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for weekend events at EOTEC,
which range from fundraisers to
quinceaneras, is about 500. He
said organizers of smaller events in
the 200-300 range didn’t like using
EOTEC as much because the size
of the great hall made the event
look empty, but private options
such as the Maxwell Event Cen-
ter couldn’t hold crowds that large.
He also noted both EOTEC and
the community center often hosted
events on the same night.

He said his phone started “ring-
ing off the hook” when the Herm-
iston Herald published an article
announcing the possibility of a sale
of the community center.

“So it’s your expert opinion not
to get rid of this valuable build-

ing?” commission member Ben
Sargent asked Davis.

“It’s my expert opinion to stay
out of it,” Davis responded, draw-
ing chuckles.

In response to a question from
the commission, city planner Clint
Spencer confirmed that the city
would not be able to sell the com-
munity center in secret, but would
be required by law to hold a vote
of the city council in a public
meeting, advertised ahead of time,
where public testimony would be
taken.

The topic came up as the plan-
ning commission discussed park-
ing at EOTEC. It was conducting
its annual review of the variance
that the city obtained from the com-
mission in 2016, promising to meet
certain conditions in exchange for
not providing as many paved park-
ing spaces as would normally
be required by city ordinance

for events with more than 2,000
attendees.

In January 2018, the commis-
sion chastised EOTEC — then
jointly owned by the city of Herm-
iston and Umatilla County — for
flouting several of the variance’s
conditions in 2017, including the
requirement to only use the Ott
Road entrance in case of emer-
gency and to submit various plans
and permits before the fair.

In January 2019, the planning
commission put a moratorium
on new construction at EOTEC
because the city had not yet sub-
mitted a written parking plan as
required by the variance. The deci-
sion was a contributing factor to
the decision to not build an RV
park at EOTEC that had originally
been planned for construction in
2019.

On Wednesday, Spencer sug-
gested to the commission that they

extend the deadline for the park-
ing plan out another year, to 2021,
because the city had still not sub-
mitted one.

Davis said that the city’s EOTEC
advisory board was still working
on an overall strategic plan for the
site, and based on the slow prog-
ress he thought it could be as long
five years before anything else —
such as RV park intended to raise
revenue for EOTEC or the office
and storage space that had been
promised to the Umatilla County
Fair — was built on the site.

The potential sale of the com-
munity center complicated things
as well, he said. It had always
been a longterm goal of EOTEC
to expand the event center eventu-
ally, but that expansion might look
different depending on whether the
city still had a community center.

If it did not, he said, the advi-
sory board might write the plan to

include a separate community cen-
ter facility on site rather than just
adding more rooms onto the end of
the event center building.

“It’s part of the conversation the
advisory board’s having, but how
do you strategically plan for some-
thing that you don’t know is going
to happen?” he said.

In light of the unfinished strate-
gic and parking plans for EOTEC,
the planning commission voted
to amend two conditions of the
variance.

They added a requirement that
shuttles be used for the fair and
rodeo week and that event organiz-
ers and the city work to determine
whether any other events with
more than 2,000 attendees needed
a shuttle to keep up with parking
demand.

They also extended the deadline
for the parking plan from 2020 to
2021.
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of the Oregon Water Coalition and Northeast Oregon
Water Association is planned for Tuesday, Jan. 21 begin-
ning at 8:15 a.m. at the Hermiston Agricultural Research
and Extension Center, 2121 S. First St., Hermiston.

NOWA director JR Cook will present a slideshow on
water projects that are in the works. Other speakers include
Sen. Bill Hansell, R-Athena, who will talk about what is
coming for the legislative short session; Tom Byler, direc-
tor of Oregon Water Resources Department, discussing
Oregon’s 100-year water vision; Chris Kowitz on rules of
groundwater wells reporting; and attorney Steve Shrop-
shire, who will present on water and legislation.

There is no charge to attend the meeting, which includes
breakfast. For more information, contact Ray Kopacz
or Tiffany Harrell at stanfieldid@stanid.com, or call
541-449-3272.

City Councilor Lori Davis will represent Hermiston at
a national level after being selected to serve on the National
League of Cities Small Cities Council.

The council represents the interests of cities with fewer
than 50,000 residents, and connects leaders of those cities
so that they can discuss solutions to common problems they
face.

Davis, who has been a city councilor since 2009, grew
up in Hermiston and works for Two Rivers Correctional
Institution.

“l look forward to strengthening Hermiston’s ties to
America’s small cities,” she said in a news release. “We are
able to share ideas and gain resources to better the lives of
Hermiston residents.”

The Hermiston Elks Lodge is hosting a membership
open house. People interested in the organization are encour-
aged to attend and learn how a commitment of time and
skills can make a difference in the community. The event
is Saturday, Jan. 25 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The lodge is
located at 480 E. Main St. Appetizers and beverages will
be available. For more information, call David Downing at
541-571-1089.

The menu for Thursday at the Harkenrider Senior
Activity Center is potato soup, crackers, salad and dessert.
Friday is chili, cornbread, fruit and dessert. Monday is broc-
coli soup, sandwich, fruit and dessert. Tuesday is hamburger
soup, cornbread, salad and dessert. Next Wednesday is fish
sandwich, pea salad, pudding and cookies.

— You can submit items for our weekly By The Way col-
umn by emailing your tips to editor@hermistonherald.com.
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Staff photo by Jade McDowell
The former Carnegie Library and the Hermiston Public Library across from city hall could house city staff for the next two
years if the city decides to rebuild city hall rather than repair it.

City Hall: Council weighs repair vs. replace
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Library for the building and plan-
ning departments until a new build-
ing is built at the location of the cur-
rent city hall.

