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HERMISTON HISTORY THREE MINUTES WITH ...

MEL SWARTZ
Pastor, Oasis Vineyard Church

When and why did you move to Hermiston?
We moved in May of 2017 to take over the church.  I 
moved from Daytona Beach, Florida.

What is your favorite place to eat in Hermiston?
So far, it depends on the food. I love Tacos y Mas, La 
Palma, Delish for city food. I like Last Supper Dining 
 — they do a prime rib dip that’s amazing.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I have young children – 8, 6, and 3 — so mostly 
I spend time with them. We try to do family hikes, 
but it doesn’t always work out. We try to go to the 
mountains.

What surprises you about Hermiston?
I think what surprised me is that I thought I was 
moving to a small, rural farming community — 
and I did — but it’s really about business. It’s very 
business-savvy. 

What was the last book you read?
Ready Player One, by Ernest Cline. It was good; it’s 
science fiction, if you like that sort of thing.

What app or website do you use most often 
other than Facebook or Google?
Spotify.

If you could travel anywhere, where would you 
go?
I love to travel. Lately, I’ve been wanting to go back 
to Scotland, I lived there when I was a kid on the 
Kintyre Peninsula. Paul McCartney wrote a song 
about it.

What is the funniest thing that’s happened to 
you?
I was supposed to give a speech for a class in college, 
and I went to the wrong room. The professor wasn’t 
there, but the TA was. They asked me who I was, and 
I said I was supposed to give a speech. So I stood up 
to give this persuasive speech, and it was so off-topic 
– it was a chemistry class or something. I got about 
10 minutes in before the TA said, “I think you’re in 
the wrong spot.” 

What is one of your goals for the next 12 
months?
We have a garden at church that we grow produce 
from and give away. I’d like to expand that garden 
and have more types of produce. This past year we 
gave 2,500 pounds of produce, but the previous year 
we gave 4,000. We give it to people who need it — 
fresh produce can be hard to find.

What is your proudest accomplishment?
Three children and 13 years of happy marriage. 

25 YEARS AGO
JAN. 19, 1993

Because of slick 
roads and dangerous 
driving conditions, 
area school districts 
have been using up 
their few “emergency 
closure” days at an 
alarming rate. Herm-
iston School District, 
which has the luxury 
of five closure days, 
has already used half 
their margin. “Basi-
cally we’ve used up 
about two and a half 
days, which is about 
half our total days,” 
said Hermiston Super-
intendent Jer Pratton.

According to a 
recent report by the 
Oregon Health Divi-
sion 1,537 cases of 
AIDS have been 
reported in the state. 
Of that number, 35 
are listed here in Uma-
tilla County, reports Sha-
ron Kline, RN, administra-
tor of the Umatilla County 
Public Health Department. 
The real problem with that 
last figure is not that it is 
so high for a rural county 
such as Umatilla, but that it 
is only the tip of the deadly 
iceberg. Kline explains that 
for every one reported, sta-
tistics show as least 50 
cases of the always-fatal 
disease go undetected. The 
administrator goes on to 
warn that while every sexu-
ally active individual or IV 
drug user is at risk, teenag-
ers are especially suscepti-
ble to the disease. Accord-
ing to the Oregon Health 
Division report, over 50 
percent of all Oregon teens 
have reported having sex-
ual intercourse; of those 
teens, only 25 percent 
reported using a condom 
during the last experience.

50 YEARS AGO
JAN. 18, 1968

Hermiston’s first audi-
torium per se is about to 
become a reality even 
though it will be located 
in the junior high school. 
With a seating capacity of 
approximately 300 per-
sons, the auditorium has 
been included in planned 
improvements and addi-
tions in the Hermiston 
school system. John Cer-
mak, principal of the junior 
high school, lauded the 
board’s action saying the 
auditorium would repre-
sent fulfillment of a com-

munity need.
Hermiston area soci-

ety will be host to literally 
champion guests on Jan. 19 
— a Japanese all-star high 
school championship wres-
tling team. The Japanese 
will wrestle Hermiston and 
Stanfield boys at the senior 
high school here that night 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. and 
following the competition 
the Japanese will spend the 
night at homes of Hermis-
ton families.

75 YEARS AGO
JAN. 21, 1943

Hermiston dairies are 
telling their patrons that 
the “Milk Bottle Loss is 
Too High.” Instructions 
are given in an advertise-
ment on page 4 as to the 
proper care of milk bot-
tles and readers are urged 
to cooperate in this matter. 
Due to the extreme short-
age of bottles and the high 
cost of replacing them, 
the matter is quite seri-
ous. Samples of damage 
done by housewives 
who used too hot water 
to rinse the bottles can 
be seen at The Her-
ald office. It is pointed 
out that it is not neces-
sary to use hot water 
in washing the bottles 
because they must be 
thoroughly washed and 
disinfected by steam by 
the dairies before they 
are refilled.

