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A handful of local high 
school students were among 
the 37 chosen from across 
the state to participate in 
the 27th annual MedQuest 
Health Career Exploration 
Camp. In addition, a Uma-
tilla resident will serve as 
one of the camp counselors.

Based at Eastern Oregon 
University in La Grande, 
the special summer camp is 
offered to students interested 
in pursuing a career in the 
healthcare fi eld. The North-
east Oregon Area Health 
Education Center announced 
that local students include 
Venus Gonzalez and Cindy 
Quezada, both of Hermiston 
High School; Edith Gonza-
lez, Irrigon High School; 
and Yeidi Ramos Mendoza, 
Riverside Jr/Sr High School. 
Applicants were selected 
based on extracurricular 
involvement, essays, aca-
demic performance and pas-
sion for the healthcare fi eld.

Yessenia Garcia-San-
chez, who had the unique 
honor of being selected to 
participate as a MedQuest 
camper in both 2016 and 
2018, is new to the camp 
staff team this year. A 2018 

Umatilla High School grad-
uate, Garcia-Sanchez earned 
dual credits at Blue Moun-
tain Community College, 
where she is currently study-
ing to obtain an associate’s 
degree. She hopes to attend 

the Oregon Health & Sci-
ence University School of 
Nursing at La Grande.

During the June 16-21 
camp, students will engage 
in a variety of unique med-
ical experiences, including 

job shadows, panel discus-
sions with local health care 
providers, tours of medical 
facilities and more. Many 
past campers have gone on 
to pursue careers as doctors, 
nurses, dentists, physical 

therapists and other health 
care professions.

With a shortage of people 

in the healthcare fi eld, espe-
cially in rural areas, Brittany 
Hargrove said the program 
contributes to the philoso-
phy of “growing your own” 
health care professionals. 
The hope is that many of 
them will return to work in 
underserved communities.

The camp, Hargrove 
said, provides an immer-
sive experience of life on a 
college campus and offers 
a clearer picture of work in 
medical careers. In addition, 
it often leads to an increased 
passion to pursue a career in 
a rural health care setting.

Many area health care 
workers have been support-
ive of the program, includ-
ing Dr. Don Benschoter. A 
former NEOAHEC board 
member, the retired Pendle-
ton dentist provided a sub-
stantial scholarship donation 
to assist with tuition for stu-
dents in need.

For more information 
about the camp and other 
programs offered by NEO-
AHEC, contact Hargrove at 
541-962-3422, bhargrove@
neoachec.org or search 
www.neoahec.org.

The Hale twins, Juanita 
Mary Proctor and Margaret 
Frances Pieper, were born 
May 22, 1929, in Heppner, 
to Vier and Mary Hale.

Recently turning 90, the 
twins are currently living 
at Avamere of Hermiston. 
Family and friends recently 
celebrated with Juanita and 
Margaret during a birth-
day gathering held at the 
Our Lady of Angels Cath-
olic Church parish hall in 
Hermiston.

The twins grew up in 
McDonald Canyon on 
a 3500-acre ranch with 
their mom, uncle Char-
lie and Irish grandparents, 
Phil and Mary Hirl. They 
attended their fi rst seven 
years of school in a one-
room schoolhouse near 
their home; and later went 
to school in Heppner, grad-
uating in 1947. After gradu-

ation, Margaret and Juanita 
both moved to Hermiston.

In 1950, Nita mar-
ried Leroy “Rocky” Proc-
tor. Nita and Rocky raised 
fi ve children, Clarence, 
Pat (Smith), Mike, Mary 
Ann (Munkers), and The-
resa (Proctor-Reece) from 
which they had 11 grand-
children, 17 great-grand-
children and one great-

great-grandchild. They 
built a wonderful life 
working together on their 
ranch in Irrigon where they 
raised beef cattle, grass 
hay, chickens and horses 
until Rocky’s death in 
2011.

In 1951, Margaret met 
and married the love of 
her life, Bill Bunten, while 
working at the Umatilla 

Army Depot. He died in 
1965. In 1968, Margaret 
married Arnie Pieper (who 
died in 1982). They bought 
a farm on Buttercreek, 
which is now Westwinds 
Nursery. Margaret is espe-
cially proud of her children, 
Pam, Sally, Billy, John, Jim 
and Lori along with her 
15 grandchildren and 21 
great-grandchildren.

The twins enjoy hang-
ing out for lunch and din-
ner while visiting with 
friends and family at Ava-
mere of Hermiston. They 
enjoy reminiscing about 
the old days and love 
spending quality time with 
their families.

— — — 
For a full story about the 
twins written by Theresa 
Proctor-Reece, search 
www.hermistonherald.
com.

Local students chosen for health career camp
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High school students participate in the 2018 MedQuest Health Career Exploration Camp. Based at Eastern Oregon University in 

La Grande, a handful of local students have been chosen for this year’s camp.

