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Hawkins resigns from Bulldogs baseball

Longtime coach
ready to watch
from stands

By MATT ENTRUP
Staff writer

Lance Hawkins has re-
signed after three seasons
at the helm of Bulldogs
baseball, Hermiston Ath-
letic Director Larry Usher
announced on Thursday.

The Bulldogs made two
5A play-in round appear-
ances under Hawkins, but
missed the postseason in
2017 after going 10-15 and
finishing last in the Co-

lumbia River Conference.
But with just four seniors
graduating, optimism is
high going into the summer
American Legion season
that the team can begin to
build what could be one of
its best seasons in ages for
2018.

That’s why Hawkins, 51,
decided now would be the
time to step away after 18
years in the program.

“I think the program is
probably in the best shape
it has been in some time
and I just wanted to leave
on a pretty good note. Next
year’s team is going to be
pretty talented, and I just
want to leave it in good
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Hermiston baseball coach Lance Hawkins is resigning.

shape for whoever steps
in,” Hawkins said.

“Lance has given 18
years of baseball to the
Hermiston School District
and we are very thankful

for all the time and energy
he has provided,” Usher
said in a statement. “Lance
has been a great mentor
to kids in our district as
he made their time in the

baseball program not only
rewarding, but very enjoy-
able as well.”

Hawkins, who also
coached about 15 years
of football, will contin-
ue to teach at Sandstone
Middle School while tak-
ing in as many Bulldogs
games as possible, but
said he’s got some shift-
ing priorities in his per-
sonal life that also made
him realize it was time to
stop coaching.

“I told Larry it’s a retire-
ment,” he said. “I’ve been
coaching here for 18 years
and it was just time. Life is
just happening, I’'m going
to be a grandpa in July.

“It takes a lot of time and
effort, and you’ve got to re-
alizes those things before
people start pushing you
out.

“I'm going to go out
and watch every game. I’ll
come up and support them
and watch them this sum-
mer, it’s just time to watch
form the stands.”

Hermiston went 34-40 in
Hawkins’ three seasons as
head coach, posting a 14-22
mark in league play and 0-2
in postseason play.

Their best season un-
der Hawkins was in 2016
when they went 13-12 and
finished second in the CRC
with a 6-6 mark.

Bulldogs will play across the border in 2018

Hermiston to join WIAA
for athletics, activities

By ERIC SINGER
Staff writer

Adios, Oregon School Activi-
ties Association.

Hermiston High School’s peti-
tion to leave the OSAA and join
the Washington Interscholastic
Activities Association was ap-
proved by the association’s exec-
utive board at its meeting on Sun-
day, making Hermiston the first
out-of-state full member to join
when it does so for the 2018-19
school year.

The Bulldogs will be in the
WIAA’s 3A classification, the
second largest, and will compete
in the Mid-Columbia Conference
with the Tri-Cities schools such
as Richland, Southridge, Chiawa-
na, Kamiakin, Hanford, Pasco
and Kennewick, as well as Walla
Walla High.

“This move to the WIAA is
the right thing for our students,”
said Larry Usher, Hermiston
High School athletic director, in a
press release. “Our situation will
be much improved in regards to
travel distance, lost instructional
time, and budgets.”

Travel distance and lost in-
structional time were the prime
reasons for Hermiston exploring
membership with the WIAA. The
school first petitioned member-
ship to the WIAA in January as
the OSAA’s proposed reclassifi-
cation for 2018-22 time block set
the Bulldogs up in a league with
Portland and Bend-area schools
and an average round-trip travel
distance of more than 400 miles
for league games, which meant
plenty of missed class time for
athletes.

Now, Hermiston’s average
travel to play conference games
in the Mid-Columbia will be just
80 miles and almost no missed
class time.

“The most impressive thing
about this,” Usher said, “is the
OSAA executive board and the
WIAA executive board, between
the two you have 26 adults that
work in the world of education
that made a decision that wasn’t
easy and is probably very con-
troversial, but they made a deci-
sion to improve the lives of kids
they’ve never met and that is
powerful to us. They don’t know
our kids but they stepped up to
make a decision that was right for
the kids and we’re excited that
they felt that way about our com-
munity.”

