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Hermiston hires graduatlon coach

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
STAFF WRITER

As the Hermiston School
District works to improve its
graduation rates, it will in-
tensify its focus on students
still a few years from receiv-
ing a diploma.

“We tend to be reactive,
especially with kids strug-
gling,” said Hermiston High
School Principal Tom Spoo.
“The goal here is to try and
be proactive.”

One step in that direction
is the creation of a gradu-
ation coordinator position,
funded by money coming
into the school from Mea-
sure 98, and hiring 2004
Hermiston graduate Omar
Medina for the job.

Medina said the specifics
of his role at the high school,
which started at the begin-
ning of this school year, are
still being determined. He
has spent his first few weeks
studying Measure 98 and
working with the counselors
to get recommendations for
students to work with.

Measure 98 was ap-
proved by voters in 2016 and
provides funding to increase
graduation rates by expand-
ing high school programs in
three areas: career and tech-
nical education, college-lev-
el education opportunities,
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Omar Medina has been hired
as Hermiston High School’s
first ever graduation
coordinator.

and dropout-prevention
strategies. State funds are
alloted to school districts
based on the school’s av-
erage daily membership
(weighted), or enrollment.
For the 2017-2018 school
year, school districts were
required to submit written
requests to the Oregon De-
partment of Education de-
tailing how they would allo-
cate their funds. In the years
after, districts will have to
submit a biennial plan, iden-
tifying ways they will ad-
dress the three main tenets
of Measure 98.

Spoo said he hoped Me-
dina’s role will help pick up
some of the students who
might otherwise get missed
in a big school. Currently,
Hermiston High School has
1,677 students enrolled.

“I don’t want kids to get
lost,” he said. “Omar will
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probably have time to work
with some juniors and se-
niors, too. We absolutely
believe this is a sustainable
position.”

The 2015-2016 gradu-
ation rate for the Hermis-
ton School District, which
included Hermiston High
School and the now-defunct
Innovative Learning Center,
was 65.68 percent, below
the state average of 74.8
percent. Hermiston High
School’s graduation rate by
itself was 87.6 percent.

The Innovative Learning
Center has been dissolved
and absorbed back into the
high school, but the online
courses will still be avail-
able to students. That facility
had a graduation rate of 4.08
percent, but school officials
noted that graduation was
not the goal for all students
in that program, with many
working toward a GED or
modified diploma. The com-
pletion rate for that program
was 37.8 percent.

Medina said he expects
his work will vary from
student to student, and will
rely somewhat on data that
shows which students need
the most help.

“I think the focus will
be on freshmen and soph-
omores,” Medina said.
“We’re really trying to not let
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them get to the point where
they’re juniors and seniors,
and realize they need to do
credit retrieval. We’re help-
ing them get engaged in the
first two years of school.”

Medina said he will
be helping students with
goal-setting activities, as-
sessing what they want to
do after they graduate, and
helping them understand
what they need to do while
they’re still in high school
to get to that point. He ac-
knowledged that while col-
lege may not be the goal for
all students, a high school
diploma or GED is now re-
quired for many fields.

Spoo noted that while the
results of Medina’s work
may not be seen right away,
he expects the long-term ef-
fects of having a graduation
coordinator to be obvious.

“We’re trying to see the
number of disengaged stu-
dents drop,” Medina said.
“And the number of students
dropping out of school go
down.”

Spoo agreed.

“If we see a reduction of
kids getting pulled into cred-
it recovery, or kids getting
their parents called — if we
see that, we’re absolutely
being successful. But it will
probably take a couple of
years.”
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Echo, Stanfield schools receive
Community Resource Officer

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
STAFF WRITER

Some parents may be
alarmed to see a police offi-
cer regularly wandering the
halls of their child’s school.
But the goal of the new
Community Resource Of-
ficer at Echo and Stanfield
schools is to elicit just the
opposite reaction.

“I'm not here because
there are any problems,” said
Officer Joyce Wright, a Stan-
field police officer. Starting
this year, she will split some
of her time between Echo
and Stanfield school dis-
tricts, spending time in the
classrooms and hallways and
getting to know students.

