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“Oh, I’ve been all over,” 
he said.

The pair met in Denver, 
Colorado, when Robert — 
originally from Kansas — 
would deliver equipment to 
the railroad company where 
Terri-Lynn worked at the 
time. Together, they moved 
back to Terri-Lynn’s home-
town of Hermiston to care 
for her aging parents.

For years, Terri-Lynn was 
working at the Union Pacifi c 
Railroad in Hermiston, but 
due to recent layoffs, she 
retired unexpectedly early 
last month after more than 
27 years in the industry.

“But you have to look at it 
in a positive light,” she said. 
“Now we have more time to 
do volunteering like this.”

Their goal is to bring 
food and a little celebratory 
spirit to people who might 
not be able to make it out 
of the house to attend the 
free Community Fellow-
ship Dinner, which is held 
at Hermiston High School 
each Thanksgiving after-
noon and open to everyone 
in the community. Some-
times, they’ll give rides to 
and from the high school for 
people hoping to get out of 
the house for the holiday.

The pair also volunteer 
to deliver meals on Christ-
mas. One year, they remem-
ber delivering meals to a 
local motel. The woman who 
answered the door was grate-
ful, and explained that the 
food was all her family had 
in the way of celebration that 
year.

“You don’t know what 
someone’s circumstance is. 
We’re so blessed, it’s nice to 

be able to bless others,” said 
Terri-Lynn. “Put a smile on 
someone’s face.”

They always seem to be 

smiling too.
Before heading back to the 

high school to load their car 
up for round two of deliveries, 

the pair swung by a residence 
on Hermiston’s west side.

Robert ran out to make 
the delivery. The woman 

inside used to volunteer at 
the Thanksgiving dinner and 
had two dogs — including a 
dachshund.

“That dog was a dog-and-
a-half long,” he joked.

Back at the high school, 
tables in the main commons 
were fi lled with families 
chowing down, a fl ower bou-
quet at every table.

According to Makayla 
Humphreys, who was check-
ing in volunteers, there were 
some last minute no-shows 
Thursday morning due to 
illness.

“Flu season is here,” 
she said. “But in the end, it 
always works out that we 
have enough people.”

The nonprofi t didn’t have 
exact totals for how many 
people were served Thurs-
day, but according to board 
chair Gary Humphreys, the 
Thanksgiving dinner fed 
over 700 people last year.
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Volunteers dish up dinners to go during Thursday’s Community Thanksgiving Dinner at 

Hermiston High School.

District, the Stanfi eld Moose 
Lodge or Banner Bank in 
Stanfi eld.

The Hermiston Police 
Department is also team-
ing up with Walmart’s trans-
portation department for 
another toy drive, on Satur-
day and Sunday from noon 
to 6 p.m. at the Hermiston 
Walmart. Unwrapped toys 
donated during that time will 
be donated to children’s hos-
pitals in the region and the 
Ronald McDonald House, 
where families can stay 
during a child’s treatment.

Other opportunities to 
give in Hermiston include:

Good Shepherd 12 
days of giving

What is it: Each year, 
Good Shepherd Health Care 
System’s 12 Days of Giv-
ing plays on a “12 Days of 
Christmas” theme to col-
lect donations for differ-
ent causes before Christmas 
time.

How to help: As of Dec. 
4, there are still three days 
left to donate items to Good 
Shepherd Health Care Sys-
tem’s 12 Days of Giving. 
Each day presents a spe-
cial “12 Days of Christ-
mas” theme for donations. 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, Good 
Shepherd is asking for pet 
food supplies, Thursday for 
sweaters and coats, and Fri-
day for school supplies.

Items can be dropped off 
at the main entrance of Good 
Shepherd Medical Center, 
the lobby of the Good Shep-
herd Medical Group Clinic 
or the lobby of the Medical 
Plaza.

“It Takes A Village”

What is it: People can 
help brighten the holiday 
season for area foster chil-
dren. The Department of 
Human Services Child Wel-
fare program’s Hermiston 
offi ce launched “It Takes A 
Village” to involve the com-
munity in providing for fos-

ter care kids in Umatilla and 
Morrow counties.

