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Plenty of successful people 
attended community college.

The list includes George Lucas, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Tom 
Hanks and Morgan Freeman. The 
fi rst woman to command a shut-
tle mission, Eileen Collins, started 
her rise in community college and 
so did Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, the 
fi rst Hispanic woman elected to 
Congress.

Among them is Dennis Bai-
ley-Fougnier, who this month 
became the seventh president 
of Blue Mountain Community 
College.

Bailey-Fougnier, the fi rst in his 
family to go beyond high school, 
attended community college in 
his native Colorado near the farm 
where he grew up.

Eventually transferring to Uni-
versity of Oregon, he said he didn’t 
set out to be a college president, 
instead studying public policy and 
historic preservation at the School 
of Architecture. To earn money, he 
worked in the school’s admissions 
offi ce, leading student tours and 
talking to high school seniors about 
going to college. The part-time gig 
changed his trajectory.

“I tell people I’m still doing my 
work study job,” he said.

The job evolved into full-time 
admissions work for three colleges 
in Kansas, Virginia and Oregon. In 
1991, he left the University of Ore-
gon to become recruitment coor-

dinator for Portland Community 
College. The move to a community 
college brought him full circle.

“Within days I felt like this is 
where I fi t,” Bailey-Fougnier said. 
“This is where I belong.”

After PCC, he worked as chief 
executive at Western Colorado 
Community College. He started his 
fi rst offi cial day of work at BMCC 
on May 1.

On May 14, Bailey-Fougnier sat 
at a small table in his offi ce near a 
sliding glass door that revealed a 
swath of his new city and a patio 
that a family of California quail 
visits each day. Behind his wooden 
desk, a huge welcome-to-campus 
card signed by student ambassa-

dors and Associated Student Gov-
ernment offi cers adorned the wall.

The president sat back in his 
chair and tried to verbalize why 
he loves community colleges so 
much. He decided to tell a story. 
One day at PCC, Bailey-Fougnier 
said, he stepped out of his offi ce 
and didn’t notice a woman walking 
by. They collided and he caught her 
before she fell.

“She was crying,” Bai-
ley-Fougnier recalled. “I said, ‘Oh, 
my god, I’m sorry.’”

The woman, a non-traditional 
student with several children, 
rushed to assure Bailey-Fougnier 
that he wasn’t the cause of her 
tears.

“Come to fi nd out her husband 
had left her and cleaned out the 
bank account,” he said. “She didn’t 
have anything.”

A neighbor had urged her to 
check out the community college. 
At the time, PCC had a program 
designed to get displaced house-
wives back into the workforce and 
Bailey-Fougnier connected her 
with the people running the six-
week program. The woman contin-
ued on in college, eventually earn-
ing her doctorate at Portland State. 
Periodically, she returned to Bai-
ley-Fougnier to give him enthusi-
astic updates.

He said the story illustrates the 
type of people who attend commu-
nity colleges.

“I love watching people who 
value education and don’t feel like 
it’s owed to them,” he said. “Every 
little step is a big win. I watch them 
go from not believing in them-
selves to having a huge amount of 
confi dence.”

In these early days at BMCC, 
Bailey-Fougnier isn’t spend-
ing much time in his big, light-
drenched offi ce. He has visited 
most of the BMCC centers around 
Northeast Oregon and had sit-
downs with community members, 
employers, city and county leaders, 
college employees and students.

The next day brought more 
of the same. He started the day 
at the monthly 7 a.m. legisla-
tive video session with Sen. Bill 
Hansell, R-Athena. From there, 
Bailey-Fougnier moved to a morn-

ing-long gathering of his vice pres-
idents and then attended two other 
meetings before heading to Salem 
for two days of the Oregon Presi-
dents Council, a meeting of all 17 
Oregon community college presi-
dents. In Salem, he will also meet 
past president Camille Preus, 
who is now executive director of 
the Oregon Community College 
Association.

“I’m in the fi rehose stage,” he 
said. “There’s so much coming at 
me. I’ve had a lot of really good 
conversations.”

