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People searching for 
fresh-cut Christmas trees 
from charitable groups this 
holiday season may have a 
harder time finding the per-
fect tree. However, before 
dashing your hopes and 
buying a manufactured tree 
— look further, as they are 
available in the area.

As the supply of trees has 
dwindled across the nation, 
it has impacted local orga-
nizations. According to the 
Associated Press, the yule-
tide market decline sprouted 
a decade ago with an over-
abundance of Christmas 
trees and the Great Reces-
sion, which drove many 
growers out of business.

The Umatilla Volun-
teer Firefighters Associa-
tion announced it wouldn’t 
be selling trees this year. In 
addition to rising costs and 
shrinking proceeds — the 
group raises money to fund 
community projects, includ-
ing a Christmas basket pro-
gram providing food and 
gifts for needy families — 
increased time demands has 
limited people’s availability 
to run the Christmas tree lot.

The Boardman Firefight-
ers Association also are feel-
ing the heat. Although their 
sales started Sunday, Rich-
ard Hernandez said people 
won’t have as many choices.

“Due to rising cost and 
having to get a new vendor, 
we will be limited to selling 
only 100 trees this year,” he 
said.

The Hermiston Kiwanis 

Club, who have sold Christ-
mas trees since the ‘70s, are 
continuing with the fund-
raising effort, said Doug 
Barak. In recent years, the 
service club has ordered 400 
trees and sold out within two 
weeks. The group, Barak 
said, began sales Tuesday 
and will man the Christmas 
tree lot at the Hermiston 
Community Center until all 
are gone.

A handful of people asso-
ciated with Encore Wellness 
4 Life decided to branch 
out. Coach Payan’s Christ-
mas Trees is set up outside 
the recently relocated well-
ness clinic at 82346 Bucks 
Lane — near the Highway 

730 and 395 junction. While 
looking for the perfect 
Douglas, grand or noble fir, 
people are invited to warm 
up around the fire pit and 
enjoy hot chocolate, apple 
cider and candy canes. The 
lot is open daily from noon 
to 8 p.m. However, if people 
come by Monday through 
Friday mornings, clinic staff 
will assist them.

For the past decade, Jen-
nifer Armstrong has pro-
vided sports physicals to 
Umatilla students. With 
Family Health Associates 
now contracting with Uma-
tilla’s hospital district, the 
nurse practitioner pondered 
new ways to give back to the 

community. Her husband, 
Mark Keith, who previously 
assisted with the Umatilla 
firefighters tree lot, wanted 
people to still be able to pur-
chase Christmas trees in 
town. Kelly Payan, Encore’s 
operations manager, and her 
husband, Richard, dashed at 
the chance to help.

“What better way to give 
back than during the hol-
iday season?” said Rich-
ard Payan, the lot’s name-
sake. “A lot of families can’t 
go outside the area to get a 
tree.”

Youth sports teams are 
invited to contact Coach 
Payan’s Christmas Trees to 
schedule time to work in the 

tree lot. They will receive 
a donation of 20 percent of 
sales.

“Our goal is to help the 
teams earn a little money 
and to teach them about 
responsibility and giving 
back,” Keith said.

A gregarious youth sports 
coach, Payan was thrilled 
with selling a 10-foot grand 

fir to a customer Saturday 
evening. The Hermiston 
family was buying a fresh 
tree for the first time.

“That was cool,” Payan 
said. “They were really 
excited to find such a big 
and beautiful tree.”

For more information, 
call 541-922-1750 or search 
Facebook.
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Boardman Firefighters Association
•Sundays-Saturdays; 8 a.m. to 

8 p.m.
•Boardman Fire Station, 300 

S.W. Wilson Lane
$20-$35/Douglas, $40-$70/

noble. Ask attendants about special 
ordering other sizes/types (541-481-
3473).

Camp Morrow
•Daily through Dec. 17; 9 a.m. 

to 9 p.m. 
•New Hope Community Church, 

1350 S. Highway 395, Hermiston
$55+/noble; lower prices on 

Douglas firs when they arrive. 
Benefits the faith-based camp/
retreat center (541-567-8441).

Coach Payan’s Christmas Trees
•Sundays-Saturdays; noon to 

8 p.m.

•82346 Bucks Lane, Umatilla
$45-$69. Douglas, grand, noble. 

Benefits local youth sports teams 
(541-922-1750).