The WIAA executive board
approved a set of guidelines at
its April meeting that would al-
low an out-of-state school to seek
membership, after having nu-
merous discussions with both the
OSAA and the Idaho High School
Athletic Association. The board
also reached out to associations in
California, Arizona, Nevada and
others who currently have out-of-

state members as well.

“This was a unique situation for
both Hermiston and the WIAA,”
said Mike Colbrese, WIAA exec-
utive director, in a press release.
“The Executive Board worked
closely with the OSAA and IH-
SAA to put measures in place to
evaluate the situation at hand, and
set a standard going forward.”

The WIAA’s decision didn’t
come without some back-and-
forth discussion, though. Usher
said on Monday that the school
had not received specific details
on the vote or the board’s discus-
sion, but was told it was a “two-
hour long spirited debate.”

The move north will bring
some changes to Hermiston’s
sports landscape. Boys and girls
soccer and boys and girls swim-
ming will both split up, with boys
soccer moving to the spring sea-
son and girls swimming moving
to the fall. Also, bowling will
be added to Hermiston’s line-
up as it is a sanctioned sport by

the WIAA, and Usher said that
the school already has a popular
bowling club team that is excit-
ed to make the move.

It remains to be seen just
how much Hermiston’s tradi-
tional cross-county rivalry with
Pendleton will be affected, as
though the two schools will
no longer be conference rivals
they will still likely play in
most sports.

“Reducing travel time and
loss of instructional time is
something we are very commit-
ted to and it does mean we’ll
be exploring non-conference
games as close to home as we
can, like with Pendleton,” Usher
said. “It’ll be no different from
any other Mid-Columbia team
that comes down to play us and
Pendleton ... if we’re given the
choice of having to travel to
Spokane or Vancouver or Yaki-
ma, or travel to Pendleton, obvi-
ously Pendleton will be a good
choice for us.”
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GET YOUR group ready for the
next trip DOWNUNDER and sign
up by JUNE 30 for your trip of a
lifetime October 2017. Just back
from a FUN TOUR of Australia-
Reef to the Outback - are you
ready for an adventure??
References abailable! Call Kerry
541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

Homes for Sale 100
ADAMS - $159,500
New construction, completed

summer 2017! 2bed, 2bath

Adams home. 1000 sf(m/l) plus

650 sf(m/l) unfinished bonus

room upstairs! Forced air

heat/cool, well insulated. Jerry

541-969-6378cell #17576572
Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

ATHENA - $128,000

Athena home/great condition. 3
bdrm, 2 ba, 1188 sf(m/l)
manufactured home, corner lot.
Large, shaded front deck, off
street and RV parking. Cari 541-
377-5058cell. #16443563

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial  status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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OPEN HOUSE
720 SW 37th St. Pendleton, OR

Saturday June 3, 2017 11am-
2pm pm
RMLS #173126091

Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

REAL ESTATE

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com

storage shed. Very nice. MLS
#17078846
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)

PENDLETON - $100,000
Exceptional deal on corner lot.
2bed, 1ba. Great starter home
and will finance. Seller has put
on new roof, renovated the
bathroom. Dawn 541-310-
9563cell #15212314
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $105,900
NEW! Sherwood Sweetie!!
Great 1st home or rentall 2
bedroom on one level. F/A heat.
Covered patio.Storage shed for
those extras! MLS#16530010
CALL: MARGE LAPP
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the West! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $189,900

Attention  Investors!  Modern

duplex built in 2012. Stucco

exterior with great city views.

3bdrm, 2ba units. Call Matt

Vogler 541-377-9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.

