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In the Umatilla County 
courthouse, the question, 
“Do you swear to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth?” may 
be answered in a number of 
different languages.

Across Oregon, requests 
for indigenous 
languages have 
spiked in the last 
year. As languages 
like Mam, Q’an-
job’al and K’iche’ 
become more com-
mon, so do requests 
for courtroom inter-
preters that speak 
them.  

Spoken by peo-
ple in Guatemala and parts 
of Mexico, Belize and Hon-
duras, these languages are 
native to the regions from 
which their speakers come, 
and are all distinct from 
Spanish, and from each 
other. 

Roy Blaine, the trial 
court administrator for 
Umatilla and Morrow 
County Circuit Courts, said 
the need for court inter-
preters far outweighs their 
availability.

He said while there 
may be more people who 
can translate from Mam 
to Spanish or to English, 
that doesn’t automatically 
qualify them to be a court 
interpreter.

“I don’t say to anybody 
in the community, ‘Oh, you 
speak K’iche’ or Mam, we 
need you to come to court,’” 
he said. “You have to com-
municate in the specific dia-
lect, but also not be related 
to them, or have no personal 
investment in the case.”

Local courts work 
closely with the Oregon 
Judicial Department’s Court 
Language Access Services, 
which provides transla-
tion and interpretation ser-
vices for many languages 
— including Spanish, Rus-
sian, Korean and Vietnam-
ese. Interpreter requests 
are coordinated through the 

state courts system.
According to Kelly 

Mills, the program man-
ager for Court Language 
Access Services, the num-
ber of requests for several 
indigenous languages state-
wide has spiked in the last 
few years. From 2015 to 
2016, requests for indige-
nous languages increased 
by 42 percent. 

In 2017, there 
were 133 requests 
for a Mam inter-
preter across the 
state. Requests are 
likely to be nearly 
double that in 2018, 
with 97 requested in 
the first six months 
of the year.

Mills said there 
have already been 

33 requests for Q’anjob’al 
interpreters in the first half 
of 2018, and there were 33 
all year in 2017. Requests 
for K’iche’ interpreters 
have surpassed last year’s 
numbers, with 25 in the first 
half of this year, and 24 in 
all of 2017.

In Umatilla and Mor-
row counties, there have 
been 15 requests for Mam 
language interpreters in 
the first half of 2018, and 
19 requests for Q’anjob’al. 
There have been 11 requests 
for K’iche’. 

There are several indig-
enous languages that aren’t 
requested as often, and 
some requested this year 
that the courts had not seen 
before. Two of the most 
recently requested lan-
guages are Ixil and Achi.

But while the courts are 
trying to meet language 
needs, Mills said they often 
have to rely on people from 
out-of-state, such as inter-
preters over the phone for 
shorter court proceedings 
like arraignments. Blaine 
said there is one interpreter 
who speaks K’iche’ that 
lives in Oregon, but many 
of the cases that require 
interpreters are handled 
over the phone — even for 
Spanish speakers.

“We have Spanish inter-
preters living in the area, 

but only a couple. It’s not 
sufficient,” Blaine said. 

There is one interpreter 
in Oregon for Mam, the 
most frequently requested 
indigenous language in the 
state. Bertilda Martin-Men-
doza is a native of Guate-
mala, and Mam is her first 
language. She moved to 
the United States as a child, 
where she learned Span-
ish, and then English. She 
started working as a vol-
unteer interpreter in 1998 
in Washington, at hospitals 
and community events. 

In 2000, someone asked 
her to help translate for a 
court case where some-
one spoke Mam. After-
ward, the judge asked to 
meet with her, and asked if 
she wanted to start working 
there, which led to a career 
as a courtroom interpreter. 
Based in Portland, she trav-
els within Oregon, and 
around the United States 
for her work. Last year, 
she helped train three Mam 
interpreters in Washington. 

Martin-Mendoza said 
she’s seen a growing num-
ber of native Mam speakers 
who know some Spanish. 
But it usually doesn’t work 
the other way.

“There’s no way a Span-
ish speaker would speak 
Mam,” she said. “Native 
languages are not easy to 
learn. I’ve never met some-
one that has said they speak 
Mam as a second language, 
though there are probably 
some out there.” 

Martin-Mendoza said 
she had to educate herself 
for many aspects of the job.

“A lot of the things 
we see here don’t exist in 
native culture,” she said. 
“You have to educate your-
self on how you are going to 
interpret.”

Another challenge is 
translating specific legal 
terms — for which she said 
courts often rely on “relay 
interpreting.”