Hermiston Kiwanis
•Sundays-Thursdays, noon to 8 

p.m.; Fridays/Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

•Hermiston Community Center, 
415 S. Highway 395

$30-$80/depending on size/
type. Douglas, grand and noble. Last 
year, the group sold out within two 
weeks (541-567-6728)

Stanfield
•Daily; 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
•Main Street Market, 225 S. Main 

St., Stanfield
$25. All proceeds distributed to 

community projects (541-449-3244).

Charitable Christmas tree sales

Encore Wellness fills niche for trees in Umatilla
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Mark Keith, Jennifer Armstrong and Richard Payan invite people to Coach Payan’s Christmas 
Trees in Umatilla. It’s open daily from noon to 8 p.m., with proceeds helping local youth 
sports teams.

BRIEFS

Elks lodge hosts 
memorial service

Music by the Coffey 
Family is featured during 
a  holiday memorial gath-
ering at the Hermiston Elks 
Lodge. The public is invited 
to the free service Sunday at 
10 a.m. at the lodge, 480 E. 
Main St., Hermiston. Peo-
ple are encouraged to enjoy 
brunch at 11 a.m. The meal 
costs $8 per person.

For information, call Jim 
Voss at 541-571-5116 or the 
lodge at 541-567-6923.

Special Olympics 
gears up for winter

The Special Olympics 
winter sports season is just 
around the corner.

The local program offers 
basketball and powerlifting, 
which offers training and 
competitions for youths and 
adults with intellectual dis-
abilities. There is no cost for 
athletes to participate.

People can register Mon-
day, Dec. 3 from 5-6 p.m. 
at The Arc Building, 215 
W. Orchard Ave., Hermis-
ton. For more information 
about Hermiston/Pendle-
ton Special Olympics Local 
Program #510, call Angela 
Schneider at 541-314-0166.

Library friends sets 
annual meeting

The annual meeting of 
the Friends of the Hermiston 
Public Library will include 
an awards presentation for 
the “friend” and volunteer 

of the year. In addition, they 
will elect new officers and 
discuss results of the recent 
book sale. The meeting is 
Wednesday, Nov. 28 from 
6-7 p.m. at the library, 235 
E. Gladys Ave., Hermiston. 
The public is welcome to 
attend and learn more about 
the organization.

For information, call the 
library at 541-567-2882.

Run Rudolph, run!
A costume-themed fun 

run is set to provide nonper-
ishable food donations for 
the Umatilla Volunteer Fire-
fighters Association’s annual 
Christmas basket program.

In its second year, the 
Rudolph Fun Run is coordi-
nated by the Umatilla High 
School National Honor 
Society. The 5K event is 
Saturday, Dec. 8 from 9-10 
a.m. at the McNary Fire Sta-
tion, 305 Willamette Ave, 
Umatilla. The entry is five 
non-perishable food items. 
Participants will receive 
water and hot chocolate at 
the end of the race. People 
are encouraged to come out 
and share the holiday spirit 
for those less fortunate in the 
community.

For more information, 
search Facebook or call 
NHS advisor Nancy Swarat 
at 541-922-6568.

Community choir 
warms up season

Area adults and youths 
have been warming up 
their voices for Hermiston’s 
annual holiday concert. 

“Peace and Good Will,” 

the Hermiston Commu-
nity Christmas Concert, is 
Friday, Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. at 
Hermiston High School, 
600 S. First St. Admission 
is free. However, represen-
tatives from Eastern Ore-
gon Mission will be on hand 
to accept donations for the 
nonprofit. 

The community choir 
program is coordinated by 
Hermiston Parks & Recre-
ation. For more information, 
call 541-667-5018.

Agape House giving
Eastern Oregon Mis-

sion, the parent organization 
of Agape House and Mar-
tha’s House, is excited about 
additional ways to give as 
the holidays approach — 
through BottleDrop Give 
and the Amazon Smile 
Foundation.

A recyclable bottle and 
can drive running through 
Dec. 5 will provide an extra 
boost to the nonprofit organi-
zation. BottleDrop Give will 
provide a percentage match 
depending on the amount of 
funds raised. Dave Hughes, 
Eastern Oregon Mission 

executive director, said their 
goal is to recycle $1,000 
worth of cans and bottles. If 
that amount is met, they will 
receive a 30 percent match 
through the program.

For the special Bot-
tleDrop Give campaign, 
cans and bottles need to be 
dropped off by Wednesday, 
Dec. 5 at Agape House, 500 
Harper Road, Hermiston. 
Also, people can contact 
Hughes to make arrange-
ments for pick-up service for 
large amounts.

