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Hermiston athletics wrapped up its final year as 
a member of the OSAA with state titles, league 
championships and other memorable moments 

By ALEXIS MANSANAREZ

STAFF WRITER

H
ERMISTON — It’s some-
thing most athletic pro-
grams build its success 

on: the rise, or fall, of its football 
program. 

For the Hermiston Bulldogs, the 
2017 football season marked more 
than the start of the athletic year 
that would end in heartbreaking 
fashion nearly nine months later 
with a loss in the softball quarter-
finals. It also marked what would 
be the final year as a member of 
the OSAA. The storyline was fol-
lowed in almost every sport, and 
the self-titled “Farewell Tour” had 
an impressive first stop. 

The most memorable per-
formance of the year goes to 
the football team after the Bull-
dogs defeated Churchill 38-35 on 
November 25 for the school’s first 
Class 5A state football title since 
hoisting the trophy in 2014, and for 
the first time ever the state champi-
ons won’t be defending their title 
come next season. Instead, Herm-
iston will move into a league with 
WIAA’s Class 4A football champi-
ons, Richland, and 3A playoff con-
tenders, Kamiakin.

Behind First-Team All-State 
quarterback Andrew James and 
Coach of the Year, David Faae-
teete, the Hermiston football team 
leads the top moments within 
Hermiston athletics for the 2017-
18 season.

“We did have a good year,” 
Hermiston athletic director Larry 
Usher said. “I know there are some 
other programs that probably had 
some higher expectations and 
would have liked to have done a 
lot better but overall, it was a good 
year and you say it was a good year 
mainly because you won a state 
championship in football which is 
kind of the crown jewel. 

“To go out winning a state foot-
ball championship was really really 
nice, and of course winning another 
conference championship in boys 
basketball to get that back on track 
was really nice as well,” he added. 

The Columbia River Confer-
ence title, the last of its kind with 
the reclassification happening 
across all classes in the OSAA, 
was the next stop on the Farewell 
Tour.

The boys basketball team has 
had one true opponent in the CRC, 
and it was their cross-county rivals, 
the Pendleton Buckaroos. For the 
past couple of years, it was Pendle-
ton dominating the Bulldogs, win-
ning four consecutive league titles. 
But Hermiston finally dethroned 
the Bucks on its way out. 

A 50-46 win over Pendle-
ton on February 20 at the Dawg 
House gave Hermiston the league 
championship, which was the first 
under head coach Casey Arstein. 
The Bulldogs will return nearly 
their entire roster after losing 
only three seniors to graduation, 
and the experience will be nec-
essary as the team will prepare to 
face tough opponents in the WIAA 
Class 4A/3A hybrid Mid-Colum-
bia Conference. 

Things aren’t only looking up 
for boys basketball: The wres-
tling program will feature reign-
ing 100-pound champion Alice 
Todryk, who will now be compet-
ing in WIAA-sanctioned events — 
something the OSAA will start for 
the first time next year. 

Also seeing improvements this 
year was the softball program, 
which went from a 10-17 season 
with seven freshman on the roster 
to a 17-10 year and a quarterfinal 
appearance.

The Bulldogs battled in the 
postseason after finishing league 
play 6-6 behind first place Pend-
leton, and won their play-in game 
10-5 and then made it through the 
first round of the playoffs with a 
4-3 win. The 11-8 loss in the sec-
ond round was devastating, but it 
also showed what a year can do for 
the Bulldogs, who like the baseball 
program will face tough competi-
tion in Richland and Kamiakin.

The athletic year wrapped up 
with Hermiston’s final trip to the 
historic Hayward Field for the 
state track and field champion-

ships, where the girls team earned 
a third place finish after recording 
50 points and senior Tyler Rohr-
man won the 5A 110-meter hurdle 
state championship with a personal 

best of 14.09. 
“Of course to finish off the year 

with our girl’s track program doing 
as well as they did and even some 
of our boys that did fantastic and 

kind of exceeded expectations, it 
was a good, fun way to finish off 
the year,” Usher said.

“Overall, I thought it was a 
great year for our athletic pro-
gram,” he added.

The excitement and momen-
tum will be needed when Herm-
iston enters the very tough MCC 
next year. 

Teams like Richland, a Class 4A 
school that brought home a foot-
ball and baseball state champion-
ship; and Southridge, which won 
the Class 3A baseball state title, 
will be just a couple of the schools 
Hermiston will face in the now 
nine-team league.

“The competition level, it just 
got really, really stiff,” Usher said. 
“We didn’t just join a better league, 
we joined, arguably — and I think 
anybody in the WIAA would argue 
from top to bottom overall when 
you look at all sports — the most 
competitive league in the state 
of Washington. There’s no ques-
tion. They bring out so many state 
champions, it is unbelievable what 
the Mid-Columbia Conference 
does.”