He said architects had told him
they could likely have plans for a new
city hall ready this summer if they
started soon, and then construction
would take an additional 18 months
after that.

Councilors said they were not com-
fortable making a decision on Mon-
day night, without more information
and public input, but directed Smith

to return in the next month or so with
concrete details about costs, financ-
ing, etc.

“This could present an opportu-
nity,” councilor Roy Barron said.

Garbage rates

Councilors approved an increase in
garbage rates on Monday night. The
rate for a 90-gallon container, which
most customers use, will go up $1.55
to $18.80 a month starting in February.

Sanitary Disposal Inc., which han-
dles the city’s garbage and recycling,
requested permission for the rate
increase to help cover increases in the
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WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR SINCERE THANKS
TO OUR SPONSORS, DECORATORS, PURCHASERS, VOLUNTEERS, & ALL WHO HELPED SUPPORT OUR EVENT

AUCTION ITEM SPONSORS

Hermiston Family Foot Clinic, Alive & Well, Higher Power Fitness, Hermiston Walmart,
Smitty’s Ace Hardware, Family Health Associates, Dr. John Spomer, Dr. Jeremy Larson,
Wheatland Insurance, Farm City Pro Rodeo, Meenderinck Dairy, Hermiston Kiwanis,
Eastern Oregon Physical Therapy, A-1 Industrial Hose & Supply, Sherrell Chevrolet,
Bank of Eastern Oregon, Hermiston Drug & Gift, Cary & Theresa Brock, Oregon Grain
Growers Brand Distillery, Wenaha Group, Tom & Cathy Wamsley, NW Metal Fabricators,
Lamb-Weston, Heidi Carver-Re/Max Cornerstone, Banner Bank, Greater Hermiston
Community Foundation, Advanced Pediatric Dentistry, Heller & Sons Distributing,
Durk Irwin Orthodontic, Blake Brothers Construction, GS Oregon Nurses Association,
Tom Denchel Auto Group, Sno Road Winery, GS Community Health Foundation,
Rogers Toyota of Hermiston, Pam Stocker-Edward Jones, Umatilla Electric Coop.,
Hermiston School Dist. Board of Directors, Cliff & Judy Bracher, Elmer’s Irrigation,
Altrusa of Hermiston, HHS Plant Science Class, K & K Blueberries, fotoNovella, OSEA,
Columbia River Restoration, Oregon Trail Veterinary Clinic, The Tannery & Boutique,
Hermiston Area Soroptimists, Cannon Chiropractic, Old West Federal Credit Union,
D'Tangled, Royal Health Therapies, Ross Machine & Steel Sales, Bellinger Farms,
Teres Fair, Scott’s Cycle & Sports, Obie’s Express, HAPO Credit Union, Home Depot,
Kopacz Nursery & Florist, Emily Ernst, Umatilla-Morrow Head Start

FAMILY DAY SPONSORS

Farm City Pro Rodeo, 60 Minute Photo, Barnett & Moro, PC, Bellinger Farms,
Hagerman, Inc., Kacie Levy - Edward Jones, and HHS Trap Shooting Team
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CARING COMMUNITY SPONSORS

cost of doing business, such as fuel
and insurance, and the decreases in
revenue from problems with the recy-
cling market. Assistant city manager
Mark Morgan said minimum wage
in Umatilla County has gone up by
20% since the last rate increase in July
2016.

Residents will also see another
increase on their water and sewer bills
in March. When the council approved
a rate restructure last year, they added
a much smaller annual adjustment
based on inflation to keep up with ris-
ing costs of labor and materials. This
year’s increase will be 1.8%.

Atkinson Staffing, 60 Minute Photo, East Oregonian, Hermiston Herald, Columbia Bank,
Greg’s Sleep Center, High Performance Signs, AM 1360 KOHU & 93.7 FM “The Q”,
George Ruby, Jose Macias, Lidia Macias, Ford Bonney, David Florea, Koester Family,
Hermiston Chapter 10 OSEA, HHS Key Club, Kim Puzey, Charlie Clupny, Neighbor Dudes,
Safeway, Hermiston Chamber, Wildhorse Resort & Casino, Walmart DC, Midway Bar & Grill,
Bergevin Lane Vineyards, Echo Ridge Winery, Columbia Crest Winery, Caprio Cellars

LARGE & SMALL TREE DECORATORS
Connie Burke, Beverly Harris, Susan Sanders, Bob Harris, Tammy Smith, Shera Hopper,
Dr. Larson’s Staff, Mellissa Renner, Cathy Wamsley, Connie Nicodemus, Kari Christiansen,
Lisa Larson, Meaghan Strey, Jenny Jeppeson, Natalie Adams, Ashley Perkins, Oregon
Grain Growers Brand Distillery Staff, Starla Halverson, Tammy James, Angel Edmiston,
Heidi Carver, Ami Little, Darian Martin, Angie Treadwell, Tara Bendixsen, Susan Stephens,
Advanced Pediatric Dentistry Staff, Laurie Hartung, Jessica Baunach, Caressa Bastian,
Joanne Lewis, Melissa Stasik, Abbey Royer, Trixie Ortiz, Kris Bennett, Shara Giordano,
Nohely Monroy, Misty Davison, Liz Marvin, Amy Hendrix, Erin Petty

Vision Wealth Management, Dance Unlimited, AM 1360 KOHU & 93.7 FM “The Q”,

Kennewick Family Smiles, Barak & Associates, Eastern Oregon Telecom, John Spomer,
Columbia Harvest Foods

A FUNDRAISING EVENT SPONSORED BY HERMISTON KIWANIS CLUB AND GOOD SHEPHERD COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION
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