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Umatilla County approved a 
plan to keep someone in charge of 
its public health department. Actu-
ally, two people.

The department’s last adminis-
trator, Jim Setzer, resigned a month 
ago, marking the third person to 
helm the department in five years, 
according to the county, plus Com-
missioner George Murdock filled 
in twice. 

The county was not expecting 
Setzer to depart after a year-and-
half in the role, and Murdock said 
he had no desire to take on interim 
duties again. He asked health 
department staff to craft a plan for 
a more sustainable organizational 
model. The plan’s unveiling came 
Tuesday during the county board’s 
meeting with staff, and the vote in 
favor followed Wednesday morn-
ing in Pendleton.

Rather than hiring a new admin-
istrator, the county set up an exec-

utive team consisting of a director 
and a new deputy director posi-
tion. The county board appointed 
Joseph Fiumara as director and Ali-
sha Southwick as deputy director. 

Fiumara was the environmen-
tal health supervisor and over-
saw the on-site septic system pro-
gram, which the county took over 
from the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality. South-
wick is a registered nurse and over-
saw school health and community 
wellness.

Fiumara continues as the boss of 
the septic inspections and told com-
missioners he intends to expand the 
work into Morrow County. He also 
will supervise the front office staff 
and work with Southwick, who will 
oversee multiple department roles, 
including health education and a 
new community health supervisor. 

The county appointed Amanda 
Walsborn to take on that role. She 
was the health department’s pre-
vention education specialist.

The reorganization added one 

equivalent full-time job to pub-
lic health, caused the need for 
some back-filling of positions and 
required an additional $1,800 from 
the county’s general fund. Even so, 
Fiumara told commissioners, the 
plan will “curb the revolving door 
that we’ve had at the administra-
tion level.”

Murdock praised the team for 
the approach, and he and fellow 
Commissioner Larry Givens voted 
in favor. Commissioner Bill Elfer-
ing could not attend the meeting.
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Start Planning Your Future in Boardman
Are you ready to buy a home?

Boardman Community Development As-
sociation is offering a $5,000 grant to 
those purchasing their primary residence 
in the Boardman 97818 zip code

Home Buyers 
Incentive Program

Boardman Chamber of Commerce Job Opening
� e Boardman Chamber of Commerce is seeking an energetic, 

creative, detail oriented professional to serve as Assistant Direc-

tor. Must have excellent communication and customer service 

skills. Preferred qualifi cations include event planning, digital and 

print marketing, and data entry.  Must have valid driver's license. 

Starting wage is $17 per hour.  First review of applications will be 

Friday, September 21, 2018. Please send cover letter, resume and 

3 references to: hr@boardmanchamber.org.  

For inquiries please call 541-571-1624.

Please join us September 19th for our monthly 
Chamber Luncheon. This month we will be tak-
ing a bus tour of the Port of Morrow. Lunch will 

be served by Harvest Town Foods
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Butch Parish has worked at the Boardman Police Depart-
ment since 1995. Before his work in Boardman, Butch was a 
Police Offi  cer in Stanfi eld.  In 1994 Butch was injured in the 
line of duty and le�  paralyzed.  Unfortunately, Butch's health 
has taken a turn for the worse the past few months and he is 
gearing up for a major surgery.

BENEFIT FOR BUTCH PARISH
Wednesday September 26 5-8pm,  

Boardman Senior Center 100 Tatone St., Boardman OR

Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Salad and Dessert 

Dinner: $10 adults/ $5 for kids 12 and under

If you can't make it and would like to donate, you can go to any 

Banner Bank and donate to the Butch Parish Recover Fund.


