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By ANTONIO SIERRA

STAFF WRITER

When Hermiston and 
Pendleton residents see a 
new line on their November 
property tax statements, the 
Umatilla County Assess-
ment and Taxation Depart-
ment doesn’t want them to 
fret.

Due to a calculation 
error discovered by a recent 
audit, the urban renewal 
districts in Pendleton and 
Hermiston have never been 
their own line item on a tax 
statement. 

Now it will, and Paul 
Chalmers, the Umatilla 

County director of assess-
ment and taxation, said it 
shouldn’t cause anyone’s 
tax bills to go up. 

“It’s not going to cost 
anyone anything more,” he 
said. “That’s the beauty in 
all of this.” 

Instead of creating a new 
tax, the new taxing system 
will take small amounts 
from each taxing district 
that overlaps with the urban 
renewal districts — entities 
such as Umatilla County 
and Blue Mountain Com-
munity College — and real-
locate them to the urban 
renewal district line.

While the other taxing 

districts will be forgoing 
some revenue, Chalmers 
said it shouldn’t be signif-
icant and the amount of 
money going to each urban 
renewal district should be 
the same.

“What’s going to the 
urban renewal district is not 
compromised by this devel-
opment,” he said. 

Pendleton and Herm-
iston are the only cities in 
the county that have urban 
renewal districts, which 
encompass each city’s 
downtown core. 

Under an urban renewal 
district, the property tax 
base is “frozen” for the 

duration of the district. 
Whatever money is made 
on top of the frozen level 
due to increasing prop-
erty values goes directly 
to the urban renewal dis-
trict instead of being split 
between the usual lineup of 
taxing districts. The money 
is then used for projects 
designed to increase prop-
erty values in the district 
even further.

Hermiston’s urban 
renewal district began in 
2013 and will wind down in 
2033. Projects it has funded 
so far include facade grants 
and the new festival street 
next to city hall. 

Urban renewal will get own line on tax statement

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN 

STAFF WRITER

Hermiston School Dis-
trict enrollment continues 
its steady climb for another 
year.

At the beginning of the 
2013-14 school year, the 
district had 5,104 students. 
As of this August, the begin-
ning of the 2018-19 school 
year, Hermiston has 5,838 
students. According to data 
compiled by the Hermis-
ton School District over 
the past five years, enroll-
ment usually sees a jump 
in the first month of the 
school year before trend-
ing slightly down through-
out the year. 

Interim Superintendent 
Tricia Mooney said the dis-
trict contracted with Port-
land State University sev-
eral years ago to do an 
enrollment study, which 
predicted that the dis-
trict would see continued 
growth.

“We’re increasing at the 
high end of what they antic-
ipated,” she said. 

She attributed some of 

the growth to the influx 
of industry and jobs in the 
Hermiston area. Hermiston 
has seen rapid growth with 
the addition of new Ama-
zon data centers, a Lamb 
Weston facility, and pro-
cessing plants like Shear-
er’s Foods — as well as 

indirect growth, from 
employees who work at the 
Port of Morrow but live in 
Hermiston.

The district staff has 
grown as a result. Mooney 
said this year they added 
sixth grade, third grade and 
kindergarten positions, as 

well as several new posi-
tions at the high school.

“That’s where we’re 
really going to feel the 
crunch next year,” she said.

She said with state 
school funding based on 
the number of students in 
the district, or average daily 

membership, there have 
been some distinct benefits 
to the growth.

“We’ve been able to 
grow programs,” she said. 
“Obviously when we add 
30 students, they’re not 
all in one grade. They’re 
spread out.”

She said they’ve seen 
growth in the high school’s 
career technical educa-
tion program, as well as 
the ability to have music 
and physical education pro-
grams at every level — 
things schools with declin-
ing enrollment often have 
to cut.

But growth has also 
pressed the district up 
against facilities that are 
struggling to hold all its stu-
dents. The addition of mod-
ulars alleviates the need 
for some classroom space, 
Mooney said, but not room 
for other activities.

“Adding modulars 
doesn’t give us extra gym 
space, or extra cafeteria 
space,” she said. “These 
things can be drawbacks to 
increasing enrollment.”

A failed bond in May 
2017 was intended to 
addressed capacity issues, 
but the district will likely 
consider another new bond 
in the near future. 

Hermiston enrollment on the rise
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Teacher Brent Parks gives a walk-though of the shop to new students during the first day 
class at Hermiston High School.

“Adding modulars 
doesn’t give us 

extra gym space, 
or extra cafeteria 

space. These things 
can be drawbacks 

to increasing 
enrollment.”
Tricia Mooney,  

Interim Superintendent
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Carole Janette Hamilton
Hermiston 

Feb. 28, 1939 - Sept. 7, 2018

Carole Janette Hamilton, 79, of Hermiston died Friday, 
Sept. 7, 2018, in Richland, Wash.  She was born Feb. 28, 
1939, in La Grande. A celebration of life gathering was held. 
Arrangements by Burns Mortuary of Hermiston, Oregon. 
Sign the condolence book at burnsmortuaryhermiston.com.

James D. ‘Jim’ Miller
Hermiston 

Nov. 23, 1942 - Sept. 9, 2018

James D. “Jim” Miller, 75, of Hermiston died Sunday, 
Sept. 9, 2018, at his home. He was born Nov. 23, 1942, in 
Fairbury, Nebraska. Viewing will be held Friday, Sept. 14 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Burns Mortuary chapel in Herm-
iston. Arrangements by Burns Mortuary of Hermiston, Ore-
gon. Sign the condolence book at burnsmortuaryhermiston.
com.