How to help: There are 
several ways to participate 
in the program, including 
drop-off locations:

�Coat drive: New coats, 
hats and jackets of all sizes 
(Harley Swain Subaru)

�Pajama drive: New paja-
mas in all sizes (Rogers Toy-
ota of Hermiston)

�Toy drive: New toys for 
ages newborn to 12 (Walmart 
DC & Lamb Weston)

�Gift cards: With a sug-
gested value of $25, donate 
gift cards for foster teens 
ages 13-18 for local stores 
and restaurants, or online 
shopping, such as Amazon 
or Visa. (Rogers Toyota, 
Harley Swain Subaru, New 
Hope Community Church, 
Victory Baptist Church, 
Columbia Bank, Banner 
Bank, Umatilla Morrow 
County Head Start and the 
Hermiston DHS offi ce)

The donation deadline is 
Monday, Dec. 9. For ques-
tions, call 541-314-7614 or 
stop by the DHS offi ce, 950 
S.E. Columbia Drive, Suite 
C, Hermiston.

Community Fellowship 
Dinner

What is it: A free holi-
day dinner with all the trim-
mings. Open to anyone who 
wants to attend, the Com-
munity Fellowship Dinner 
has provided twice-yearly 

holiday meals for more than 
three decades. The Christ-
mas meal is Wednesday, 
Dec. 25 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Hermiston High 
School.

How to help: The holi-
day meal ministry requires 
upwards of 150 volunteers. 
Typically working one-hour 
shifts, people are needed for 
tasks such as food prepara-
tion, packaging to-go meals, 
setting up the venue, greet-
ing people, serving diners 
and meal delivery.

In addition, fi nancial con-
tributions are greatly appre-
ciated. They can be sent 
to Community Fellowship 
Dinner, P.O. Box 1551, 
Hermiston, OR 97838. Also, 
CFD is now registered with 
the Amazon Smile Foun-
dation. When logged into 
smile.amazon.com, select 
“Community Fellowship 
Dinners in Hermiston” and 
.5% of eligible purchases 
will be donated to the cause.

To volunteer or make a 
donation, contact cfdhermis-
ton@gmail.com or 541-371-
9772. For more information, 
search Facebook.

Eastern Oregon 
Mission

What is it: The Eastern 
Oregon Mission is a Herm-
iston-based nonprofi t which 
runs two major programs to 
provide support for those in 
need in Umatilla County: 

Agape House, which assists 
people with food and other 
necessities and Martha’s 
House, a family shelter.

How to help: Those inter-
ested in donating money 
can contribute a one-time 
or monthly donation to a 
program of their choice at 
agapehousehermiston.org. 
For every $1 donated, the 
Eastern Oregon Mission can 
provide $7 worth of service, 
according to their website. 
Eastern Oregon Mission 

also has a partnership with 
Amazon through Amazon-
Smile. Select “Eastern Ore-
gon Mission” while shop-
ping on the AmazonSmile 
website to donate .5% of the 
purchase price of eligible 
products to Agape House.

The organization is also 
always accepting shelf-sta-
ble and frozen food dona-
tions, cans and bottles for 
recycling, clothes and furni-
ture as well. To donate, con-
tact 541-567-8774.

Hermiston Warming 
Station

What is it: The station, 
located at 1075 S. High-
way 395, provides a warm 
and secure place to sleep for 
anyone who needs it during 
the cold winter months, no 
questions asked.

How to help: The sta-
tion is looking for essen-
tials including cases of 16.9 
ounce water bottles, clean-
ing supplies, hand warm-
ers, extra thick wool socks 
and more. There is a dona-
tion list posted on the Herm-
iston Warming Station Face-
book page. The station is 
also looking for stocking 
stuffers for an annual Dec. 

23 Christmas celebration. 
Donation hours are Tues-
days and Thursdays from 
4-6 p.m., Saturdays from 
3-5 p.m., and Sundays from 
12-2 p.m.

Fuzz Ball Animal 
Rescue 

What is it: a small ani-
mal rescue in the Hermiston 
area. Fuzz Ball can assist 
with adopting out, rehoming 
and caring for stray pets.

How to help: Accord-
ing to their Facebook page, 
Fuzz Ball Animal Rescue 
currently has an anonymous 
donor willing to match all 
donations up to $1,000. 
Monetary donations can be 
sent through the rescue’s 
Paypal account on the web-
site (www.fuzzballrescue.
com/donate.html) or by call-
ing Oregon Trail Veterinary 
Clinic at 541-567-1138.

Fuzz Ball Rescue is cur-
rently seeking dry kitten food, 
cat litter, dry dog and puppy 
food as well as dog toys. 
The rescue is also looking 
for foster homes for strays, 
including kittens and pup-
pies that need bottle-feeding. 
To donate or volunteer, email 
fuzzballrescue@gmail.com.
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Boxes full of Christmas presents collected and wrapped by the Hermiston Police Department 

sit ready to be distributed as part of last year’s Christmas Express.

