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year, and Johnson’s team 
is up for January.

“Our team commander 
sends out the federal info 
to us and asks us if we 
want to go,” he said.

The teams provide 
medical assistance, and 
are akin to hospital units 
that can set up anywhere.

“We basically can take 
care of ourselves for up 
to three days,” Johnson 
said. The group was cre-
ated in 2000, and Johnson 
was one of the charter 
members for Oregon’s 
team. The team has pro-
vided medical care at ca-
tastrophes like hurricanes 

Rita and Katrina, as well 
as been present at other 
events — such as when 
international figureheads 
visit the U.S. — to pro-
vide medical care if nec-
essary.

“Our medical team was 
one of the teams (there) 
for the pope’s visit,” he 
said, recalling his most re-
cent deployment.

In order to work the 
event, paramedics and 
team members had to be 
vetted and cleared at a 
federal level. Johnson said 
with the animosity sur-
rounding this year’s elec-
tion and inauguration, it’s 
possible his team will see 
more issues. 

“It has the potential to 
be challenging for securi-

ty,” he said of working the 
inauguration. “We know 
from that standpoint — 
the federal government 
— security is one of their 
strong points. But every 
deployment has the poten-
tial. This one is more po-
litically active.”

The team does a lot of 
training, some for specif-
ic activities and some for 
general maintenance and 
preparation.

“Our job is to be there, 
and to be available for any-
thing that happens at a mo-
ment’s notice,” he said.

———
Contact Jayati 

Ramakrishnan at jra-
makrishnan@hermiston-
herald.com or 541-564-
4534.
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“I think it develops team 
bonding,” Sanchez said. 

“We’re getting to know 
each other better.”

Sperr said the effort was 
important, not only to pro-
vide a service to the com-
munity, but in helping to 

develop well-rounded indi-
viduals.

“We are trying to build 
them into great young men, 
not just basketball players,” 
he said.

SNOW:
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STAFF PHOTO BY TAMMY MALGESINI

A group of Stanfield Secondary School basketball players carry snow shovels Monday 
afternoon while clearing sidewalks in Stanfield.

Perhaps the moment 
Arstein was most proud of 
was the final 30 seconds 
of the overtime period, as 
Hermiston’s defense put 
together its best stand of 
the game. The Bulldogs de-
fenders stayed right in the 
faces of the Dallas players, 

not allowing an open look 
from the 3-point line for 
nearly the entire 30 seconds 
until Dallas attempted a 
prayer shot from the corner 
as time expired.

“In the huddle we talk-
ed about that they (Dal-
las) gotta go for a three,” 
he said. “I was mainly 
concerned with getting 
slipped on a screen or not 
fouling, but I thought the 

guys did a good job of 
grinding one out.”

————
DHS 9 16 10 14 2 — 51

HHS 15 9 12 13 5 — 54

DALLAS — J. Richey 14, E. Courtney 9, 
J. Ronco 7, C. Weisensee 7, J. Collins 4, A. 
White 4, J. Stewart 4.

HERMISTON — X. Rambo 21, A. James 
10, J. Ramirez 6, K. Moss 6, C. Ortiz 5, H. 
Walls 4, A. Earl 2.

3-pointers — DHS 3, HHS 3. Free throws 
— DHS 12-13, HHS 9-13. Fouls — DHS 14, 
HHS 20.

————
Contact Eric at  (541) 

966-0839.
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At this point, the big-
gest question that remains 
is which classification will 
be the top group starting in 
2018. The OSAA commit-
tee is considering propos-
als with both five and six 
classifications. One other 
option being considered is 
a five-classification model 
for all sports excluding foot-
ball, which would have a 
six-classification system. 

The latest proposal still 
had Hermiston in the 6A Mt. 
Hood Conference with the 

same schools, minus Reyn-
olds, which would move 
down to Class 5A because 
of lack of recent success and 
lower participation turn-
outs in comparison to other 
6A schools. Usher says he 
and many athletic directors 
across the state are in favor 
of this proposal.

“One thing I like about 
it, and other AD’s agree, is 
you end up getting rid of 
situations where schools, 
like The Dalles, have to go 
independent in football be-
cause of safety issues being 
low on numbers,” he said. 
“Good example for us, we 
consistently suited up one 

sophomore full-time and 
that was starting quarter-
back Andrew James, where 
if we go play schools like 
La Grande or Baker that 
have 700 kids fewer than 
us, they’ll be consistently 
suiting up sophomores and 
freshmen. 

“It creates some safety 
issues when you have some 
big, strong 17-18-year-
old men going up against 
15-year-old kids and that’s 
tough to do.”

Another consequence 
that could come out of a 
Hermiston move is the pos-
sible hiatus of the rivalry 
with Pendleton in some cas-

es, mainly football. The two 
teams have met on the foot-
ball field nearly every year 
since 1922, but as Pendleton 
projects an enrollment of 
779 in 2018 it would remain 
in the second-highest classi-
fication and play its way out 
of Hermiston’s schedule.

“It was something that 
was brought up with our 
boosters earlier, that it’s 
a real possibility that last 
year could very well be the 
last time we host a foot-
ball game against Pend-

leton for a while,” Usher 
said. “We could end up in 
a situation where we’re in 
a nine- or 10-team league 
and we have eight or nine 
conference games. We 
wouldn’t be playing them 
anymore, maybe not in 
any sports.

“Looking at non-confer-
ence opportunities, we’re 
still going to be like we are 
now, forced to find in-state 
teams in the same classifica-
tion as much as possible. If 
it provides opportunities to 

continue playing schools in 
a lower classification, then 
by all means we’ll do that 
because it’s a great way to 
minimize travel and costs.”

