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S
o, the coronavirus is 
here.

Technically, corona-
virus has always been here — 
the term covers a broad vari-
ety of diseases. But you know 
the one I’m talking about: 
COVID-19, the strain which 
appeared just over two months 
ago and has already 
killed more than 3,000 
people and spread 
across the globe.

Whether the arrival 
of the disease in Uma-
tilla County has been 
something you’ve wor-
ried about or joked 
about, or some combi-
nation of the two, judg-
ing by the number of 
people who read or shared our 
breaking news story about it 
yesterday, it’s something peo-
ple care about.

The big question is how 
big of a deal it really is, and 
it’s clear from the arguments 
raging on social media that 
people do not see eye to eye. 
Some are unconcerned about 
a disease they describe as 
“basically the fl u” that “only 
old people die from” (sorry, 
seniors). Others are in full-on 
panic mode, stockpiling hand 
sanitizer and canceling plans.

Like almost everything in 
life, the truth probably lies 
somewhere in the middle. 
On one hand, the fl u kills far 
more people every year than 
COVID-19 ever has, because 
many more people have had 
the fl u. On the other hand, the 
fl u kills about one tenth of one 
percent of the people it infects 
in the United States, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. Esti-

mates vary for the mortality 
rate of COVID-19 as the new 
disease gets going, putting 
it anywhere from 1% to 3%. 
Researchers for China’s cen-
ter for disease control puts it 
at 2.3%.

That could be a high esti-
mate, depending on the num-

ber of Chinese citizens 
who contracted a mild 
form of the disease but 
never reported it. Time 
will tell. But if it holds 
true, that puts COVID-
19 at a slightly higher 
mortality rate than the 
Spanish infl uenza that 
killed an estimated 50 
million people world-
wide in 1918. It’s the 

difference between one out of 
1,000 patients dying of the fl u 
versus 23 out of 1,000 patients 
dying of COVID-19.

When you start looking at 
how many thousands of peo-
ple in Hermiston get the fl u 
each year, you can see why 
health offi cials are concerned 
about trying to keep this new 
virus in check.

After we posted a story to 
our Facebook page on Mon-
day, some people criticized 
us for “fear-mongering” by 
reporting it at all. But his-
tory pretty defi nitively shows 
us that making people aware 
of a disease, whether it’s HIV 
or skin cancer, is an essential 
part of reducing its toll.

In fact, the Spanish fl u 
mentioned above is a great 
example. An in-depth account 
of the spread of that pan-
demic written in Smithsonian 
Magazine in 2017 describes 
how World War I censorship 
for morale purposes helped 

expand the fl u’s spread.
In one example, the city of 

Philadelphia planned a major 
parade to boost patriotism 
and promote the sale of war 
bonds. The infl uenza had just 
arrived in the city, and doc-
tors begged offi cials not to 
go through with the parade. 
Newspaper reporters in the 
city wrote up articles describ-
ing the dangers, but editors, 
abdicating their responsibil-
ity to inform the public, caved 
to pressure from government 
offi cials and did not run those 
stories.

Two days after the parade 
ended, the infl uenza epidemic 
exploded there, killing more 
than 12,000 people in the city 
over the next six weeks.

Journalists today don’t 
want to make the same mis-
takes as journalists of the 
past. Sure, sometimes the 
pendulum swings too far the 
other way, and some dan-
gers receive an undue amount 
of coverage in proportion to 
the threat they represent. But 
other times, the worst case 
scenario does happen and 
when it does, it is helpful for 
people to be prepared. 

In this case, that prepa-
ration is benefi cial to every-
one no matter what the future 
of COVID-19 holds. Get-
ting everyone in the habit of 
frequent hand-washing, san-
itizing surfaces and touch-
ing their face less will slow 
the spread of all contagious 
illnesses.

If COVID-19 never 
spreads farther than a sin-
gle case in Umatilla County, 
please use that hand sanitizer 
you bought anyway.

OPINION

While driving along Highway 395, 
my partner and I noticed something dif-
ferent about Hermiston’s welcome sign 
recently. For one, it’s adorned with a 
brightly colored watermelon, and 
I am all about that. But right next 
to that sign, there’s a smaller 
one. It’s faded, but it reads “Wel-
come. We are building an inclu-
sive community.” I’m taking a 
picture of it with me to Portland, 
where I’m moving back to after 
an incredible and eye-opening 
nine months in Eastern Oregon.