Oregon again leads 
the U.S.A. in war bond 
sales and Umatilla 
County did its part by 

purchasing $238,862.80 of 
war bonds during Novem-
ber, the last month for 
which official figures are 
available. Total statewide 
sales are $10,787,000. 
Oregon’s national record 
is the largest purchase of 
war bonds in proportion to 
income of any state in the 
union. Oregon has led the 
nation twice in the last four 
months, having also been 
the number one state in 
August.

100 YEARS AGO
JAN. 19, 1918

At the close of the old 
year we mailed to all the 
subscribers whose sub-
scriptions to this paper 
were due or overdue a 
statement, to which many 
immediately responded. 
The balance, however, 
have evidently mislaid 
and forgotten the state-
ment, and it is to them that 

we dedicate these 
lines, in the hope 
that it will be the 
means of a gen-
tle reminder that 
we need money 
at this time to pay 
our obligations. 
It costs money, 
moreso now than 
it ever did, to 
operate a newspa-
per, so we would 
admonish those 
who do not come 
across in a rea-
sonable time on 
subscription not 
to feel unkindly 
toward us if 
their names are 
dropped from our 
list of subscribers 
due to non-pay-
ment of dues.

Little did the 
least three of the 
city council dream 

that they would be caught 
in a web of their own mesh, 
when, at the last meeting of 
the city fathers, they passed 
a resoltion instructing the 
city clerk to enforce the 
water ordinance and see to 
it that all who had not paid 
their monthly rental by 
the 10th of this month be 
deprived of the use of the 
city’s domestic fluid. But 
every lane has a turn, and 
when the 10th of the month 
rolled around the shoe was 
on the other foot, for on 
turning the faucet at their 
respective homes and hear-
ing only a gurgle therefrom, 
Aldermen Carl McNaught, 
Harry Straw and Frank 
Woughter quickly came to 
a realization that they had 
been caught in a trap of 
their own making, and it is 
said that all three forthwith 
hastened from their homes 
without breakfast to hunt 
up City Clerk Jensen to pay 
their water dues.
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Hermiston students board a school bus during a snowstorm in January 1993.          

HH FILE PHOTO 

Then-county commissioner Bill Hansell gives Hermiston High School 
students in Kyle Kennison’s senior social studies class a lesson on county 
government in January 1993.     
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A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

The support you need to find quality 

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

There’s no cost to you! 

CALL (855) 864-4711

There’s no cost to you! 

CALL (855) 864-4711
! We’re paid by our partner communities

 

MOFE HD CHANNELS,
FASTEF INTEFNET AND 
UNLIMITED VOICE.

SPECTFUM INTEFNET™
AS LOW AS

$2999
/per mo.
for 12 mos
when bundled*

 

• Speeds up to 60Mbps
• Unlimited data – no data caps

Blazing fast Internet is available and can be yours with Spectrum Internet™ With speeds starting at 60 Mbps

125+ CHANNELS

UNLIMITED CALLING

UP TO 60MBPS

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

855-613-2321$8997
/mo each
for 12 mos
when bundled*from

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAYTM

TV, INTERNET AND VOICE

*Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and Voice is $89.97/mo. for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Available Internet speeds may vary by 

address. WiFi: Equipment, activation and installation fees apply. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. 

Services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. All Rights Reserved. ©2017 Charter Communications.
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-844-533-9173
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Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
AX DEDUCTIBLE

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CARDONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm • Sun 12pm-5am

www.cottagefl owersonline.com

YOUR WEDDING HEADQUARTERS

Put a smile on the heart with 
the power of flowers.

TUXEDO RENTALS • COURSAGES 

JEWELRY • BOUTENNIERS

HWY 395, HERMISTON
541-567-4305

2237 SW Court, Pendleton

 541-276-5053 • www.renataanderson.com

Pam Wagenaar, 
Administrative AssistantRenata Anderson, MA

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGIST
Working within the community of Pendleton, 

our clinic provides a variety of hearing healthcare 
services including hearing assessments and 
rehabilitation, education, and counseling.

FULL SERVICE CLINIC
Our clinic also fi ts and dispenses sophisticated 

hearing aids and related devices to suit all types 
of hearing loss and life styles. Renata Anderson 

is a certifi ed licensed audiologist with over 
twenty years experience.

SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON!
You can trust Renata to provide a complete 

hearing evaluation and a professional diagnosis 
of your specifi c hearing loss. Call for an 

appointment with Renata today and start 
hearing what you’ve been missing.

2237 SW Court, Pendleton

 541-276-5053 • www.renataanderson.com

WE HEAR YOU!

541-720-0772 
License #188965 www.mybackyardbydesign.com 

FREE estimates!  

  

 Pa o Covers  
 Pergolas · Sunrooms  
Retractable Awnings  

Screen Rooms 
 Sun/Solar Shades  

& More! 

Winter Sale! 

10% off  

any shade! 

Need to Protect              
Your Patio?  

We can help! 


