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morial service for JJ Hurtado, 
age 14, who was killed by a 
man he saw as a father igure 
before that man killed anoth-
er person, wounded Hurta-
do’s mother and then turned 
the gun on himself.

“Just to see the response 
of the city, if anything it re-
vealed that we have a lot of 
hurting people,” Haight said.

The hurt didn’t seem to 
just be local. Turning on the 
news revealed terror attacks, 
riots, shootings and political 
strife.

As the congregation 
turned to their faith for com-
fort, they wanted others to 
feel God’s love as they did. 
That’s why on Saturday after-
noon Haight was in the Les 
Schwab parking lot, working 
alongside red-clad parishio-
ners covered from head to toe 
in soap and grime, scrubbing 
cars clean while their own-
ers sat in the shade enjoying 
cookies and — if they want-
ed — prayers for the strug-
gles they were facing.

Other I Love My City 
participants were handing 
out free water at Butte Park, 
washing cars at a second lo-
cation near Ofice Max, en-
tertaining children at a block 
party at Viewcrest Apart-
ments and going door to door 
offering prayers and words of 
encouragement.

“We’re just trying to con-
vey the message that God is 
still good, and he still loves 
us,” Haight said.

He said washing some-
one’s car for them or handing 
them a bottle of water while 
they watch their child’s soc-
cer game is a way to express 
that love. Whatever religious 
beliefs someone in the com-
munity might hold, he said 
the I Love My City volun-
teers wanted to be there to 
help them.

“When people are hurt-
ing, for some people you just 
need to come and sit with 
them, and others are looking 
for answers,” he said.

Haight said the church has 
already gotten interest from 
other pastors about joining 
future I Love My City events, 
so the bright red T-shirts seen 

around on Saturday will like-
ly be seen again in Herm-
iston on a larger scale. The 
congregation is open to ideas 
for future projects and to new 
volunteers.
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Hermiston’s Faith 
Based Advisory Com-
mittee is poised to 
launch a new program 
for at-risk families in the 
community.

The program, called 
Family Promise, will 
match trained mentors 
with local families who 
need some extra help, 
meeting with them reg-
ularly to help provide 
support in navigating 
anything from budget-
ing to parenting.

“The goal is to help 
families be self-sustain-
ing,” Oasis Vineyard 
pastor James Lafolette 
told the Hermiston City 
Council on Monday 
night.

The committee has 
been searching for the 
right person to adapt 
the nationally available 
program to Hermiston’s 
needs, and Lafolette said 
they believe they have 
found that person in 
Made to Thrive director 
Kris Dammeyer.

Made to Thrive is 
a nonproit that helps 
disadvantaged students 
ages 4-17 choose an 
extra-curricular activi-
ty, register, pay partic-
ipation fees, purchase 
equipment and have 
people at their games or 
performances cheering 
them on. 

Lafolette said the two 
organizations will be 
“separate and distinct” 
nonproits but will work 
in partnership, with 
Dammeyer working 
part-time for each and 

Mentorship program created  
to support struggling families

A huge basement and yard sale is planned at Trinity Lutheran Church. The event is 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 485 W. Locust Ave., Hermiston. For more informa-
tion, call the church at 541-567-6471.

Church holds basement sale

referring families between 
the two programs. He said 
Dammeyer has been study-
ing the training materials 
sent by Family Promise and 
is “gnawing at the bit” to 
get going.

“She didn’t have to 
invent something from 
scratch or reinvent the 
wheel, it’s ready to roll 
out,” he said.

He said a trainer from 
Salem will come to Herm-
iston “soon” to train poten-
tial mentors, drawing from 
Made to Thrive’s dozens of 
volunteers as well as new 
members of the communi-
ty interested in mentoring 
a family. The irst year will 
be a sort of pilot year, he 
said, with only a few fam-
ilies, but they expect things 
to grow quickly after that.

Lafolette said they es-
timate the Family Prom-
ise budget will be about 
$35,000 a year — including 
about $20,000 for Dam-
meyer’s salary — and are 
hoping in the future to pay 
for it with a combination 
of city money, grants and 
fundraising.

City councilor Rod Har-
din, who represents the 
council on the Faith Based 
Advisory Committee, said 

he felt good about the ar-
rangement with Made to 
Thrive.

“It’s been a long process, 
and we’ve explored a lot of 
options, but I think this is 
it,” he said.

Dammeyer said that 
Made to Thrive now serves 
207 students in the com-
munity. Through that work, 
she said, she has formed 
relationships with “lots” of 
families who could beneit 
from mentorship through 
Family Promise, so it made 
sense for her to be the one 
pairing mentors and fami-
lies together.

“Now we get to provide 
them with two resources,” 
she said.

Dammeyer said the goal 
of Family Promise is not 
just to have someone avail-
able to help walk families 
through the process of get-
ting services they need. It’s 
also about giving them a 
“good, solid, faithful, loyal 
friend.”

