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Bulldogs try new classification concepts

By ERIC SINGER
Staff Writer

HERMISTON
Hermiston Athletic Direc-
tor Larry Usher made the
trip to the OSAA offices in
Wilsonville on Jan. 30 for
the reclassification com-
mittee meeting, hoping to
explain Hermiston’s prob-
lems as a large district in
rural Oregon.

However, Usher said
he departed the meeting
feeling as if his testimony
“fell on deaf ears.”

From the three prior
meetings, Hermiston was
drawn into the top classi-
fication in both a 6-class
and 5-class models, play-
ing in a league with seven
or eight other teams in the
Portland area. By attend-
ing, Usher’s goal was to
give testimony to the com-
mittee on what Hermiston
feels is the best move for
its student athletes, and to
jump-start some conver-
sation to help find a better
fit for Hermiston in the re-
classification models.

None of what he sug-
gested made it into the
current options put forth

by the OSAA.
The three proposals
— 6-class, 5-class, and

football-only models —
were slightly updated at
the meeting, with the only
significant changes being
adding a second option in
the top classifications.
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A 400-pound bronze bulldog statue stands guard just inside the gates of the Kennison Field
Complex at Hermiston High School.

Option one is status
quo from the previous
proposals, with Hermiston
remaining in a nine-team
Mt. Hood Conference in
the 6A/5A levels.

However, the sec-
ond option featured the
changes, with Hermiston
moving to a newly-creat-
ed Inter County Confer-
ence with central Oregon
schools Bend, Summit
and Mountain View, along
with Portland-area schools
Gresham and Barlow in
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the 6A model and Sandy
and Reynolds in the 5A
model.

Usher said that while
he acknowledges the
OSAA for looking at oth-
er setups, the new options
were a big head-scratcher
for him and other school
officials from around the
state.

“To be honest, after
communicating with other
athletic directors around
the state, we all got a good
laugh out of it,” he said.
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“Our big issue is in no
world is anyone at the 6A
level going make Barlow
and Gresham go to Bend
for league games. And
then what rationale are
you using to pick those
two  schools, because
when you go to 5A pro-
posal now you have Sandy
and Reynolds? Why not
Clackamas, Oregon City?
It’s just confusing.”
OSAA Executive Di-
rector Peter Weber said
Hermiston does present

I 1-800-962-2819

some major challenges for
the reclassification com-
mittee, but it is only one
of many issues they have
to take care of.

“We listened to over
four-and-a-half hours of
testimony at our last meet-
ing,” he said, “and we’re
trying to work the wants,
desires, and needs of our
290 member schools.
This was our fourth pub-
lic meeting, which means
were  about  halfway
through the process now
and the proposals that are
out there are not by any
means final yet, so a lot
can still happen.”

While giving his testi-
mony, Usher offered two
suggestions to the com-
mittee that he and the
Hermiston officials sup-
ported.

The first, Usher said,
was proposing the OSAA
raising the 6A enrollment
cutoff from the current
mark of 1,330 to 1,390,
which would keep Herm-
iston in the second-high-
est classification and in
a league with Pendleton,
Redmond, Ridgeview, The
Dalles, Hood River, and
Crook County. However,
it was shot down by the
committee.

The second suggestion
Usher offered was for the
OSAA to award Hermiston
with a geographic excep-
tion, allowing the school

to stand pat the way they
are currently in all sports
outside of football, where
they would have no objec-
tion to being in the 6A Mt.
Hood Conference.

The geographical waiv-
er is also what has allowed
Summit and Bend to re-
main in Class 5A over the
current classification time
block, even though their
enrollments were above
the 6A threshold.

Weber said that at this
point in the process, the
committee views the geo-
graphic exception as a
last-resort action.

“Our goal is to try
and take care of member
schools without a geo-
graphic exception,” he
said, “and our job is to
find a balance. It doesn’t
mean it is off the table, but
at this point it’s not a pri-
ority.”

Hermiston is still ex-
ploring an opportunity to
leave the OSAA and join
the Washington Interscho-
lastic Activities Associa-
tion (WIAA) to play in a
league with schools from
the Tri-Cities and Wal-
la Walla, having already
made a presentation to the
WIAA executive commit-
tee last month.

The next OSAA reclas-
sification committee meet-
ing is set for Feb. 27 at the
OSAA offices in Wilson-
ville.
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Need help booking your Flights,
Accommodations and Tours?
Ready for a new Adventure?
Business Travel?

.Call Kerry 541 377 6855,
emailkjcbaird@gmail.com. Check
out out my website at
www.turnherenow.com

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Athena home/great condition. 3
bdrm, 2 ba, 1188 sf(m/l)
manufactured home, corner lot.
Large, shaded front deck, off
street and RV parking. Cari 541-
377-5058cell. #16443563
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

WHATEVER YOU’RE
looking for, don’t buy
until you’ve checked
the Classifieds!