In describing his leadership 
style, he said he prefers a consen-
sus form of decision making if 
possible.

“Ultimately the buck stops with 
me, but I want a campus environ-
ment where we are transparent and 
open with everyone from students 
to faculty to administrators when 
we’re talking about issues,” Bai-
ley-Fougnier said. “I never want to 
leave people out of decisions.”

The new president is living in 
a trailer park while he looks for a 
house, bunking in his dad’s fi fth-
wheel. He hopes to fi nd a place 
before his snowbird father picks up 
the fi fth-wheel and heads south for 
the winter.

Bailey-Fougnier’s partner, 
Mark Mauceri, soon will join him 
in Pendleton. Mauceri has actu-
ally spent more time in the city 
than Bailey-Fougnier as he served 
as project manager for the build of 
the Wildhorse Resort golf course in 
1996 and 1997.

New BMCC president got start in community college
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Dennis Bailey-Fougnier is the seventh president of Blue Mountain 

Community College in Pendleton.
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Send resume and letter  
of interest to:  

hr@eomediagroup.com
or pick up an application at  
211 SE Byers, Pendleton

Driver needed 
to deliver 

publications  
in NE Oregon.  
Must be able 

to lift up to 50 
pounds, have 
a valid driver’s 
license and a 
good driving 

record.  
30-40 hours per 
week. Drug test, 

driving record 
and criminal 
background 

checks will be 
completed 
before hire.

Driver

EAST OREGON EVENTS
Find all your local events at

EASTERNOREGONEVENTS.COM

Its so easy to get your 
Classified ad! Just call
800-962-2819

504 Homes for Sale

Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to a larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470               

For sale by owner:
$352,000

Log cabin, very nice setting 
bordering Umatilla River near 

Pendleton OR. 
8 acres

New: Roof, gas furnace, double 
paned windows, fencing, chink-
ing, cement patio, (1856 S.F.)

Contact 541-429-1113 

New Listing
$189,000 – 6 Bed 2.5 Bath on 
North Hill.  3000+ sq. ft.  Hard-
wood floors upstairs.  2 car 
garage.  Quiet neighborhood.  
Needs cosmetics.  Priced to sell.  
MLS# 19351147

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690     

New Listing
397,000 –    4 Bedroom 3 Bath 
3754 sq. ft. Mid Century Exec-
utive Home.  Panoramic View.  
Private setting.  Wonderful 
home for privacy or entertaining.  
MLS# 19205109   

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690     

504 Homes for Sale

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

$178,500
Tons of charm/lower North Hill.  
2, possible 3, bedrooms.  Very 
nice kitchen, gas range.  Hard-
wood floors.  Many upgrades.  
Central HVAC.  Call Vicki 541-
969-9441cell.  #19377899

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

$45,000                 
PRICE REDUCED! GREAT 
VIEWS/1.49 ACRES ON 2 CITY 
TAX LOTS.  Zoned for stick built 
or manufactured home.  City 
sewer/water to property.  Cari 
541-377-5058 cell #13575330

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

$199,000
FRESH & NEW North Hill 4-bed-
room, 2-bath. NEW roof, elec-
trical, kitchen, bath, and HVAC 
with fresh updates throughout!  
Molly Webb 541-969-4188cell  
#19219200

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

504 Homes for Sale

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
541.377.9470    

$239,999- RMLS #18081947  
New Listing  4 b/r 1 3/4 bath 
North Hill. Freshly painted, 
beautiful hardwood floors just 
refinished. Great family home. 
Call Shane for more info (541) 
379-7802.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931    

Spring has Sprung and its time 
for the move -Size up or Size 
Down. Call Turn Here Realty at 
541 377 6855 and connect to 
ALL properties with ONE reli-
able Realtor. TURN HERE RE-
ALTY
Turn Here Realty and Travel

305 SW Court Ave.  
to find your New Home.  

$275,000 – 1846 Sq. Ft  4 Bed-
room 2 Bath Ranch Style home 
on .41 acre.   5 miles South of 
Pendleton.  Recent remodel 
throughout.  Country living at its 
best.  MLS# 19426984

