ing it seriously.

“T'm looking forward to seeing how I
can help them out;” he said.

And he left a message for the people
of Eastern Oregon.

“Our future depends on our invest-
ment in infrastructure and our invest-
ment in education,” he said. “In the
meantime, though, we have a lot of
problems from the droughts, from the
fires, from the conditions in our for-
ests, and I'm going to be working with
local communities on tackling those
problems from every direction I can”

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING

Win up to

| $10,000 CASH:

?faf roll the dice and

multlply your win up to 4X!

Sunday, June 26, 9pm

Zodttér COMEDY SHOW

Tonia Jo Hall aka “Aunty Beachress”
with Marc Yaffee

Thursday, June 30, 7pm ° Rivers Event Center
Free and open to the public.

Doors open at 6pm. Must be 21 years old. General Seating.
Visit wildhorseresort.com for details.

WILDHORSE 26TH ANNUAL | JULY 1-3, 2022

Enjoy dancing, drumming,
food, vendors and MORE!

Over $90,000

in

CASH & PRIZES for contestants.

Host Drum:

SOUTHERN STYLE, Montezuma Creek, UT

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

For more information visit wildhorseresort.com

CASINO - HOTEL « GOLF « CINEPLEX - RV
MUSEUM . DINING - TRAVEL PLAZA . FUNPLEX

800.654.9453 « PENDLETON, OR « I-84, EXIT 216 « wildhorseresort.com « Owned and operated by CTUIR

Management reserves all rights to alter, suspend or withdraw promotions/offers at any time.

Prepare for power
outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(877) 557-1912

“To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full st of terms and conditions.

GENERAC

\
I
FREE /,
7-Year Extended
Warranty*
!

Careers that make a difference
Work with people with disabilities!

CAT11698-1

ATgTinternet

www.ImpactOregon.careers
impact

FEEL THE SPEED,
EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
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RESORT&CASINO

> Getstrong, fast Wi-Fi to work and
°  play throughout your home.*

[] No annual contract.

Power multiple devices at once—

y  Over 99% reliability.

ctyour local DIRECTV dealer

n DIRECTV
888-486-0359 o R




