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When flying the friendly skies, the airport grounds me

Ithough not even
close to the fiasco
a recent United

Airlines passenger
experienced, I was
thinking back about some
of my travel woes
over the years.

I've observed
escalations of pas-
sengers on several
flights, but my most
memorable  expe-
riences have taken

not at restaurants, nada.

One particular trip, I
decided to remedy that
by bringing a pair of
Tillamook cheese baby
loafs. I’'m not sure why
I thought I need-
ed four pounds of
cheese for 15 days,
but that’s what I
packed.

To ensure it
would be in decent
shape by the time

place in airports. .I\I;I:Tn;:ini we landed in the hot
John and I used INSIDSE’MY and humid climate,
to own a timeshare SHOES I froze them. I also

in Mazatlan, so we

often traveled to Mexi-
co. After making several
trips, it became apparent
how addicted I am to Til-
lamook cheese. Seriously,
I went through withdraw-
al. I would have settled
for any cheddar cheese,
but you couldn’t find it
anywhere — not in stores,

decided to wrap
each package in alumi-
num foil.
I didn’t think
through very well.
Yup, it pretty much
looked like I was smug-
gling drugs. Oh, and to
really add to the appear-
ance of international
drug smugglers, my hus-

that

band brought a couple of
pounds of ground coffee.
For the uninformed, cof-
fee is often used to mask
odors to throw off drug
detection dogs.

My realization of how
this all appeared flooded
my brain as we headed
to customs at the Mazat-
lan airport. John dropped
his bag of coffee while
rifling through his back-
pack. Trying not to pan-
ic, as sweat poured off
my brow, I thought may-
be they wouldn’t make
a thorough search of our
bags.

This was the late-1980s
and when you stepped to
the front of the line, you
pressed a button. If you
got a green light, they
waved you through. And,
a red light meant more in-
depth searches.

The odds were against

us. Each previous visit,
we had gotten the green
light. We were due to be
detained.

I had packed the foil-
wrapped cheese in the
center amongst clothes —
lots of clothes. Luckily,
they merely did a curso-
ry search and we were on
our way.

During another trip to
Mexico, we were heading
home and John’s carry-on
baggage caught the at-
tention of security. Soon,
there were several agents
standing around talking
in hushed tones — not
that I could have under-
stood what they were say-
ing as my Spanish is muy
poquito.

Finally, one of them
pulled out the ques-
tionable item — a Cos-
to-sized package of dou-
ble-AA batteries. The best

we could figure is they
thought it was a package
of bullets when viewing
it through the baggage
scanner.

Another time we ar-
rived in the United States
and were going through
customs in Los Angeles.
Once again, the x-ray ma-
chine seemed to alert on
something in John’s bag.
The agent asked what was
in a side zipper compart-
ment.

Trying to save her the
odoriferous encounter
of the running clothes
he wore that morning —
which, by then, were ripe
after stewing in a plastic
bag for hours — John
said, “You don’t want to
open that.”

Well, of course she did
after a statement like that.
I have sinus issues and
my sense of smell isn’t

that great, but I'm gag-
ging now just thinking
about it.

All of these experienc-
es have added addition-
al considerations when
I’m packing. However,
I still periodically raise
the eyebrows of securi-
ty agents as they come
across weird items in my
bag. Although, none have
blinked an eye about my
TENS machine during
several post 9-11 flights
when security is suppos-
edly heightened — that’s
a whole other column in
itself.

Tammy Malgesini is
the community editor. Her
column, Inside my Shoes,
includes general musings
about life. Contact her
at  tmalgesini@eastore-
gonian.com or 541-564-
4539.
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come Join Boardman oK Boardman

the Eun ot Glow Run/Walk : 4th of July Parade
BOARDM AN'S Monday, July3,2017 :  Tyesday, July 4, 2017

Event will start at 8:00 p.m. at the You are invited to ...
Boardman Marina Park .
Build a float

Organize a band
Dig out your costumes

Registration begins at 7:00 p.m.
with a Zumba warm-up.

REGISTRATION FEES:

PRE-REGISTRATION
$20.00 (with shirt)
$10.00 (no shirt)

DAY OF THE EVENT

Join the biggest Little Parade
for a“hometown”
4th of July Celebration!

i i NO ENTRY FEETO
$25.00 (while supplies last)
$15.00 (no shirt) PARTICIPATE

Forms available at www.boardmanchamber.org or contact Boardman Chamber of Commerce

(541) 481-3014 « info@boardmanchamber.org
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Wednesday, May 17,2017
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

Port of Morrow Riverfront Center

Please join us for breakfast this month as we

Sunrise at Boardman Café
recognize our 2017 Chamber Scholarship recipients

will be providing delicious

Boardman Police Officer & School Resource Officer breakfast burritos
George Shimer will be giving an informational
presentation about the programs & duties Boardman

Police Department provide for our community.

