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By JESSICA POLLARD
STAFF WRITER

District second graders shivered and 
cheered one another on last week during 
swim lessons at the Hermiston Family 
Aquatic Center.

“You just have to believe in yourself, 
then you can do it,” said one Desert View 
Elementary School student to her peers, 
after successfully jumping off the diving 
board and swimming to the pool’s edge.

For the second year in a row, all Herm-
iston School District second graders spent 
a morning at the pool, learning swim-

ming techniques and water safety. Each 
day, a different school got access to the 
aquatic center. Thursday, Desert View took 
center-stage.

The goal is to help parents assess where 
their child stands when it comes to water 
safety for the next swimming season.

The fi nal part of the one-day lesson 
involved jumping off the diving board, 
which is a fi rst for many of the young stu-
dents according to Shawna Yeager, a PE 
teacher at Sunset Elementary School.

“It’s amazing how many of these stu-
dents have never been to the pool,” she 
said. “They’re learning how safe it is.”
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When it was time for other students to use the pool, students that already had their fi ll did 

exercises to keep warm with Bret Favorite, a PE teacher at West Park Elementary School.
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After jumping off  the diving board, kids rush back in line for a chance to jump again at the 

Hermiston Aquatic Center.
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Shawna Yeager, a PE teacher at Sunset Elementary, helped the kids get out of the pool after 

they made their jump off  the diving board.
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Some Desert View students gathered around for a story last Thursday after their swim lesson.