Now, I’m on the “Whats Hap-
pening Hermiston” Facebook 
page, so don’t get me wrong. I know 
that not everyone is privy to the inclu-
sive community message. I’ve seen peo-
ple make racist and sexist comments 
from behind the safety of their comput-
ers. Those people should drive to Stan-
fi eld, turn themselves around and go 
read that welcome sign again.

But that Facebook group doesn’t rep-
resent my real-life Hermiston experi-
ence and as I pack my bags, I’m anxious 
to return for swimming at Warehouse 
Beach, and for the smell of sage cook-
ing in the summer sunshine. This place 
is special, and while I want to say it’s 
because of the cute baby cows and 
totally wild tumbleweeds, I know it’s 
because of the people.

Folks here can be extraordinarily 
welcoming, just like that sign suggests. 
In my years of interviewing people for 
articles, never have I been met with 
such honesty as I have in Hermiston. 
When I knock on doors for stories — 
palms sweating in anticipation of an irri-
tated homeowner — people just let me 
inside with a smile. They tell me their 
life experiences and they’re frank about 
their hardships. I hope to fi nd that level 

of integrity everywhere I go.
I think this past New Years Eve, I 

had the greatest snapshot of what it feels 
like to be part of a smaller — albeit 

growing — community. It felt 
like everyone I’d seen around 
town was crammed into the Fes-
tival Street, gazing up at the sky 
with utter joy as fi rework ashes 
rained upon us. That there was a 
hand-crafted papier-mâché water-
melon involved in the celebra-
tions made me feel really hum-
bled to be part of this community, 
like I was in on a really juicy 
and sweet secret even if it was 

for a short time in the grand scheme of 
things.

Here, I see young people from 
diverse backgrounds stepping into lead-
ership roles. I see restaurant work-
ers, full-time parents and everyone in 
between sacrifi cing personal time and 
sleep to keep vital aspects of the com-
munity rolling at the Hermiston Warm-
ing Station, at Agape House and other 
organizations that work to support the 
people who need it most. And what’s 
more, I’ve never heard anyone here 
complain about feeling tired, through 
thick and thin.

To the humans of Hermiston, please 
don’t be afraid to take a nap to reward 
yourselves for everything you do. 
Thank you all for accepting me into 
your community and for patiently 
explaining aspects of rural life that I 
didn’t quite understand. Thank you for 
giving me a chance to actually see stars 
in the night sky, to eat extraordinary 
produce and to tell your stories to the 
best of my ability inside the very pages 
of the Hermiston Herald.

Jessica Pollard is a former reporter 
for the Hermiston Herald. 
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A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families find senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you!

(888) 651-5669
 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CAREINDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

1-866-373-9175CALL TODAY - 
For $100 Gift Card

190 Channels

Add High Speed Internet

Offer ends 1/13/20.

America’s Top 120 

/mo.
Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. Internet not provided 

by DISH and will be billed separately.

BETTER 
TV FOR LESS! Terms and conditions apply. Call for details.

Promo Code: DISH100

for 12 months

Savings with 2 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All offers require credit qualification, 2 year commitment with early termination 
fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. 
Fees apply for additionalTV’s: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.

Se Habla Español  Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST

*Internet access service and charges not included. Frontier does not warrant that the service will be error-free or uninterrupted. Nest products: Additional $9 shipping fee per Nest device. Nest products must be purchased with new Internet service or eligible Frontier Secure services. Taxes, governmental and Frontier-imposed surcharges, 
minimum system requirements and other terms and conditions apply. Nest®, Nest Learning Thermostat™, Nest Protect™, Nest Cam™ and the Nest logo are trademarks or service marks of Nest Labs, Inc. ©2017 Frontier Communications Corporation

You can’t get BS from a buffalo.