“The Stanfield Police De-
partment wanted to get more
involved with the communi-
ty. The goal is to get some-
one in the school so they see
a familiar face (from the po-
lice),” she said.

Wright spends about 20
hours per week going be-
tween Echo and Stanfield
schools. She spends the rest
of her time working as a
code enforcement officer
and on general patrol.

“I bounce back and forth
between both schools during
the day,” she said. “I try to
make contact with each high
school at least once a day.”

Wright said the school
resource officer job is a
jack-of-all-trades  position,
with some administrative
responsibilities like school
safety plans and emergency
drills. The main goal of her
position is to get involved in
classrooms and interact with
students and teachers on sub-
jects related to law enforce-
ment or drug and alcohol
abuse.

“We hope it will be a
good bridge between law
enforcement and students,”
said Echo School District su-
perintendent Raymon Smith.

While Wright hasn’t
taught any specific lessons
yet, she said her first weeks
getting to know students and
staff at both schools have
been positive.

“The other day, I talked to
a student about forensics and
careers in law enforcement,”
she said

Wright previously
worked for Hermiston Po-
lice for 15 years, where she
spent time as a school re-
source officer at the middle
schools and two elementary
schools.

Superintendent ~ Shelley

Liscom said the schools
wanted to use Wright’s posi-
tion to increase safety in the
school environment for both
students and staff.
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Sign up now for your Tour to
Australia in April 2018. This will
be your trip of a lifetime
DOWNUNDER. The tour is made
to fit the group!
References available. Call Kerry
or email your questions to
kjcbaird@gmail.com.
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855
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DOWNUNDER. The tour is made
to fit the group!
References available. Call Kerry
or email your questions to
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$138,000- REMODELED 2016.

Fenced corner lot, home has big

bedrooms and bonus room in the

attic. New kitchen with beautiful

counters and appliances. Dawn

541-310-9563cell. #17046923
Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

$159,900 3 Bedroom 2 Bath
Ranch  Style Home near
Sherwood School. Large fenced
yard. 2 car Garage. Large
Storage Shed. Very nice. MLS#
17078846

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$159,900 3 Bedroom 2 Bath
Ranch  Style Home near
Sherwood School. Large fenced
yard. 2 car Garage. Large
Storage Shed. Very nice. MLS#
17078846

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$165,000- AMAZING views await
from this charming homel!
1854sf(m/l)  2story  bungalow
updated throughout. 4bedroom,
2 bath, fully finished basement.
Fenced yard. Molly 541 969-
4188 cell. #17347724
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$175,000 - Ukiah 3 Bed 2 Bath
Home. Very nice throughout.
210x100 Lot. Detached garage.
Garden area. Fenced Yard. Vinyl
Siding. Very nice home. MLS#
17230137

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$175,000 - Ukiah 3 Bed 2 Bath
Home.  Very nice throughout.
210x100 Lot. Detached garage.
Garden area. Fenced Yard. Vinyl
Siding. Very nice home. MLS#
17230137

