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Smith leaving for Walla Walla superintendent’s job

Deputy
Superintendent
leaving Hermiston
at the end of June

By JENNIFER COLTON
Staff Writer

Hermiston Deputy Su-
perintendent Wade Smith
has accepted the position of
superintendent for the Wal-
la Walla School District.

“It’s bittersweet,” Smith
said Friday. “It was kind of
surreal this morning. It’s
been a great experience in
Hermiston, but this was too
good an opportunity to pass
up.”

The Walla Walla Public
Schools Board of Directors
unanimously named Smith
that district’s new superin-
tendent during a meeting

Thursday night. Smith’s
last day with the Hermiston
School District is June 30,
and he will begin the Walla
Walla job on July 1.

A first generation college
student, Smith’s career be-
gan as a chemistry teacher
in the Long Creek School
District before becoming a
principal at Heppner High
School. After two years as
assistant superintendent for
the Morrow County School
District, he came to Herm-
iston nine years ago as an
assistant superintendent.

In 2011, Smith, then
assistant  superintendent
for support services, was
named Hermiston School
District’s Administrator of
the Year. That same year, he
became the interim superin-
tendent when Fred Maiocco
was deployed to Kuwait for
18 months with the U.S.
Army reserves.

From April 2011 until
October 2012, Smith led
the Hermiston School Dis-
trict and was named deputy
superintendent upon
Maiocco’s return.

“What a great
ride,” Smith said '
of his nine years in
Hermiston. “All the
things that we’ve g4
done for kids — not
just the capital con-
struction  improve-
ment, but when it
comes to closing the
achievement gap with our
Latino students and our
students in poverty. There
have been a lot of great
things that have happened
since I’ve been here. This
is a community that rallies
around their youth, and I’'m
sure they’ll have no prob-
lem finding outstanding
folks to take over.”

Smith said the Walla
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Walla position is a way to
take the next step in his ca-
reer but remain in a rural re-
gion he and his family love.

“When you’re
1 looking ~ for  lead-

there are only a few
school districts in the
region, so you can’t
“ ) pass up opportuni-
~ ties,” he said. “This
was a big family dis-
cussion before I even
put my name in the
hat, but my family is
incredibly supportive. They
understand this is part of
working in education. The
next adventure in our life
started last night.”

In addition to the Walla
Walla position, Smith was
also a finalist for the su-
perintendent position in the
Pendleton School District.

“I am going to miss the
Hermiston community, the

administration, but on equal
footing is the excitement to
assist the Walla Walla com-
munity doing some extraor-
dinary things. I think the
stars have aligned in that
community with a board
and a community ready to
take the next step and do
something amazing,” he
said.

Smith will submit a res-
ignation to the Hermiston
School Board of Education,
and Maiocco said the dis-
trict will begin advertising
for a replacement. The po-
sition will be for assistant
superintendent; however,
the district is still finaliz-
ing what specialization that
position will be for. Smith
was hired as assistant su-
perintendent for human re-
sources, and Maiocco said
the position morphed with
Smith’s specific capabili-
ties.

“No one will fill his
shoes exactly — they are
huge shoes to fill — but
we are excited about this
opportunity,” he said. “Ob-
viously, replacing Wade is
going to be a very big chore
for us, but I think Walla
Walla will thrive under his
leadership.”

Smith said his family
will move to Walla Walla,
including his two children
and his wife, Marianne, an
art teacher at Hermiston
High School. Maiocco said
the entire family has been
an asset to Hermiston.

“They (Walla Walla)
could not have made a finer
choice. I think it’s an op-
portunity for Wade and his
family. Marianne is an ex-
traordinary teacher, and she
will be just as hard to re-
place as Wade. They will be
missed, but we wish them
the best.”

Local.students move on to
state in Battle of the Books

By JENNIFER COLTON
Staff Writer

Battles were waged and
prizes were won this weekend
at Blue Mountain Communi-
ty College, and at the end of
the day, two Hermiston teams
took home championships.

