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Numerous coaches and 
32 athletes representing 
Hermiston/Pendleton Spe-
cial Olympics Local Pro-
gram #510 competed in 
the fi rst Special Olympics 
Regional Basketball Event 
to take place this year. The 
March 1 event was held at 
the University of Portland 
campus and featured com-
petition with teams from the 
Portland-Metro area.

After a year’s hiatus 
from state sponsored com-
petitions, the athletes were 
highly motivated by two 
months of training at Sand-
stone Middle School to 
take on teams from the 
west side of the state, said 
Kristi Smalley, local Special 
Olympics communications 
manager. Thirteen athletes 
competed in the Individ-
ual Skills Competition, 
resulting in gold medals 
for Anna Danielson, Sheila 
Zick, Kelli Wiseman, Misty 
Larsen and Taylor McClure. 

Silver medals were earned 
by Shirley Fell and Lyall 
Arey. Bronze medals went 
to Jolynn Smutz, Kari Hall, 
Mary Ann Wright and Shona 
Bergo. Also, fourth place 
ribbons were earned by 
Mindyn Struntz and Jona-
than Kinsel.

In the 3-on-3 division, 
the Thunder team — with 
athletes Christina Moore, 
Jilli Smalley, Jeremy Dick-
ens, Daniel Tucker, Adolfo 
Zuniga and Joseph Olson-

Ruiz, who were coached by 
Kristi Smalley and Jeanette 
Goldie — earned gold with 
a 3-0 sweep of their divi-
sion; and the Lightning team 
came away with silver med-
als. At the 5-on-5 level, the 
Shockers battled it out to 
earn bronze medals.

Keeping the team fed 
was a tremendous task for 
local program coordinator 
Angela Schneider and her 
volunteers. Thanks to gen-
erous donations from Pat 

and Tams Beef of Stanfi eld, 
United Grocers of Pendle-
ton, Hermiston Safeway and 
many individual donations, 
the athletes and coaches 
enjoyed delicious meals at 
no cost to the local program, 
Smalley said.

The regional event wraps 
up the basketball season. 
The powerlifting program 
planned this weekend in 
Eugene is now on hold for 
health concerns.

Special Olympics pro-

vides year-round training 
and athletic competitions for 
people of all ages with intel-
lectual disabilities. There 
is no charge for athletes to 
participate.

Because of public health 
restrictions, all upcom-
ing activities involving ath-
letes are suspended until 
further notice. Organiz-
ers with the local program 

will make an announcement 
when the local program’s 
spring sports season, which 
includes bocce, athletics 
(track & fi eld) and golf, will 
begin.

Athletes interested in 
participating can con-
tact Schneider at 541-314-
0166. For more information, 
visit www.facebook.com/
hermistonpendleton.

Special Olympians score at basketball competition
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The Special Olympics Currents team.
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The Special Olympics Lightning team.

By TAMMY MALGESINI
COMMUNITY EDITOR

The Me and My Prince 
Ball committee recently 
announced a new partner-
ship with United Way of the 
Blue Mountains.

The event was created 
more than a decade ago to 
promote healthy role model 
relationships by helping 
to strengthen the bonds 
between girls of all ages and 
their fathers/father fi gures. 
For the past 15 years, the for-
mal/semi-formal dance has 
been coordinated by the Girl 
Scouts of Oregon and East-
ern Washington.

The 16th annual event 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 16 from 6-9 p.m. at 

Eastern Oregon Trade and 
Event Center in Hermis-
ton. The theme is “A Tale 
as Old as Time” from Dis-
ney’s “Beauty and the 
Beast.” Tickets, which are 
not on sale yet, will be $20 
per person. When available, 
they will be sold at 60 Min-
ute Photo and the Hermiston 
Chamber of Commerce.

While organizers are pre-
paring for the 16th annual 
event, Christy Lieuallen, 
United Way executive direc-
tor, said plans could change 
if public gathering restric-
tions due to COVID-19 con-
tinue. The event committee, 
Lieuellen said, met Monday 
night to determine an imme-
diate plan of action.

“The committee decided 
we’re going to keep the 
date but we will be look-
ing at it in the next couple 
of weeks,” she said. “We’re 

going to move forward for 
now and re-evaluate as time 
goes on.”

Committee chairwoman 

Michelle Kane, who has 
been involved with Me and 
My Prince Ball since its 
inception, said a new part-

nership was needed for the 
event to continue. When it 
started, many of the commit-
tee members were involved 
with Girl Scouts. As their 
daughters got older, the con-
nection diminished.

“Since we no longer have 
a close affi liation with Girl 
Scouts, it just made sense 
that we should fi nd a new 
nonprofi t partner to keep the 
event going,” Kane said.