� � �
The Hermiston First 

United Methodist Church
is gearing up to share the 
reason behind the Christmas 
season. The biblical story 
about the birth of Jesus is 
featured during the Living 
Nativity.

In its 27th year, the free 
event is Dec. 14-15 at the 
church. For more informa-
tion, call Becky Hunt at 
541-314-5797 or the church 
at 541-567-3002. Also, see 
next week’s Hermiston 
Herald for a full story and 
photos.

� � �
Santa Claus (in this case 

also known as John Per-
kins) will be making sev-
eral stops around town in the 
next couple of weeks.

On Thursday at noon he 
will hand out teddy bears to 
seniors at the Harkenrider 
Senior Activity Center, and 
on Dec. 11 he will be vis-
iting Hermiston’s nursing 
homes and assisted living 
facilities to hand out bears.

Perkins, dressed as Santa, 

will also be available at sev-
eral local businesses, includ-
ing Rogers Toyota on Fri-
day and Bellingers from 
noon to 5 p.m. on Dec. 14. 
On Saturday he will land at 
1 p.m. in a Life Flight heli-
copter behind the Hermis-
ton Public Library and be 
available at the Union Club
afterward from 1-3 p.m.

He will also be present 
at Pancakes with Santa
on Dec. 14 from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at the Herm-
iston Community Cen-
ter. Tickets ($8 for children 
ages 2-15, $10 for ages 16 
and older, $30 for a fam-
ily) are limited and must be 
purchased in advance at the 
community center.

� � �
If the cold weather con-

tinues, Rudolph won’t be 
the only one with a red 
nose. People are encouraged 
to bundle up for the third 
annual Rudolph Fun Run.

The event collects food 
for the Umatilla Volun-
teer Firefi ghters Associa-
tion’s annual Christmas bas-
ket program. Participants are 
invited to have fun and dress 
up in costumes.

The Rudolph Fun Run 
starts Saturday at 9 a.m. at 

the McNary Fire Station, 
305 Willamette Ave, Uma-
tilla. The Umatilla High 
School National Honor 
Society is teaming up with 
the fi refi ghters association 
to present the 5K event. To 
enter, adults need to bring 
fi ve nonperishable food 
items (or cash equivalent) 
and for kids 10 and under, 
they can enter with two food 
items.

For more information, 
contact Nancy Swarat at 
swaratn@umatillasd.org, 
541-922-6525, the fi re dis-
trict at 541-922-3718 or 
search Facebook.

� � �
The menu for the Har-

kenrider Senior Activ-
ity Center for Thursday is 
pork loin, rice pilaf, veggies 
and dessert. Friday is clam 
chowder, garlic bread, cole 
slaw and dessert. Monday 
is cheddar vegetable soup, 
fruit and dessert. Tuesday 
is spaghetti, garlic bread, 
tossed salad and dessert. 
Next Wednesday is chicken 
noodle soup, bread, crack-
ers, fruit and dessert.

— You can submit items for 
our weekly By The Way col-
umn by emailing your tips to 

editor@hermistonherald.com.
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Order by mail now (discount expires 12/31/19):

Ship my order to me:  $34.95 plus $6.95 shipping and handling per book. Order will be shipped to the address below. 
Quantity: ___ x $41.90 = $______ total

Payment method:  ☐ Check/Money Order Credit card orders can be placed online: Umatilla.PictorialBook.com

Name 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

Phone  E-mail 

Send form and payment to:

East Oregonian
211 SE Byers Ave.
Pendleton, OR  97801
or call 800-522-0255

Postmark by 12/5/19 for Christmas delivery

Holiday savings so good, 
you’ll jump for

JOY
The perfect holiday gift is available now!

BOOK DETAILS: Hardcover, 144 pages • Historic photos of Umatilla County

Limited time offer — discount expires Dec. 31, 2019!

Order online and save with flat-rate shipping

Umatilla.PictorialBook.com
Expedited shipping available for Christmas delivery

Pick up your books locally, including pre-orders

East Oregonian
211 SE Byers Ave., Pendleton (Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–5 p.m.)

From the archives of the Athena Public Library, City 

of Echo, Milton-Freewater Area Historical Society, 

Pendleton Round-up, Tamástslikt Cultural Institute 

and Umatilla County Historical Society

plus shipping

Just released!

$34.95
reg. $44.95