Hale twins celebrate 90th birthday
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Juanita Mary Proctor & Margaret Frances Pieper (then and 

now).

Student leaders from 
Hermiston were recognized 
April 28 during the Ore-
gon Association of Student 
Councils spring confer-
ence, held at the Red Lion 
Hotel at Jantzen Beach in 
Portland.

Hermiston High School 
and Armand Larive Mid-
dle School student councils 
each received Gold Coun-
cil awards for outstanding 
achievements. The high 
school group was one of 
16 schools from across 
the state that received the 
honor. Armand Larive was 
one of only three middle 
schools to earn the distinc-
tion. In addition, Sandstone 

Middle School brought 
home the Silver Council 
award.

Recognition is pre-
sented to student councils 
when they achieve stan-
dards related to community 
service, by creating events 
that promote school spirit 
and pride, sportsmanship, 
unity, recognition and lead-
ership training, said Maria 
Duron, district communi-
cations offi cer. This is the 
second year in a row the 
schools have been hon-
ored at the conference, she 
added.

Club advisors Dave 
Rohrman, HHS social stud-
ies teacher; Cathy Kay, 

Armand Larive math and 
science teacher; and Sara 
Marks, Sandstone language 
arts teacher and leadership 
club advisor; were pleased 
with the recognition.

“I am impressed with 

our student leaders,” Marks 
said. “I am proud of their 
accomplishment and can-
not wait for next year to see 
what difference our leaders 
will make in our school and 
community.”

Hermiston secondary schools shine with awards
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The Hermiston High School student council was one of 16 

high schools from across the state to receive the Gold Council 

award from the Oregon Association of Student Councils.

Tickets online or 

call 800.323.7330

Eagle Cap Excursion Train

Schedule & Descriptions www.eaglecaptrainrides.com 

Gold Rush Bandits to Rob Train!

    Saturday, June 15 

    & Sunday, June 16 

Info & Training Sessions
Starting June 10th, 2019

Call a local CASA Coordinator  
for details!

Hermiston: (541) 667-6169
Pendleton: (541) 278-6292

umchs.org/CASA

Make a  
difference in a  

foster child’s life.

Become a CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocate

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjoy big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

   

855-977-9436
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 • 50X faster than DSL!!** • High speed with fiber optic technology

• Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLink™  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers vary by speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 • Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps • Available everywhere

• Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

Speed performance allowing you to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

Debt managers not 
managing debt?

dfr.oregon.gov

Know before you owe

To share your 
worship times call 

541-278-2678

Our Lady of Angels 
Catholic Church

565 W. HERMISTON AVE.
DAILY MASS:

Monday-Friday .......................................... English 7:00 am

Thursday ....................................................Spanish 6:00 pm

SATURDAY: .............................................. English 5:00 pm

....................................................................Spanish 7:00 pm

SUNDAY:................................................... English 9:00 am

................................................................Bilingual 11:00 am

....................................................................Spanish 1:00 pm

Office ..................................................................... 567-5812

First Christian 
Church 

“Proclaiming the Message of 
Hope, Living the Gospel of Love” 

Sunday School 9:15am
Worship Service 10:30am

567-3013
775 W. Highland Ave., Hermiston

WORSHIP       

COMMUNITY

The Full Gospel
Home Church

235 SW 3rd

Phone 567-7678

Rev. Ed Baker - Rev. Nina Baker
Sunday: 

Sunday School........10:00 am
Worship...................11:00 am
Evening Service........7:00 pm
Wednesday Service..7:00 pm

“Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you.”

1 Pet. 5:7

191 E. Gladys Ave , Hermiston OR 
Sunday Worship 11am  •  541-567-3002 

Nursery available   Check us out on Face Book 

Worship Livestream at herfumc.com

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor 

First United 

Methodist 

Church
Hermiston

LANDMARK BAPTIST 

CHURCH 
125 E. Beech Ave. • 567-3232

Pastor David Dever
Sun. Bible Classes...................10:00am
Sun. Worship Service..............11:00am
Sun. Evening Worship..............6:00pm
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study......6:00pm
www.hermistonlmbc.com

Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Saturdays
Sabbath School........9:30 a.m.
Worship Service......11:00 a.m.

English & Spanish Services

567-8241
Hermiston Jr. Academy 

1300 NW Academy Lane, •  Hermiston

1520 W ORCHARD AVE

Sunday Worship Service

10:30 am Classes for Kids @ 9:15 am

SEEKING JESUS, SHARING LIFE,  

SERVING PEOPLE

www.hermistonnazarene.org

 St. Johns
 Episcopal Church

 Scripture, Tradition and Reason
 Family service 9am Sunday

 N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th,  Hermiston

 Join Us 
 On Our Journey 

 With Jesus.

 We are an all inclusive Church 
 who welcomes all.

t. PH: 567-6672

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Pastor J.C. Barnett
Children’s Church &  
Nursery Available

700 West Orchard Avenue
P.O. Box 933 

Hermiston, Oregon

541-567-8441