“Family Promise is 
something exciting and I’m 
looking forward to it,” she 
said. “They (the commit-
tee) have been praying the 
right person will step for-
ward and I’m just hoping I 
can be that person.”
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Cruz Correa rinses off a car during an I Love My City event hosted by Hermiston Assembly of 
God on Saturday. 
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Volunteers from Hermiston Assembly of God give free car 
washes in the Les Schwab parking lot during the church’s I 
Love My City event on Saturday.
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(Left to right) Bradley Bacon, Cameron Ballard, Roger Brown, 
Rikki Higgins, Tina Brown and Jewls Bacon hand out free 
water Saturday at the Butte Park soccer ields as part of the I 
Love My City campaign in Hermiston.
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Katelin Spencer hands out a pair of play glasses Saturday at 
Viewcrest Apartments in Hermiston as part of the I Love My 
City block party.

 Proudly Sponsored by

 Sydney Richwine 

 Sydney is our ASB president for 2016-2017.
 She has held class offices all four years as well 
 as being involved in Varsity Club, National 
 Honor Society.
 Sydney is a three sport Athlete playing Soccer, 
 Basketball and Softball.  She is a four year 
 Honor Roll student as well as Greater Oregon 
 League Scholar Athlete. As well as being a 
 outstanding leadership student and volunteer 
 at the high school Sydney is involved in her 
 youth group.

 M C L OUGHLIN  H IGH  S CHOOL

 STUDENT STUDENT
 OF THE
 WEEK WEEK

 2801 St. Anthony Way, Pendleton, OR • 541-276-5121

With the 
extra money,

my dream 
car became 

a reality.

Become an 
East Oregonian 

Carrier.
211 SE Byers Ave.

Pendleton
Susan Simpson

333 E Main
Hermiston

Dawn Hendricks

541-276-2211
1-800-522-0255

541-720-0772 
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Want Year Around Outdoor Space? 

www.mybackyardbydesign.com 

Visit our showroom:      
102 E Columbia Dr.  

Kennewick, WA 99336 

Patio Rooms 
Sunrooms · Pergolas            
Patio Covers · Drop 

Shades · Solar Screens 
& More! 

FREE Estimates!  

  

We’ve Got A Solution!                  

Rogers Toyota Of Hermiston
1550 N. First St., Hermiston, OR 97838

Paid Advertisement

PLUS 1 DOLLAR!

EMPLOYEE
PRICING

It’s that time of the year at Rogers where EVERY 2016 TOYOTA MUST 

GO! We’ve got our biggest discounts, great incentives from Toyota, 

over 150 NEW Toyotas: Highlanders, Tacomas, 4Runners, RAV4s, 

Tundras, Camrys, Corollas, Prius, and over 100 USED vehicles 

starting as low as $3,988.*** This is one of the biggest model year end 

sales events we’ve ever had!

Every NEW Toyota in stock will be priced at what Rogers employees 

pay – plus a dollar!* This is real! No gimmicks! Come take advantage 

of this incredible opportunity with applicable rebates and low inancing!

• No Payments until up to 90 Days*

• Top Dollar for Trades

• Appraiser On-Site All Weekend

• Extended Special Financing and Terms for this Event with Top Banks

• 0% Financing on 10 New Models**

• Incentives up to $2,500 on Select Models** 

• College Grads get an additional $750 Rebate on Select Models****

Located at 1550 N. First St. Hermiston, Oregon, all of our vehicles will 

be unlocked and ready to go at 9:00 am each morning. Customers can 

arrive early and inspect the vehicles before the sale oficially begins. 
Our hope is that people will take advantage of this fantastic opportunity 

and get into a new vehicle at great, no-hassle prices.

*Not valid with any other offers. In-stock vehicles only. No Payments until November 2016 for Tier 1-3 New Toyota buyers up to 60 months. On approved 
credit. Must inance through Toyota Financial Services.
**The largest incentive is $2,500 on a New 2016 Avalon. Stock Number 16T507. Customers do not have to inance through Toyota Financial Services to 
take advantage of the Selected model New Toyota vehicle incentives. Actual vehicle prices and payments may vary for various reasons, including, but not 
limited to, applicable manufacturer rebates, special limited time offers, dealer incentives, taxes, document fees of $150, title fees, any emission inspection 
or other testing fees, government fees and buyer’s credit qualiications. All price speciications and availability subject to change without notice. Rebates 
offered by Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. Featured 0% APR offers valid only with approved credit and must inance through Toyota Financial Services. No 
security deposit required OR includes refundable security deposit. Event offers run October 4, 2016.
***$3,988 price is based off of a 2000 Honda Accord. Stock Number 16T615A. 
****College Graduate Finance Program is valid on the lease or inance (including preferred option) of select new untitled Toyota models or on Toyota 
Certiied Used Vehicles. College Graduate Rebate is only available on new untitled Toyota Camry GAS (excl. Hybrid), Corolla, Prius c, RAV4 (Gas only), 
Tacoma and Yaris vehicles. (TCUVs are not eligible for the Rebate Program). The College Graduate Rebate Program and College Graduate Finance 
Program are available upon credit approval from and execution of a inance or lease contract through a participating Toyota dealer and Toyota Financial 
Services (TFS). Not all applicants will qualify. See store for details.

For questions or more information go to 

toyotaofhermiston.com or call 541-567-6461