The committee, Kane 
said, is grateful for groups 
that stepped up to pro-
vide help during a search 
for a new partner. United 
Way was chosen, she said, 
because it offered the most 
support and stability. Lieual-
len said it’s an honor to work 
with the committee and the 
efforts of those who care 

deeply about the event.
“United Way of the Blue 

Mountains truly values 
opportunities to enrich fam-
ily relationships,” Lieuallen 
said.  

Sponsorship opportu-
nities from $100 to $350 
are available. Contribu-
tions, which are tax deduct-
ible, cover such expenses 
as venue rental, decora-
tions, catering and assists in 
keeping ticket prices more 
affordable for participants.

For more information 
about becoming a sponsor or 
questions about the United 
Way, contact Lieuallen at 
509-676-9099, christy@
uwbluemt.org or visit www.
uwbluemt.org. For questions 
about the ball, call Kane at 
541-564-5985.

United Way waltzes in for 16th annual Me and My Prince Ball 
Organizers still planning 
May 16 event
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The Me and My Prince Ball committee recently announced 

a partnership with United Way of the Blue Mountains. 

Organizers continue planning for the 16th annual event, 

which is May 16 at EOTEC in Hermiston.

Call Today!

541-289-5433
1060 W. Elm, Suite #115, 

Hermiston, OR
(across from Good Shepherd Medical Center)

www.apd4kidz.com
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

LIFEWAYS PENDLETON
 331 SE 2nd St., 

 Pendleton, OR 97801
 Office: 541-276-6207

LIFEWAYS HERMISTON
 595 NW 11th St., 

 Hermiston, OR 97838
 Office: 541-567-2536

Crisis Phone: 
 866-343-4473

WWW.LIFEWAYS.ORG

 • Adult, Child and Family Therapy
 • Psychiatric Evaluation and Treatment
 • Mental Health and Crisis Services
 • Confidential and Professional Care

 LET US BE THE ONE THAT HELPS!

Ryan M.
Wieseler,
D.D.S, PC

COMPREHENSIVE CARE

www.desertdentalsmiles.com

A BETTER WAY TO ORAL HEALTH 

541.567.8161 • 995 Orchard Avenue • Hermiston

Eye Health & Vision Care

115 W. Hermiston Ave. Suite 130 

541-567-1837

Robert D. Rolen, O.D., LLC
Optometric Physician

URGENT CARE
 Sports & Dot Physicals • Minor Injuries • Family Care • Minor Surgeries

 We accept Medicare &  some Advantage Medicare plans

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
 HOURS:  Mon.-Sat. 
 7:30am-7:00pm

 236 E. Newport, Hermiston
 (across from U.S. Bank)541-567-1137

 HERMISTON FAMILY MEDICINE &

MEDICAL 

DIRECTORY

To advertise in the Medical Directory, please call: 

Jeanne at 541-564-4531 or Audra at 541-564-4538

Blue Mountain Denture Center
TROY STEWART - LICENSED DENTURIST

1300 6th St., Suite G, Umatilla, OR 97882 
2194 Court Ave., Baker City, OR 97814

(541) 519-4696 • (541) 523-4752

DENTURES

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS

We are now offering;
1.Come-In, Order & Take Out
2.Call-In & Come-In & Pick-Up
3.Call-In & Pick Up Curbside
4.Call-In & We Deliver to You

541-567-2260
159 W. Hermiston Ave., Hermiston

A-PLUS CONNECTORS
541-567-3231 • Fax 541-567-7541
1055 N. 1st Place, Unit 3-G • Hermiston, OR

EASTERN OREGON & WASHINGTON’S 

CONNECTION FOR CONNECTORS

NEXT DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE • SPECIAL ORDERS ALWAYS WELCOME

• BOLTS • NUTS • SCREWS • DUCT TAPE 

• PIPE FITTINGS  • DRILL BITS • WEDGE ANCHORS

WE ARE OPEN 
TO HELP YOU 

ZIMMERMAN & CO. 
INC. TRUE VALUE  

REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL!

348 S Main St, Pendleton
(541)276-6321 • Fax (541)276-8138

Hours of operation: 

Monday – Friday 7 AM – 5:30PM, 

Saturday 7 AM – 5 PM 

 Sunday 10 AM – 2 PM

OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT

Call 541-276-1075
2220 SE Court Ave.

Pendleton, OR 97801

 Full Menu at www.saddlerestaurant.com 

Free Coffee with Breakfast orders
415 SE 4th St., Pendleton

541.969.8554 or 541.969.8330

Open 7am-9pm Daily

4th Street

We’re open normal hours! 
We’re here for you.