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$192,500- WESTON MOUNTAIN
CABIN, 1ACRE, all year around
fun!  Family/living area in loft,
1large bedroom in basement,
main floor kitchen, dining room,
bath. Jerry 541-969-6378 cell.
#17253316
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$225,000 PILOT ROCK- 2,326
Mfg Home on 1.28 Acres in Pilot
Rock. Large 3 Bay Shop/Hay
Shed/Tack Room. Corrals and
more.  Plenty of room on this
property. MLS# 17435209
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$225,000 PILOT ROCK- 2,326
Mfg Home on 1.28 Acres in Pilot
Rock. Large 3 Bay Shop/Hay
Shed/Tack Room. Corrals and
more.  Plenty of room on this
property. MLS# 17435209
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$249,000- BEAUTIFUL home
w/fully functional guest house.
Main house has 3bedroom,
2baths, 1,254 sf(m/l). Plus a 536
sf(m/l) cottage.  Professionally
landscaped, low maintenance lot.
Jef 541 969-9539cell.
#17490246
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$329,000 BEAUTIFUL North Hill
View. 3 Bed 2 Full Bath. 2 half
Baths. Huge living room.
Beautiful Oak Kitchen. Two lots.
Two double car garages and
much more. MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$329,900- SO much to enjoy!
3bed, 3bath with great room plus
large family room. Kitchen:
granite  counters,  stainless
appliances. Gas fireplaces. Two
lots w/deck space looking toward
park. Vicki 541-969-9441cell.
#17297249
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$45,000- PRICE REDUCED!
GREAT VIEWS/1.49 ACRES ON
2 CITY TAX LOTS. Zoned for
stick built or manufactured home.
City sewer/water to property.
Cari 541-377-5058cell
#13575330
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$65,000- COVE/LOOKING for a
great location to build? 2.51acre
lot  w/beautiful views of
mountains and valley below.
Enjoy the beautiful town of Cove.
Carolyn  541-786-0822  cell.
#16585741
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

$69,900- PILOT ROCK
BUNGALOW. New flooring,
carpet, interior paint. Some new
windows, new hot water tank.
Newer metal roof. Seller
licensed Broker in Oregon.
Marsha  541-377-5152
#17395833

Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

$89,000 - UKIAH Two Bedroom,
2 baths. 1848 Sq Ft. Could be 4
bed. Detached shop. Large lot.
Valley/Mountain view. Priced to
sell quickly. MLS# 17233330
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$89,000 - UKIAH Two Bedroom,
2 baths. 1848 Sq Ft. Could be 4
bed. Detached shop. Large lot.
Valley/Mountain view. Priced to
sell quickly. MLS# 17233330
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

A must see homel
2bedroom, 1bath, 842sf(m/l)
home. Newer vinyl windows,
vinyl siding. This home offers an
oversized garage/shop, private
fenced backyard. Kevin 541-
969-8243 cell. #17162183
Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Adam- A little bit country on 3/4
acre, view of the Blues.
Meticulously ~ maintained, 4
bedroom 2 bath MFH home,
Cement Siding, Hickory Wood
Floors, Porcelain Tile, High End
Appliances. Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470 MLS: 15389345
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

cell.

$95,500-

Attention Investors! Reduced
Price, Modern Duplex built in
2012, Stucco Exterior with great
city views. 3 bedroom and 2
bedroom units.Now  $179,900.
Call Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470.

John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470

Big Price Drop Was $435k, Now
$399k, Impressive Custom Built
3 bedroom, 2.5 Bath Home, on
5+ acres. 3 car garage, Water
Rights, Pipe & Wheel Line, 3 stall
open barn, Pasture/Hay, 36x47
Shop. Open Floor Plan, Soaring
Ceilings, Modern Kitchen, Sun
Porch, Deck, Professionally
Landscaped, 360* Views. Must
See to Appreciate. Matt Vogler,
541/377/9470, MLS:17216714
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

YOUR DREAM home is right
here in the Classifieds...

check our listings for your
next move!

$329,000 BEAUTIFUL North Hill
View. 3 Bed 2 Full Bath. 2 half
Baths. Huge living room.
Beautiful Oak Kitchen. Two lots.
Two double car garages and
much more. MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

Classic Mid-Century with modern
finishes. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
about 3,800 sqft, Large kitchen,
granite cook island, Stone-Brick
Fireplace, Updated Bathrooms!
Private Backyard, Family Room,
Bonus Room, Call Matt Vogler
541-377-9470, MLS:17425982
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial  status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed  that all  dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Weekend
and After Hours Realtor, for a
free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

NEW LISTING 5.2 acres of
mountain property 3 b/r 2 bath
manufactured home with
detached garage and large shop.
Year round living. Secluded.
$212,900 Call Cathy for more
info (541) 215-0103.
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

NEW LISTING: Custom built
home in Pilot Rock. Beautifully
maintained 5 bedroom, 3 full
baths, shop, family room, garden
shed. Open floor plan with a
view of city and the Blues from
nice deck. Lots of windows. All
for only $300,000. RMLS#
17263321

Call Cathy for more info (541)
215-0108.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

CLASSIFIEDS GET results!

