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Hermiston goes 2-1 in Week 2 of season

Bulldogs play
Kamiakin,
Lakeridge and
Kennewick

By ALEXIS MANSANAREZ
STAFF WRITER

HERMISTON — If any-
one would have checked the
Hermiston baseball team’s
schedule early on the after-
noon of March 20 and late
into the evening, a matchup
versus the Mid-Columbia
Conference Kamiakin (WA)
Braves did not yet exist.

In fact, head coach Kevin
Moore found out about the
game by way of a call from
the athletic director at 1
p-m. Tuesday and later con-
firmed its existence during
class when one of his play-
ers brought up the late addi-
tion to the schedule.

But  Moore
complain.

“l would rather play
than practice,” he said
Wednesday.

In the Bulldogs’ season
opener last Saturday, Herm-
iston rallied and escaped
with a 6-5 victory. This
time, however, the Bulldogs
were on the losing end of a
one-run game falling 5-4 to
Kamiakin at Armand Larive
Middle School.

Kamiakin got out to a 5-0
lead in the top of the sec-
ond, but Hermiston quickly
answered to cut its deficit
to 5-4 after three innings of
play.

The Bulldogs didn’t let
the Braves add on to their
lead thanks to the work of
Wyatt Noland, who entered
the game in the third and
threw four shutout innings of
relief. Noland allowed only
one hit while striking out
five and walking three. His
performance was just one
of the positives Moore takes
away from Wednesday.

couldn’t
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Hermiston pitcher Caden Schwirse throws from the mound
in the Bulldogs’ 13-3 win against Lakeridge on Friday in

Hermiston.

“We did a lot of good
things today,” Moore said
despite the loss. “You take
a look at the second inning,
we gave up five but it could
have been a lot worse.”

Brylee Dufloth started
on the mound for Hermis-
ton and got out of trouble
early in the first inning when
Kamiakin’s Payton Flynn
hit a line drive to right field
for the Braves’ third out that
left two runners stranded in
scoring position.

Hermiston went 1-2-3 in
the bottom of the inning to
bring the middle of Kami-
akin’s lineup to the plate,
and with it even runs to
take a lead it would never
relinquish.

The bases were loaded in

the second after two singles
and a walk. With no outs on
the board, Dufloth was in
trouble and made his first
mistake of the game.

A pitch hit Conner Banta
and advanced all runners to
give the Braves their first
score. Another walk and
another hit by pitch sent the
Braves around the bases to
take a 3-0 lead.

After Nolan Degarno
hit an RBI single to add to
Kamiakin’s lead, Hermiston
had a 5-2-3 double play to
help stop the bleeding.

Before a fly out to center
field to end the inning, Flynn
hit a grounder that was bob-
bled giving Degarno enough
time to score.

Despite letting five runs
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FORD
TRUCK MONTH

F-SERIES | AMERICA’S BEST-SELLING TRUCKS L&

GoInNG on wow!

NEW 2017 FORD
FIESTA 5 DR HATCH SE

Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, PL,
PW, SYNC?®, 16” Black
Machined Wheels

Fordcountry.com Discount.

13,999

STK#
H8122

NEW 2018 FORD
EDGE SEL AWD

2.0L EcoBoost, Leather, Nav,
Remote Start, Tow Pkg

Combined Factory Rebate...
Ford Fast Cash Certificates.
Fordcountry.com Discount...

*31, 511

H6012T

NEW 2018 FORD F-130
SUPERCREW 4X4

EcoBoost, 10 Sp Auto, STX
Appearance Pkg, 20” Wheels,
36 Gal. Fuel Tank

59,001 off
MSRP
- — TR

Combined Factory Rebatt
Fordcountry com Discount...

Ford Credit Cash
Retail Trade Assist

*39 449

QVER 600 NEW AND USED VEHICLES

2015 FORD
FIESTA S

4 Cyl, Auto, 16k Miles

Q O
*9,999

H6021P

2016 KIR

4 Cyl, Auto, 4 Door
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*10,988

HE6008P HB002PA

2012 LINCOLN
MKZ HYBRID

Leather, Must See!
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10,877

2017 TOYOTA
COROLLA

4 Cyl, Auto, 27k Miles

Py
19,419

HB6010P

Running Boards, Canopy
H5972PA

2006 DODGE RAM 2500 4X4

H6036P

2016 glllllln

4 Cyl, Auto, 37k Miles

b @®
16,871

2008 FORD
Fa50 4X4

Diesel, Auto, Flatbed

5y

*16,924

HB004TA
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Hermiston’s Joel Mendez steals second base as Lakeridge’s
Cameron Clayton waits for the ball in the Bulldogs’ 13-3 win
against the Pacers on Friday in Hermiston.

g0, Moore was pleased with
the Bulldogs’ efforts.

“I stress defensive situa-
tions in practice and guess
what? Fly ball we communi-
cate and ground ball we get
a double play and we’re out
of the inning,” he said.