While doing online shop-
ping at Amazon, people are 
encouraged to go through 
smile.amazon.com. Cus-
tomers will find the same 
products, prices and shop-
ping features as the regular 
Amazon shopping site, but 
the foundation will donate 
.5 percent of the purchase 
price of eligible purchases to 
the nonprofit chosen. When 
logged into smile.amazon.
com, be sure to select “East-
ern Oregon Mission” before 
you begin shopping.

For more informa-
tion about the BottleGive 
program call Hughes at 
541-567-8774.

To share your 
worship times call 

541-278-2678

Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Saturdays
Sabbath School........9:30 a.m.
Worship Service......11:00 a.m.

English & Spanish Services

567-8241
Hermiston Jr. Academy 

1300 NW Academy Lane, •  Hermiston

The Full Gospel
Home Church

235 SW 3rd

Phone 567-7678

Rev. Ed Baker - Rev. Nina Baker
Sunday: 

Sunday School........10:00 am
Worship...................11:00 am
Evening Service........7:00 pm
Wednesday Service..7:00 pm

“Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you.”

1 Pet. 5:7

Grace Baptist Church
555 SW 11th, Hermiston

567-9497
Nursery provided for all services

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:45 AM

6:00 PM
Wed Prayer & Worship - 7:00 PM

“Proclaiming God’s word, 
growing in God’s grace”

First Christian 
Church 

“Proclaiming the Message of 
Hope, Living the Gospel of Love” 

Sunday School 9:15am
Worship Service 10:30am

567-3013
775 W. Highland Ave., Hermiston

Our Lady of Angels
Catholic Church

565 W. HERMISTON AVE.
DAILY MASS: Monday-Friday

...............................English 7:00 am

Thursday...............Spanish 6:00 pm

SATURDAY:........ .English 5:00 pm

...............................Spanish 7:00 pm

SUNDAY:..............English 9:00 am

..........................Bilingual 11:00 am

..............................Spanish 1:00 pm

Offi ce..............................567-5812

WORSHIP       

COMMUNITY

 St. Johns
 Episcopal Church

 Scripture, Tradition and Reason
 Family service 9am Sunday

 N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th,  Hermiston

 Join Us 
 On Our Journey 

 With Jesus.

 We are an all inclusive Church 
 who welcomes all.

t. PH: 567-6672

191 E. Gladys Ave , Hermiston OR 
Sunday Worship 11am  •  541-567-3002 

Nursery available   Check us out on Face Book 

Worship Livestream at herfumc.com

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor 

First United 

Methodist 

Church
Hermiston

the best thing about Sundays

1520 W ORCHARD AVE
Sunday Worship Service

10:30 am Classes for Kids @ 9:15 am
SEEKING JESUS, SHARING LIFE, SERVING PEOPLE

www.hermistonnazarene.org

LANDMARK BAPTIST 

CHURCH
125 E. Beech Ave. • 567-3232

Pastor David Dever
Sun. Bible Classes...................10:00am
Sun. Worship Service..............11:00am
Sun. Evening Worship..............6:00pm
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study......6:00pm
www.hermistonlmbc.com

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Pastor J.C. Barnett
Children’s Church & 
Nursery Available

700 West Orchard Avenue
P.O. Box 933

Hermiston, Oregon

541-567-8441
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WED., APRIL 24, 2019 - 7 PM - ALADDIN THEATER – PORTLAND, OR
Tickets at Aladdin Theater’s Box Office, 

www.aladdin-theater.com Call Ticketfly: 877-435-9849.

MAKES A

GREAT CHRISTMAS

GIFT

www.redgreen.com

Call 1-877-717-9688 ask for 55586LDF 

www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 65 oz.) Filet Mignons

2 65 oz.) Top Sirloins

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts 61 lb. pkg.)
2 64 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 63 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages

4 64 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 63 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 64 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

OS Seasoning Packet 

55586LDF | $199.91t separately

Combo Price $4999

tSavings shown over
aggregated single
item base price.

Plus, 4 more
Burgers

FREE

Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must ship with #55586. Standard S&H will be 

added. Expires 2/28/19. ©2018 OCG | 18M1531 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

      

Renews at full price. Offer ends 11/30/18. New approved customers only, lease required. Hardware and programming available separately. Other conditions apply. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the 

NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its affiliates. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV 

marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Out-of-market games only. Select int’l games excluded.

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

Iv Support Holdings 1-855-502-2578

DENTAL Itsuratce
Physiciats Mutual Itsuratce Compaty

A less expetsive way to help get the dettal care you deserve

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125
Or www.dental50plus.com/25

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 


