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Threemile Canyon 
Farms covers approxi-
mately 145 square miles 
west of Boardman, and 
grows 39,500 acres of 
irrigated crops includ-
ing potatoes, onions, corn 
and sweet peas.

The farm also runs 
four dairies, with 33,000 
milking cows and nearly 
70,000 total cattle. The 
milk is sold to the Tilla-
mook County Creamery 
Association, which oper-
ates a large cheese-mak-
ing plant 20 miles away 
at the Port of Morrow.

Earlier this year, 
Threemile Canyon Farms 
was recognized for Out-
standing Dairy Farm Sus-
tainability at the 2020 
U.S. Dairy Sustainabil-
ity Awards for its closed-
loop system, pioneered 
by Myers, to minimize 
and recycle dairy waste.

The system begins 
with the cows them-
selves. Manure is stored 
and later reused as a 
source of nitrogen-rich 
fertilizer to grow crops 
on the surrounding farm-
land — including pas-
ture, alfalfa and animal 
feed that goes right back 
to the cows.

In 2012, Threemile 
Canyon Farms built 
an anaerobic digester 
to process additional 
dairy manure, capturing 
enough methane gas to 
generate up to 4.8 mega-
watts of electricity. Solid 
waste left over from the 
digestion process is ster-
ilized and recycled as ani-
mal bedding for the cows 
in the free-stall barns.

The digester under-
went a $30 million 
expansion in 2019, add-
ing capacity and install-
ing new equipment to 
convert methane into 
renewable natural gas, or 
RNG, a cleaner-burning 
fuel that reduces harmful 
emissions from vehicles 
by 80% or more com-

pared to diesel.
“Marty will be incred-

ibly diffi cult to replace, 
but Threemile Canyon 
Farms is fortunate to have 
a highly skilled, long-
time leadership team who 
are dedicated to ensuring 
the continuity of busi-
ness at the farm,” Curoe 
said. “This team will 
continue to lead daily 
farm operations until a 
formal interim plan is 
announced.”

An Oregon native, 
Myers was born and 
raised in McMinnville. 
He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business from 
Oregon State Univer-
sity, before beginning his 
career as a certifi ed public 
accountant in Portland.

Along with his posi-
tion at Threemile Canyon 
Farms, Myers had served 
on the Oregon Board of 
Agriculture since 2015. 
His second term was to 
expire in 2023. Members 
are appointed by the gov-
ernor and advise the state 
Department of Agricul-
ture on policy issues.

Myers was also serv-
ing a term as board chair-
man of Potatoes USA, the 
marketing organization 
for 2,500 commercial 
U.S. potato growers. He 
had previously served on 
the Oregon Potato Com-
mission, Oregon Dairy 
and Nutrition Council, 
Oregon Business Asso-
ciation, The Freshwater 
Trust and Potato Growers 
of Washington.

“There just aren’t 
enough kind words to 
use when describing 
Marty,” Curoe said. “He 
was thoughtful, quick to 
laugh, and someone who 
always focused on what 
was possible. But most 
of all, I will remember 
him as a friend and a true 
partner. He will be dearly 
missed but his vision will 
most certainly live on.”

In lieu of fl owers, 
Myers’ family is encour-
aging donations to one 
of two charities in his 
honor: Blanchet House or 
the Oregon Food Bank.

Myers: 
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residents may recognize 
his name from his posi-
tion on the Hermiston 
School Board, or from the 
times he has run for Herm-
iston City Council and the 
Umatilla County Board of 
Commissioners. 

He said his political aspi-
rations are no longer as 
strong as they used to be, 
however, and he plans to not 
run for another term on the 
school board once his term 
expires in 2021.

“It’s been a good expe-
rience but I think my heart 
is more here, with this type 
of work,” he said.

He also volunteers 
with other organizations 
in town, including the 
Knights of Columbus and 
Rotary Club.

Gomolski isn’t the only 
new face for Eastern Ore-
gon Mission. In October 
the board hired Julia Galan 
as an on-site house man-
ager at Martha’s House, 
the drug-free transitional 
housing program that 
offers shelter to families in 
need at 305 S.E. Fourth St. 
in Hermiston.

According to a news 
release, the program has 
assisted 18 families so far 
in 2020 with housing, edu-
cation, workforce training, 
mentorship, and “encour-
agement to assist their 
transition to a sustainable 
lifestyle.”

Galan’s full-time job is 
as a recruiter at the global 
organizational consulting 
fi rm Korn Ferry, accord-
ing to the release. She 
grew up in Hermiston and 
has a degree in business 
administration from Lin-
fi eld University.