Bulldogs end one era only to start another
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Hermiston’s Stephanie Miears prepares to release the discus during the 
OSAA State Track and Field Championships on May 18-19 at Hayward 
Field in Eugene. In Class 5A, Miears finishes fourth with a personal best of 
124 feet, 1 inch. 
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Hermiston’s Jordan Ramirez (33) and Cody Thacker (45) celebrate as time runs out on the clock in the Bulldogs’ 
38-35 win against Churchill in the 5A state championship game on November 25 in Hillsboro.
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504 Homes for Sale

$335,000- Landmark historical 
home.  Over 5200 sqft. 4 to 5 
bedrooms, 4 baths.  Perfect set-
ting for your antiques or great 
B&B property.  Restored/ updat-
ed mechanical elements.  Vicki 
541-969-8243 cell. 
#18456887    

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$299,000- Immaculate home, 
updated with Silestone count-
ers, tile flooring, crown molding, 
island w/eating bar, walk-in pan-
try.  Solar electrical system.  RV 
parking, 2 sheds, storage and 
shelving in garage.  Dori 541-
310-1001 cell.  #18035772

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$219,000 New Listing  1420 
SW 40 th Pendleton, Newer 
windows, newer siding, newer 
floors, kitchen and bath. 4 bed-
room 1 bath with nice shop/ga-
rage. Newer gas rock fireplace.  
Call for your private showing.  
Don’t miss out on this one.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931     

New Listing RMLS# 18644945. 
Two bedroom 1 bath duplex in 
Pilot Rock with extra lot for park-
ing. No steps. Currently rents 
for around $1100 to $1200 per 
month. Call for additional infor-
mation  (541) 276-0931 or Kal 
541-969-7358.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931   

ADVERTISERS who want quick 
results use classified ads regularly.

504 Homes for Sale

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing. 

541.377.9470

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

$239,000- 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath-
room, 2712sf (m/l) home on .48 
acre lot.  Large deck w/ great 
views. Oak floors, two potential 
master suites, large family room, 
storage.  Jef 541-969-9539 cell.  
#18357457  

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$144,000- 1348 sf (m/l), 3 bed-
room Pilot Rock home.  Fami-
ly room w/gas stove, slider off 
dining room to large oversized 
fenced backyard.  Garden shed.  
Marsha Morgan 541-377-5152 
cell.  #18627503

Coldwell Banker
541-276-0021  

$279,000- 5 bed, 3 bath, 3678sf 
(m/l) home.   F/A heat & cool, 
hardwoods floors.  Large bed-
rooms, 2 family rooms, finished 
basement. New windows & sid-
ing, newer roof.  UGS.  Jerry 
541-969-6378 cell.  #18547957

Coldwell Banker
541-276-0021  

502 Real Estate

LAST CALL for AUSTRALIAN 
tour in OCTOBER- Harbor to 
Outback to Rainforest and Reef. 
Call or drop by office for more 
details

541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave  

FIND YOUR DREAM ACREAGE  
5 to 18 acre farms with water 
rights -- AMAZING Views/Riv-
ers/Pastures/Homes 

Call Kerry
541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

504 Homes for Sale

$125,000- ENJOY this move-in 
ready 3 bedroom, 2 bath with 
attached garage.  One level, 
new carpet, new paint.  Deck of 
back.  Dawn 541-310-9563 cell.  
#18305474

Coldwell Banker
541-276-0021  

WHATEVER YOU ARE 

looking for, don’t buy until you’ve 

checked the Classifieds!

360 Garage Sales

HUGE MULTI FAMILY SALE
1209 NW Johns Avenue 

Pendleton
Saturday 8am to 1pm 

Designer kids clothes, sports 
equipment, tools and other 

great stuff!!! 

GARAGE SALE
1374 SW 39th St. Pendleton. Fri-
day June 1st from 8am to 5pm 
and Saturday 8am to 2pm. Troll-
ing motor, decorations,  spotting 
scope, coffee table, profession-
al camera, fishing supplies, 

clothes, baby items and misc.

MULTI FAMILY
Eastern Oregon Phillipine 

American Community (EOPAC)
Yard Sale

514 SW Court Ave Pendleton. 
Saturday  June 2, 2018 

8am-4pm  

GARAGE SALE
A LOT of furniture, tools, 

camping gear, clothes, Large 
octagon window, and tons of 

misc!!
Friday 8am to 3pm

Saturday 8am to 12pm
1012 NW Skyline drive,

 Pendleton

502 Real Estate

Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to a larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470     

354 Auction Sales

STORAGE UNIT
DEFAULT AND AUCTION SALE 

NOTICE
C & L Storage, 1740 NW Geer 
Road, Hermiston, OR 97838, 
thru A-1 Property Management, 
hereby provides legal notice un-
der ORS 8.687 et seq ef default 
and intent to sell the contents of 
the following storage units locat-
ed on Geer Road, Hermiston, 
Oregon 97838:
  
#7         John Packard
#20       Jeffery Schoen
#74       John Packard
#130     Misti Whitbeck
#136     Jesus Escalante
#140     Kimberly Mansfield

A sale of the contents shall oc-
cur to satisfy amounts due un-
der the lease agreement and all 
amounts allowed by law.  The 
sale shall be held on Saturday,
June 9, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., a 
date 15 or more days after the 
first publication of this notice, 
at the storage units.  This is a 
public sale and the landlord will 
be accepting bids on the con-
tents in whole.  For further in-
formation, contact A-1 Property 
Management, 398 E. Ridgeway, 
Hermiston, OR  97838 (541)567-
4663
   

360 Garage Sales

Table saws, tools, furniture, and 
much more!
1447 SW 45th Street Pendleton 

Saturday  June 2, 2018
8am-12pm  

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 


