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Farmers markets face changes in era of social distancing

By KATHY ANEY
STAFFWRITER

Social distancing, meet
farmers markets.

Over the years, farmers
markets evolved into com-
munity gatherings offering
fresh produce, music, inter-
active arts, crafts and cui-
sine. Now, however, farm-
ers markets must operate in
a time of COVID-19.

When Oregon Gov. Kate
Brown issued an execu-
tive order shuttering various
businesses, farmers markets
were absent from the closure
list.

“The good news is that
farmers markets are exempt
from the governor’s shut-
down,” said Kelly Crane,
executive director of the
Oregon  Farmers  Mar-
ket Association. “They are
essential businesses because
they provide food to com-
munities the way grocery
stores do.”

But they will have to
adjust. The idea of social dis-
tancing horning its way into
these bustling community
gatherings 1is cringewor-
thy to Crane, but it’s less
of a choice than a survival
strategy, and farmers mar-
ket organizers are deter-
mined to make it work, she
said. Besides, it’s a tempo-
rary situation, like a bossy
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Brenna Weyand hands a carton of mixed berries to Gail Cox at the Maxwell Farmers Market in August 2019.

mother-in-law who arrives
for an extended visit.

Crane said visitors to
their local farmers markets
will notice changes.

“The first thing people
will see when they come to
a farmers market this spring
are tons of safety mea-
sures,” she said. “You’ll see
booths farther apart. There
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may be colored tape on the
pavement to show people
what six feet apart looks
like.”

The Maxwell Farmers
Market in Hermiston is on
track to start May 28. Mitch
Myers, owner of the Max-
well Siding Pavilion where
the market is held, said he is
optimistic.
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“We anticipate things as
normal,” he said. “We’re
hoping that all of this is
pretty much behind us at that
point. We kind of have to
take this one day at a time.”

Myers is more worried
about the financial hit from
the executive orders to his
two event centers, the Max-
well Siding Event Cen-

ter and the open-air pavil-
ion. Canceled events include
weddings, class reunions,
corporate parties, christen-
ings, funeral services and
wakes.

Myers isn’t the only

uneasy one. Farmers are
worried, too, about their
economic future.

One local grower, John

Finley of Finley Fresh Pro-
duce in Hermiston, said he
depends on farmers markets
for one-third to one-half of
his income.

“I’m hopeful that all this
stuff will work itself out by
the time the markets open,”
Finley said. “There are no
guarantees, but we’re going
forward as though every-
thing is going to be OK.”

The Pendleton Farmers
Market had planned to go
forward, but found out Mon-
day that the city was pull-
ing back on those plans out
of concerns that opening the
market at all could be con-
sidered a gathering of more
than 25 people in defiance
of current state mandates
against such gatherings.

The state is so far con-
sidering farmers markets in
the same category as gro-
cery stores, where more than
25 people can be present as
long as they are staying six
feet apart.

Crane thinks farmers
markets can be safe places if
precautions are followed.

“Farmers markets are in
the fresh air. They have a
shorter supply chain than
supermarkets where you
have people picking things
up and putting them down,”
she said. “We think farmers
markets done right can be
very safe places to shop.”
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204 Automobiles

1999 Hyundai Elantra Wagon
One Family Owner
Needs new transmission
Make an offer
541-676-8017

1999 Ford Diesel Truck
$5000/0BO
541-4432118

find your
dream home

Check out our
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502 Real Estate

2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes
listed for your selection. Call
to find the property on your
wishlist. Lowest interest rates
ever! Get preapproved at your
mortgage company or call Kerry
at 541 377 6855 to help you
every step of the way.
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton
TURN HERE
REALTY & TRAVEL

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

504 Homes for Sale

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

One Realtor accessing all
properties for your conve-
nience. TURN HERE REALTY--
-Prompt, Courteous, Honest
service to represent you in
Buying and Selling proper-
ty--Licensed in Oregon for your
convenience.Email: kjcbaird@
gmail.com or call 541 377 6855
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

4 bed, 1 and 3/4 bath. 2022+/-
foot home on north hill. Beautiful
old home! Call Shane @ 541-
379-7802
Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

Prices are up! Now may be the

Analysis.
Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

$225,000

Almost in the country! 3bed,
2bath home on .43acre. Hard-
wood floors under carpeting.
Private well, city sewer. Fenced,
with room for shop! Jed 541
969-2887. #20154791

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

Selling or Buying a property?
If you are thinking of selling or
buying a home, call for a free
consultation. Day’s or evenings,
7 days a week.
Blue Jeans Realty.
Rocky Mikesell

(541-379-8690)

New Listings available. What is
on your WISHLIST? Call Kerry

800-962-2819

w/high ceilings. ADA bath w/
shower. Two tennis courts w/
separate lighting options. Of-
fice, lobby. Overhead door on
side. Vicki 541-969-9441cell.
#19405807

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

$154,900

2019 Marlette doublewide,
1494sf(m/l) w/open floorplan.
Large living room, dining room,
family room. Kitchen w/island.
3bed, 2bath. F/A heat and cool.
Marsha 541 377-5152cell.
#20170172

Coldwell Banker Whitney &

TURN HERE Associates
REALTY & TRAVEL 541-276-0021
$450,000
SR CUCEREEEIEN  4.16ACRES, W/VIEWS, min-
M U 'I' H E R ’s I] AY $220,000 utes from town. 3633sf(m/)
home w/daylight basement,

3bedrooms, 2baths. Fabulous
greatroom! Garage, shed.
Zoned for animals. Cari 541-
377-5058cell. #19000883.

Coldwell Banker Whitney &

offer expires May 10, 2020 o time to gain some equity and Associates
R_eal Estate L!s_tmgs move up to a larger home. Call 541-276-0021
in the Classifieds Matt Vogler for a free Market $229,500

1level, 6bedroom, 2bath,
2170sf(m/l) manufactured home
w/stick-built add-on. Kitchen
with island and pantry. Located
just blocks from Community
Park. Kevin 541-969-8243cell.
#19082248

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

REDUCED-Invest or Live on
main level and rent to finance!
Main level home with rentals
above and below. Owner will
carry finance with acceptable
terms. 5 bedroom 3 Bath with
bonus rooms ,Laundry in each
unit. $229 000 Call your realtor
for your new home or invest-
ment -#19408035
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

i W : Blue Jeans Realty REALTY & TRAVEL
I Order by mail now (discount expires 5/10/20): “Our office is wherever you $295.000
are )

GREAT INVESTMENT OP-
PORTUNITY! Quality duplex
in excellent condition, North
Hill location. Large 2bedroom
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I City State Zip or call 800-522-0255 | REALTY & TRAVEL $154,500 ATHENA
I | $423.000 4bed, 1.5bath home/cor-
i | It's so easy to get your ’ - ner lot. 1264sf(m/l) main,
. L lot, build .

' Phone E-mail | Classified ad! Just call grge 1%, open span butding 760sf(m/l) basement. Beautiful

laminate floors, roomy kitchen
w/dining space, appliances.
Jetted tub w/adjacent sauna.
Covered patio. Jerry 541-969-
6378cell. #20408182

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021