Nora Ann Shipley
Umatilla 

Jan. 25, 1944 - Aug. 28, 2018

Nora Ann Shipley, 74, of Umatilla died Tuesday, Aug. 28, 
2018, in Umatilla. She was born Jan. 25, 1944, in Ontario. A 
graveside gathering of family and friends will be held Sun-
day, Sept. 16 at 11 a.m. at Sunset Hills Cemetery, Umatilla. 
Arrangements by Burns Mortuary of Hermiston, Oregon.

Karen M. Jones Southmayd
Richland, Wash. 

Dec. 10, 1944 - Aug. 25, 2018

Former area resident Karen M. Jones Southmayd, 73, 
of Richland, Wash., died Saturday, Aug. 25, 2018. She was 
born Dec. 10, 1944, in Spokane, Wash. No services are 
planned at this time.

Roy A. Taylor Sr.
Hermiston 

June 4, 1936 - Sept. 9, 2018

Roy A. Taylor Sr., 82, of Hermiston died Sunday, Sept. 
9, 2018, at his home. He was born June 4, 1936, in Jules-
burg, Colorado. A private family celebration will be held. 
Arrangements by Burns Mortuary of Hermiston, Oregon. 
Sign the condolence book at burnsmortuaryhermiston.com.

DEATHS

To share your 
worship times call 

541-278-2678

Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Saturdays
Sabbath School........9:30 a.m.
Worship Service......11:00 a.m.

English & Spanish Services

567-8241
Hermiston Jr. Academy 

1300 NW Academy Lane, •  Hermiston

The Full Gospel
Home Church

235 SW 3rd

Phone 567-7678

Rev. Ed Baker - Rev. Nina Baker
Sunday: 

Sunday School........10:00 am
Worship...................11:00 am
Evening Service........7:00 pm
Wednesday Service..7:00 pm

“Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you.”

1 Pet. 5:7

1520 W ORCHARD AVE

Sunday Worship Service

10:30 am Classes for Kids @ 9:15 am

SEEKING JESUS, SHARING LIFE, 

SERVING PEOPLE

www.hermistonnazarene.org

Grace Baptist Church
555 SW 11th, Hermiston

567-9497
Nursery provided for all services

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:45 AM

6:00 PM
Wed Prayer & Worship - 7:00 PM

“Proclaiming God’s word, 
growing in God’s grace”

Our Lady of Angels
Catholic Church

565 W. HERMISTON AVE.
DAILY MASS: Monday-Friday

...............................English 7:00 am

Thursday...............Spanish 6:00 pm

SATURDAY:........ .English 5:00 pm

...............................Spanish 7:00 pm

SUNDAY:..............English 9:00 am

..........................Bilingual 11:00 am

..............................Spanish 1:00 pm

Offi ce..............................567-5812

First Christian Church 
“Proclaiming the Message of Hope, 

Living the Gospel of Love” 

Sunday School 9:15am
Worship Service 10:30am

567-3013
775 W. Highland Ave., Hermiston

NEW BEGINNINGS
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Pastor J.C. Barnett
Children’s Church & 
Nursery Available

700 West Orchard Avenue
P.O. Box 933

Hermiston, Oregon

541-567-8441

WORSHIP       

COMMUNITY

 St. Johns
 Episcopal Church

 Scripture, Tradition and Reason
 Family service 9am Sunday

 N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th,  Hermiston

 Join Us 
 On Our Journey 

 With Jesus.

 We are an all inclusive Church 
 who welcomes all.

t. PH: 567-6672

191 E. Gladys Ave , Hermiston OR 
Sunday Worship 11am  •  541-567-3002 

Nursery available   Check us out on Face Book 

Worship Livestream at herfumc.com

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor 

First United 

Methodist 

Church
Hermiston

LANDMARK BAPTIST 

CHURCH
125 E. Beech Ave. • 567-3232

Pastor David Dever
Sun. Bible Classes...................10:00am
Sun. Worship Service..............11:00am
Sun. Evening Worship..............6:00pm
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study......6:00pm
www.hermistonlmbc.com

 

 

 
 

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

   
855-502-2578

   

Get a $100 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when 

you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package 

or above.

OUT WITH CABLE.

IN WITH SAVINGS.

†$100 REWARD CARD: Requires purchase of qualifying TV package (min. $35/mo promo price after discount that start w/i 3 bills & may req. AutoPay) through card fulfillment. Qualifying Packages: SELECT or above. Select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents 

of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and 

through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined 

with other promotional offers on same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Offer ends 9/30/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to 

change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective 

MUST MAINTAIN SVC & REDEEM W/IN 75 DAYS (CARD IN 4 WKS). Ends 9/30/18. 

Restrs apply. See below for offer details. EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. 

FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. 

NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only 

(equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).
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www.paralegalalternatives.com  

Complete Preparation Includes: 

Children ·Custody ·Support ·Property ·Bills Division  

     legalalt@msn.com                 503-772-5295 
 

     
Divorce in  
1-5 weeks  
Possible!  

legalalt@msn.com                 503

$155 
 

DIVORCE 
NO Court Appearances 

2237 SW Court, Pendleton

 541-276-5053 • www.renataanderson.com

WE HEAR YOU!

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGIST
Working within the community of Pendleton, 
our clinic provides a variety of hearing healthcare 
services including hearing assessments and 
rehabilitation, education, and counseling.

SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON!
You can trust Renata to provide a 
complete hearing evaluation and 
a professional diagnosis of your 
specifi c hearing loss. Call for an 
appointment with Renata today 
and start hearing what you’ve 
been missing.

Pam Wagenaar, 
Administrative AssistantRenata Anderson, MA