“I would translate from 
Mam to Spanish, and 
another Spanish interpreter 
would translate from Span-
ish to English,” she said. 

Courts face growing need for interpreters

Bertilda 
Martin-
Mendoza

Hermiston boosters 
feed their opponents 
after home games

By ANNIE FOWLER

STAFF WRITER

The one thing Oregon 
teams might miss about 
playing a football game at 
Hermiston High School is 
the post-game meal served 
by the Linebacker Club.

One man’s loss is anoth-
er’s gain, as the Mid-Co-
lumbia Conference football 
teams have gladly bellied up 
to the table and devoured the 
meal offered.

“It’s awesome,” Kenne-
wick coach Bill Templeton 
said. “It is a real blessing. 
It’s really just a great ges-
ture. It’s very gracious of 
them.”

Pasco, Kennewick and 
Southridge have partaken in 
the post-game meal.

“We feed the whole vis-
iting football team after the 
game,” Linebacker Club 
member Dennis Barnett 
said. “Everyone is surprised 
we do this. In the old IMC, 
the teams were three or four 
hours away from home. We 
have been doing this for five 

or seven years.”
And just because Herm-

iston moved to a different 
league, doesn’t mean things 
will change.

“We weren’t sure the Tri-
City teams would like it,” 
Barnett said of the meal. 
“But after Pasco, they all 
are wanting it. The kids are 
thankful. When Pasco was 
here, we had about half the 
kids come up and thank us 
and shake our hands.”

Pasco and Kennewick 
were served tri-tip, baked 
potatoes, salad and dessert.

“Originally, we were sup-
posed to have street tacos, 
which we would have been 
most thankful for,” Temple-
ton said.

Barnett said there is 
more to the program than 
just feeding hungry football 
players.

“We are helping the kids 
wind down after a game,” he 
said. “It’s a great thing for 
the kids and a positive thing 
about our school.”

The players aren’t the 
only ones who get fed on 
game night. 

Media, visiting coaches, 
radio personnel, and the 
people who run the clock 
and music also are treated 
to a meal served by host-
ess Thelma Mendiola, who 

is in her second year in the 
position.

Mendiola, who has 
worked for the Hermis-
ton school district for 15 
years — the past three as 
the attendance secretary — 
said she fell into the  job 
when athletic director Larry 
Usher asked if she would be 
interested.

“I love doing it,” she said. 
“We feed about 30-35 peo-
ple. Week One, the Pasco 
coaches came to me at half-
time wondering if they could 
have more. And, I make sure 
the ladies working the ticket 
booth and the gate are taken 
care of.”

This is the fifth year the 
Hermiston Sports Boosters 
have taken care of the peo-
ple in the press box, with 
the help of the Hermiston 
High Family/Consumer Sci-
ence program, which helps 
prepare the side dishes. 
They also offer a variety of 
beverages.

“It’s pretty darn impres-
sive,” said Craig West, who 
was part of the SWX broad-
cast team two weeks ago. 
“They should be proud of 
what they do. What they are 
doing is first class. It’s the 
only place I have been to 
that offers that, and it was 
really good.”

FEAST WITH FOES

STAFF PHOTO BY ANNIE FOWLER

Kennison Field press box hostess Thelma Mendiola prepares street tacos for coaches, media 
and workers during the Sept. 14 game against Kennewick. The school has fed workers and 
visitors for five years.
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504 Homes for Sale

$269,900- A slice of paradise!  
Beautiful, 1-level Pendleton 
home sitting on almost an acre. 
Graciously remodeled with love-
ly features throughout. 323 NE 
4th. Molly 541-969-4188.
# 18330541

Coldwell Banker &
Associates

541-276-0021  

TURN HERE for your Real Es-
tate needs ---Drop by the big 
blue arrow on SW Court for ac-
cess to all listings for your con-
venience. Free market analysis 
to list your home at the right 
price. Call Kerry 541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave      

$119,000 - REDUCED - Pilot 
Rock RANCH Style Open living 
kitchen/ living #1868377. 2-3 
bed 2 bath stucco with new deck 
out back - Call Kerry at 541-377-
6855. Seller will finance with ac-
ceptable down.

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

Selling or Buying a property?  
If you are thinking of selling or 
buying a home, call for a free 
consultation.  Day’s or evenings, 
7 days a week.

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690

RMLS# 17288483 Seasonal 
cabin.  Cabin is one bedroom 
with bathroom. Enclosed porch 
that could be used for additional
sleeping area.  Wood burning 
fireplace. Private and Cozy.  Re-
duced to $87,000.  Call Cathy for 
more info  (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931      

GARAGE SALES are a big 
success when advertised in

the classified ads!

