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Building official may impose fines

Enforcement option
will work much like
nuisance ordinance

By JADE MCDOWELL
STAFF WRITER

The city of Hermis-
ton added some teeth to its
building code enforcement
during a city council meet-
ing last week.

The council passed an
ordinance  allowing its
building official to issue
civil penalties for violations
of the building code.

City Manager Byron
Smith said the ordinance
before the council at their
Nov. 13 meeting would
institute a system similar
to the city’s nuisance code
enforcement, including
warnings and opportunities
to appeal.

“We need to have an
enforcement mechanism,”

he said.

Under the ordinance
unanimously passed by
the council, the build-

ing official will be able
to issue stop work orders,
revoke permits, order vaca-
tion of unsafe premises or
issue fines after the offi-
cial has made “reasonable
attempts to secure volun-
tary correction.”

Hermiston’s current
building official is Chuck
Woolsey.

Prohibited acts that could
draw a penalty include vio-
lating building codes, build-
ing without a required per-
mit, lying on applications
for permits or ignoring a
lawful order from the build-
ing official.

According to the ordi-
nance, “Violation of a pro-
vision of this chapter shall
be subject to an adminis-
trative civil penalty not to
exceed more than $5,000 for
each offense or, in the case
of a continuing offense, not
more than $1,000 for each
day of the offense.”

The council also
approved a plan for side-
walk in-fill.

Assistant city manager
Mark Morgan said over
the summer an intern from

Anderson Perry & Associ-
ates created an inventory of
every sidewalk in the city,
creating a map that shows
gaps in the city’s sidewalk
system.

The city has required
developers to add sidewalks
to developments since the
1970s, so Morgan said gaps
around town are in front of
undeveloped lots or proper-
ties developed prior to the
1970s.

The city attempted a
pilot program offering to
match between 30 percent
and 75 percent of the cost of
a sidewalk on properties in
the Newport Park neighbor-
hood and got “exactly zero
interest,” Morgan said. The
question now is whether the
city wanted to pay for side-
walks in high-traffic areas.

“It is going to be difficult
to look developers in the
eye and say ‘You're going
to have to put in a sidewalk,
but we did just pay for one
in front of this property,””
he said.

On the other hand, Mor-
gan said, there were sec-
tions in town where a home-
owner had little incentive to
shell out thousands of dol-
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A section of worn-down grass on Orchard Avenue across from the Hermiston Post Office
shows one area the city is considering including in its sidewalk in-fill program.

lars for a sidewalk but the
public would greatly bene-
fit from the increased acces-
sibility and safety. He used
the example of a property
on Orchard Avenue near the
post office where pedestri-
ans had to choose between
walking on the street or on
someone’s grass.

Morgan recommended
the city begin budget-
ing $30,000 for projects
on main roads with high
foot traffic, where filling in
“bite-sized pieces” of side-
walk would create long
interrupted sidewalks. The
first recommended project
would be four small sec-
tions of Orchard Avenue
during the 2019-2020 fis-
cal year. Morgan also rec-
ommended that the city use
private contractors so that
the street department’s time
wouldn’t be tied up.

Mayor David Drotz-
mann asked if corporations
located along sidewalk-free
areas such as Elm Avenue
and First Place could be
asked to contribute money
toward sidewalks.

Morgan said the city
could always ask if they
would be interested in a

partnership with the city.

Councilor Roy Bar-
ron asked if the city would
consider a larger project
around Sandstone Middle
School, where he has heard
complaints about the lack
of sidewalks for children
walking to school.

Smith said the city has
applied for some Safe
Routes to Schools grants
that could help with larger
projects like that.

The council unani-
mously approved the rec-
ommendation to start bud-
geting money each year for
sidewalk in-fill.

The council also heard
a short update from Uma-
tilla Electric Cooperative
CEO Robert Echenrode. He
said UEC is the tenth-fast-
est growing electric cooper-
ative in the nation in terms
of kWh sold and its work-
force has increased 20 per-
cent since 2010. He said the
cooperative’s rates are 38
percent below the national
average.

“We have a distinct
advantages in the area, and
we hope to be able to con-
tinue to leverage that,” he
said.

Festival of Trees
plants holiday spirit

By TAMMY MALGESINI
COMMUNITY EDITOR

The unofficial kick-off
to the holiday season in
Hermiston is just around the
corner.

Although tickets are all
sold out for the Festival
of Trees gala event’s din-
ner, people can still come
out and place bids on beau-
tifully  decorated trees,
themed gift baskets, stock-
ings and wreaths. In addi-
tion, the Family Day is open
to everyone. And, tickets are
available for a chance to win
a special raffle tree.

The gala event is Satur-
day, Dec. 1 at the Hermiston
Community Center, 415 S.
Highway 395. It begins at 6
p.m., with dinner served at 7
p-m. People without dinner
tickets are invited to arrive
prior to the start of the live
auction at 8 p.m. A no-host
bar will be available.

About two dozen trees
are available — each with a
creative theme. People can
bid on such large creations,
complete with gifts: “Christ-
mas Season at the Farm,”
“A Merry Magical Mashup”
and “Happy Trails.” The
smaller trees are just as
sweet, including “The Choc-
olate Connoisseur,” “Love
the Wine You’re With” and
“Pair-a-dice.”

With a theme of “Down
on the Farm,” tickets for the
raffle tree are $10 each. The
drawing will be held during
Family Day — and the win-
ner doesn’t have to be pres-
ent. Money raised will be
used to upgrade “Kiwanis
Falls,” a Highway art fea-
ture near Umatilla.