(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $209,995

Mid-Century w/view of
town/mountains hardwood floors,
gas fireplace, built-ins. Updated,
modern kitchen, vinyl windows,
remodeled upstairs bath, finished

basement. 3bed, 2bath, 2160
sf(m/l). Jef 541-969-9539cell
#17693714

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

pass this one up. Call Cathy for
more info 541-215-0103
RMLS #17316091
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $230,000
Grand, gracious 4+ bedroom,
Victorian meticulously restored
and updated. Updates include
roof, plumbing, electrical,
insulation, HVAC, fencing, and
dog kennel. Dont miss this!
Molly 541-969-4188 #17293104
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $232,000
Country-esque, 3bdrm, 3ba,
3000 sqft. Featuring Corian
counters, bonus room, family
room & game room. Master
bedroom includes sitting area
and extra large walk-in closet.
Call Matt Vogler 541-377-9470
MLS 17314984
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $250,000
1902 Craftsman. 2060sf(m/l),
4bed, 2bath home w/new AC
system upstairs, updated floors,
paint. Double lot, detached
garage. Kevin 541-969-8243cell
to view this home. #16633964
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $288,000
Exceptional 4bdrm, 3.5ba in
fashionable Historic
Neighorhood. Features golden-
oak floors, brick fireplace, copper
hood, mahogany built-ins. Ann
Sacks limestone, marble
countertops and much more! Call
Matt Vogler 541-377-9470 MLS
17130822
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $359,000

Historic home overlooking Main

St. 4 or 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3

kitchens. Updated mechanicals.

Restored vintage flair. Corner lot

with garage and gardens. Vicki

541-969-9441cell

Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

home on 2.26 Acres. 3
Bedrooms, 2 Baths on each
level. 3 Bay Shop. 2 Car
Garage for lower unit.
Mountain/Valley View.
#17316261 Call for Details.
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)

PENDLETON - $419,000
REDUCED! Fabulous
Contemporary home featuring
spectaular city views. Grand
foyer, formal dining, office, family
room, boasting high ceilings,
hardwood floors and bold trims.
Call Matt Vogler 541-377-9470
MLS 16150619
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $93,000
Your own private get-a-way.
1bdrm 1ba cabin w/water and
sewer. Could add beds on
closed-in back porch. Has small
shop and wood storage for the
wood fireplace. Seasonal cabin.
Call Cathy for more inor 541-
215-0103 RMLS #17288483
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

Reach the buyer

ou're looking for
with a low cost, effec-

tive classified ad.

PENDLETON - Call today to find
the home on your Wishlist. | have
access to all listing to find the
one to suit you. Homes
throughout the county and state.
Where would you like your
home? Call Kerry 541-377-6855
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

PENDLETON - NEW LISTING! 3
b/r, 1 ba on flat. Fenced yard.
Needs work. Call Cathy for more

inffo  541-215-0103 RMLS
#17435513
Garton &
Associates

(541) 276-0931

hospital for your convenience.
Popular Rice Addition - MOVE IN
READY - 3bed, 2ba, double
garage AND room to park your
RV. Bring offers. Call 541-377-
6855
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

PILOT ROCK - $109,000 Newly
remodeled duplex in Pilot Rock -
2 units. Great investment. All
new plumbing, electrical, etc.
Call Cathy for more information
541-215-0103

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

Homes with Acreage 125

LAGRANDE - $599,000
Extraordinary custom 4 bed, 3.5
bath home on 9.85 acres
surrounded by wildlife & scenic
views. Featuring high-end
finishes of Granite, Marble, and
Hardwoods. Wrap around deck,
outbuildings. Call Matt Vogler
MLS 16185886
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

NEED LISTINGS! We have pre-
approved buyers looking for your
home. FREE Market analysis.

Open 7 days a week by
appointment. Give the
professionals a call.
Garton &
Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $399,500
3618 Square Ft. manufactured
gine on 2.26 Acres. 3 Bedrooms,
2 Baths on each level. 3 Bay
Shop. 2 Car Garage for lower
unit. Valley/Mountain  View.
#17316261 Call for Details.
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)

CLASSIFIEDS GET results!