Matt Vogler (The Weekend and
After Hours Realtor) to receive a
Free Comparative Market
Analysis specific to your home.
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Turn those unwant-
ed items around the
house into CASH
with a Classified
Ad!
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Heating & AC

Painting

Collection Service

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING
SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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THEWS SHEET METAL
541-276-3751
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YOUR BUSINESS SHOULD BE HERE!
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PAINTING GREAT
HOMES FOR 28 YEARS!
Excellent Color Advice
Free Bids

(2009 Business of the year*)
=941:216:9619

CCB#132851 WA LLC#ASHARPLO22QF
Pendleton Chamber of Commerce

WHEIATLIAHD

INSURANCE CENTER, INC.

www.wheatlandins.com

800-243-8918

Insurance Phone Repair

Complete Collection Service

INCORPORATED

* Licensed

* Bonded

* No Collection
* No Fee

461 E. Main Hermiston, OR 97838

(541)289-9107
[ www.creditsinc.com | creditsinc.com

NII::KS
CELL PHONE
REPAIR

Nicklandreth75@gmail.com
541.310.2010

www.hicks-electronics.com

27 South West Dorian
Pendleton, OR 97801

Call 541-278-2670 for details!

estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed  that all  dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Find your new home while the int
erest rates are still low. Call Kerr
y 541 377 6855 for reliable trustw
orthy service with all listed home
s in the area to find the one on y
our wishlist.Contact:
www.turnherenow.com or email:
kijcbaird@gmail.com
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

MILTON-FREEWATER-$114,900
2BDM home w/great country
feell New roof, flooring, paint.
Storage shed, greenhouse, and
oversized garage/shop features
a large bonus room above. Molly
541-969-4188 #16074283
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

AL ESTATE

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com

PENDLETON - $105,900
NEW! Sherwood Sweetie!!
Great 1st home or rental!l 2
bedroom on one level. F/A heat.
Covered patio.Storage shed for
those extras! MLS#16530010
CALL: MARGE LAPP
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $115,000
Adorable 2 bedroom Cottage in
Sherwood. Featuring updated
windows, doors, trim, laminate
floors. LED recessed lighting and
more! RV parking on large corner
lot. MLS 16402108 Call Matt
Vogler 541-377-9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

more info, 541-215-0103.
#16363913
Garton &
Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $139,900
UNIQUE - This home has 2,288
sf (m/l) & is located on approx
0.38 ac. Huge “gourmet-type”
kitchen, sunken living room &
“stage” for all those entertainers.
Hardwood floors, carpet. Large
garage, lots of parking for RVs,
boats, etc.. MLS# 15033690 Call
Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the West! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Pendleton - $184,900

Huge Shop! 3bedroom, 2bath.
Kitchen w/cherrywood cabinets,
ceramic tile floors, breakfast
nook. Remodeled 1997, all wiring
updated. Metal roof, vinyl siding.
Marsha 541-377-5152cell.
#16219786

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton - $219,000 WOW--
So many extras in this 3bed, 2ba
home. Hidden gem - private sun
room, central intercome and
VAC, RV area, close to park,

fireplace+pellet+Central heat.
Call for your tour today
#16054514
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855
PENDLETON - $219,000

Beautifully updated 4 bed, 3
bath. Updated kitchen refinished
hardwood floors, newer windows,
remodeled bathrooms. Storage
Deluxe including office/craft
room, basement pantry, bonus
room and workshop. Sharp! Call
Matt Vogler MLS 16267013
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470
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PENDLETON - $269,500
S5bedrooms, 3bath, 3300sf(m/l).
This home offers an additional
office, 2 car garage, oversized
kitchen, sauna, lots of storage.
Gas piped BBQ. Kevin 541-969-
8243cell. #15064151
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $99,500

NEW LISTING 3 bdrm, 2ba
manufactured home on nice
North Hill lot. Garden spot, deck,
carport, open floor plan. Come
take a look! RMLS #16573723
Call Kal for more info 541-969-
7358

Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931
Pendleton
Price Reduced Again, Now
$194,900, Almost 2,800sf, 4
bedroom, 3 bath in Popular

Southgate location. Large deck
and backyard, fireplace, great
family home. Call Matt Vogler
541-377-9470 MLS #15512901
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON-REDUCED
$71,644

3 or possible 4 bedroom 2
bathhome. Has fireplace, needs
work. RMLS #16048730 Call
Cathy for more info 541-215-
0103

Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

PILOT ROCK - $109,000 Newly
remodeled duplex in Pilot Rock -
2 units. Great investment. All
new plumbing, electrical, etc.
Call Cathy for more information
541-215-0103

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

Homes with Acreage

BLUE JEANS
Residential, Commercial,
Mountain properties. Call us
today to sell your home or buy
your new property.
“Our office is wherever you are”
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690
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