Breakfast cost is $12.00 per person

To RSVP contact Boardman
Chamber of Commerce by May 12th

(541) 481-3014
or info@boardmanchamber.org

Kris Barnum, Student Success Coach for BMCC
will be sharing insight and programs available
for students after graduation

Cabins ~ RV’s ~ Tents
Fishing ~ ATV Trails
Concessions
Reservation Line 541-989-8214

Website: morrowcountyparks.org
Email: mcparks@co.morrow.or.us
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Lines of Credit
Ag & Commercial Real Estate Loans

Brardivan

541.481.3445 » beobank.com ¢ 100 City Center Drive

Bank of
Eastern Oregon

Term Loans e

Our expenenced agents can analyze your insurance needs ond se\ec‘r The
company or companies best suited to your individual situation.
You'll get hometown service from your neighbors and friends.
Monday through Friday, or by appointment. www.wheatlandins.com
HEPPNER HERMISTON
294 N. Main * PO Box 755 455 E.Main St.» PO Box 349
Phone 541=676=9113 Phone 541-567-8834
Fax 541-276-7688 Fax 541-276-7688

Morrow Gounty
Public Works
365 W. Hwy 74 - PO Box

Lexington, OR 97839
541-989-9500 office

IONE
245 NW Main, Suite 100 * PO Box 26
Phone 541-422-7410
Fax 541-276-7688

Offices also located in:
+ PENDLETON « CONDON - ELGIN * LA GRANDE * ENTERPRISE « ATHENA,WALLOWA « BAKER CITY

* Commercial * Farms & Crops ¢ Agriculture ¢ Ranch ¢ Personal ¢ Industrial

Member FDIC * Worker's Compensation® Service Organizations ¢ Health, Life & Financial Services

UMATILLA
ELE TRIC
= COOPERATIVE

e Energy” Cooperative <

Could You Be
Saving Money?

Request a Free Home
Energy Audit today.

A Touchsto

hreemile Car{/'an Farms, LLC
Castle Rock Farming LLC - Columbia River Dairy LLC
Six Mile Land & Cattle LLC - Cold Springs Dairy
A proud Corporate
Citizen of Morrow and
Umatilla Counties!

* Temporary Staffing Services * Recruiting
* Human Resource Management
* Risk Management ¢ Payroll Administration
* Worker’'s Comp Insurance

1055 S. Hwy 395, Ste 333 * Hermiston, OR
(541) 567-9670 * Fax (541) 567-4427

251 NE Eldridge Drive, Boardman, OR
(541) 481-2666 * Fax (541) 481-2239

WWW.BARRETTBUSINESS.COM

" MOUNTAIN VALLEY
LAND COMPANY - REALTORS

www.mtvalleylandco.com

LEE DOCKEN
Office: (541) 481-6251

Principal Broker
Cell: (5419 571-0062 &

Fox: (541) 4816262
Home: (541) 4817401

For Program Details:
Call 1-800-452-2273
or visit:
www.UmatillaElectric.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE!
www.threemilecanyonfarms.com

75906 Threemile Rd + Boardman OR 97818

FIRST-CLASS SERVICE & LOCAL EXPERTISE.

* AMEAICANWE S T

PROPERTIES
ART KEGLER
PRINCIPAL BROKER, GRI
amwest@centurytel.net

Oregon Licensed Realtor

2 Marine Dr., Suite #104, BOARDMAN
541-481-2888 * 541-720-2020 CELL

Health Services

450 Tatone Street ® Boardman
For your appointment, call 541-481-7212
Hours: Mon. 7:30am-7pm e Tues.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm
Hablamos Espaiiol

MLS

it

Some of our services include:
* Well Baby/ Child Exams ¢ Childhood/ Adult Immunizations
* Sports Physicals « Men’s & Women’s Health Exams
* CDL Physicals ¢ Flu Shots ¢ Pre-employment Screenings
 Chronic Disease Management ¢ Limited Access to Dental Care

PO. Box 50

101 S.W. Kinkade Ave.
Boardman, OR 97818
E-mail: leed@eotnet.net

We accept most major insurance plans + Medicare & Oregon Medicaid

If you would like to help sponsor the Boardman Chamber page, published on the 2" Wednesday of every month,
Call Audra Workman ot 541-564-4538. SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY




