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Restaurants and bars get new look during shutdown

By JADE MCDOWELL
NEWS EDITOR

When patrons return
to their favorite bars and
restaurants, some of them
may look a little differ-
ent since the last time they
visited.

Some businesses that
had extra time on their
hands while they were
shut down during Umatilla
County’s return to baseline
used the time to remodel,
clean and perform mainte-
nance on their building.

The Cozy Corner Tav-
ern on Main Street in

Hermiston redecorated
with new tables, paint and
an upgraded bar.

“It was just a little
facelift,” Anna Shuttle-
worth said.

She said all of the work
had been needing done for
a while, and the shutdown
was a good excuse to do it.

The tavern had not yet
reopened its full kitchen
between the first baseline
shutdown in March and the
second in July, but Shut-
tleworth said they have
reopened the kitchen now
and are back to offering
their regular menu. They
also have new hours.

At Ye Olde Pizza
Shoppe in Hermiston, the
restaurant is in the process
of getting a floor-to-ceiling
upgrade and will soon get
a new exterior paint job as
well.

During Hermiston’s
major growth spurt of
the 1940s, homes were

often made of old wooden
ammunition boxes from
the Umatilla Army Depot.
Ye Olde Pizza Shoppe
co-owner Kim Gillette said
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A message on a newly installed chalkboard at the Cozy Corner Tavern on Main Street in
Hermiston welcomes patrons back to the redecorated bar on Sept. 1, 2020.

she has acquired the boxes
from a home being torn
down and is using them
throughout the remodel,
including over the bar.
Even the rope handles are
being repurposed into light
fixtures. The restaurant
will also hang historical
photographs of Hermiston
buildings.

“We were trying to do
something fun and local. ...
I wanted to do something
with the history of Herm-
iston,” she said.

The first floor currently
has about six tables open
for dine-in, Gillette said,
but most customers are still
using takeout. She said the
restaurant has been fortu-
nate through the pandemic
that they have not been hit
as hard financially as some

other eateries.

“We miss our cus-
tomers, but people were
already used to carry-out
and delivery,” she said.

The Hermiston Tavern
didn’t do a major renova-
tion during their shutdown,
but did do small upgrades,
such as new signs and an
upgraded jukebox. They
also added plexiglass bar-
riers between video lottery
machines to help keep cus-
tomers safe.

Manager Bill Foster
said most of what they did
was cleaning and reorga-
nizing so that more tables
and chairs would fit in
the space. They also went
through and cleaned and
organized the back areas
that customers don’t typi-
cally see, but had accumu-

lated four decades worth of
miscellaneous items.

“We got rid of a lot of
behind-the-scenes clutter,”
he said. “It will be nice for
us to be able to use that
space.”

Although  bars and
restaurants were allowed
to offer food on a takeout
and delivery basis during
baseline status, Foster said
the Hermiston Tavern only
offers a few snack items,
so they closed down com-
pletely when the county
returned to baseline.

“Financially, it would
have made zero sense for
us,” he said of trying to do
takeout.

Desert Lanes Fam-
ily Fun Center still can’t
open its bowling back
up until Umatilla County

moves back to Phase 2,
but the center offered take-
out meals in baseline and
now offers dine-in options
as well. In the spring and
early summer, staff took
the time during the closure
to upgrade lighting, tables
and other features in the
bowling area, and remod-
eled the center’s lounge,
which is now a more fam-
ily-friendly area open to
minors accompanied by an
adult.

In Umatilla, Java Junk-
ies completed a remodel in
June.

The original shutdown
in March also inspired
Daren and Paulette Dufloth
of Umatilla to trans-
form the Riverside Sports
Bar and Lounge into The
Bridge. The change —
which moved the business
from a sports bar and strip
club to a family-friendly
bistro — included a floor-
to-ceiling remodel of the
inside of the building.

Daren Dufloth said
the remodel is complete
indoors,  although the
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The redecorated Cozy Corner Tavern on Main Street in
Hermiston sits empty shortly before opening on Tuesday,
Sept. 1,2020.

restaurant is still wait-
ing on city approval for
the plans to install a shade
structure over the new out-
door seating area.

“Other than that, we’re
pretty much online,” he
said.

Dufloth said so far the
support has been “fantas-
tic” for their new look and
new menu, particularly
their pizzas. Since Uma-
tilla County moved back
into Phase 1 they are offer-
ing dine-in and takeout.

Umatilla County being
sent back to baseline a few
days after the business’s
grand reopening was a set-
back, however, Dufloth
said. They shut down com-
pletely for 10 days, and
then reopened for take-
out only for another week
and a half before they
were able to move back to
dine-in services.

“We had some really
good momentum, and then
(the governor) shut us
down, and we’re trying to
get that momentum back,”
he said.
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Marion Hatley and his wife Charlene Hatley watch a car parade
out the window of their home for Marion’s 87th birthday on

Aug. 28, 2020.

A socially distanced
birthday greeting

By JADE MCDOWELL
NEWS EDITOR

As COVID-19 contin-
ues to put a damper on cel-
ebrations, particularly for
people in high-risk groups,
car parades are becoming
a popular way to celebrate
milestones.

On Friday, Aug. 28,
longtime Hermiston resi-
dent Marion “Sarge” Hat-
ley turned 87. According
to information sent to the
Hermiston Herald by his
family, friends and family
decided to show their sup-
port for Marion and his wife
Charlene by putting together
a parade past their Hermis-
ton home.

Family, friends, grand-
children and great-grand-
children circled the block
with signs on their vehicles.

According to the mes-
sage from the Hatleys’ fam-
ily members, the couple
have only left their home for
medical appointments since
the first of March, and have
only been able to meet their
newest great-granddaughter,
who is now 4 months old,
and see other grandchildren
through the window.

“It’s hard on a daily basis
for so many missing fam-
ily now, and we couldn’t let
the day go by without let-
ting him know how special
he is to all, and celebrate
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Family of Marion Hatley wish
him a happy 87th birthday
through the window of his
home on Aug. 28, 2020.

his special day. It was small
but with big sentiment, ‘We
love you Papa!”” wrote fam-
ily friend Jacque Prior, who

planned the event.
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Blue Lives Matter parade shows support for police
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Motorcycles and cars drive through Umatilla County for a “Blue Lives Matter” parade on Saturday, Aug. 29, 2020. The long
line of motorcycles, classic cars and pickup trucks paraded through Umatilla, Stanfield and Hermiston in a show of support
for law enforcement. The parade went past police stations in each of the towns and the Oregon State Police offices. According
to fliers advertising the event, it was open to “all those who support law enforcement” as a way to show support for police.
Organizers estimated after the event that there were about 40 motorcycles and 50 vehicles participating.
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Council OKs $9.6 million
in bonds for new city hall
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