NEW LISTING: Custom built
home in Pilot Rock. Beautifully
maintained 5 bedroom, 3 full
baths, shop, family room, garden
shed. Open floor plan with a
view of city and the Blues from
nice deck. Lots of windows. All
for only $300,000. RMLS#
17263321

Call Cathy for more info (541)
215-01083.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

Access all information and
properties with one agent of your
choice. Our properties are all
multiple listed for your
convenience.
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

For reliable representation and
fascilitation of your home sale or
search.

Access all information and
properties with one agent of your
choice. Our properties are all
multiple listed for your
convenience.
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

For reliable representation and
fascilitation of your home sale or
search.

Only $79,900 -- Church for home
or business. Make this one your
own special place -- currently
used as a home.

Cathedral ceilings in the Great
Room, kitchen, bedrooms, bonus
rooms. #17615728

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Only $79,900 -- Church for home
or business. Make this one your
own special place -- currently
used as a home.

Cathedral ceilings in the Great
Room, kitchen, bedrooms, bonus
rooms. #17615728

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

REAL ESTATE

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com

PENDLETON - $105,900- NEW!

Sherwood Sweetie!! Great 1st

home or rentall 2 bedroom on

one level. F/A heat. Covered

patio.Storage shed for those

extras! MLS#16530010

CALL: MARGE LAPP

Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $105,900- NEW!

Sherwood Sweetie!! Great 1st

home or rentall 2 bedroom on

one level. F/A heat. Covered

patio.Storage shed for those

extras! MLS#16530010

CALL: MARGE LAPP

Pendleton Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the West! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the West! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $93,000
Your own private get-a-way.
1bdrm 1ba cabin w/water and
sewer. Could add beds on
closed-in back porch. Has small
shop and wood storage for the
wood fireplace. Seasonal cabin.
Call Cathy for more inor 541-
215-0103 RMLS #17288483
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $93,000
Your own private get-a-way.
1bdrm 1ba cabin w/water and
sewer. Could add beds on
closed-in back porch. Has small
shop and wood storage for the
wood fireplace. Seasonal cabin.
Call Cathy for more inor 541-
215-0103 RMLS #17288483
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - PRICE
REDUCED. $21,000 new price
$199,000 3 b/r 2 bath , large
laudry room could be used for
craft room. Newer kitchen , all
appliances stay along with Bar-
B-Que . Huge shop , chicken
coop, garden area and two
driveways . Plenty of room for
RV or all your toys. Don't pass
this one up. Call Cathy for more
info (541) 215-0103.
RMLS #17316091

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

$185,900--North  hill  duplex.
Each unit 2 levels with both units
having 2 large bedrooms 1 & 1/2
baths, deck, patio, parking! Great
place to live in one side & rent
the other. Walk to town,
restaurants etc. MLS#17492954.
CALL: Marge Lapp
Pendleton Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

$185,900--North ~ hill  duplex.
Each unit 2 levels with both units
having 2 large bedrooms 1 & 1/2
baths, deck, patio, parking! Great
place to live in one side & rent
the other. Walk to town,
restaurants etc. MLS#17492954.
CALL: Marge Lapp
Pendleton Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PILOT ROCK -
$84,900
NEW LISTING! 2 b/r, 1 bath cute
home in Pilot Rock. Nice yard,
carport, dog kennel and storage
shed. Priced to sell. Call Cathy
for more info. 541-215-0103
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

PILOT ROCK -
$84,900
NEW LISTING! 2 b/r, 1 bath cute
home in Pilot Rock. Nice yard,
carport, dog kennel and storage
shed. Priced to sell. Call Cathy
for more info. 541-215-0103
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

Call the “Weekend & After Hours
Realtor” to view homes at a
convenient time for  you.
Available on Short Notice,
Special ~ Financing  Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

New Price!

New Price!