Save with Frontier Internet Bundles
Pay one price for two great services: high-speed Internet 

and a full-featured home phone

Call today 
and pay less 855-972-6641

Serious speed! 
Bundle and save today
Simply Broadband Max

6 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 1 Year Price Lock

Per Month
With Qualifying 
Phone Service1999

BROADBAND ULTRA + PHONE + SECURE

12 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 2 Year Price Lock
Protect Your Identity, Devices & Files

Per Month6797
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marketplace
504 Homes for Sale

Find your first home while inter-
est rates are low. I can help you 
every step of the way, your local 
agent for Keller Williams Realty, 

Carolyn Rovier 
541-786-0822 
503-548-4848  

$159,500
Nice 2 bedroom w/2bonus 
rooms (could be 2extra bed-
rooms w/egressed windows).  
1000sf(m/l) on main and 
694sf(m/l) in the basement.  
Family space downstairs.  Jerry 
541-969-6378cell.  #19508300.  

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

REDUCED-Invest or Live on 
main level and rent to finance! 
Main level home with rentals 
above and below. Owner will 
carry finance with acceptable 
terms. 5 bedroom 3 Bath with 
bonus rooms ,Laundry in each 
unit. $229 000 Call your realtor 

for your new home or invest-
ment -#19408035 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton
TURN HERE 

REALTY & TRAVEL

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising 
in this paper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national or-
igin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women, and people 
securing custody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.  

Wondering what your home is 
worth? Free home analysis, 
call me today to get started. 

Local broker, Carolyn at Keller 
Williams Realty,
Carolyn Rovier 
541-786-0822 
503-548-4848  

$225,000
GREAT INVESTMENT OP-
PORTUNITY!  Quality duplex 
in excellent condition, North Hill 
location.  Large 2bedroom units, 
private parking, decks, laundry 
hook-ups, central heat/cool.  Jef  
541-969-9539cell.  #19495860.

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

504 Homes for Sale

New Listings available. What is 
on your WISHLIST? Call Kerry 

at 541 377 6855 to find your 
new home before the Spring 

rush. 2-3-4 Bedrooms? Single 
and multiple levels, garage or 
yard for your pets?? Access to 
all listings in the area of your 

choice.
305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL

$265,000 – 3 Bedroom 2 
½ Bath View Home.  Large 
lot.  Open floor plan.  Loft 
office.  Large Deck overlooks 
a beautiful Southwest View.  2 
car Garage.  RV parking.  MLS# 
19351147

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

$265,000 – 3 Bedroom 2 
½ Bath View Home.  Large 
lot.  Open floor plan.  Loft 
office.  Large Deck overlooks 
a beautiful Southwest View.  2 
car Garage.  RV parking.  MLS# 
19351147

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

$399,999 – 3 Bedroom 2 
Bath Log Home on 6.5 Acres.  
Beautiful Log Home with Spa-
cious Upstairs Master Bedroom.  
360 Degree View.  Spacious 
open floor plan.  Private Setting.  
MLS# 19681400

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

$289,900
View!  4bed, 2.5bath, w/office 
and family room.   Recent up-
grades: kitchen, carpet, paint, 
trim and most new windows. 
Near park, medical facilities, 
RAC.  Vicki 541-969-9441cell.  
#19082889

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

Who you work with matters. 
Are you thinking of selling your 
home? Start your journey today, 

call your local agent Caro-
lyn of Keller Williams Realty, 

specializing in eastern Oregon. 
Carolyn Rovier 
541-786-0822 
503-548-4848  

$129,000
2 bedroom home on large cor-
ner lot. Garage with extra stor-
age, washer and dryer hookups, 
newer appliances, small pantry 
off the kitchen. UGS.  Jed 541 
969-2887cell.  #20467555

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

504 Homes for Sale
$285,000 - 4 Bedroom 3 
Bath Tri Level.   Very nice 
throughout.  Large fenced yard.  
Updated kitchen.  Large deck 
and nice city view.  Close to 
shopping.  MLS# 19655891

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

$179,500 – 3 Bedroom Home 
in Rice Addition.  Close to 
Hospital and Rice Park.  Nice 
condition.  Central Heat and 
Air Conditioning.   Two car 
Garage.  MLS# 19581527

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

$216,900
3bedrooms, 2full baths.  Living 
room w/bay window, family room 
w/gas fireplace.  Newer A/C.  
Double car garage, deck, pond, 
fenced backyard.  Marsha 541-
377-5152 cell.  #20228150

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

GIVE your budget a break! Check 
today’s classified ads for excellent 

buys on the items you need.

