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Bulldogs pull away
after halftime

Hermiston boys
soccer outlasts
defensive Bucks

By MATT ENTRUP
Staff Writer

Facing a determined
Pendleton defense, the
Hermiston Bulldogs
proved they were the
team with lasting power
in Monday’s Columbia
River Conference finale
between the cross-coun-
ty rivals, and scored six
goals in the second half to
pull away for an 8-0 win
in Pendleton.

After surrendering 12
goals its last time facing
its rival, Pendleton (1-
11-2, 0-6 CRC) came out
looking to minimize the
damage this time around
and dropped nine or 10
white jerseys back on
defense for most of the
game.

“We knew that we had
to play more defensively
and we had to be smart,”
said Pendleton coach Jer-
emy Talbot. “As much
as we possibly could we
wanted to defend.”

The strategy was pro-
ducing the desired result
for the most part, and
Hermiston (10-3-1, 4-2)
led just 2-0 after one half
of play. A goal by Isaac
Munoz in the ninth minute
and one just before half-
time by Noe Silva weren’t
nearly enough to make the
playoff-bound  Bulldogs
content with themselves.

“(Pendleton) just kind
of sat in and defended and
we had a hard time break-

ing them down,” said
Hermiston coach Rich
Harshberger.

The Bulldogs were

quickly back in front of
Pendleton’s net once the
second half started, but
Bucks’ goalkeeper An-

Panthers

hold off
Bulldogs

Hermiston turns it
over five times in loss

Hermiston Herald

Despite a disastrous first
half, the Hermiston Bull-
dogs were in position to
win against Redmond on
Friday after Andrew James
ran into the endzone from
S-yards out to take the lead
for the first time with 10:54
left in the fourth quarter.

Redmond had other de-
signs, though, and added
two more touchdown be-
fore the game was over to
hold on for a 26-14 win in
Special District 1 play.

After turning the ball

drew Wolotira made save
after save to turn them
away. Hermiston had
eight corner kicks in the
first 10 minutes, but didn’t
break through until Mu-
noz scored his second goal
of the game on a give-and-
go at the top of the box in
the 63rd minute.

That was where the
floodgates opened as
Joel Mendez scored from
about 10 yards out in the
64th minute, then Mark
Mejia bicycled in a loose
ball on the back side of the
goal in the 65th minute.
Noe Silva, Emilio Leal
and Freddy Rodriguez
also added goals.

“We just really have to
continue to just develop
our mental toughness,”
Talbot said. “It was great
for about 50 minutes, but
we just have to get over
that mental hump ... giv-
ing the same effort no
matter what the score is.”

The loss ended the sea-
son for the Bucks. Over-
all youth and a few key
injuries put a damper on
Talbot’s second season as
head coach, but he said the
team took some important
steps forward despite win-
ning just one game.

“This season I feel like
just having them buy into
more complicated defen-
sive principles, that was
something that was great,”
he said. “We had a lot of
injuries, so something
that I really enjoyed about
this year was we had guys
from the JV team come
up and contribute, and
although they were incon-
sistent at times, they defi-
nitely progressed.

“We’ll be young and
inexperienced next year
but they’ve played in
some tough games here
at the end of the season so
we’d like to build off of
that so we can be compet-
itive next season.”

Hermiston looking to continue
their dominance over Pendleton

Bulldogs have won
four straight in
rivalry series

By ERIC SINGER
Staff Writer

When Hermiston and
Pendleton hit the practice
fields for the first time on
August, there was much ex-
citement surrounding both
teams as three months and
nine games stood in front of
them and a postseason trip.

But since that day, the
Bulldogs and Buckaroos
season trajectories have
gone in different directions.

After a sluggish non-
league performance, Herm-
iston (4-4, 4-2 SDI1) has
won four of its six games
so far in Special District
1 play and secured a post-
season spot for the sixth
straight season.

Pendleton (3-5, 2-4) has
been up-and-down all sea-
son and dealing with nu-
merous injuries. The Bucks
are on the outside looking
in on the postseason for the
second straight year.

But both teams’ prior
eight games go out the win-
dow on Friday night, when
they play under the lights at
Kennison Field for the 89th
all-time meeting.

Last week, Hermiston
lost 26-14 on the road at
Redmond, while Pendleton
fell 22-7 on a muddy field
at the Round-Up Arena.

Scouting Pendleton

Offensively, the Bucka-
roos try to stay as balanced
as possible, but at times
they have to lean on the
pass game as the offensive
line has been inconsistent
at times.

Quarterback Nick Bow-
er has thrown for 1,592
yards and 12 touchdowns,
but has completed just over
48 percent of his passes

(112-231). He is coming off
of his worst performance
of the season, completing
5-21 passes for 37 yards
and an interception.

Pendleton will be with-
out its top two wide receiv-
ers, junior Shaw Jerome
and sophomore Cam Sand-
ford, as both suffered sea-
son-ending injuries in Week
7 against Hood River. The
Bucks will have a strong
backfield, though as De-
ven Page and Gabe Walker,
both seniors, will be hungry
to leave a mark in their final
game. Page leads the team
with 382 rushing yards and
five touchdowns, while
Page will be playing in just
his second game this season
after missing the first seven
games due to a preseason
knee injury.

On defense, the Bucka-
roos have been susceptible
to the run game all season
long and have struggled to
contain it, allowing an aver-
age of more than 250 yards
over the past four games.

Other storylines for Fri-
day’s game:

CAN BULLDOGS
KEEP STREAKING?:
Pendleton holds the advan-
tage in the all-time series
between the schools, 76-13,
but the Bulldogs have been
the dominant team over the
past five years.

