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Sharing a home Wlth 77 billion roommates

hen the word “environ-

ment” comes up in mixed

company (and in this
case, | mean Republicans and Dem-
ocrats), it generally doesn’t take long
for the conversation to devolve into
an argument about whether man-
made climate change
exists.

That is unfortunate.
You can completely set
climate change science
aside and still have doz-

ens of reasons why we Jade
all benefit from bein McDowell
g NEWS EDITOR

better stewards of the
Earth’s resources.

Polluted air, water and food con-
tribute to health problems. Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, health effects
of air pollution costs the United
States roughly $6.5 billion each year
through problems, such as increased
emergency room visits for asthma.
Scientists are also concerned about
how pollutants, such as microplas-
tics, pesticides and pharmaceuticals,
make their way into our food and
water are affecting our bodies.

In an in-depth investigation into
radioactive fracking waste of the kind
that companies were recently fined
for dumping illegally near Arlington,
Rolling Stone stated, “Expert testi-
mony in lawsuits by dozens of Lou-
isiana oil-and-gas industry work-
ers going back decades and settled in
2016 show that pipe cleaners, weld-
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A plastic jug and a light bulb, neither of which should be recycled with glass, sit in a pile of
clear glass at Sanitary Disposal Inc. in Hermiston in 2017.

ers, roughnecks, roustabouts, derrick-
men, and truck drivers hauling dirty
pipes and sludge all were exposed to
radioactivity without their knowledge
and suffered a litany of lethal can-
cers. An analysis program developed
by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention determined with up to
99 percent certainty that the cancers
came from exposure to radioactivity
on the job ... in every case the work-
ers won or the industry settled.”
Scientists say deforestation and
other types of habitat destruction also
fuel disease by creating more contact
between humans and certain types of
animals, creating increased opportu-
nities for new pandemics and foster-

ing ideal conditions for certain dis-
ease-carrying pests.

In a recent episode of “Last Week
Tonight,” John Oliver used the exam-
ple of Lyme disease, first discovered
in Connecticut in the 1980s. Accord-
ing to disease oncologist Richard
Ostfeld, interviewed for the show, the
probability of a tick picking up Lyme
disease when it feeds on a white-
footed mouse is about 90%. As for-
estland was turned to suburbs, most
mammal species began disappear-
ing from those areas, other than the
white-footed mouse — making it the
meal of choice for ticks and boosting
the number of ticks carrying Lyme
disease.

“As we reduce diversity, we’re
losing the species that protect us and
favoring the ones that make us sick,”
Ostfeld said.

We must also face the reality
that the Earth has finite resources
and limited areas in which to dump
waste. According to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, the United
States threw out 35.7 million tons of
plastic alone in 2018, only 3 million
tons of which was recycled.

If none of that is a motivator, on a
personal level, being environmentally
conscious is also a money saver. The
savings from simple conservation
efforts — such as watering your lawn
for limited periods after dark two to
three times a week instead of running
the sprinklers for hours each day —
can add up, along with replacing all
light bulbs with LED bulbs, buying
energy-efficient appliances, adding
insulation, sealing up cracks, replac-
ing old windows and repurposing
items instead of throwing them out.

When it comes to the environment,
there are a lot of important discus-
sions to be had about the validity of
certain strategies to protect it. There
are certainly bad ideas out there, and
ideas that need to be heavily refined.
But at the end of the day, personal
efforts at conservation and a societal
goal of a cleaner, healthier Earth for
all should be a bipartisan issue.

We’re all roommates sharing one
big home. We should act like it.
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When the going gets tough,
Wolfe steps up

Serving on the Umatilla Electric
Co-Op Board of Directors is not a
glamorous job. But it’s an import-
ant one.

Bryan Wolfe and the other direc-
tors have helped find the opportuni-
ties hidden within a challenging year.
Our region has felt the effects of the
COVID-19 and the UEC board has
responded by making sure members
have utilities and financial assistance,
creating a business-friendly environ-
ment, and keeping electric rates low.

True leadership is tested during an
emergency, and Bryan has shown his
character and ability as he has helped
guide UEC through 2020. As we
recover from this difficult year, we
need leaders like Bryan to continue
to put the needs of the community
first and find creative ways to serve
members.

Please join me in voting for Bryan
Wolfe for Umatilla Electric Coopera-
tive District 3 director.

Steve Wallace
Hermiston

Wolfe investing in the future for
Umatilla Electric Co-op

Bryan Wolfe has his priori-
ties straight when it comes to Uma-
tilla Electric’s role in our community.
He also has the long-term vision and
track record of strong leadership to
earn reelection to the UEC Board of
Directors.

In Bryan’s eight terms on the board,
he has championed local development
and local members. He has played an
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integral role in maintaining low rates
to create a business-friendly environ-
ment, leading to billions of dollars in
economic development. He has also
ensured members receive the maxi-
mum returns in annual checks through
wise financial investments.

Umatilla Electric is truly a mem-
ber-owned cooperative, and Bryan
puts those members first. As our
region continues to grow, these invest-
ments will ensure we’re all seeing the
benefits of new development.

Bryan Wolfe has earned another
term on the UEC Board of Directors.
Please join me in voting for him.

Bill Kik
Hermiston

Wolfe the clear choice for
UEC District 3

Umatilla Electric members have the
opportunity to vote for a true leader
and champion for local development
in Bryan Wolfe.

All members who have received a
ballot have until Friday, April 10, to
return it in order to make their voice

heard in the upcoming election. Bryan
has more than earned my support for
another term on the board.

First, he has helped fulfill the mis-
sion of a cooperative — putting mem-
bers first through fiscally responsi-
ble budget decisions that have resulted
in larger annual membership checks.
Bryan and the board have also ensured
members have access to utilities and
financial assistance through the diffi-
cult times of 2020.

Second, he has created a busi-
ness-friendly environment by main-
taining low electric rates, which allows
both large- and small-scale develop-
ments to do business here. This invest-
ment will pay dividends well into the
future.

And third, he has helped create a
strong support system for the employ-
ees and line workers, who serve our
members.

The combination of these three pri-
orities have made Umatilla Electric a
stronger organization, and Wolfe has
my vote to keep up the good work.

Brian Medelez
Hermiston
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