504 Homes for Sale

$165,000- Super tidy home!  
Bathrooms and kitchen remod-
eled.  Hardwood floors, gas log 
fireplace, newer windows and 
sidings.  Trex deck, garden area, 
detached garage.  Dori 541-310-
1001 cell.  #18173717

Coldwell Banker &
Associates

541-276-0021  

$229,000- Updated and well 
maintained!  Newer comp roof 
and double pane windows. 
1520sf (m/l), 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home. Open floor plan, plenty of 
storage.   Marsha 541-377-5152 
cell.  #18456853

Coldwell Banker &
Associates

541-276-0021  

$115,000- Between the Round-
Up grounds, main street, 
2blocks from the Vert auditori-
um, and river walk. home. 2 bed-
room, 1 bath on flat. Bedrooms 
main floor.  Dawn 541-310-9563 
cell.  #18645673

Coldwell Banker &
Associates

541-276-0021  

GIVE your budget a break! Check 
today’s classified ads for excellent 

buys on the items you need.

$162,500- 3 bed, 1 bath w/ 
1262sf (m/l) living space. 12x14 
detached garage, storage shed. 
Newer roof, new paint, new PEX 
water line.  Recently upgraded 
heat/ cool.  Jerry 541-969-6378 
cell.  #18551603

Coldwell Banker &
Associates

541-276-0021  

$135,000- Pilot Rock.  3 bed, 1 
bath w/ 1072 sf (m/l) w/attached 
garage.  Fenced back yard w/ 
dog run, central air heating and 
cooling, new certified wood 
stove. Jason 760-409-6842 cell.  
18195052

Coldwell Banker &
Associates

541-276-0021  

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

504 Homes for Sale

TURN HERE for Seller financ-
ing. Call Kerry at 541-377-6855. 
TURN HERE at 305 SW Court 
and drop by or call 541-377-
6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
541.377.9470

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

RMLS#18437195 Cute 3 b/r 2 
bath home on North Hill.  Family 
room or 4th bedroom, deck with 
awning, hot tub, dog run, ga-
rage/shop.  all for only $193,000.
Call Cathy for more info  (541) 
215-0103.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931   

 

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

2003 Nu-wa Hitchhiker
 31.5’ 5th wheel
Good condition

$12,000    
425-319-3757 

360 Garage Sales

            ESTATE SALE

Furniture, women’s clothing, 
miscellaneous household 
items, kitchen appliances, 
small tools and much more. 

Friday, 10/5: 7am – 2pm
Saturday, 10/6: 7am – 2pm

1403 SW Emigrant Ave. 
Pendleton.  

502 Real Estate

TURN HERE for Profession-
al Courteous Representation  
-Find your new home- 3 or 
4 bedroom home, garage or 
Shop? Call Kerry at Turn Here 
Realty to find the one on your 
wishlist. 541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

SELL IT! BUY IT! CLASSIFIEDS!

Thinking of selling or buying a 
home? I am happy to help with 
all your real estate needs and I 
am available evenings, week-
ends and holidays to accommo-
date your busy schedule. Also 

available on short notice. Call 
Carolyn Rovier

Ranch-N-Home Realty 
541-786-0822 

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

2005 RV Class C, F450 
V10.  32 ft. We are the 2nd 
owners.  Bought from a re-
tired couple.  Great condi-
tion.  Lots of customization.  
Has entertainment center, 
satellite hook-up, two slide 
outs.  Queen bed in back 
with vanity and closets.  
Shower and separate toilet 
and sink.  Full kitchen, mi-
crowave, fridge/freezer and 
stove.  Lots of storage.  
Couch will fold out.  4 per-
son dining table and bench-
es that fold down for sleep-
ing.  Awing, generator, and 
new battery.  Back up cam-
era.  Tows great.  Comes 
with all hook ups and level 
blocks.  Asking $30,000,  
Located in Spokane area.  
Please call for pictures.  
541-701-4274.     

BUY IT! SELL IT!

FIND IT!

CALL

1-800-962-2819

Classified Ads work hard for you!

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

166 Good Things
to Eat

Davis Orchards Fruit Stand
9am-5pm

Closed Saturdays

Apples & Pears

53285 Appleton Road
Milton-Freewater, Oregon

541-938-7093 ext 2

CLASSIFIEDS ARE the place to 

but it, sell it or find it...
check us out for what you need!