$45,000                 
GREAT VIEWS/1.49 ACRES 
ON 2 CITY TAX LOTS.  Zoned 
for stick built or manufactured 
home.  City sewer/water to 
property. Call  Cari 541-377-
5058cell #13575330

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

$264,900
1851sf(m/l), 3bed, 2baths, with 
all of the upgrades you need 
and want. Bonus room.  Fenced 
backyard, 2car heated ga-
rage.   Kevin 541-969-8243cell.  
#19329484.

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

$299,900
Great views!  2 bedrooms, 
3baths.  Hardwood floors, vault-
ed ceilings, lots of storage. En-
joy  your deck and let the HOA 
do the yard work.  Jason 760-
409-6842cell  #19580533

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

541.377.9470    

$285,000 - 4 Bedroom 3 
Bath Tri Level.   Very nice 
throughout.  Large fenced yard.  
Updated kitchen.  Large deck 
and nice city view.  Close to 
shopping.  MLS# 19655891

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

504 Homes for Sale

$220,000
4 bed, 1 and 3/4 bath. 2022+/- 
foot home on north hill. Beautiful 
old home! Call Shane @ 541-
379-7802

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                           

Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to a larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470 

GET A JOB...
check out the employment 

Classifieds today!
Is it time to step into the new 

age in a new home?  
We’d love to sell your current 
home and help you step into 

your 
dream home.  Give us a call 

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                           

ESTATE SALE: 2 story brick 
house on corner lot in Arlington 
Oregon: 1200 sf  upstairs-inte-
rior dated: 1200 sf unfinished, 
plumbed basement. Recent 

appraisal 140000: asking 
assessed value of 96500: con-

sider all offers. 
Info: Claudia 541-676-9718

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470  

First time home buyers? I can 
help you find your dream home. 

Call Carolyn R. at Keller Wil-
liams to get started!

Carolyn  R at Keller Williams 
Realty Portland Central, located 

in Pendleton. 
Carolyn Rovier 
541-786-0822 
503-548-4848  

$255,000 – 2018 Fleetwood 
MFG Home on 2.51 Acres.  4 
Bed 2 Bath.  Open floor plan 
with Beautiful Kitchen.  Four 
corrals with Lots of room for 
Livestock.  MLS# 19510220

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

502 Real Estate

One Realtor accessing all 
properties for your conve-

nience.TURN HERE REALTY-- 
-Prompt, Courteous, Honest 
service to represent you in 
Buying and Selling proper-

ty--Licensed in Oregon for your 
convenience.Email: kjcbaird@

gmail.com  or call 541 377 6855 
305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL

354 Auction Sales

STORAGE UNIT
DEFAULT AND AUCTION 

SALE NOTICE
C & L Storage, 1740 NW Geer 
Road, Hermiston, OR 97838, 
thru A-1 Property Manage-
ment, hereby provides legal 
notice under ORS 8.687 et 
seq ef default and intent to sell 
the contents of the following 
storage units located on Geer 
Road, Hermiston, Oregon 
97838:

#10 Cliff Hilliard
#45 Yolanda Baros
#48 Scott Tassie
#53 Fidel Zamora Contreras
#59 Cliff Hilliard
#73 Leeroy Charles Arzt
#106 Michelle Warner
#133 Thomas Carden

A sale of the contents shall oc-
cur to satisfy amounts due un-
der the lease agreement and 
all amounts allowed by law. 
The sale shall be held on Sat-
urday, March 7, 2020 at 10:00 
a.m., a date 15 or more days 
after the first publication of this 
notice, at the storage units. 
This is a public sale and the 
landlord will be accepting bids 
on the contents in whole. For 
further information, contact 
A-1 Property Management, 
398 E. Ridgeway, Hermiston, 
OR 97838 (541)567-4663.

502 Real Estate

Travelers interested in Sept/
Oct New Zealand Guided Tour 
for 2 weeks of amazing people 
and places Please call Kerry 

at 541 377 6855 or drop by the 
office at   

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton
TURN HERE 

REALTY & TRAVEL

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

Matt Vogler
John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470          

Selling or Buying a property?  
If you are thinking of selling or 
buying a home, call for a free 
consultation.  Day’s or eve-
nings, 7 days a week.

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

(541-379-8690)

504 Homes for Sale

YOUR DREAM HOME
is right here in the Classifieds!
Check our real estate listings.