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690     

New Listing…
$105,000 – 2 Bed 1 Bath in Pilot 
Rock.  Excellent shape inside 
and outside.  Fenced Yard.  Two 
outbuildings.  Carport .  MLS# 
19318981

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690     

504 Homes for Sale

Find the House on your list-
-Speak with Kerry to access 
all homes in the area  . TURN 
HERE at 305 SW Court or call 
541 377 6855
Turn Here Realty and Travel

305 SW Court Ave.  

601 & 606 SE Emigrant build-
ing for sale.  3582 sq ft plus 
full basement. 5000 sq.ft lot.
$79,500 RMLS#18684546  Call 
Kal for more info   (541) 969-7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

 $79500 611to 615 SE Emigrant 
Four garage bays inside 3910 
sq.ft concrete block building  
RMLS#18684546  Call Kal for 
more info  (541) 969-7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

$395,000 NEW LISTING  Time 
to Wash Car Wash.  27,443lot-
witha 3349 building  High traffic 
area.  RMLS#19615657 Call Kal 
for more info   (541) 969-7358.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

Thinking of selling? Now is a 
great time to sell, spring is final-
ly here. Give me a call today to 
get your home listed and SOLD! 

Call Carolyn Rovier 
541-786-0822

Ranch-N-Home Realty    

New Listing  712 SE Court . Car 
wash or Espresso shop on a very 
high traffic intersection. $ 94950 
Priced to Sell RMLS#19111739  
Call Kal for more info  (541) 969-
7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

GET A JOB...
check out the employment 

Classifieds today!

360 Garage Sales

Multi-Family yard sale!
May 24th to May 26th.
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Tools, Household items, and 
many more from five different 

families! 
Come see it at

High street in Adams Oregon

It’s time again for the Athena 
annual City Wide Yard Sale day.
Pick up your maps at the gro-
cery stores or various places 
around town.
Come join the fun in Athena, off 
Hwy 11 between Pendleton and 
Milton-Freewater.
20+ sales. Saturday May 18th. 
8-3.

Big Yard Sale, 47393 Shortmile 
rd. (Mission) Saturday 5/18 

9:30a.m. Stihl O39 Chainsaw, 
Electric trolling motor, antique 
oak sidetable, 6 1950’s vinyl 

and chrome dinette chairs, lots 
of collectibles and glassware, 
some clothing, shoes, jewelry, 
much misc. Under carport if 

rainy. Come take a look. 

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

Classified Ads work hard for you!

TURN HERE REALTY to find 
your New Home Call Kerry 541 
377 6855 for prompt courteous 
service and Turn into the Home 
on your wishlist.. (One Realtor 
accessing all listings available 
in our area)
Turn Here Realty and Travel

305 SW Court Ave.  
to find your New Home.

Come Cuddle a Koala--Sign 
up for the Oct tour Down Un-
der-TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL Drop by the office- 
Look for the big blue arrow on 
SW Court and or Call Kerry 541 
377 6855 for all the details.
Turn Here Realty and Travel

305 SW Court Ave.  
to find your New Home.

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
2:30PM the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

184 Personals

Use an attention getter, 
color, or border to make your 

ad stand out!

Contact Rowan or Chloe at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

Call for your classified ad today! 800-962-2819

360 Garage Sales

3 family yard sale - Sat, 25th 
8:00-4:00 @ 679 W Johns, 

Hermiston: 25 leather chairs, 
fishing poles, camping gear, 

yard tools, clothing, household 
items & so much more.

Ginormous garage sale 
Friday May 24th 10-4, 

Sat and Sun 9-4. 
Follow directions in Echo. 

Go to Estatesales.net for 
more info. 

YOUR DREAM HOME
is right here in the Classifieds!
Check our real estate listings.

Something for everyone in the Classifieds

WHY WAIT! GET YOUR CLASS AD NOW!


