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Case forwarded 
to DA’s offi  ce
By JENNIFER COLTON
Staff Writer

A Hermiston man was 
shot just after midnight on 
Wednesday, but no charges 

a report on an intoxicated 
man “causing a scene” on 

The intoxicated man, Juan 
Fernando Ponce, 24, of 

the neighborhood and was 

The intoxicated man 
made threats against the 

son Patrick, of Hermiston, 

Ponce kept moving forward 

shots, one of which struck 

Ponce was treated at 

County District Attorney’s 

“Based on statements 

understanding of what 

we are not issuing any 

The case was forwarded 
to the District Attorney’s 

District Attorney Dan 
Primus said Monday the 

mination on any charges 

ing was the second shooting 

sponded to Good Shepherd 

charge of a weapon he had 

No charges 
in Hermiston 
shooting
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Hermiston Police 
reports quarterly 
crime numbers

By JENNIFER COLTON
Staff Writer

rates, and the report for 

dents but made more arrests 
than the same time period 

Assaults drive violent crime rate higher
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By JADE MCDOWELL
Staff Writer

T
residents in their younger days, are 

where trucks used to dump grain now 

wine and event ambassador, said she 
has been studying the history of the 
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Kim Bales, left, and her daughter Berlyn Bales stand behind the counter at Echo Ridge 
Cellars’ new tasting room in a former grain elevator outside Echo. 
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Kim Bales, right, of Echo Ridge Cellars poses with a painting of the grain elevator by Joseph Garcia, 
second to right. Garcia brought in the painting with his daughter Debbie Thorton and son-in-law Dave 
Thorton, pictured at left. 

ELEVATING 

WINE
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A ladder ascends past the original wooden walls of 
the old Echo grain elevator that has been repurposed 
as a tasting room for Echo Ridge Cellars. 

 GRAIN ELEVATOR REBORN AS WINE 

TASTING ROOM FOR ECHO VINEYARD

See CRIME, A14

See WINE, A14


