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SALEM — In an effort 
to put more Oregon students 
on track to graduate, the 
Legislature’s Joint Commit-
tee on School Success has 
proposed everything from 
expanding access to pre-
school to expanding the 
school year to 180 days.

The committee’s wish list 
of education reforms totaled 
50 and together cost more 
than $3 billion, according to 
rough estimates by the Leg-
islative Fiscal Office. “It 
just illustrates the need that 
is out there,” said Rep. Julie 
Fahey, D-Eugene.

Committee leaders will 
draft a report on the rec-
ommendations by the first 
day of the legislative ses-
sion, which begins Jan. 22, 
said Committee Co-Chair 
Sen. Arnie Roblan, D-Coos 
Bay. The report will pro-
vide a foundation for later 
developing policies, a cost 
containment plan and a 
spending plan to improve 
graduation rates and school 
attendance — measures 
where Oregon lags behind 
most of the nation.

The committee is 
unlikely to offer a legisla-
tive spending package equal 

to that amount. “We are 
going to really quickly have 
to start thinking about how 
to prioritize all of the things 
on this spreadsheet,” Fahey 
said. “My prioritization per-
sonally is going to be what 
has the biggest bang for 
buck in terms of increased 
student outcomes … and 
then what is the best return 
on investment for our tax-
payer dollars.”

Investment in early 
learning typically delivers 
the strongest results in over-
all educational outcomes, 
said Michael Griffith of the 
Education Commission of 
the States who spoke to the 
committee Thursday night, 
Dec. 13.

Sen. Kathleen Taylor, 
D-Portland, pushed back 
on the idea of prioritiz-
ing the recommendations. 
“If we want to see the out-
comes … I don’t see how 
we are going to have these 
great improvements without 
doing basically all of this,” 
Taylor said.

Rep. Greg Smith, R-Hep-
pner, said the committee 
needs to craft a long-term 
vision for what they want a 
prized educator and prized 
student to look like and 
draft legislation to gradually 
accomplish that goal.

Bill Belichick is the National 
Football League’s version of the 
Grinch. The head coach of the New 
England Patriots recently said Christ-
mas is very inconvenient — coming 
in the middle of the football season.

Whatever. I enjoy the Christmas 
season — the festive music, holi-
day parties, tasty treats and the 
approaching NFL postseason.

But mostly, I like to give. I 
love finding the perfect gift for 
those that are special in my life. 
I enjoy seeing people open a 
gift I chose especially for them 
or hearing them share about 
what it means to them.

One thing I purchased/cre-
ated for my mom this year was 
a special Christmas ornament. 
Since John and I only have 
canine kids, my mommy is gram-
mama to Lucifer and the General.

I found an ornament that had a 
picture frame opening and underneath 
is written, “Grandkids.” I decided to 
alter it to say, “Granddogs.”

I decided it would be best to sand 

down the raised letters before writing 
“dogs.” How appropriate that I ended 
up using our doggie pedicure nail 
grinder — it worked perfectly. I can 
only imagine the look on gram-ma-
ma’s face when she opened it.

In addition to giving, I also like 
to receive. When the package came 

from my parents last week, 
I rifled through the box. My 
mom had hinted about send-
ing money as one of our gifts.

I look at monetary presents 
as an opportunity to purchase 
something that I may not oth-
erwise buy. Since I still had 
some shopping to do on Ama-
zon, I wanted to know how 
much I might have in case 
something caught my eye.

I found two identical gifts 
in the box. I told John I suspected 
they contained checks for each of us 
and suggested that we open them. He 
was more than happy to take a peek.

My parents enjoy knowing what 
we buy with our present money. The 
first year, we pooled our money and 

bought a flat screen TV. Last year, 
we spent half of it on heavy-duty dog 
harnesses (and I also purchased some 
titanium earrings and John got some 
vinyl records).

While I have yet to spend this 
year’s gift money, John ordered a 
really nice Hamilton Beach elec-
tric countertop stand mixer. I don’t 
think my folks will be too upset 
that he already spent the money. He 
promptly used it to make several 
dozen cookies, which were shipped 
off to them the next morning.