“The more I got to 
know the residents at Mar-
tha’s House, the more 
I saw how much of an 
impact this program can 
have,” she said. “For a lot 
of people, a supportive 
place to stay is the crucial 
fi rst step to getting their 
lives on track.”

Like most nonprofi ts, 
Agape House and Mar-
tha’s House have faced 
challenging times in 2020 
as the pandemic increases 
need while making it more 
diffi cult to fundraise.

“We’re seeing a grow-
ing need for the services 
Agape House and Mar-
tha’s House provide as the 
effects of COVID-19 spread 
in our communities. That’s 
why it’s so exciting to see 
a leadership team come 
together to make sure those 
services continue to grow,” 
Aloras Winters, president 
of the Eastern Oregon Mis-
sion Board, said in a state-
ment. “We’re so grateful to 
our volunteers and the com-
munity that have always 
been there to support our 
mission, and we know we 
can count on that to con-
tinue in 2021.”

One challenge Agape 
House is facing is the loss 
of the large box truck it uses 
to haul donations. Gomol-
ski said it would take an 
estimated $10,000 to fi x the 
cracked engine block and 
make other repairs needed 
to get the truck, which has 
more than 200,000 miles on 
it, running again.

Now, volunteers must 
use smaller pickup trucks 
instead, which Gomolski 
said can mean making sev-
eral trips back and forth 
with pallets of donations 
from donors, such as the 
Walmart Distribution Cen-
ter or local farms.

“We’re really hard 
pressed to try and make all 
of our runs,” he said.

The previous box truck 
was donated by the East 
Oregonian. Gomolski said 
some people have already 

stepped up with donations 
toward a new box truck, 
which with a lift mecha-
nism to help older volun-
teers be able to load and 
unload donations will run at 
about $50,000. He said Two 
Rivers Correctional Institu-
tion had recently donated 
about $1,500 worth of cans 
and bottles to be returned, 
and donating bags of cans 
is one way people can help.

Cans and bottles or other 
donations can be dropped 
off at Agape House at 500 
W. Harper Ave. in Herm-
iston from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday. 
Other opportunities to 
donate to Eastern Oregon 
Mission can be found at 
agapehousehermiston.org 
or by signing up for Ama-
zon Smile and designating 
Eastern Oregon Mission as 
the recipient.
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“THE MORE I GOT TO KNOW THE 

RESIDENTS AT MARTHA’S HOUSE, THE 

MORE I SAW HOW MUCH OF AN IMPACT 

THIS PROGRAM CAN HAVE. FOR A LOT 

OF PEOPLE, A SUPPORTIVE PLACE TO 

STAY IS THE CRUCIAL FIRST STEP TO 

GETTING THEIR LIVES ON TRACK.”

Julia Galan, on-site house manager at Martha’s House

Hermiston Herald, File

Martha’s House, the family homeless shelter in Hermiston, is shown here during the week it 

opened in 2013. Julia Galan was selected in October to take over operations at the house.
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MED  CAL DIRECTORY

Put your business in today for only

$50 A MONTH!
PUBLISHES IN THE EO, HH & EO MARKETPLACE WEEKLY!

Contact Your Sales Rep Today!
Hermiston & surrounding areas

Kelly : 541-564-4531
Pendleton & surrounding areas

Angela : 541-966-0827

CRISIS PHONE: 

866-343-4473
331 SE 2nd St., Pendleton

541-276-6207
595 NW 11th St., Hermiston

541-567-2536

� Adult, child & family therapy
� Psychiatric evaluation & treatment

� Mental health & crisis services
� Confidential and professional care

“LET US BE THE ONE TO HELP”

WWW.LIFEWAYS.ORG

MENTAL HEALTH

ASSISTED LIVING

CALL TODAY!
541-289-5433

1060 W. Elm, 
Suite #115
Hermiston

(across from 
Good Shepherd Medical Center)

hermistonkidsdentist.com
Hours:

Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

995 Orchard Ave., Hermiston

COMPREHENSIVE CARE
A better way to oral health

Ryan M. Wieseler, D.D.S., PC

DENTIST

We accept Medicare & some 

Advantage Medicare plans

541-567-1137

Family Care � Minor Injuries
Sports Physicals
Minor Surgeries

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

HERMISTON FAMILY MEDICINE 

& URGENT CARE

236 E. Newport., Hermiston 
(across from U.S. Bank)

Mon.-Thurs. 8am-5pm � Friday 8am-3pm

FAMILY MEDICINE/URGENT CARE


