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WWII paratrooper surprised by party in his honor

By KATHY ANEY
STAFFWRITER

Walt Liebe’s family yearned
to know more about his time as
a World War II paratrooper. For
years, Liebe kept most of it to
himself.

His grandchildren didn’t know
about how Liebe and other mem-
bers of the 11th Airborne Division
liberated 2,147 prisoners from a
Japanese internment camp during
the Raid on Los Banos in the Phil-
ippines. Or about serving on Gen.
Douglas McArthur’s Honor Guard
on the USS Missouri. Or the nitty
gritty about his time in the glider
infantry and later as a paratrooper
jumping from C-47 military trans-
port planes.

Lauded as the Greatest Genera-
tion, Liebe’s generation might also
be the humblest.

The country is losing WWII
veterans like Liebe at a dizzy-
ing pace. As of 2018, fewer than
500,000 of the 16 million who
served in the war still lived. Hon-
oring these veterans and coaxing
them to tell their stories before
they are gone is taking on more
urgency for groups such as the
National WWII Museum, which
conducts oral histories and pro-
duces exhibits. And for fami-
lies, such as Liebe’s, the clock is
ticking.

Family members and friends
recently showered the 96-year-old
Hermiston veteran with apprecia-
tion — and plenty of questions —
during a surprise gathering Aug.
10, 2019. Linda Stark, who attends
church with Liebe, spearheaded
the gathering.

He thought he was going to
lunch at Denny’s. His son, John,
missed the turnoff, or so Liebe
thought. John turned instead onto
Airport Way and continued to the
main airport building. He ushered
his father inside to a room adorned
in red, white and blue balloons

EASTERN OREGON

\Q&Q\\\‘

LS

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

World War Il paratrooper Walt Liebe answers questions about his war experience during a surprise party in his
honor on Aug. 10, 2019, at the Hermiston Airport.

and toy WWIl-era airplanes. A
cake proclaimed in red icing: “Our
Thanks to Walt Liebe: Honorable
WWII Veteran.”

The elder Liebe reacted with
incredulity.

“He was surprised and a little
choked up,” John said. “He had no
clue.”

Over the next couple of hours,
Liebe received accolades and a
Quilt of Valor draped around his
shoulders. He answered ques-
tions about his time in the military.
The veteran said he went on four
maneuvers with the glider infan-
try and later made 10 jumps from
C-47 transport planes.

“Gooney Birds, they were the
workhorse of the South Pacific,”
he said of the C-47s.

A grandson asked about the

weapon he carried and so Liebe
described a .30 caliber Browning
Automatic Rifle, which weighed
more than 20 pounds. The gun
provided quick bursts of automatic
fire, but required a lot of ammo.
Ammunition  bearers  jumped
alongside.

During the 1945 Los Banos
prison camp raid, members of the
11th Airborne conducted a dar-
ing rescue of American and Allied
civilians. Some soldiers para-
chuted in while others, like Liebe,
came on amphibious vehicles. The
mission went smoothly.

“Everything just clicked,” he
said. “Everything went as planned.
It was a perfect operation.”

Listening, Liebe’s grandson
Matt Gettmann shook his head.

“He was involved in one of
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the most successful operations in
world history, but he never told us
about that,” Gettmann said.

When pressed, Liebe told the
story about stopping over on the
island of Okinawa to refuel on the
way to Japan. Whoever fueled the
aircraft forgot to put the cap back
on.

“We were airborne when some-
one looked out and saw gaso-
line splattering out of one of our
engines,” he said. “We landed, put
on the gas cap and went on our
way to Japan.”

At times during the party, Liebe
went silent. His son, John, filled in
blanks.

“At the end of the war, he was
selected to be with General Doug-
las MacArthur in his honor guard
on the USS Missouri,” John said.
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“Those are pretty high accolades,
Dad.”

Indeed. On Sept. 2, 1945, the
Japanese formally surrendered
aboard the Missouri and the gener-
al’s honor guard was aboard.

Liebe didn’t elaborate on his
son’s remarks, which his family
says is typical.

“He’s the quietest, most hum-
ble person I’ve known,” Gettmann
said of his grandfather.

At war’s end, Liebe returned
home a 23-year-old with a lifetime
of experience.

“He came home a very old
young man,” said younger brother,
Bill Liebe, of Pilot Rock.

“We’re glad you made it home
in one piece,” said Ron Linn, sit-
ting at the opposite end of the table.

Liebe concurred. He described
arriving back in the states by ship,
passing under the Golden Gate
Bridge.

“It was the most wonderful
feeling,” he said. “I was glad to be
home.”

After the war, Liebe learned to
fly on dirt runways at the Hermis-
ton Airport using GI Bill benefits
to pay for the lessons.

“I learned to fly in an old tail-
dragger,” Liebe said.

The veteran had a long career at
the Umatilla Chemical Depot.

Mark Gettmann, of Seattle, mar-
veled at his grandfather, lamenting
that someday he will no longer be
around to share his rich history.

“He’s a treasure we’re not going
to be able to enjoy forever,” Gett-
mann said.

Before heading out from the
airport, Liebe got into airport
board member Mike Martin’s Ford
Ranger and was chauffeured into a
hangar where he feasted his eyes
on a variety of airplanes.

