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Superintendent Tricia Mooney 
can now drop the word “interim” 
from her title. The Hermiston 
School Board unanimously voted 
to appoint Mooney as the Herm-
iston School District’s leader at a 
meeting last week.

“I am honored and humbled to 
be selected to serve this amazing 
community as the superintendent 
of the Hermiston School District,” 
Mooney said in a statement.  

Mooney had previously served 
for more than a year in the interim 
role, after then-superintendent 
Fred Maiocco left for active duty 
as a brigadier general with the 
U.S. Army Reserves. He submit-
ted a letter of resignation in August 
2018, after he informed the board 
that his term of service had been 

extended for another year, and he 
would only return to the district in 
January 2020.

The board appointed Mooney 
one month after Maiocco offered 
his resignation. At a meeting in 

early September, board members 
discussed how to fill the role. Many 
said they considered expanding 
the search to other applicants, but 
felt Mooney had demonstrated her 
capability in the role, and hiring 

her would maintain stability in the 
district. 

The district held a meet-and-
greet Sept. 24 where the commu-
nity was invited to hear Mooney 
talk about her work and history in 
Hermiston, and asked participants 
to fill out a survey. About 30 peo-
ple attended the meeting, half of 
them district staff and administra-
tors, and the rest parents and com-
munity members.

Mooney spoke about the strains 
of a growing school district and 
strategies to improve the high 
school’s graduation rate.

At a special meeting Sept. 26, 
board chairwoman Karen Sherman 
reviewed the survey results, and 
said they were “overwhelmingly 
positive.” 

Before the vote, board mem-
ber Dave Smith said he was con-
vinced the job should be offered to 

Mooney, but said that he had ini-
tially struggled with the shortened 
timeline, worrying that the district 
did not go through a full vetting 
process.

Sherman said she and other 
board members felt that though the 
timeline was short, Mooney had 
been vetted through the past year 
as the interim superintendent. 

Board member Josh Goller said 
the board and Mooney will now 
begin to negotiate a contract, which 
could include a salary increase. 
Mooney’s base salary as interim 
superintendent is $141,221. 

Goller said the contract will be 
disclosed to the public before the 
board takes action, and the vote to 
approve it will take place in a pub-
lic session. 

The board has not announced 
when they will begin contract 
negotiations with Mooney.  

“I am honored and 
humbled to be selected 
to serve this amazing 

community as the 
superintendent of the 

Hermiston School District.”
               Tricia Mooney
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Opportunities for free 
flu vaccines are plentiful in 
Umatilla County after the flu 
killed an estimated 80,000 
people in the United States 
last year.

Good Shepherd Health 
Care System is doing a free 
clinic on Oct. 20 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the hospital’s 
conference rooms, 610 N.W. 
11th St., Hermiston. Mar-
keting and communications 
director Nick Bejarano said 
the clinic is open to all ages 
— no insurance required — 
and will have the special-
ized doses for infants and the 
elderly on hand.

Vaccines are also avail-
able through primary care 
providers and are often cov-
ered 100 percent by insur-
ance. Good Shepherd 
administers the vaccine to 
emergency room patients 
during flu season. Businesses 
can also arrange for the hos-
pital to come and host a flu 
shot clinic for employees.

“Statistically speaking, 
(the vaccine) is very helpful 
to prevent the flu,” Bejarano 
said.

Local pharmacists around 

the county also offer flu vac-
cines, including the pharma-
cies at Walmart, Safeway, 
Rite Aid and Bi-Mart.

Alisha Southwick, school 
health and community well-
ness supervisor for Umatilla 
County Public Health, said 
people can get the flu shot 
wherever is most conve-
nient for them — the import-
ant thing is that they get the 
shot.

The public health depart-
ment encourages people to 
get the vaccine through their 
pharmacist or primary care 
provider but the department 
does have regular flu vac-
cines for adults and children 

on hand. People should call 
ahead and make an appoint-
ment, but the Hermiston 
office at 435 E Newport St. 
is taking walk-ins Oct. 26.

Southwick said children 
and the elderly are most at 
risk of serious complications 
from the flu, and she highly 
encourages they get a vac-
cine before flu season gets 
into full swing.

“We don’t know what this 
season will bring,” she said.

According to the Associ-
ated Press, last year’s sea-
son was particularly deadly. 
About 80,000 Americans 
died, compared with 12,000 
to 56,000 in a normal year. 

The flu can increase the risk 
of heart attacks, strokes and 
other deadly complications.

The flu vaccine is more 
effective some years than 
others, because scientists 
developing each year’s vac-
cine have to guess which 
strains will take off. But 
even in less effective years, 
people who get the vaccine 
are statistically less likely 
to get the flu and usually 
have more mild symptoms. 
The vaccine takes about two 
weeks to become effective, 
so doctors recommend not 
waiting until friends, family 
and co-workers are already 
sick.
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An influenza vaccine is prepared in this 2015 file photo.