Thirty-five teams from
schools across Eastern Or-
egon competed Saturday in
bracketed play in the Region
6 Oregon Battle of the Books
competition. Sandstone Mid-
dle School brought home the
championship in the middle
school division, and Rocky
Heights Elementary, also
from Hermiston, brought
back the championship for
the elementary teams.

Both championship
Hermiston teams, as well as
the second-place teams from
each division — La Grande
Middle School and McNary
Heights Elementary — will
compete in the state finals,
April 9 at Chemeketa Com-
munity College in Salem.
This is the first time since
2008 the Eastern Oregon re-
gion has had enough partici-
pation district-wide to send
the second-place team to
state. This is also the first time
McNary Heights has compet-
ed at the state level.

The team bracket featured
schools from across Eastern
Oregon: Adrian, Arlington,
Baker, Boardman, Echo, Tone,
Helix, Heppner, Hermiston,
La Grande and Pendleton.

In the elementary divi-
sion, the finals came down
to the battle of the heights as
Hermiston’s Rocky Heights
Elementary faced off against
Umatilla’s McNary Heights
Elementary. For two young
students — Tate Neddo and
Elizabeth Doherty — the
championship had an extra
challenge as the cousins com-
peted against each other.

“It made for an extra excit-
ing battle,” coach and parent
Tess Neddo said Monday,
“with their grandma sitting
very diplomatically right in
the middle.”

The fifth-graders from
Rocky Heights squeezed past
the third-grade “Bookcraft”
team from McNary Heights
48 to 43, according to Kristi
Smalley, elementary librarian
for the Hermiston School Dis-
trict. Both teams will compete
in Salem in April.

As champions, both Sand-
stone and Rocky Heights
received a set of 12 titles for

Tami Conklin
a valued member of
our team for 6 years!

o StateFarm

CONKLIN INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

www.nateconklin.com
395 E. Highland Ave., Hermiston, OR
541-567-1551

For more information, visit:
http://oboblsta.pbworks.com/
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The YMnMs from Sandstone Middle School
— Yaloani Alvarado, from left, Maria Tejeda,
Nazly Chavez, Mirely Reyes, Sally Wooster
and coach Krista Fisher — will move on to
the state Oregon Battle of the Books.
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The members of “Bookcraft” — Tate Neddo,
from left, April Bettencourt, Eden Enkey
Joben Padberg — hold up certificates after a

school-wide championship battle at McNary

Heights Elementary.

the 2017 Oregon Battle of the
Books program.

“Upon  receiving  the
books, Rocky Heights team
member Ashley Treadwell
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The Rocky Heights Elementary team —
Elizabeth Doherty, Stephanie Booher, Ashley
Treadwell, Katelyn Wadkins — hold up books
read for Oregon Battle of the Books.
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Numerous Hermiston elementary students
and staff participated in the regional Battle
of the Books competition this weekend:
Back row, from left: Kristi Smalley, HSD
Elementary Librarian, Desert View Team:
Kira Grigg, Booke Turner, Megan Palzinski,
Cidney Estes, Sunset Team: Keyla Martinez,
Lyndsay Egerer, Andrea Sachez, Brooklynn
Warburton; middle row, from left: West Park
Team: Helen Rohrman, Renna Gorham,
Sabrina Stoddard, Emily Schwertfeger,
Highland Hils: Claire Owens, Lauren
Wilson, McKenna Hillman, Madeleine White;
front row, from left: Rocky Heights Team:
Elizabeth Doherty, Stephanie Booher, Ashley

Treadwell, Katelyn Wadkins

immediately asked, ‘Can we
read them?” and them enthu-
siastically picked out the ti-
tle she wanted to read first,”
Smalley said.

Oregon Battle of the
Books is a volunteer-run pro-
gram sponsored by the Or-
egon Association of School
Libraries.

McKay Creek Estates

At Prestige Senior Living, we believe life should be a celebration! Studies have shown
that up to 70% of what you feel is aging, is optional. The key to active, successful
aging is your lifestyle. It is about wellness and nurturing body, mind and spirit.

