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COVID-19 restrictions create lines at BottleDrop

By NADA SEWIDAN
STAFF WRITER

Long lines often snake
around the outside of Bot-
tleDrop Redemption Center
in Hermiston these days, but
employees of the company
say it likely has more to do
with restrictions on submit-
ting bottles than the economy.

Under COVID-19-related
restrictions, prior to Phase
1 reopenings, the Oregon
Liquor Control Commission
suspended its requirement
for retailers to accept bever-
age containers. People look-
ing to turn in bottles and cans
turned to BottleDrop instead,
resulting in long lines.

“Total return volume has
been down, but our redemp-
tion centers have been very
busy,” said Liz Philpott, who
does public relations for Bot-
tleDrop Redemption Cen-
ter. “We appreciate the pub-
lic’s patience and support
as we continue to adapt our
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The line at the Hermiston BottleDrop wraps around the front of the store and down the depth
of the building on Friday, June 12, 2020.

processes with regards to
COVID-19.”

Between Jan. 1 to March
31, BottleDrop processed
approximately 249.6 million
containers, according to com-

pany data, and Oregon’s aver-
age recycling rate is above
80%, according to Oregon
Beverage Recycling Coop-
erative. It is unclear whether
long lines mean more recy-

cled bottles and cans because
data for April and May have
not been released. However,
Philpott said it is likely more
people are consuming bever-
ages at home due to the pan-

demic, which can be a con-
tributing factor to long lines.

“Many retailers stopped
accepting container returns
during the governor’s stay at
home order, which increased
traffic to our BottleDrop
locations — which remained
open. BottleDrop is an essen-
tial service and lifeline for
many Oregon residents,”
Philpott said.

What is clear, according
to Philpott, is more people
are using the Green Bag pro-
gram than before. Users can
purchase BottleDrop’s green
bags, fill them with recycla-
bles and drop it off at one of
their locations for cash and
discounts from participating
retailers.

Philpott said their loca-
tions have remained open
and operational despite chal-
lenges posed by COVID-19
restrictions.

BottleDrop implemented
several COVID-19-related
changes to stay open, includ-

ing the use of personal pro-
tective equipment, increased
sanitation and cleaning proto-
cols, and reallocation of staff.
Social distancing protocols
also contribute to extended
lines at BottleDrop locations.

Total bottle and can sub-
missions at the centers are
down due to restrictions,
Philpott said, but that’s
expected to change now that
several counties in Oregon
are under Phase 2.

“We expect more contain-
ers to be returned as coun-
ties begin entering additional
phases in the governor’s plan
for reopening,” she said.

According to OLCC,
retailers have up to two
weeks to once again accept
beverage container returns
once they enter Phase 1.
However, certain restrictions
remain in place, including
limited hours of availability
for redemption and no sub-
missions during graveyard
shifts.

SpudLove Snacks launches potato chip line with local potatoes
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SpudLove Snacks’ new
potato chip line will be made
from organic potatoes grown
at Threemile Canyon Farms
in Boardman.

The line of chips are
100% “USDA-certified
organic, Non-GMO Proj-
ect Verified and certified
Gluten-Free,” according to
a news release, and come
in five varieties: Sea Salt,
Barbecue, Sea Salt + Vine-
gar, Jalapeno and Cracked
Pepper.

The snack company
announced the launch of the
chips with a commitment
to donate potatoes to Farm-
ers Ending Hunger every
month. Farmers Ending
Hunger is an Oregon non-
profit that started in Herm-
iston and collects fresh pro-
duce and other farm products
for the Oregon Food Bank,

CRACKED PEPPER

THICK-CUT POTATO CHIPS
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SEA SALT & VINEGAR

THICK-CUT POTATO CHIPS
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JALAPENO

THICK-CUT POTATO CHIPS

NET WT. 5 OZ (142g)
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SpudLove Snacks’ newest potato chips are made with potatoes grown in Boardman.

which send the food on to
local food pantries around
the state.

“We’re honored to be the
beneficiaries of this gener-
ous partnership that helps
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2020 Highlander Gas

$389 136 152,999

DUE AT SIGNING, PLUS
TAXES AND FEEST

2020 RAV4 Gas

1,000

BuyAToyota.com

Prototypes shown with options. Extra-cost color shown. Lease a new 2020 Highlander XLE for $389 a month for 36 months with $2,999 due at
signing on approved credit through Toyota Financial Services. TFS lease due at signing of $3,499 includes $1,960 Cap. Cost Reduction, $650 acq.
fee which totals $2,610 down, and 1st month’s payment. Base MSRP excl. freight is $41,200. Cap Cost $369,717. Lease-end purchase option
$26,862. $350 disposition fee due at lease end. Total lease cost is $16,614. 7$350 disposition fee due at lease end unless customer purchases
vehicle or decides to re-finance through Toyota Financial Services. Customer responsible for maintenance, excess wear and tear and $0.15 per mile
over 12,000 miles per year. Lease does not include taxes, license, title fees, insurance, regionally required equipment and other dealers’ charges are
extra and not included in the amounts shown. Closed-end lease. Payment may vary depending upon final transaction price. Subject to availability.
Offer available in AK, ID, MT, OR, WA; void where prohibited. Customer cash from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. must be applied to the transaction.
No cash payment will be made to consumer. Monthly payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. Terms available on approved credit for only well
qualified customers/lessees through participating Toyota dealers and Toyota Financial Services (TFS). Dealer contribution may vary and could affect
price. Individual dealer prices, other terms and offers may vary. Must take retail delivery from dealer’s stock and terms subject to vehicle availability.
Cannot be combined with TFS APR Cash, TFS Lease Cash, Customer Cash, APR, Lease, Lease Subvention Cash. Excludes 2020-8351, 2020-8371. Call
1-800-79-Toyota for details. Does not include taxes, license, title/registration fees, dealer fees and Oregon tax (.05%). Down payment may be
required. Does not include College Grad or Military Rebate. Varies by region. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or
25,000 miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Offers end 7/6/2020.
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with $16.67 per $1,000 borrowed

CUSTOMER
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bring locally grown potatoes
to families facing food inse-
curity throughout Oregon,”

John Burt, executive direc-
tor of Farmers Ending Hun-
ger, said in a statement.
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WHEN EVERY
DOLLAR COUNTS,
WE’RE HERE TO
HELP YOU SAVE.

Energy Trust of Oregon offers cash incentives to help make energy-saving

equipment upgrades more affordable for your business.

Sheila Stanziale, CEO
of SpudLove Snacks, said
the monthly donation will
be the company’s way of
supporting a nonprofit that
“looks out for the needs of
the most vulnerable in our
community.”

“We believe the best way
to fight hunger is to provide
nutritious food to those in
need,” she said in a state-
ment. “And just as we work
to take care of our commu-
nity, we work equally hard
to take care of the land at
Threemile Canyon Farms
through thoughtful, sus-
tainable farming practices
that ensures we can con-
tinue to grow the best qual-
ity potatoes.”

According to the Ore-
gon Food Bank, an aver-
age of 84,000 children a
month in Oregon eat meals
from emergency food boxes
received from a food bank.
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For a limited-time, Energy Trust is offering bonus incentives to

Oregon business customers. Visit energytrust.org/commercial/bonuses

for more details.
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READY TO SAVE? WE HAVE SOLUTIONS.

Visit www.energytrust.org/ExistingBuildings

or call 1.866.605.1676.

Serving customers of Portland General Electric, Pacific Power,
NW Natural, Cascade Natural Gas and Avista.

EnergyTrust

of Oregon