Free flu shots available in October
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Crews contained a wild-
fire near Boardman on 
Sept. 26 that had started 
about 24 hours earlier and 
burned 10,000 acres. 

The fire started at 
Bombing Range Road, at 
the Naval Weapons System 
Training Facility, around 1 
p.m. Sept. 25, and was con-
tained around 1:20 p.m. the 
next day. 

Mike Welding, a pub-
lic information officer for 
Naval Air Station Whid-
bey Island, said the bomb-
ing range is about 48,000 
acres, and the fire was 
about 10 miles away from 
Interstate 84. He said the 
fire moved southwest, 
away from the freeway. 
It got within about a mile 
of the coal-fired plant in 
Boardman. 

Welding said the cause 

of the fire is still under 
investigation. 

A press release from 
the Naval Air Station said 
most of the fire was on 
Navy property, and no 
structures or people were 
threatened by the blaze. 
Wind made the fire diffi-
cult to contain, and the fire 
spread onto Nature Con-
servancy property.

The press release stated 
that the Navy requested 
local mutual aid when 
the fire started, and crews 
from Boardman Rural Fire 
Department, Kitsap Naval 
base, and Yakima Train-
ing Center and Fairchild 
Air Force Base also came 
to help fight the fire. Herm-
iston crews arrived on 
Tuesday afternoon, but left 
shortly after. 

Welding said between 
all the agencies, 32 people 
helped control the fire.

Fire on Navy property 
near Boardman burns 
10,000 acres

Veterans can receive free 
flu shots at several walk-in 
clinics sponsored by Jona-
than M. Wainwright Memo-
rial VA Medical Center. 

No appointments are nec-
essary. The local flu clinics 
are available in Boardman, 
Richland and Walla Walla:

•Friday, Oct. 12 from 

8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Board-
man Telehealth Clinic at the 
Port of Morrow, 2 Marine 
Drive, Suite 103.

•Monday-Fridays from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Walla Walla VA Clinic, 
77 Wainwright Drive, and 
the Richland VA Clinic, 825 

Jadwin Drive.
In addition, for those 

unable to visit the clinics, 
the VA has partnered with 
Walgreens for enrolled vet-
erans to receive a flu shot — 
some restrictions may apply.

For more information, 
contact Linda Wondra at 

509-525-5200, linda.won-
dra@va.gov or visit www.
wallawalla.va.gov.

Walla Walla VA announces flu shot clinics
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INSIDER
Get the inside 
scoop on state 
government 
and politics!

DENTAL Itsuratce
Physiciats Mutual Itsuratce Compaty

A less expetsive way to help get the dettal care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125
Or www.dental50plus.com/25

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR BY McLEOD-SKINNER FOR OREGON • PO BOX 1894, REDMOND, OR 97756

HEALTHCARE, EDUCATION,

& ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

INVEST IN COMMUNITY VALUES:

JAMIEFOROREGON.COM

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Pl. • Pendleton, OR 97801 
www.PrestigeCare.com

Are you 
worried 
about 
falling?

Are you 
worried 
about 
falling?

Are you 
worried 
about 
falling?

MCKAY CREEK ESTATES

STEP INTO SAVINGS! 
Take posession of your apartment by 
August 31, 2018 and receive your 

2nd and 4th month rent FREE.

If you knew that there are several simple steps you can take to reduce your 

risk of falling, would you do it? You can make a difference. Stay independent 

longer by fall proofing your home and by getting your glasses and feet checked. Most 

importantly you can energize your body with exercise. By improving your strength, 

flexibility and balance you can significantly reduce your risk of a potentially serious fall.

Call (541) 704-7146 today 

to schedule your 

FREE FALL REDUCTION 

EVALUATION.

5 Theater Cineplex

Check 

wildhorseresort.com

for showtimes

$5 Matinee Classics
Every Wednesday
Credit & Debit Cards 

accepted 
Cineplex gift cards 

available

541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

Speed performance allowing vou to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

855-977-9436

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjov big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 ! 50X faster than DSL!!** ! High speed with fiber optic technology

! Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLinkh  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers varv bv speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 ! Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps ! Available everywhere

! Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 12pm-5am

www.cottagefl owersonline.com

IT'S TIME TO 

DECORATE FOR FALL!  

HWY 395, HERMISTON • 541-567-4305

Put a smile on the heart with  
the power of  flowers.

DECORATE FOR FALL!  
We have beautiful decor and fresh 
      fl owers to spruce up your home.

LIVING WELL 
WITH DIABETES

Whether this is a new diagnosis or not, this 
class will assist you with learning more about 
diabetes and its effect on your mind and body. 
Six FREE weekly classes. Attend alone or 
with support person.

Thursdays, Oct 4 thru Nov 8
2:30 – 5:00 pm

Good Shepherd Conference Room 3 & 4

Information or to register 
call (541) 667-3509 

or email 
healthinfo@gshealth.org 

www.gshealth.org