Though lunch at Denny’s had
gone bust, Liebe seemed happy
with the alternative destination —
and the avalanche of appreciation
and curiosity he found there.
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You can
find your
dream home

Check out our
Real Estate Listings
in the Classifieds
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YARD SALE
Sunday September 1st from
9:00am-7:00pm and Monday
the 2nd from 7:00am-1:00pm.
79560 Winn Road in Weston
Oregon.

Freezer, refrigerator, futon,
misc. household goods, fertiliz-
er spreader, clothing, canning
jars, desks, filing cabinets,
wood trim, electrical devices,
AC, microwave and much more!

502 Real Estate

Turn Here Realty & Travel for
all your Real Estate Needs-Call
Kerry 541 377 6855 -Licensed
in Oregon to find the home on

your list.
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

One Realtor accessing all
properties--Prompt, Courteous,
Reliable service with TURN
HERE REALTY to find your
New Home Call Kerry 541 377
6855 or drop by
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

504 Homes for Sale

Protection and Representation
with all Real Estate in Oregon-
To Buy or Sell the home on your
list Call Kerry at 541 377 6855
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

$395,000 NEW LISTING Time
to Wash Car Wash. 27,443lot-
witha 3349 building High traffic
area. RMLS#19615657 Call Kal
for more info (541) 969-7358.
Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

New Listing 712 SE Court . Car
wash or Espresso shop on a very
high traffic intersection. $ 94950
Priced to Sell RMLS#19111739
Call Kal for more info (541) 969-
7358
Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

1st time home buyers and don’t
know where to begin? | can help
you every step of the way to
owning your own doorstep.
Call Carolyn Rovier
so we can get started!
Ranch-N-Home Realty
541-786-0822

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

$239,999- RMLS #18081947
New Listing 4 b/r 1 3/4 bath
North  Hill. Freshly painted,
beautiful hardwood floors just
refinished. Great family home.
Call Shane for more info (541)
379-7802.
Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

RMLS#18381851

Pendleton Property 3 br 2 bath
manufactured home on a big
lot with small 2 b/r 1bath rental
house on same lot. Priced to sell
at $145,000. Call Cathy for more
info. (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

Looking for work?
Check out our job listings

Prices are up! Now may be the
time to gain some equity and
move up to a larger home. Call
Matt Vogler for a free Market
Analysis.
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Current MLS listings include
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions. Call Matt Vogler, “The
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.
John J. Howard & Assoc.
541.377.9470

NEWLISTING RMLS#19061366
2 HOUSES ON ONE LOT. Live
in 2 b/r 1 bath. rent the oth-
er home. Lots of potential in
this property.Priced to sell at
$195000 Call Cathy for more
info (541) 215-0103
Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

Your new home is waiting for
you and its time for the move
-.SIZE UP or SIZE DOWN---
Call Turn Here Realty at 541

377 6855 and connect to ALL
properties with ONE reliable
Realtor-Licensed in Oregon

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

$575,000
Historic and grand character
w/updated livability. 7 bedroom,

3.5 bath. Basement apart-
ment option. Larger North Hill
lot. Vicki 541-969-9441cell.
#19204138

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

Fast OREGONIAN
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Find Your
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$199,900

Full of Amenities. Updated
home w/large family room and
great flow to private backyard,
great for entertaining. detached
garage with heated shop. Jef
541-969-9539cell. #19032421

Coldwell Banker Whitney &

$135000 — 3 Bedroom 1 Bath
Ranch Style in Pilot Rock.
Hardwood Floors. Vinyl Siding.
Large Fenced Back Yard. Cen-
tral Air Conditioning. Very nice
home. MLS# 19534828

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you

Associates are”
541-276-0021 541-379-8690
$244,900 $305,000 - 4 Bedroom 3

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED
5-bedroom, 2-bath in lovely
neighborhood that’s as high on
the walkability scale as it is on
the charm! Molly Webb 541-
969-4188 #19501389

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

Bath Tri Level. Very nice
throughout. Large fenced yard.
Updated kitchen. Large deck
and nice city view. Close to
shopping. MLS# 19655891
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)

CLASSIFIEDS ARE the place tc
but it, sell it or find it...
check us out for what you need!
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$184,500 — 6 Bed 2.5 Bath on
North Hill. 3000+ sq. ft. Hard-
wood floors upstairs. 2 car
garage. Quiet neighborhood.
Needs cosmetics. Priced to sell.
MLS# 19351147

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
541-379-8690

$387,500 — 4 Bedroom 3 Bath
3754 sq. ft. Mid-Century Mod-
ern, Panoramic View. Private
setting. Wonderful home for
privacy or entertaining. MLS#
19205109

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
541-379-8690

$119,000 — 2 Bedroom 1 Bath
Log Cabin near tollgate. Ap-
proximately 2 acres. 100 yards
from Snowmobile trail entrance.
Cash only, will not finance.
MLS# 19024843

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
541-379-8690

DON'T BUY ANYTHING
before checking the classifieds

$115,000 — Pilot Rock 3 Bed-
room 1 Bath MFG Home. Very
nice condition inside and out-
side. Carport. Fenced yard.
Large Shed. Gas Fireplace.
Newer flooring. MLS# 19609256
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
541-379-8690