The OSAA has seven 
more reclassification meet-
ings scheduled this year 
starting on Jan. 30 and fin-
ishing up on Sept. 30, be-
fore making its final recom-
mendation to the Executive 
Committee in October.

————
Contact Eric at (541) 

966-0839.
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He urges people to 
move it away from the 
street onto a lawn or 

planter area. If that’s not 
possible, Sivey said it’s 
fine to pile it right next 
to the curb and along the 
gutter area.

“The worst thing 
that people do is they 

make big piles out in 
the street and when we 
plow by we’re gonna 
plow it back,” he said. 
“So we end up playing a 
game that way back and 
forth.”

DISPOSAL:
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STAFF PHOTO BY TAMMY MALGESINI

Snow builds up between driving lanes Monday afternoon in the vicinity of Hermiston 
Avenue and Northwest 11th Street in Hermiston.

STAFF PHOTO BY E.J. HARRIS

Hermiston’s Jordan Ramirez shoots the ball guarded by 
Dallas’ Jaret Stewart (44) and Evan Courtney (3) in the 
Bulldogs’ 54-51 win over the Dragons on Friday in Hermiston.

STAFF PHOTO BY E.J. HARRIS

Hermiston’s Andrew James 
splits Dallas defenders Evan 
Courtney (3) and Carter 
Weisenesse (22).

STAFF PHOTO BY E.J. HARRIS

Hermiston’s Kody Moss 
shoots the ball guarded by 
Dallas’ Aaron White.

 Eastern 
 Oregon

 Forum

 January 17, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
 BMCC, Rm ST-200, 2411 NW Carden Ave., Pendleton
 For more information please call Karen at 541-966-3177. Need not be member to attend.

 Name   Phone # 

 Address   City 

 E-mail address 

 Please include a season fee of $20 per individual member.

 Please make checks payable to BMCC.
 $6.00 at the door, students free
 Lecture reminders will be sent via E-mail, as will weather cancellation notices, if necessary .

 Thank you for mailing your membership forms to:
 InterMountain ESD (IMESD) 2001 SW Nye Ave. Pendleton, OR • Attn: Karen Parker

 Please detach and send with payment

 GUN FACTS, REGULATIONS, AND THE 

 SECOND AMENDMENT 
 F eaturing : S tuart  R oberts , J erod  B roadfoot  & Lou J affe

Things we want you to know: Shsred Connect Plsn snd Retsil Instsllment Contrsct required. Credit spprovsl slso required. A $25 Activstion Fee spplies. A Regulstory 
Cost Recovery Fee (currently $2.02/line/month) spplies; this is not s tsx or government-required chsrge. Additionsl fees (including Device Connection Chsrges), tsxes, 
terms, conditions snd coversge sress spply snd msy vsry by plsn, service snd phone. Offers vslid st psrticipsting locstions only snd csnnot be combined. See store or 
uscellulsr.com for detsils. Device Protection+ Required: Minimum monthly price is $8.99 per Smsrtphone. A service fee/deductible per spproved clsim spplies. You msy 
csncel snytime. Property insursnce is underwritten by Americsn Bsnkers Insursnce Compsny of Florids snd provided under s Msster Policy issued to U.S. Cellulsr. You 
will be the certificste holder on U.S. Cellulsr’s Msster Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contrsct Obligor is Federsl Wsrrsnty Service Corporstion in sll ststes except 
CA (Surewsy, Inc.) snd OK (Assursnt Service Protection, Inc.). Limitstions snd exclusions spply. For more informstion, see sn sssociste for s Device Protection+ brochure. 
$100 Promotional Card Offer: Offer eligible for new line sctivstions snd upgrsdes. New snd current customers who choose s Shsred Connect price plsn 16GB or higher 
snd sctivste s new Smsrtphone sre eligible to receive s $100 U.S. Cellulsr Promotionsl Csrd in store. Up to $150 Offer: Avsilsble on new lines snd sdd-s-lines only. 
New snd current customers who sctivste s new Smsrtphone $399 or higher, port in s number, turn in s quslifying device snd choose s Shsred Connect Plsn 16GB or 
higher sre eligible to receive sn sdditionsl $150 U.S. Cellulsr Promotionsl Csrd in the msil. Customers who sre on s Shsred Connect Plsn 16GB or higher prior to the 
promotion sre not eligible. U.S. Cellulsr Promotionsl Csrds issued by MetsBsnk,® Member FDIC, pursusnt to s license from Viss U.S.A. Inc. Vslid only for purchsses st  
U.S. Cellulsr stores snd uscellulsr.com. Csrd will be received in 6–8 weeks. Turned-in Smsrtphone must be in fully functionsl, working condition without sny liquid dsmsge 
or broken components, including, but not limited to, s crscked housing. Devices with crscked screens will be sccepted ss long ss the device meets sll other requirements. 
Smsrtphone must power on snd csnnot be pin locked. Kansas Customers: In sress in which U.S. Cellulsr receives support from the Federsl Universsl Service Fund, sll 
ressonsble requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services svsilsbility csn be directed to the Ksnsss Corporstion Commission Office of Public 
Affsirs snd Consumer Protection st 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. Trsdemsrks snd trsde nsmes sre the property of their respective owners. © 2017 U.S. Cellulsr

There’s never been a better time to be a  

U.S. Cellular® customer. Because now you’ll get  

up to $250 back on any new Smartphone.

 16GB or higher plan required


