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HERMISTON HISTORY THREE MINUTES WITH ...

When and why did you move to Hermiston? 
I was actually born in California, but my mom 
decided to move here to Hermiston when I was only 
two, so I have pretty much lived here in Hermiston 
all my life.

What is your favorite place to eat in Hermiston? 
McDonald’s ha ha

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
Spend time with my nieces and nephews. They are my 
world and mean everything to me. One of our favor-
ite things to do is go to the bowling alley and play 
in the arcade. When I am not spending time with my 
nieces and nephews I love to relax, get munchies and 
watch TV.

What surprises you about Hermiston? 
I am surprised with how big Hermiston is getting. 
This town use to be like that TV show Cheers where 
everybody know everybody, but now you go into 
Walmart and there so many unfamiliar faces.

What was the last book you read? 
The Diary of Anne Frank. It such a great book.

What app or website do you use most often 
other than Facebook or Google? 
Snapchat or Instagram

If you could travel anywhere, where would 
you go? 
I really want to go on a Disney cruise in Florida. It 
has been a dream of mine for a long time.

What is the funniest thing that’s happened to 
you? 
A lot of things, but the one that comes to mind is when 
I was at work the song “I Want to be a Billionaire” 
came on over the radio so I started cleaning and 
singing really loud and even danced a little ... well 
I did not notice that the person whose room I was 
cleaning was right behind me. When I turn around 
and notice him he had this big smile on his face and 
said, “Don’t we all”. I was so embarrassed still am 
to this day, and I also still wish that I could be a bil-
lionaire ha ha

What is one of your goals for the next 12 
months? 
Right now, I am not very healthy so my biggest goal is 
to get myself on the right track, starting with my eat-
ing habits and get better so I am not sick all the time.

What is your proudest accomplishment? 
Being an aunt. I love knowing that I am a role model 
to my nieces and nephews.

AUDRA ARIAS
Housekeeper for Oxford Suites

25 YEARS AGO
MARCH 16, 1993

More than 100 skydiv-
ers flocked to the Herm-
iston airport for an event 
billed as the First Annual 
Access Boogie, organized 
by Mitch Myers.

Myers, a skydiver him-
self and the owner of M&M 
Airsports, said the two-day 
event was a thank you to 
the city of Hermiston for 
allowing skydiving at the 
airport, which he described 
as a long struggle.

“We have more than 
100 jumpers coming in 
from as far away as Boise 
and Montana to take part in 
this, and most of them are 
bringing their families.” 
He went on to say the exhi-
bition would be a boost to 
the local economy.

The dive began Satur-
day morning with the plan 
to keep at least one set 
of divers in the air at all 
times, and was open only 
to those with experience. 
The general public was 
invited to tag along for an 
observer ride or make tan-
dem jumps.

Among the aircraft tak-
ing them up was a Turbine 
Porter, a favorite of skydiv-
ers with a vertical climb of 
2,300 feet per minute fully 
loaded that could carry 10 
people at a time and be 
used for formation jumps 
that combined as many as 
25 at a time.

Some of the divers 
were members of a team 
from Kennewick that had 
recently set a world record.

Myers said Hermis-
ton was an ideal place for 
skydivers because of lim-
ited air traffic and rural 
surroundings.

50 YEARS AGO
MARCH 14, 1968

The Uma-West Arts 
and Crafts Club was reac-
tivated to increase the cul-
tural standing of the greater 
Hermiston area.

Hermiston Mayor Wal-
ter Pearson and “numer-
ous” other city and county 
officials supported the deci-
sion, saying the club could 
serve “a very worthwhile 
purpose.”

Mrs. Dick Hodge, trea-

surer, and Mrs. Henry 
Frischmuth, secretary, were 
the only two active officers 
of the club and were put-
ting plans in motion to reor-
ganize it. They encouraged 
anyone to apply to join the 
club, no matter how good 
they were at crafts, and 
offered that the club would 
provide fundamentals and a 
greater appreciation for art 
— or at least an enjoyable 
hobby.

Meanwhile, Mayor 
Pearson also announced an 
effort to combat unsightli-
ness in Hermiston and the 
surrounding areas, calling 
it “deplorable” in a meet-
ing with the city planning 
commission.

He cited auto wrecking 
yards in particular, which 
County Judge D.R. (Sam) 
Cook said that legally there 
is little that can be done to 
prevent the roadside ugli-
ness unless they are caus-
ing a public health haz-
ard, but asked the county 
court for a ruling. Of par-
ticular interest were wreck-
ing yards along the Uma-
tilla-Stanfield Highway 
connecting Hermiston and 
Highway 730.

75 YEARS AGO
MARCH 18, 1943

Members of the Hermis-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
voted on a recommendation 
to the city council to take 
immediate action on a dog 
menace in the community.

