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By JADE MCDOWELL AND ALEX CASTLE
STAFF WRITERS

Billions of dollars in new federal 
funding for bridge repair could trans-
late into benefi ts for Umatilla County.

Last week, Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Or-
egon, announced he and Sens. Sherrod 
Brown, D-Ohio, and Sheldon White-
house, D-Rhode Island, had secured 
$3.25 billion for bridge repairs in a 
highway package that is expected to 
pass out of the Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee.

The Bridge Investment Act would 
create a federal grant program to assist 
states and local governments in replac-
ing or repairing bridges in poor condi-
tion, on the condition they use Ameri-
can-made steel.

“All across Oregon, I hear concerns 
from Oregonians about our nation’s 
crumbling infrastructure,” Wyden said 
in a statement. “With over half of the 
bridges in Oregon being more than half 
a century old, our state is particularly 
vulnerable.”

According to a 2018 report by the 
Oregon Department of Transportation, 
ODOT’s District 12, which includes 
Umatilla and Morrow counties and 
small portions of Grant, Wheeler and 
Gilliam, contains two bridges that are 
in poor condition. One is the Inter-
state 82 Oregon-bound bridge over 
the Columbia River and the other is 
an Interstate 84 bridge over Meacham 
Creek just south of Meacham.

Construction to replace the deck 
and restore structural integrity to the 
I-82 bridge, built in 1955, was com-
pleted in June of this year by the Wash-
ington Department of Transportation, 
which split the cost of the project with 
Oregon.

Umatilla County public works direc-
tor Tom Fellows said he’ll need to see 
more details of the proposed federal 
funding to know how it may impact the 
area’s bridges.

Fellows said there’s certainly a few 
in need of repair. While he awaits spe-
cifi c details, he expects any funding 
that is given to Oregon will go through 
the state’s bridge program.

In the program, counties submit 
bridges to the state, particularly larger 
ones, that drop below a 50% suffi -
ciency rating. The state then divvies up 
its funding among the bridges on the 
list.

In 2014, ODOT released the High-
ways Seismic Plus Report, which stated 
a fi ve-phase plan calling for $5 billion 
to improving 718 bridges throughout 
Oregon, with an eye on making the 
state’s roads less likely to fail in the 
event of a major earthquake. Not a sin-
gle bridge from Umatilla County was 
included in that plan.

The state legislature passed an 
ambitious plan in 2017 that put $5.3 
billion toward transportation projects, 
including bridge improvements. Still, 
a majority of state funds was dedi-
cated to bridges in the west that are at 
greater risk of suffering damage from 
an earthquake.

Fellows is optimistic that this fund-
ing could change that.

“What is going to happen, I sus-
pect, is that this money will go into the 
bridge program and the state’s cut line 
will move down, which may mean now 
one or two of the bridges is included,” 
he said.

In addition to the two bridges rated 
“poor,” 94 of District 12’s bridges are 
considered in fair condition, and the 
other 60 are considered in good con-
dition. ODOT’s report only includes 
bridges on state highways and 
interstates.

Five of the district’s bridges will 
turn 100 in 2021: highway crossings 
over Hinton Creek, Willow Creek and 
Blackhorse Creek in Heppner and two 
bridges over Emigrant Hill Frontage 
Road outside of Meacham.

According to the Federal High-

way Administration, Oregon has 422 
bridges considered “structurally defi -
cient.” About half of them are city- and 
county-owned bridges in rural parts of 
the state. Six of the state’s structurally 
defi cient bridges are on interstates. A 
2018 report by the administration esti-
mates that proposed bridge projects in 
Oregon currently add up to $1.8 trillion 
in costs.

When reached for comment, ODOT 
spokesperson Katherine Benenati said 
it’s too early to say what the process 
will look like for how the federal funds 
could be distributed throughout the 
state and what impact, if any, it would 
have on projects in Eastern Oregon.

However, ODOT will gladly wel-
come the federal help.

“Any additional funding Congress 
can provide would be put to good use,” 
Benenati said.

Regardless of where the fund-
ing ends up, state Rep. Greg Smith, 
R-Heppner, said the area’s bridges “are 
in desperate need of repair” and thinks 
the funding sends the right message of 
investing in infrastructure.

“Public sector investments lead to 
private sector investments,” Smith 
said. “These type of infrastructure proj-
ects make our area more acceptable to 
businesses while also making it more 
effi cient and safer for our citizens.”

Along with potentially drawing pri-
vate investments, Smith said the fed-
eral investment sets the stage for Ore-
gon to double down on its commitment 
to infrastructure projects. He’ll be look-
ing into whether the state can match 
any federal funding with state dollars.

The Bridge Investment Act will be 
part of a larger infrastructure pack-
age that could also include funding for 
roads, according to the news release 
sent out by Wyden. The bridge grants 
would allow entities “of all sizes and 
scope to apply for funding” including 
states, counties, cities, special districts, 
federal agencies and Indian tribes.

Federal funds could help shore up 
structurally defi cient bridges

By ALEX CASTLE
STAFF WRITER

The U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Maritime 
Administration (MARAD) 
announced Friday it 
approved the Port of Mor-
row for a Marine High-
way Designation, which 
enables the port to expand 
its barge service and makes 
it eligible to apply for fed-
eral funding.

The approval came 
after the port’s request that 
included bipartisan sup-
port from the state’s Dem-
ocratic U.S. senators, Sen. 
Jeff Merkely and Sen. Ron 
Wyden, along with Rep. 
Greg Walden, R-Hood 
River. Of the 34 issued 
around the country, this is 
just the third such designa-
tion awarded to projects on 
the West Coast.