Despite Grinch Belichick’s senti-
ments about the holiday season, I’m 
looking forward to the regular sea-
son wrapping up. While my friends 
that are Seahawks fans are still on 
the edge of their seats, my Rams and 
Saints have already punched their 
tickets to the postseason.

——— 
Tammy Malgesini is the community 

editor. Her column, Inside my Shoes, 
includes general musings about life. 

Contact her at tmalgesini@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4539.
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Hermiston High School teacher Erika Keefauver passes 

out worksheets during a Oregon Teacher Pathways class in 

September in Hermiston.
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A less expetsive way to help get the dettal care you deserve

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125
Or www.dental50plus.com/25
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Imagine The Difference You Can Make
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Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!
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FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Get DIRECTV, THE ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT EXPERIENCE
For the 18th year in a row, DIRECTV has been rated higher in customer satisfaction than Cable.

As compared to other major subscription TV cable providers. Claim based on 2001-2018 ACSI surveys of customers rating their own TV provider’s performance.

  

CALL NOW and 
ask about Next 
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855-502-2578
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Autopay & Paperless bill req’d. $78/mo. 
in months 13-24 (subject to change).*
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& paperless bill discount for 12 mo. Pay $40/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.
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TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for 

details. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ^Live streaming and Video on Demand channels may vary by TV package, viewing location and device. Additional 

charges may apply for new releases. Out-of-home high-speed Internet connection. Additional features/channels may be available for in-home live-streaming when connected to an HD DVR with high-speed viewing requires data connection. All functions and programming subject to change at any time. 

Visit directv.com/streamdirectv for a list of compatible devices (sold separately) and details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All 
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The Family Gourmet Feast
2 65 oz.) Filet Mignons

2 65 oz.) Top Sirloins

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts 61 lb. pkg.)
2 64 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 63 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages

4 64 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 63 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 64 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

OS Seasoning Packet 

55586LDF | $199.91t separately

Combo Price $4999

tSavings shown over
aggregated single
item base price.

Plus, 4 more
Burgers

FREE

Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must ship with #55586. Standard S&H will be 

added. Expires 2/28/19. ©2018 OCG | 18M1531 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Call 1-877-717-9688 ask for 55586LDF 

www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

      

ONLY

$2399*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Order Now and SAVE 20% Only $23.99*  (reg. $29.95),  
plus $8.50 shipping & handling per item. 

Visit CrownMapleSpecial.com to order item SC-101-DA_Ea
Use Promo Code CROWN110  Order by Dec. 14, 2018 for Christmas delivery. 

Offer ends December 31, 2018 or while supplies last

Special Offer SAVE 20%

Things we want you to know: New consumer or small business (20 lines or less) Total Plan line with Unlimited Plus Data and port-in required. Purchase of a qualifying device via 0% APR 30-month Retail Installment 
Contract (RIC), credit approval and Device Protection+ required. Tax due at sale. All data on Unlimited Plus Plans automatically shifts to 2G speeds when each line reaches 25GB. The speed you receive will depend 
on many factors, including, but not limited to, your data plan terms, the device you use, your distance from a cell tower, topography and the amount of users on the network at the time of your session. A Regulatory 
Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Offers valid at participating 
locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Device Protection+ starts at $9.99/month per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel 
anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular’s Master 
Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply. 
See an associate or brochure for complete details. Offer applies to base memory model only. Offer Details: iPhone XR: Regular price $748.80 or $24.96/month, bill credit amount is $24.96/month; Samsung Galaxy 
S9: Regular price is $783 or $26.10/month, bill credit amount is $26.10/month; balance comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-month Retail Installment Contract; 0% APR, $0 down. Bill credit applied within three 
bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing with required price plan for entire 30-month RIC. Customer may lose bill credit if price plan is changed. In the event of cancellation of 
service, customer will be responsible for the entire Retail Installment Contract balance. The early upgrade program is not available with this offer. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support 
from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public 
Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2018 U.S. Cellular
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FREE

Switch and Get

Promotional pricing requires Total Plan with Unlimited Plus Data, new line, port-in, credit approval, qualified Smartphone purchase and Device Protection+  
and comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-month Retail Installment Contract. Taxes, fees and additional restrictions apply.


