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Due to the ongoing coronavi-
rus pandemic, the Oregon East 
Symphony has announced it will 
be canceling the remainder of its 
2019-20 season, after the online 
presentation of its Spring Chamber 
Music Concert on Saturday, April 
18.

The cancellation affects the 
previously postponed “Winter 
Moons” concert, scheduled for 
March 14 in Pendleton and March 
15 in Hermiston, and the season 
fi nale, “Blow it Up, Start Again,” 
scheduled for a Pendleton perfor-
mance on June 13. Symphony staff 
and board of directors volunteers 
have been reaching out to season 
ticket holders and individual con-
cert ticket holders to inform them 
of the development.

To close out the season this 
year, OES’s annual Spring Cham-
ber Music Festival will be held 
online, streamed Saturday, April 
18 at 6:30 p.m. from the front 
page of their website, www.Ore-
gonEastSymphony.org. The online 
concert will be free to view for any-
one with an internet connection.

Musicians at this year’s concert 
will produce HD video recordings 
of themselves performing chamber 
works from their homes or private 

studios. These prerecorded perfor-
mances will be edited together into 
the video that will be streamed on 
OES’s website.

Performances this year include 
OES violist Aurora Torres on “Two 
Rhapsodies for Oboe, Viola, and 
Piano” by Charles Martin Tornov 
Loeffl er, with Ryan Klein (oboe) 
and Chad Spears (piano); OES 

conductor and artistic director Dr. 
Beau Benson presenting a selec-
tion of classical guitar repertoire 
from 16th and 19th century Spain; 
OES assistant concertmaster Viet 
Block and OES principal cellist 
Zach Banks performing “Duo for 
Violin and Cello, Op. 7” by Zoltán 
Kodály; mezzo-soprano Alexis 
McCarthy performing Saint-

Saëns’s aria “Mon cœur s’ouvre 
à ta voix” with piano accompa-
niment by Rachel Pariseau; and 
Pendleton-born Hollywood com-
poser Chris Thomas providing a 
fi lm scoring performance.

Even regular OES concert 
emcees Bill Mayclin and Murray 
Dunlap will prerecord their pre-
concert announcements in their 
trademark tuxedos.

A feature of the Chamber Music 
Festival that can’t be replicated in 
a virtual environment is the spread 
of hearty hors d’oeurves and wine 
and beer provided by OES’s vol-
unteer board of directors. This year 
the board of directors will be com-
piling a recipe book of hors d’oeu-
vres that will be electronically sub-
mitted to those on the symphony 
mailing list prior to the concert.

 Meanwhile, OES Education 
Director Zach Banks has been 
adapting as much of the sympho-
ny’s educational activities as pos-
sible to an online environment. 
The Oregon East Symphony Youth 
Orchestra, the Symphony’s inter-
mediate level youth orchestra, 
kicked off its fi rst “OESYO Vir-
tual Jam Session” last week. The 
goal of the weekly online classes, 
held at the same time as regular 
OESYO rehearsals, is to sustain 
student engagement through play-

ing assignments and an in-depth 
look at music theory and history 
surrounding the pieces scheduled 
to be performed at the OESYO’s 
Spring Concert.

Banks has also been emailing 
students in both OESYO and Pre-
ludes, the beginner level prepara-
tory orchestra, links to useful, free 
online content like free stream-
ing concert recordings by the Ber-
lin Philharmonic, online master 
classes, and free sheet music suit-
able for participants’ skill levels. 
For the Preludes Orchestra, con-
ductor Melinda Tovey has been 
producing short “play-along” vid-
eos for each of the students in her 
ensemble. 

Another educational activ-
ity OES provides that is mov-
ing online is OES’s private les-
son fi nancial assistance program. 
OES will cover partial or the full 
cost of private strings instruction 
with an approved instructor for 
students who lack the fi nancial 
means to afford private lessons on 
their own.  

For more information about the 
Oregon East Symphony and its 
concert and education programing, 
email the offi ce at info@orego-
nEastSymphony.org. The offi ce at 
345 S.W. Fourth St. in Pendleton is 
closed until further notice.