It wouldn’t take long for
Hermiston to add runs of its
own.

A walk with the bases
loaded in the bottom of the
second finally put the Bull-
dogs on the board, and three
more in the third gave Herm-
iston a chance at another
comeback win.

Daniel Gossler, Trevor
Wagner and Dustin Mad-
dox all contributed — Goss-
ler and Maddox each with an
RBI single and Wagner with
an RBI double.

“It was a team effort to
come back,” Moore said.
“We did a lot of good things,
but again we just need that
one hit to break the game
open and we almost had it.”

In the sixth inning, Herm-
iston’s Caden Schwirse
stepped up to the plate.
Schwirse was responsible
for a two-run RBI single
in Saturday’s win and was
close to another with run-
ners on first and second. But
Schwirse’s line drive went
straight to the left fielder to

end the inning.

In Wednesday’s game,
the Bulldogs fell behind
early and needed a come-
back to win but instead fell
just short.

“One thing I stressed was
to not dig ourselves into a
hole like we have the last
couple of games,” Moore
said.

On Friday afternoon’s
non-league game against
Lakeridge, Hermiston made
sure it wouldn’t need to
orchestrate a comeback to
earn a victory, scoring 13
runs in the first two innings
for an easy 13-3 victory.

Along with the runs, the
Bulldogs had the benefit of
a terrific outing from start-
ing pitcher Schwirse. The
senior right-hander gave up
just six hits and three runs in
five innings with two strike-
outs and one walk.

“Caden pitched to con-
tact and positive things hap-
pened,” Moore said.

Noland led the Bulldogs’
offense by going 2-for-4
with one run and one RBI.
Joey Gutierrez also had a
strong game going 1-for-3
with one run and two RBI,
while Joel Mendez scored
three runs and Landon Jones
scored twice.

Noland tied the game at

1-1 in the first inning with an
RBI single to right and the
Bulldogs took the lead when
Tolan and Noland scored on
a Lakeridge error.

One day removed from
its 13-3 victory over Laker-
idge, Hermiston went right
back to work on Satur-
day, and this time in better
conditions.

Under the afternoon sun
at Armand Larive Middle
School, the Bulldogs held
their own against a tough
opponent in the Kennewick
Lions, but came up short in
a 8-2 Lions’ victory.

“Kennewick capitalized
on our errors,” Moore said
of the loss. “When a team
gives you outs, you bet-
ter take advantage of it and
unfortunately that’s what
happened to us.”

After a scoreless open-
ing inning for both teams,
the Braves (5-1) got out to
an early lead in the second
when Kaleb Stevenson’s hit
grounded out for the team’s
second out but not before
Easton Stevens scored for
the 1-0 advantage.

The Bulldogs (2-2)
answered with two runs
of their own, a RBI sin-
gle off the bat of Dufloth
and a sacrifice fly from Jor-
dan Ramirez to bring home
Schwirse. However, Ken-
newick struck for two more
runs in the fourth and added
five more runs over the final
two frames to keep the Bull-
dogs away.

Noland, Gossler and
Dufloth all fared well at the
plate despite Hermiston’s
loss. All three batters went
2-for-3 and each notched at
least one single. Lukas Tolan
was given the loss after
going four innings allow-
ing three runs on seven hits
with a long strike out and
one walk.

The Bulldogs will return
to the diamond Thursday in
the Volcano Stadium Tour-
ney at Salem-Keizer Vol-
cano Stadium.
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Surgery
& You

Join Dr. Christopher

J. Keeler as he shares
common surgical conditions
that he cares for right
here in Hermiston.
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Wednesday, April 25
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd Health Care System

Conference Center 1and 2
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4 Cyl, Auto, 27k Miles, Leather
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2013 FORD
EXPEDITION EL 4X4

Fully Equipped!

2015 CHEVY
TRAVERSE 4X4

3rd Seat, 49k Miles, Must See!
-
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2013 FORD EDGE
SPORT AWD

Leather, Sunroof, Nav

610 NW 11th Street | Hermiston, OR 97838

A Healthy dessert with light refreshments will be provided

Space is Limited. Register today!

HE6009B

H8033AB

H5758PA

H5802P

(541) 701-3476 "Loiinmoln
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*Only one at this price. HURRY! Rebates subject to change without notice. **Requires trade of ‘95 or newer

vehicle.

11am-5pm
555 US Hwy 395, Hermiston, OR

ROBLEI’!'I SALES

DEALE,

***Must finance with Ford Credit, OAC. Some rules apply, see dealer for details.

All photos are for illustrative purposes only. All prices plus license, title and up to $150 doc fee.
Full VIN ID number available from dealer upon request. Offers expire 3/30/18.

Call 541.667.3509

or Register Online at Eventbrite

Can’t Make it to the Event?
Watch Live at www.facebook.com/gshcsnews
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