
Charles has felt the same 
draw, pushing him to do the 
whole 1,000 in one stretch.

“I’m not going to be 
alone,” he said. “I’m going 
to be with every other per-
son from around the world 
who is there.”

He said he’ll be able to 
converse with travelers who 
speak English and Span-
ish and he will be interested 
to hear their opinions on 
Americans. He’s never done 
the French portion of the 
Camino and doesn’t speak 
French, but he has a trusty 
guidebook and said villages 
along the Camino are used 
to international pilgrims 
who don’t necessarily speak 
the language. At each stop 
Clupny can add a new stamp 
to his guidebook, and at the 
end will receive a certifi-
cate in Latin, similar to the 
one he received for doing 
the 500-mile stretch through 

Spain in the past.
Clupny said he’s doing 

the trip for himself but 
also for CASA. Court-Ap-
pointed Special Advocates 
act on behalf of children in 
the foster system, as an adult 
whose only responsibility is 
to advocate for what is best 
for the child.

“You represent the chil-
dren in court, you have to 

keep up with the legal sys-
tem and keep up with the 
law, you have to do visita-
tions, get to know both sets 
of parents, attorneys,” he 
said. “It can be frustrating.”

Jesus Rome, the area’s 
CASA coordinator, said they 
appreciate Clupny’s efforts 
to raise money and his vol-
unteer work for the program.

“Charlie’s a wonder-

ful guy,” Rome said. “He’s 
been in CASA for a number 
of years and he’s passionate 
about kids in foster care.”

He said there are about 
160 to 170 foster kids in 
Umatilla and Morrow coun-
ties, but only 32 active 
CASAs at the moment. A 
training is scheduled on 
April 2 for new volun-
teers interested in becom-
ing a CASA, which takes 30 
hours of training and a back-
ground check to qualify. 
Money donated on behalf of 
Clupny will be used for such 
trainings in the future.

The goal, Rome said, is to 
serve the area’s most vulner-
able children and help them 
find a safe and loving home.

Clupny leaves for Europe 
April 5. He said he hoped 
people will be inspired by 
his 1,000 mile walk and 
donate to CASA through 
Umatilla-Morrow County 
Head Start. A website for 
donations and updates about 
his journey will soon be 
available at www.umchs.
com/donate.

HIKE
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Lopez said moving out 
to EOTEC will be a big 
change, but the facility was 
specifically designed for 
events like Cinco de Mayo. 
The carnival, for example, 
will be bigger than ever in 
the greenway built for car-
nival rides at the Umatilla 
County Fair.

Last year the committee 
also wasn’t allowed to host 
a beer garden due to a “no 
alcohol” rule at city parks, 
and they had problems with 
people sneaking it in. This 
year alcohol is allowed, 
and the contained nature of 
the EOTEC property will 
allow for better security. It 
will also address problems 
that happened last year with 
people running in front of 
traffic on Elm Avenue.

“One main reason (for 
the change) is safety — 
people crossing open roads 
around the event and kids 
being unattended with so 

much traffic,” Lopez said.
The downside is that 

there will be no parade this 
year, as organizers didn’t 
feel there was a safe route 
around EOTEC and didn’t 
want to have the parade 
separated from the rest of 
the event. Organizers also 
have to pay to rent EOTEC 
for the weekend.

While the Cinco de 
Mayo nonprofit organiza-
tion is doing the planning 
for the event, Lopez said 
they were being supported 
by the city, including the 
parks and recreation depart-
ment and Hispanic Advi-
sory Committee. Fetter said 
the city was happy to help 
with the transition to the 
new location.

“I think it’s a really 
strong move for them,” he 
said. 

Clara Beas Fitzgerald, 
a city councilor who said 
she stepped down as presi-
dent of the Cinco de Mayo 
group in order to make 
room for a younger gener-
ation of leaders, said they 
hope to make Hermiston’s 
Cinco de Mayo event the 
biggest in Eastern Oregon.

CINCO DE 
MAYO
Continued from Page A1

STAFF PHOTO BY KATHY ANEY

Isabel Vargas, of the Aztec Dancers, of Yakima, dances 
with her troupe members during the 2017 Hermiston Cinco 
de Mayo celebration at Butte Park.

STAFF PHOTO BY JADE MCDOWELL. 

Stamps show past visits Charles Clupny has made to stops 
along the Camino de Santiago.          

“Agriculture benefits 
all Oregonians by ensur-
ing food security, providing 
jobs, preserving the envi-
ronment, and enhancing 
our quality of life,” Anne 
Marie Moss, communica-
tions director for the Ore-
gon Farm Bureau said in a 
statement. “It’s particularly 
impressive when you real-
ize that farmers and ranchers 
represent less than 1 percent 
of the state’s population.”

To celebrate, Oregon res-

idents can visit oregonfb.
org/oregonsbounty to locate 
farm stands and u-pick 
farms in their area.