Harry Kelley reported 
he lost 100 breeding hens 
to attacks by stray dogs, 
costing him about $6.50 
apiece plus 35 to 38 eggs 
each that could sell for 25 
cents apiece (which totals 
$1,500, conservatively). 
He suggested immediately 
licensing dogs as a means 
of identifying owners when 
the animals were found 
trespassing or shot while 
killing turkeys, chickens or 
sheep.

After the dog talk, 
Chamber of Commerce 
president Art Thrasher 
called for a report on ques-
tionnaire cards mailed to 
members, who by and large 
wanted to move the meet-
ings to twice a month in the 
evening, and for the board 
to discuss official business 
during the meetings.

Considerable discus-
sion followed, and the 
club voted to try an eve-

ning meeting in the coming 
weeks.

100 YEARS AGO
MARCH 16, 1918

Col. J.F. McNaught, 
a pioneer of the Hermis-
ton valley and one of the 
best known ranchers on the 
project, met with a very bad 
accident at his home.

It happened as he was 
stepping from the bath-
tub after going through his 
usual ablution, his foot slip-
ping from under him as he 
stepped to the floor, thereby 
causing him to fall back-
ward. Throwing out his 
right hand to break the fall 
he missed catching hold of 
the bathtub and fell with 
the arm underneath in such 
a manner that it broke it 
square off above the elbow.

After having it set, 
McNaught and his son, 
C.S., went to Pendleton  for 
an X-ray application, which 
showed the bones had been 
perfectly joined.

Though he suffered 
much pain at the time, he 
was getting along as well 
as could be expected at last 
report.

HH FILE PHOTO
Joy Brady and Judy Baumgart, both students at Umatilla High School, give Darrell Power, of Hermiston, a sample of 
the candy they were selling at a market. The sample was enough to close a sale, as Power bought a package of candy. 
Operation GI, a program designed to let servicemen from the area know residents care about them, received a boost from 
youths in Umatilla. 

HERALD FILE PHOTO
Local skydiver Mitch Myers comes in for a landing during a 1992 jump. Myers and other 
skydivers participated in the First Annual Access Boogie at the Hermiston Municipal 
Airport in 1993.

Blazing fast Internet is available and can be yours with Spectrum Internet™ With speeds starting at 60 Mbps

 

MOFE HD CHANNELS,
FASTEF INTEFNET AND 
UNLIMITED VOICE.

SPECTFUM INTEFNET™
AS LOW AS

$2999
/per mo.
for 12 mos
when bundled*

 

• Speeds up to 60Mbps
• Unlimited data – no data caps

125+ CHANNELS

UNLIMITED CALLING

UP TO 60MBPS

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

855-613-2321
*Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and Voice is $89.97/mo. for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Available Internet speeds may vary by 

address. WiFi: Equipment, activation and installation fees apply. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. 

Services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. All Rights Reserved. ©2017 Charter Communications.

$8997
/mo each
for 12 mos
when bundled*from

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAYTM

TV, INTERNET AND VOICE

DENTAL Itsuratce
Physiciats Mutual Itsuratce Compaty

A less expetsive way to help get the dettal care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125
Or www.dental50plus.com/25

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CARDONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Speed performance allowing vou to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

855-977-9436

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjov big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 ! 50X faster than DSL!!** ! High speed with fiber optic technology

! Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLinkh  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers varv bv speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 ! Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps ! Available everywhere

! Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

 

 

W/ 24-mo. agreement. Redemption required.
 

 

IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

Ask me how to Bundle and save. CALL TODAY!

   
855-502-2578

   

Get a $200 AT&T Visa® Reward Card† when 

you sign up for DIRECTV SELECT™ Package 

or above.

OUT WITH CABLE.

IN WITH SAVINGS.

†$200 Reward Card for purchase of qualifying DIRECTV SELECT and above; Offer not available in select locations. For new residential customers in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Residents of select multi-dwelling units are not eligible for this offer. Reward Card: Will be sent letter with redemption 
requirements. Redemption req’d w/in 75 days from reward notification mail date. Reward Card delivered within 3-4 weeks after redemption to customers who maintain qualifying service from installation date and through reward fulfillment. Card expires at month-end, 6 mos. after issuance. No cash access. For cardholder 
agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myrewardcard/agreement_FSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to license from Visa. U.S.A Inc. May not be combined with other promotional offers on same services. Offer ends 3/31/18. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to 
Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. ©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks 
contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., $35 ACTIVATION, EQUIP. NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. 

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA).

Your Family Deserves The 

BEST
Technology...
Value...
TV!...

1-866-373-9175CALL TODAY

Save 20%*!

190 Channels

$14./mo.
95

Add High Speed Internet

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 
Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3 
Smart HD DVR

• Watch and record 16 shows at once
• Get built-in Netflix and YouTube
• Watch TV on your mobile devices

Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

*With 2 Year Price Guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit 

qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo. Requires credit qualification and commitment. Offer expires 4/9/18.