Money raised  from
the Festival of Trees is
split between the Hermis-
ton Kiwanis and the Good
Shepherd Community

Health Foundation. Money
supports a variety of proj-
ects in giving back to the

community. In addition,
the Festival of Trees Caring
Community  Sponsorship

will provide a donation to
Hermiston/Pendleton  Spe-
cial Olympics. The program
offers athletic training and
competitions for individuals
with intellectual disabilities.

Activities sure to spread
holiday spirit are featured
during Family Day. Also,
the large trees from the gala
event will be available for
viewing.

Family Day is Sun-
day, Dec. 2, from noon to
4 p.m., also at the commu-
nity center. A fundraiser
for the Soroptimist Interna-
tional of the Greater Herm-
iston, there is a suggested
donation of $5 per family
— however, no one will be
turned away. A pair of local
Boy Scout troops will run a
snack shack with food avail-
able for purchase.

Music will fill the air and
activities will be scattered
throughout the community
center. Kids will be able to
check out stations with dif-
ferent holiday-themed fun,
including creating their own
Christmas ornaments and
decorate cookies. In addi-
tion, kids can make gift
bags and tags and spin art.
In addition to sharing their
Christmas wish lists with
Santa, they can pose for
photos. The pictures will
be available for pick-up at
a later date at 60 Minute
Photo.

The Soroptimists work to
improve the lives of women
and girls. Money raised will
help fund scholarships for
women in need.

For more information
about the Festival of Trees,
search Facebook.
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Family Health Associates opens second location

By JADE MCDOWELL
STAFF WRITER

A new Family Health
Associates medical clinic in
Umatilla is expected to pro-
vide faster and more con-
venient care for Umatilla
residents.

The clinic, located at the
Umatilla Hospital District
building at 1890 7th St.,
opens Thursday. The public
was invited to an open house
on Tuesday night and toured
the building’s six exam
rooms, procedure room and
storage and office areas.

Clinic manager Jolene
Lloyd said the new clinic
will help FHA better serve
its Umatilla patients, but
it also helps relieve some
crowding at their Hermiston
location on the Good Shep-
herd Health Care System
campus.

“We have space issues in
Hermiston because we’ve

grown so much,” she said.
“We’re practically  Vel-
cro-ing employees to the
ceiling, so this will free up
some space.”

Dr. Derek Earl, FHA’s
medical director, said they
have about 1,200 patients
from Umatilla, so open-
ing up a location there was
a “natural fit.” He said they
already had 35 patients
scheduled to be seen in the
first two days the new clinic
will be open.

“We’re excited to be
here,” he said.

The building was orig-
inally occupied by Encore
Wellness 4 Life, which pro-
vided medical care under a
contract with the Umatilla
Hospital District. When the
district decided to end its
contract with Encore and
put out a request for propos-
als, Family Health Associ-
ates was one of several enti-
ties that submitted one, Earl

OMAHA STEAKS

e
TS ORIGINAL BUT

B8 4 (3 oz) Potatoes au Gratin

"= 55586LDF | $199:9%" separately

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz,) Filet Mignons

2 (5 0z) Top Sirloins

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 b. pkg.)
2 (4 oz)) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (3 0z) Kielbasa Sausages

4 (4 0z.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (4 oz)) Caramel Apple Tartlets

" OS Seasoning Packet

Combo Price $49%

Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must ship with #55586. Standard S&H will be
added. Expires 2/28/19. 02018 OCG | 18M15311 Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Call 1-877-71 7-9%88 ask for 55586LDF
www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

Your Family Deserves The

Technolo
BEST Value... I
$ , MONTH
(©)

TVL..

190 Channels

CALL TODAY
Save 20%!

ends 1/

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3

Smart HD DVR

+Watch and record 16 shows at once

« Get built-in Netflix and YouTube

+Watch TV on your mobile devices
Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Add High Speed Internet

142>

Subjectto avalablty. Restitions apoy.
Internet notprovided by DISH and will be billed separately.

said.

The Umatilla clinic will
offer all of the same services
as the Hermiston location —
including physicals, casting,
minor procedures, pediatrics
and concussion care — with
the exception of their cos-
metic clinic.

Lloyd said patients
should still call the main line
at 541-567-6434 to schedule
appointments. Umatilla tax-
payers whose money funds
the Umatilla Hospital Dis-
trict will be “fast-tracked”
for appointments with FHA,
Lloyd said, as part of the
agreement with the hospital
district.
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Shera Salverda, a pri-
mary care nurse practitioner,
will provide care in Umatilla
Monday through Wednes-
day while the rest of FHA’s
providers will take turns

covering Thursday and Fri-
day. The clinic will be open
from 7:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.
Monday through Thursday
and 7:45 am. to 2 p.m. on
Fridays.
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FREE Estimates!

541-720-0772

Visit our showroom:
102 E Columbia Dr.
Kennewick, WA 99336

(Call for Showroom Hours)

Want Year Around Outdoor Space?T
We've Got Solutions!

www.mybackyardbydesignor.com "

Patio Rooms
Awnings - Sunrooms
Pergolas - Patio Covers
All Season Shades
Solar Screens & More!
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‘December1 & 2

HERMISTON COMMUNITY CENTER

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2018

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018

WILDHORSE

RESORT&CASINO

9 Theater Cineplex

Check

wildhorseresort.com
for showtimes

$5 Matinee Classics
Every Wednesday

Credit & Debit Cards
accepted
Cineplex gift cards
available

941-966-1850

Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216
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MAJOR EVENT SPONSOR

6:00 pm

TREE VIEWING, WINE TASTING
DINNER & LIVE AUCTION
A 21 AND OLDER EVENT

Tickets are $40 - Available at the Chamber Office

12-4pm

FAMILY HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
AND ENTERTAINMENT

SUPPORTING THE GREATER HERMISTON

HOSTED BY:

AREA SOROPTIMIST CLUB
Suggested $5 per Family Donation
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