See page A8 for a story, 
a column and advertise-
ments celebrating National 
Ag Week. 

• • •

Speaking of agriculture, 
Kristen Adele Corpus of 
Hermiston placed first in the 
state in the 2017 National 
Corn Yield Contest, spon-
sored by the National Corn 
Growers Association.

Corpus placed first in 
Oregon in the Irrigated Class 
with a yield of 310.709 

bushels per acre. The hybrid 
used in the winning field 
was DEKALB DKC62-05. 

The 2017 contest par-
ticipation included 7,269 
entries from 46 states. 

• • •

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering to help domestic 
violence victims will have 
the opportunity to receive 
the required training at the 
beginning of May.

Domestic Violence 
Services is holding train-
ings for crisis line workers 
May 2 to May 23 in Pend-
leton. Classes are Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fri-

days from 6-9 p.m. Topics 
for the 10 courses range 
from understanding protec-
tion orders to the dynamics 
of stalking.

To reserve a spot or 
get more information, call 
541-276-3322.   

———

You can submit items for 
our weekly By The Way col-
umn by emailing your tips 
to editor@hermistonherald.
com or share them on social 
media using the hashtag 

BTW
continued from Page A1
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 *Only one at this price.  HURRY! Rebates subject to change without notice.  **Requires trade of ‘95  or newer 
 vehicle.   ***Must finance with Ford Credit, OAC. Some rules apply, see dealer for details. 

 All photos are for illustrative purposes only. All prices plus license, title and up to $150 doc fee .  
 Full VIN ID number available from dealer upon request.  Offers expire 3/23/18.

 SHOP ONLINE 24/7  FORDCOUNTRY.COM

 “WE ARE YOUR  NO  PROBLEM SALES 
 & SERVICE DEALER”

 Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm | Sun. 11am-5pm
 555 US Hwy 395, Hermiston, OR (541) 701-3476

 OVER 600 NEW AND USED VEHICLES OVER 600 NEW AND USED VEHICLES

 NEW 2018 FORD F-150 
 SUPERCREW 4X4

 EcoBoost, 10 Sp Auto, STX 
 Appearance Pkg, 20” Wheels, 

 36 Gal. Fuel Tank

 STK# 
 H8093

 MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $45,130
 Combined Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$4,050
 Fordcountry.com Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$4,381

 $ 36,699 *

 Ford Credit Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$750***
 Retail Trade Assist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$500**

 $ 35,449 *

 SAVE
 $9,681 off 

 MSRP

 2006 DODGE 
 RAM 2500 4X4

 Running Boards, Canopy

 H5972PA

 $ 15,559

 2015 CHEVY 
 TRAVERSE 4X4

 3rd Seat, 49k Miles, Must See!

 H5758PA

 $ 20,920

 $ 16,877
 H6036P

 2016 MAZDA 
 6

 4 Cyl, Auto, 37k Miles

 2013 HYUNDAI 
 TUSCON
 55k Miles

 $ 14,888
 H5383PC

 2013 FORD 
 EXPEDITION EL 4X4

 Fully Equipped!

 $ 20,999
 H8033AB

 NEW 2017 FORD 
 FIESTA 5 DR HATCH SE

 Auto, Air, Cruise, Tilt, PL, 
 PW, SYNC ® , 16” Black 

 Machined Wheels

 STK# 
 H8122

 MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,995
 Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$3,000
 Fordcountry.com Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$996

 $ 13,999 *

 SAVE
 $3,996 off 

 MSRP

 2008 FORD 
 F550 4X4

 Diesel, Auto, Flatbed

 $ 16,924
 H6004TA

 2012 LINCOLN 
 MKZ HYBRID

 Leather, Must See!

 H6002PA

 $ 10,877

 $ 20,788
 H6009B

 2017 MAZDA 
 6

 4 Cyl, Auto, 27k Miles, Leather

 2016 KIA 
 RIO

 4 Cyl, Auto, 4 Door

 $ 10,588
 H6008P

 $ 15,479
 H6010P

 2017 TOYOTA 
 COROLLA

 4 Cyl, Auto, 27k Miles

 2015 FORD 
 FIESTA S

 H6021P

 $ 9,959

 4 Cyl, Auto, 16k Miles

 $ 21,877
 H5802P

 2013 FORD EDGE 
 SPORT AWD

 Leather, Sunroof, Nav

 NEW 2018 FORD 
 EDGE SEL AWD

 2.0L EcoBoost, Leather, Nav, 
 Remote Start, Tow Pkg

 STK#
 H6012T

 MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39,385
 Combined Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$3,500
 Ford Fast Cash Certificates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$1,000
 Fordcountry.com Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -$3,308

 $ 31,577 *

 SAVE
 $7,808 off 

 MSRP

 Your 

 local truck 

 headquarters!  going on now!