Hermiston is 4-1 against
Pendleton since 2011, and
has won four straight in
the series by an average
margin of 47-17. Pendle-

\Why Toyota?

Value and savings
to ‘tweet’ about!

Choose from
10 different
2016/2017
models with

2016 Corolla

2016 Prius LB

also includes
2016 Camry Hybrid
2017 Camry
2017 Camry Hybrid
2016 Prius V
2016 Prius C
2016 Avalon
2016 Avalon Hybrid

ton’s last win came in
2011 when the Bucks took
down the Bulldogs 26-12 at
Round-Up Arena.

The Bulldogs won last
year 49-14, which clinched
the Columbia River Con-
ference title.

FIGHT OFF THE
TURNOVER BUG:
When Hermiston recently
won three straight games
against Hood River, Rid-
geview, and Bend, a big
key for offensive success
was the drastic decrease
in turnovers. The Bull-
dogs went from averaging
roughly two turnovers per
game to totaling just two
turnovers in those three

games combined.

However, Hermiston
was unable to keep that
success going last week
when the Dawgs racked up
five turnovers that contrib-
uted to a 26-14 defeat at the
hands of the Redmond Pan-
thers. Hermiston’s offense
will need to fix that issue
to beat Pendleton, which
forced a pair of fumbles last
week against Bend.

PLAYOFF STAND-
ING AT STAKE: With the
Bulldogs loss to Redmond
last week, Hermiston fell to
the fourth-and-final playoff
spot in Special District 1.
Hermiston will make the
playoffs, but the team needs
to win over Pendleton as
well as a loss or two from
either Bend or Redmond
ahead of them in order to
earn the chance to host a
first-round playoff game at
Kennison Field.

Redmond travels to Rid-
geview and Bend will host
Mountain View this week.

Contact Eric at (541)
966-0839. Follow him on
Twitter @ByEricSinger.

MEDICAL
DIRECTORY

URGENT AND FAMILY CARE

Plaza

1050 W. Elm Ave. Ste 11
Hermiston, OR 97838
Joseph Gifford, M.D.
Milton J. Johnson, Jr., M.D.
Angie L. Hays, F!

GIFFORD MEDICAL R Slygrt Ll

Columbia
Professional

e Urgent and Family Care
‘Weekdays 8am-6pm
Saturdays 9am-3pm

0 Walk-Ins Welcome

¢ In-House X-Rays
¢ Adjacent Lab

PEDIATRIC DENTISTY
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PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
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Call Today!
541-289-5433

1060 W. Elm, Suite #115,
Hermiston, OR
(across from Good Shepherd Medical Center)
www.apd4kidz.com
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

VISION CARE

EYE HEALTH & VISION CARE

Robert D. Rolen, 0.D., LLC

Optometric Physician

115 W. HERMISTON AVE. SUITE 130
541-567-1837

URGENT AND FAMILY CARE
HERMISTON FAMILY MEDICINE &

URGENT CARE

Sports & Dot Physicals * Minor Injuries * Family Care ¢ Minor Surgeries

We accept Medic

& some Adi

ge Medicare plans

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

HOURS: Mon.-Sat.
7:30am-7:00pm

541-567-1137 =i

MENTAL HEALTH

LET US BE THE ONE THAT HELPS!
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over just twice in the last
three games, the Bulldogs

¢ Adult, Child and Family Therapy
AYS ¢ Psychiatric Evaluation and Treatment
NNl Mental Health and Crisis Services
(4_4’ 4-2 SD1 ) Coughed the * Confidential and Professional Care

e LIFEWAYS PENDLETON Crisis Phone: LIFEWAYS HERMISTON
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tions and three fumbles.
Hermiston’s defense
made the most of a bad
situation, though, and kept
the Bulldogs in the game at

(Cash Back varies by model)
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touchdown in the first half
was set up when Hermis-
ton fumbled the kickoff and
Redmond (4-4, 4-2) recov-
ered at the Bulldogs’ 24-
yard line.

James got Hermiston on
the scoreboard in the third
quarter with a 46-yard run,
and Dayshawn Neal added
the point after on each of
his runs.

Redmond went up for
good with 6:51 left in the
game on a 2l-yard pass
from Parrish to Tyson Hes-
ter.

James finished 14-o0f-27
passing for 118 yards, and
ran 12 times for 76 yards.

TOYOTA

Let's Go Places support for alcohol and drug

rehabilitation and education.

COUNSELING
SUPPORT ¢ GUIDANCE * ADVICE

E 920 SW Frazer 214 » Pendleton, OR
541-278-1022

Personal, accessible, affordable
Rel ia nt serVices reliant.services@yahoo.com

- “CTOYOTA
OF HERMISTON

To'advertise in'the
Medical Directory, please
call'Jeanne at 541-564-4531
or'Audra at 541-564-4538

Every new Toyota comes with

'\:¥]] ToyotaCare

TOYOTA No Cost Service & Roadside*

Mon-Fri 8:30a-6:30p
Sat 9:00a-6:00p
Sun 10:30a - 5:30p

(541) 567-6461 or 800-522-2308
ToyotaOfHermiston.com

0% APR for 72 months = $13.89 per $1,000 borrowed. Cash back varies by model. All financing and offers on approved credit through
TFS. Dealer doc fees vary by dealer. See dealer for details. Offers end 10/31/2016.*ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled
service. Plan is 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a
livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in WA, ID, MT, OR & AK. Roadside assistance does not
include parts and fluids, except emergency fuel delivery.