Oregon East Symphony cancels remainder of season
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Hermiston-based mezzo-soprano singer Alexis McCarthy will perform as 

part of Oregon East Symphony’s Spring Chamber Music Festival Concert. 

The concert will be live-streamed on Saturday, April 18 on the symphony’s 

website.
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When the thing you 
were looking forward to 
gets canceled, sometimes 
you have to just make do 
with what you’ve got.

For Liz Sharon, that 
meant a “mini marathon” 
in Hermiston on Friday 
after her real marathon, 
the Revel Mt. Charleston 
Marathon in Las Vegas, 
was called off because of 
COVID-19.

Sharon had been in train-
ing since December and 
planned to run the full mar-
athon on Saturday with her 
younger sister, followed 

by some vacation time 
together. Instead, on Fri-
day she ran a half marathon 
(13.1 miles) up and down 
the bicycle lane on High-
land Avenue in Hermiston, 
being careful not to touch 
things along the route or get 
too close to any passerby.

“When the race got can-
celed I was so sad, but I felt 
so silly being sad when so 
many more serious things 
are going on in the world, 
with people losing their 
jobs and all the deaths,” she 
said. “But it’s hard when 
you work so hard for some-
thing, and have a goal.”

Trying to make lemon-
ade out of lemons, her hus-

band Joseph Sharon and 
their children did what they 
could to help create a race 
atmosphere. They took 
turns running segments 
with her, handed out water 
along the way and were 
there to cheer for her at the 
“fi nish line.” 

Her sister called her to 
cheer her on.

After her husband posted 
about the family activity on 
Facebook, several family 
friends also took the time to 
drive by and honk or cheer 
from a safe distance away.

“That meant so much 
to me,” Sharon said. “I 
wanted to give them a hug, 
but of course you can’t.”

Hermiston runner gets creative after 
Las Vegas marathon was canceled
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Liz Sharon runs a half 

marathon along Highland 

Avenue in Hermiston on 

Friday.
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For the sixth year in a 
row, youth-focused organi-
zations in northeast Oregon 
communities can earn up to 
$1,000 through U.S. Cellu-
lar’s Community Connec-
tions program.

Whether it’s a Little 
League baseball team, high 
school debate team, march-
ing band, youth cheer squad 
or a variety of other groups, 
organizers can sign their 
group up at uscellular.com/

communityconnections to 
start earning sponsorship 
support without the need to 
sell candy bars, wash cars or 
sell coupon books.

Once registered, local 
nonprofi t academic and ath-
letic groups representing 
youths up to 12th grade have 
14 days to rally their friends, 
families and supporters to 
complete online activities 
that include taking short sur-
veys, watching videos or fol-
lowing U.S. Cellular on its 
social channels. Each com-

pleted activity earns money 
that goes directly to the 
organization — up to $1,000 
— and the website makes it 
easy to spread the word on 
social media.

“Six years ago, we 
decided that in addition to 
sponsoring college and pro-
fessional sports teams across 
the country, we wanted to 
support youth programs that 
provide kids here in Eastern 
Oregon with fun and mean-
ingful experiences every 
day,” said Erryn Ander-

sen, director of sales in the 
Northwest at U.S. Cellular. 
“We know there are several 
groups in need of fi nancial 
support, and by investing 
in them we can help ensure 
that all kids get a fair shot to 
achieve their goals.”

Since launching the pro-
gram in 2015, U.S. Cellular 
has awarded $1.4 million to 
nearly 3,000 groups nation-
wide. For more informa-
tion and to view the offi cial 
rules, visit uscellular.com/
communityconnections.

U.S. Cellular offers youth sponsorships
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Umatilla Electric Coop-
erative announced Tuesday 
that its board of directors 
approved the distribution of 
$2.5 million to the coopera-
tive’s members in April.

The distribution is part 
of UEC’s Capital Credits 
program, and refunds will 
be based on the amount 
of power customers con-
sumed in 2018. According 

to a news release, a mem-
ber consuming an average 
amount of energy during 
2018 will receive a check 
for about $70.

The refunds apply to 
all classes of customers 
— 9,905 accounts over-
all. Checks should appear 
in mailboxes in mid-April. 
Refunds of less than $10 
will be retained in the cus-
tomer’s account and added 
to future refunds.

