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Spring
cultivates
garden fun

By TAMMY MALGESINI
Community Editor

Whether it’s a do-it-yourself project or
you’re bringing someone in to help spruce
up the scenery, this is the time of year to
prepare garden spots.

For Audney Cosand, gardening has been
a big part of her life for as long as she can
remember. Growing up in Alaska, her fami-
ly lived off the land and gardening played a
major role in that.

Cosand has been busy cutting back
shrubs, putting in initial time-release fertil-
izer around perennials, spreading compost o
and moving things that need a new location. ohaliGr WS i T
In addition, she said it’s time to start think- STAFF PHOTO BY TAMMY MALGESINI
ing about annuals — figuring out where to A simple lawn area with a single tree was transformed into an inviting park-like setting at the Hermiston home of Audney Cosand and Dave
put them and prepare for planting in Mid- Hutchinson. It was one of the featured stops during the 2015 P.E.O. Hermiston Garden Tour.

April through May.

The Hermiston woman became more in-
terested in the landscape part of gardening
several decades ago. Since then, she has
turned her yard into a park-like oasis. Last
year, it was one of the featured gardens on
the P.E.O. Hermiston Garden Tour.

“I spend quite a bit of time because I like
to garden,” she said. “I’m out there diddling
around every day for a couple of hours.”

Kim and Brian La Plant of OzarkHip-
pie Upcycling Design and Creations were
recently tending to raised garden boxes in
front of the Hermiston Herald/East Orego-
nian office. The couple uses their creative
ideas and personal manpower to work on
other people’s projects.

They specialize in re-purposing mate-
rials, including wood and rocks. With the
project at the Herald building, Kim is focus-
ing on flowers and plants that don’t require
as much water. She especially enjoys creat-
ing rock gardens for people.

“I just go to their house and they tell me
what kind of colors they want and I put a
rock garden along their fence line,” La Plant
said.

They often are given general directions
and then their creative powers take over.
Due to health issues, the La Plants stick to
smaller jobs.

Both Cosand and La Plant talk about the
therapeutic benefit of digging in the dirt and
being creative. : . : / T T

“It’s just a lot of fun, especially being out L : i o N A ) R e T
in the weather,” La Plant said. “And, you STAFF PHOTO BY TAMMY MALGESINI
can make something beautiful for others to Kim La Plant of OzarkHippie Upcycling Design and Creations applies stain to wood while working on the raised garden boxes at the
enjoy.” Hermiston Herald/East Oregonian office.
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HERMISTON GLASS

FEATURING:
Pipe: PVC, galvanized & black fittings;
Filters: Clemons, CTC, Gheen;
Pumps: Small centricial pumps, Pressure Tanks;
Lawn & garden supplies: K-Rain sprinklers & valves;
Hand line, Main line, wheel line: gaskets & fittings, pipe cutting & threading

Pivot parts; Pivot sprinkler packages: Nelson & Senninger
Motors: UMC and US; Wheel Boxes: UMC & Valley
Valves: Butterfly, ball, gate, check
Automatic control valves: Nelson, Netafim

“The Best Little Irrigation Company in the Northwest”

ELMER’S IRRIGATION, INC.

80527 Hwy 395 N. » Hermiston  541-567-5572

“We are a cut above the rest”’

e Commercial * Residential * Auto

* Windows ¢ Storefronts ®* Shower Enclosures
e Patio Doors ® Mirrors ® Flat Glass ® Window Repair
* Picture Frame & Tabletop Glass

541-567-6679 * 800-835-3137

* Prompt Service * 24 Hour Emergency
Serving Umatilla, Morrow & Gilliam Counties & Beyond
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541-567-2603  1-800-238-1223

www.osokleen.com ¢ 24 Hour Emergency