“We are incredibly 
thankful for the desig-
nation for MARAD and 
would like to thank Sen. 
Merkley, Sen. Wyden and 
Rep. Walden for all their 
support in helping secure 
this designation,” said 

Ryan Neal, Port of Morrow 
executive director.

The port can now 
apply for funding from 
MARAD’s America’s 
Marine Highway Program 
(AMHP), which received 
$7 million from Congress 
in the last fi scal year. Erica 
Lasater, Port of Morrow’s 
communications manager, 
said the port is looking 
into applying for a grant to 
open up terminal 1, which 
would increase the services 
taking place at the port.

With more projects that 
expand the port’s services 
possible with federal fund-
ing now available, the port 
and those that supported its 
designation are hoping it 
will create more jobs in the 
region.

“Oregon’s coastal and 
inland ports support local 
economies across our state 
by providing the kinds of 
great jobs that people can 
raise their families on, 
and by making it easier 
to transport goods to and 
from our communities and 
across the world,” Merkely 
said in a press release.

Port of Morrow approved for 
Marine Highway Designation
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A wind tower blade is removed from a fl atbed railcar from 

the railroad loop at the Port of Morrow in Boardman earlier 

this year.  
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$179,900
GREAT NORTH HILL START-
ER HOME! New HVAC, roof, 
electrical, kitchen w/quartz 
countertops, and stainless-steel 
appliances.  Molly Webb 541-
969-4188 MLS# 19219200 

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

$135000 – 3 Bedroom 1 Bath 
Ranch Style in Pilot Rock.  
Hardwood Floors.  Vinyl Siding.  
Large Fenced Back Yard.   Cen-
tral Air Conditioning.   Very nice 
home.   MLS# 19534828 

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690  

504 Homes for Sale
NEW LISTING  RMLS#19061366
2 HOUSES ON ONE LOT.  Live 
in 2 b/r 1 bath. rent the oth-
er home.  Lots of potential in 
this property.Priced to sell at 
$195000  Call Cathy for more 
info  (541) 215-0103

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

SIZE UP or SIZE DOWN---Your 
new home is waiting for you and 
its time for the move -. Call Turn 
Here Realty at 541 377 6855 
and connect to ALL properties 
with ONE reliable Realtor. 

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

SELL IT- in the Classifieds!
$423,000
Large lot, open span building w/
high ceilings.  ADA bath w/show-
er. Two tennis courts w/separate 
lighting options.  Office, lobby.  
Overhead door on side.  Vicki 
541-969-9441 cell.  #19405807
  

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

504 Homes for Sale
Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to a larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470 

$395,000 NEW LISTING  Time 
to Wash Car Wash.  27,443lot-
witha 3349 building  High traffic 
area.  RMLS#19615657 Call Kal 
for more info   (541) 969-7358.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
541.377.9470    

New Listing  712 SE Court . Car 
wash or Espresso shop on a very 
high traffic intersection. $ 94950 
Priced to Sell RMLS#19111739  
Call Kal for more info  (541) 969-
7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

SUMMER LISTINGS coming on 
market--Call 541 377 6855 to 
find the home for you-- TURN 
HERE at 305 SW Court or call 
541 377 6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

1st time home buyers and don’t 
know where to begin? I can help 
you every step of the way to 
owning your own doorstep.

Call Carolyn Rovier 
so we can get started!
Ranch-N-Home Realty

541-786-0822  

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

$239,999- RMLS #18081947  
New Listing  4 b/r 1 3/4 bath 
North Hill. Freshly painted, 
beautiful hardwood floors just 
refinished. Great family home. 
Call Shane for more info (541) 
379-7802.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931 

RMLS#18381851
Pendleton Property 3 br 2 bath 
manufactured home on a big 
lot with small  2 b/r 1bath rental 
house on same lot. Priced to sell 
at $149,990. Call Cathy for more 
info.  (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                           

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

2008 Goldstream vista cruiser 
type C

sleeps six, slid out
$53,000

5413102034

360 Garage Sales
Muli-household yard sale!
421 NW 11th in Pendleton

Saturday and Sunday
from 8 to 4

Lots of good stuff for you to find!

Garage Sale
Saturday the 3rd from 8 to 4
71149 SW Douglas drive in 

Pendleton.

Lots of furniture, electric wheel-
chair, tools, generator, bedding, 
housewares, fencing and misc.

6 FAMILY YARD SALE
Saturday only

August 3rd
7:30 to 2:30

At 1819 SW 42nd street in 
Pendleton

Go left at McKay school then go 
left on Sherdon.

We have a huge amount of 
everything!

SAT-SUN.  Near Lighthouse 
Church.  Bedding, shoes, 
women’s clothes-mostly pe-
tite, men’s clothes, pots and 
pans, home decor, crafts, 
games, books, weather 
equipment.  Multi-Family, 
Household Items, 2102 NW 
Despain Ave Pendleton. Sat 
Aug 3  8am to noon and Sun 
Aug 4  8 am to noon  

502 Real Estate
How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

What is on your wishlist?? 
Prompt, Courteous, Reliable 
service with TURN HERE RE-
ALTY to find your New Home 
Call Kerry 541 377 6855  . (One 
Realtor accessing all listings 
available in our area)

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

504 Homes for Sale
Never been a better time to sell. 
Get a FREE market analysis call

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
2:30PM the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

184 Personals

Use an attention getter, 
color, or border to make your 

ad stand out!

Contact Rowan or Chloe at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

104 Special Notices

You can 

find your 
dream home

Check out our 
Real Estate Listings

in the Classifieds

BUY IT! SELL IT!

FIND IT!

CALL

1-800-962-2819


