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Fireworks explode over the Hermiston City Hall during a New 

Year’s celebration in the early minutes of the new year on Jan. 

1, 2020.
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People watch as the ceremonial watermelon shoots fi reworks. The watermelon, which was initially supposed to ignite high 

above the crowd, failed to do so, requiring city workers to lower it to the ground and light it by hand.
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People watch as the ceremonial watermelon is lowered to the ground after failing to ignite during the New Year’s fi reworks display in Hermiston in the early minutes of the new year on Jan. 1, 

2020. After failing to ignite in the air, organizers lit the display at ground level as the fi nale of the event.

New year starts with a bang


