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COMMENTARY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Changes needed at
highway intersection

To the Editor:

Recently I witnessed
a potential accident that
haunts me still today. I
was stopped at the light on
Highway 395 waiting to
turn East onto Elm Street.
A flatbed semi and trailer
was slowly turning East
onto Elm Street. At the
curb there were two girls,
probably middle school
age, waiting to cross Elm
Street northward. One of
the girls seemed engaged
in texting. As the semi part
of the truck combo passed,
the girl texting stepped off
the curb. The truck stopped
and the other girl grabbed
her texting friend and
pulled her back. The truck
then proceeded slowly with
the rear tires missing the
curb by inches. If the truck
driver had not been so alert,
I feel quite sure I would
have witnessed the third
fatality at this intersection
in the past couple of years.

After the second fatality
at the intersection of
Highway 395 and Elm
Street the children of
the first fatality made an
impassioned plea for the
Oregon Department of
Transportation to route
trucks away from the
Diagonal/Elm Street route
to a designated truck route
following Highway 730 and
Highway 395. This route
would increase travel only

4 miles. It would remove
trucks from the Diagonal
Road which is primarily
residential and place them
on the 730/395 route which
is mostly commercial. It
would also make it possible
for children along the
Diagonal Road to once
again be able to use bicycle
lane ODOT promised them
when they improved the
road and placed lanes along
the route.
After the second fatality
I spoke with an ODOT
official about the likelihood
of ODOT requiring trucks
to use the 730/395 route.
His response was they
had spent a lot of money
improving the intersection
of Elm Street/Highway
395, and he doubted they
would be interested in
making this change. He did
say that ODOT had been
known to make changes
if enough pressure was
brought to bear.
After this conversation
I wondered at what level
of mortality would it take
to have ODOT move the
trucks off the Diagonal/
Elm Street route to the
Highway 730/395 route.
We know that two deaths
in the past couple of years
have not done it. Would the
death of a child have made
any difference?
CARLISLE HARRISON
HERMISTON, OR
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So long, Buckaroos, it's been great

here are many
ingredients to a great
sports rivalry.

First, something has
to be at stake. The pride
of winning carries some
weight, but there has to
be an extra motivation.
A perfect example are
the Los Angeles Lakers
and Boston Celtics, two
teams from opposite coasts
whose ongoing rivalry was
borne solely out of both
teams’ excellence. They’ve
faced off 12 times for NBA
titles and both boast deep
Hall of Fame rosters.
Proximity is a helpful
ingredient, though not
necessary. If two teams
are based near each other
then a win is more than
just a “W” in the sports
pages. It’s a merit of
accomplishment a fan can
bring up over (and over)
in mixed company, and
people who live in the area

are often forced

are well aware

to pick a side. of the decades
Think Duke/ . of frustration
North Carolina, - K through most of
two college = . the 20th century,
basketball but that era
powerhouses , certainly made
separated by Daniel the first few
about 10 miles of Wattenburger Hermiston wins
road. even sweeter.
And for a rivalry to So it’s a shame that
be truly great, there must we’re going to have to

be some parity. Nothing
in sports is as exciting as
regular clashes between
two teams that defy the
odds and expectations each
time out, and can bring
even non-sports fans into
the fray.

By these standards,
the Hermiston/Pendleton
football rivalry has become
a great one in recent years.
There have been surprises
and upsets, twists and turns
as the teams have traded
home fields and bragging
rights. Hermiston fans

close the book on this
rivalry after Friday. The
reasons are clear and
understandable — the
schools are no longer
really in the same size
bracket, and Hermiston is a
better fit with the Tri-Cities
and Walla Walla than Bend
and East Portland. But
it’s still hard to picture a
football season when the
Bucks and Bulldogs don’t
face off.

We will still see our
cross-county friends
(foes?) in other athletic

arenas as the rivalry will
continue to play out in
non-league action. But

we won'’t see, at least in
the next four years, a do-
or-die game where both
teams are playing for their
postseason lives. We won’t
have the reason to travel
to Pendleton on a cold
October night, or welcome
their buses to Kennison
Field and get together to
cheer on our team.

Maybe there’s a natural
rival for Hermiston
somewhere in the Mid-
Columbia League. I sure
hope so. But for now
we’ve got our purple on
and our banners ready for
one more trip to Round-Up
Stadium. We hope it’s one
for the ages.

Daniel Wattenburger, a
former sportswriter, is
the interim editor for the
Hermiston Herald.

7/\.7. US.Cellular

Say “yes!” to iPhone 8 for $0.
Say ‘no!l” to hidden fees.

Switch to U.S. Cellular® and get iPhone 8 for net
$O when you turn in your old phone. Plus, get a
stronger signal in the Middle of Anywhere.

& iPhone 8

iPhone 8 is a new generation of iPhone. Designed with the most durable
glass ever in a smartphone and a stronger aerospace grade aluminum band.
Charges wirelessly." Resists water and dust.? 4.7-inch Retina HD display with
True Tone.? 12MP camera with new sensor and advanced image signal processor.
Powered by All Bionic, the most powerful and smartest chip ever in a
smartphone. Supports augmented reality experiences in games and apps.

With iPhone 8, intelligence has never looked better.

Promotional pricing is net $0. Requires select Postpaid Plan, new customer port-in, credit approval, Device Protection+, qualifying Smartphone turn-in and a 30-month Retail Installment
Contract. Net zero offer comes via a monthly bill credit of $19.97 plus a $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional Gard.

Things we want you to know: Offer valid on base-memory model. New consumer or small business (20 lines or less) port-in and a select Postpaid Plan required. 2GB Total Plan and 3GB Shared Connect
Plan excluded. Purchase of device via 0% APR 30-month Retail Installment Contract, credit approval, qualifying Smartphone turn-in (for “On Us” promotional pricing) and Device Protection+ required. A $25
Activation Fee may apply. Tax due at sale. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee (currently $2.02) applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees (including Device Connection Charges),
taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Minimum
monthly price of Device Protection+ is $8.99 ($9.99 on/after 11/2/2017) per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel anytime. Property insurance is underwritten
by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular's Master Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service
Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply. Ask an associate for more details.
Smartphone turn-in: Smartphone must power on and cannat be pin locked. Device must be in fully functional working condition without any liquid damage or broken components, including, but not limited to,
a cracked display or housing. Qualifying turn-in devices include: iPhone 6 or better, Samsung Galaxy S® 6 or better or Note 5. Offer with qualifying turn-in: “On Us” iPhone 8: Ful price is $699. Customer will
receive a $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card at the point of sale, balance of $599 comes via a monthly bill credit of $19.97 on a 30-month Retail Installment Contract; 0% APR. Bill credit applied within three
bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing. In the event of cancellation of service, customer will be responsible for the entire Retail Installment Contract balance. Available on
new line activations. Early upgrade eligibility is forfeited if offer is taken. $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card given at point of sale, or mailed with device via direct fulfilment orders. Promotional Card issued
by MetaBank,® Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. Card must be used by expiration date shown on card. Kansas
Gustomers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can
be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective
owners. © 2017 U.S. Cellular 'Charging mat sold separately. “iPhone 8 and iPhone 8 Plus are splash, water, and dust resistant and were tested under controlled laboratory conditions with a rating of IP67
under IEC standard 60529. Splash, water, and dust resistance are not permanent conditions and resistance might decrease as a result of normal wear. Do not attempt to charge a wet iPhone; refer to the user
guide for cleaning and drying instructions. Liquid damage not covered under warranty. *Display size is measured diagonally.