Join us for one of our complimentary educational seminars that promote healthy,
fulfilled living, at every age.

Ce

ebrations.

A program promoting
healthy fulfilled lifestyles

Western Oregon University

call (541) 276-1987.

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Place
Pendleton, Oregon 97801

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 3:00 P.M. - 4:30 P.M.

Master Your Mind

Video Presentation and Skype with Robert G. Winningham, Ph.D.,
Professor & Chair of the Behavioral Sciences Division,

Are you worried about losing your memory? Did you know
there are things you can do to improve it?

Just like exercise is good for your body, it is also good for
your brain. There are numerous benefits of brain games as
we age. In this session, we'll discuss how the brain works and
you will learn what you can do to help keep your mind sharp.

Space is limited for this FREE educational series.
For more information and to reserve your seat please

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.

Incumbents unopposed

By JADE McDOWELL
Staff Writer

Despite a heated presi-
dential race creating con-
troversy for this year’s pri-
mary elections, local races
in Hermiston are promising
to be quiet ones.

Mayor David Drotz-
mann iS running unop-
posed for a third term and
Municipal Judge Thomas
Creasing is once again run-
ning unopposed as well.

The filing deadline was 5
p.m. Tuesday.

Drotzmann, a local op-
tometrist who owns Life-
time Vision Source, has been
mayor since 2013. He also
serves on the city’s Commu-
nity Enhancement Commit-
tee, the Branding Committee
sponsored by the city and
Chamber of Commerce, and
the Eastern Oregon Trade
and Event Center’s fundrais-
ing committee.

MEDICAL
DIREGTORY

FAMILY DENTISTRY

541-567-8161

fDESERTDENTAL

T EE——
Family Dentistry

~New Patients Welcome~

995 W. Orchard Ave., Hermiston

e
Ryan M. Wieseler, D.D.S.

URGENT & FAMILY CARE

Sports & Dot Physicals ¢ Minor Injuries ¢ Family Care ¢ Minor Surgeries
We accept Medicare & some Advantage Medicare plans

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat.
7:30am-7:00pm

541-567-1137

236 E. Newport
Hermiston
(across from U.S. Bank)

MENTAL HEALTH

LET US BE THE ONE THAT HELPS!

331 SE 2nd St.,
Pendleton, OR 97801

¢ Adult, Child and Family Therapy

¢ Psychiatric Evaluation and Treatment
¢ Mental Health and Crisis Services

¢ Confidential and Professional Care
LIFEWAYS PENDLETON  Crisis Phone:
866-343-4473

LIFEWAYS HERMISTON
595 NW 11th St.,
Hermiston, OR 97838

Office: 541-276-6207 WWW.LIFEWAYS.ORG Office: 541-567-2536

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Ih-ﬁfsﬁft
Aa\vehcé@l

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

(across from Good Shepherd Medical Center)

Call Today!
541-289-5433

1060 W. Elm, Suite #115,
Hermiston, OR

www.apd4kidz.com
0ff|ce Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm
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VISION CARE

EYE HEALTH & VISION CARE

Robert D. Rolen, 0.D., LLC

Optometric Physician

URGENT & FAMILY CARE

HEALTH
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Good Shepherd Medical Group
The specialists you asked for...
..Right here at home.

600 NW 11th St., Suite E-37 - Hermiston - www.gshealth.org

Family Medicine
Internal Medicine
Pediatrics
Women’s Health
General Surgery
Urology

Appointments
541-567-5305

URGENT & FAMILY CARE

Columbia

Plaza
1050 W.Elm Ave. Ste 110
Hermiston, OR 97838

> Professional

GIFFORD MEDICAL R S el

¢ Urgent and Family Care
Weekdays 8am-6pm
Saturdays 9am-3pm
Walk-Ins Welcome

¢ In-House X-Rays
¢ Adjacent Lab

To advertise in'the

Medical Directory,

please_
541-564-4531