Because UEC is a not-
for-profi t, member-owned 
company, the cooperative 
operates at cost and returns 
its net operating revenues 
to members through the 
Capital Credits program. 
According to UEC, they 
have returned more than 
$80 million to members 
since 1960.

In a statement, CEO 
and General Manager Rob-
ert Echenrode said employ-

ees’ hard work and fi scal 
responsibility have a pos-
itive effect on the bottom 
line, making such distribu-
tions possible.

“We are proud to be able 
to make this distribution in 
a time of need to help stim-
ulate a portion of the econ-
omy,” he said.

For questions, call 541-
567-6414 or email cus-
tomer.service@umat i l -
laelectric.com.

Electric cooperative to distribute $2.5 million

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-557-1912

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

Tax Problems: RESOLVED

✔Tax Levies & Liens Release

✔Wage Garnishment Release

✔Stop Penalties and Interest

✔Tax Debt Negotiation &   
 Settlement

✔Resolve Back Taxes

✔Payroll Tax Negotiation

✔Tax Preparation &   
 Bookkeeping Services

Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. We will gather as much 
information from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best chance of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that 
does not work out, and the government notifies us they refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly payments by any amount, we 
will gladly refund you the fees you paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping 
and Tax Preparation Services.

There are 
many ways 
we can tackle 
IRS or State 
tax relief 
together:

Call us now for your FREE tax consultation & evaluation:

844-945-2056 ®

ACCREDITED

BUSINESS
A+
Rating

“� ey stopped my garnishments in less than 2 days a� er hiring them. � is saved me $84,276 with the IRS and 

$13,500 with the state of California. � ey saved my emotional and fi nancial well-being.”   

- Wage Garnishment Client

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 

ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 

for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 

portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 

on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CARDONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

To share your 
worship times call

541-278-2678

Our Lady of Angels 
Catholic Church

565 W. HERMISTON AVE.
DAILY MASS:

Monday-Friday .......................................... English 7:00 am

Thursday ....................................................Spanish 6:00 pm

SATURDAY:.............................................. English 5:00 pm

....................................................................Spanish 7:00 pm

SUNDAY:................................................... English 9:00 am

................................................................Bilingual 11:00 am

....................................................................Spanish 1:00 pm

Office..................................................................... 567-5812

First Christian Church
“Proclaiming the Message of 

Hope, Living the Gospel of Love”

Sunday School...9:15 am

Worship Service...10:30 am

Children’s Church 10:45 am

567-3013
775 W. Highland Ave., Hermiston

WORSHIP       
COMMUNITY

The Full Gospel
Home Church

235 SW 3rd

Phone 567-7678

Rev. Ed Baker - Rev. Nina Baker
Sunday:

Sunday School........10:00 am
Worship...................11:00 am
Evening Service........7:00 pm
Wednesday Service..7:00 pm

“Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you.”

1 Pet. 5:7

LANDMARK BAPTIST 

CHURCH

125 E. Beech Ave. • 567-3232
Pastor David Dever

Sun. Bible Classes...................10:00am
Sun. Worship Service..............11:00am
Sun. Evening Worship..............6:00pm
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study......6:00pm

www.hermistonlmbc.com

Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Saturdays
Sabbath School........9:30 a.m.
Worship Service......11:00 a.m.

English & Spanish Services

567-8241
Hermiston Jr. Academy 

1300 NW Academy Lane, •  Hermiston

1520 W ORCHARD AVE

Sunday Worship Service

10:30 am Classes for Kids @ 9:15 am

SEEKING JESUS, SHARING LIFE, 

SERVING PEOPLE

www.hermistonnazarene.org

St. Johns
Episcopal Church

Scripture, Tradition and Reason
Family service 9am Sunday

 N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th,  Hermiston

Join Us 
 On Our Journey 

 With Jesus.

We are an all inclusive Church
who welcomes all.

t. PH: 567-6672

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Worship Service 10:30 AM
Sunday School 9:00 AM

Pastor J.C. Barnett
Children’s Church & 

Nursery Available
700 West Orchard Avenue

P.O. Box 933
Hermiston, Oregon

541-567-8441


